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www.laramieumc.com 

On Monday, January 19, the members of the Building Committee met with architects from TDSi, the 

firm selected to help our congregation design and implement the design of the new Sanctuary plus 

other necessary items (old Sanctuary decommissioned, parking,  ADA bathrooms, elevator, etc.).  It was 

a favorable meeting.  At the beginning of the considerations to do something about our aging 

Sanctuary, members of the church knew this was going to have to be done as an Act of Faith.  It 

continues to be done as an Act of Faith.  We celebrate that donations to the building project are coming 

in at a good rate. So far we have received $239,405.50 in contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we stay on track, we will receive approximately $629,000 over the period of giving for our capital 

campaign. The first cost estimates for this phase of construction were around $1.4 million including 

campaign and architect costs.  It was the consensus of the committee that it is our goal to do this 

project, even though the financial plan for achieving our goals is not clear.  From the beginning, we all 

knew that doing something of this magnitude would take an Act of Faith.  We faithfully continue to do 

our work to the best of our ability and with much prayer. 

TOTAL CAMPAIGN GOAL: 

2010-2013 Contributions 
$77,172 

CAMPAIGN PLEDGES TOTAL: 

WE ARE ON PACE… KEEP UP THE GOOD 

$162,234 
Rec’d in 2014 

March 2015 Goal 
$184,134 March 2016 

$368,268 
March 2017 

$552,402 
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Any woman in the congregation is welcome to 

become a member of United Methodist Women.  

Our Unit meetings are held on the first Wednesday 

of the month usually at noon in Wilson or Wesley 

Hall for lunch, an interesting program, and a short 

business meeting.  Morning and afternoon circles 

meet on the third Wednesday of the month at 9:30 

am and 1:30 pm.  The Circle of Hope meets on the 

third Monday of the month at 7 pm.  If you would 

like additional information about UMW and/or 

would like to visit or join a circle, please call Ann 

Rebka (742-3961). 
 

The next Unit meeting of the United Methodist 

Women will be a luncheon on Wednesday, 

February 4, at noon in Wesley Hall with the 

Morning Circle serving as hostesses.  Please 

remember to bring your own table service.  The 

program will be on the Developmental Center, one 

of the local agencies our Unit supports. 

For our community service project, the 

coordinators have designated a cash collection 

and Valentines for the Laramie Care Center.  

Please bring signed Valentine cards (not the very 

small cards designed for children) for the residents 

of the Laramie Care Center.  Please DO NOT SEAL 

the envelopes.  Those distributing the cards need 

to know if it is appropriate before giving it to a 

resident.   

The executive Committee will meet prior to the Unit 

meeting on February 4 at 10:30 am in Room 104. 

Valentine Benefit 
Dinner 

February 14, 
6:00-8:00 pm 

 
Entertainment at 7 pm 

 
Wilson Hall, Methodist 

Church 
1215 E. Gibbon St. 

 
Free will donation 
 

Hosted by: 
United Methodist Men 

 
Proceeds go to  

Building Fund projects  
and church supported missions 

 
Please RSVP by February 4 to the 

church office (742-8121)  
with your first and last name  

and number attending. 

The committee voted to authorize TDSi to finish the schematic drawing (the preliminary drawing, if you will) 

of the new Sanctuary and other renovations.  Discussion was held about the optimum times to build in 

Laramie—obviously, the summer months (April to October.)  Finances will dictate the summer that we can 

do this—hopefully 2016, but perhaps 2017 (the above schedule assumes a 2016 target).  Options for 

financing the project will be discussed at upcoming meetings after consultation with the Rocky Mountain 

United Methodist Foundation.    Be assured, the congregation will continue to be consulted frequently in 

this process and ultimately will vote on the final design and financing plan before construction could begin. 

It is with great responsibility and excitement that the building committee is working.  It is our consideration 

that we are building for the future—the future of the United Methodist Church  in Laramie.  Please hold our 

committee and our congregation in your prayers as we go about this important work of discernment for our 

church. 

Submitted by Susan Ballard  
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The Kids’ Choir meets from 10:20-

11 am on Sundays in the video 

room.  They sing during the 9 am 

service on the 3rd Sunday of the 

month. Children of all ages are welcome to join 

at any time!  Contact LeeAnn Gray at 745-8698 

with any questions. 

Yes, it’s that time of year again.  A time to 

embrace gladiatorial competition and grown 

men in spandex!  A time to sit on the edge of our 

seats as whistles blow and the sound of helmets 

cascading against one another compel us into 

spectator adrenaline frenzy.  A time to leave 

behind the injustices of society 

for a few hours as we unite in 

the camaraderie of a national 

pastime.  Sunday, February 1, 

as the Patriots and Seahawks 

prepare to play, our youth will be 

collecting non-perishable goods 

and monetary donations for 

Interfaith Good Samaritan in the 

annual FUMC Souper bowl Sunday 

extravaganza.  That morning, our kids will be 

‘taking the field’ in the lobby with their soup 

pots and glamorous smiles for those who are up 

to the challenge! 

This coming June 

our youth will be 

participating in a 

mission trip to the 

W i n d  R i v e r 

Reservation through 

Y o u t h w o r k s 

( h t t p s : / /

www.youthworks.com) ministries.  Through 

serving the local community in partnership with 

tribal housing authorities, our teens will 

experience an enhanced connection to God, 

each other, and their neighbor as they reach out 

to help with minor home exterior repair, yard 

work, and other simple work projects as well as 

leading Bible lessons, games, and interacting 

with local children and elderly residents.  During 

this five day Christ-centered trip, they’ll have the 

opportunity to experience the rich history of the 

region, hear stories from community members, 

and see the Eagle Spirit Dancers perform 

traditional dances. 

In order to help defray the cost of the trip, our 

kids are looking to raise $1000 between now 

and June.  While monetary donations are 

certainly welcome, the kids are willing to offer 

their services to the congregation in exchange 

for contributions to their cause.  If any member 

of the congregation has some good adolescent 

work that needs to be done (i.e. spring cleaning, 

poop scooping, painting, strategic demolition, 

etc.) please call the church office or Brandon 

Erdmann at 307-742-0487 to coordinate an on-

site crew for your needs. 

Thanks in advance for helping our youth 

experience the joy of Christ in their own lives 

through sharing His love with others. 

 

 February 22: Teacher Appreciation Dinner 

 March 15: No Sunday school and no 

children’s choir for Spring Break 

Thank you to all who attended and helped make our Children’s Christmas program a success this year!  

We sincerely appreciated the opportunity to entertain you during our church brunch.  Special thanks to 

Santa and Mrs. Claus for taking time of out of their busy schedule to read to us all.   
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February is the month of LOVE.  For good or bad, 

Valentine’s Day brings to mind images of 

couples, romantic dinners, and lots of 

chocolate.  When I was single, I wore black on 

Valentine’s Day because it wasn’t a day of 

celebration for ME!  Some of you may have that 

special someone in your life and this month of 

love is a time of celebration.  If that is not your 

case, then know you are not alone. 
 

In fact, maybe the month of LOVE should be less 

about romantic love, and more about the love 

that God offers to every one of us.  You are 

loved.  You are special in God’s eye. No matter 

what.  Whether your grades are excellent, 

mediocre or near the bottom.  Even if you change 

your major, again, and still don’t know what you 

want to do.  Even if your family pressures you 

about grades, career, or anything at all.  Even if 

romantic love eludes you.  Constantly. 
 

May you find God’s unconditional love today.  It 

lasts longer and never fails (see 1 Corinthians 

13).  May our Wesley group be a place to 

discover this accepting love. 
 

May the love and grace of God in Jesus Christ be 

with you all, 
 

Pastor Laura 

 Classes resume January 26.  So our first 

Thursday Lunch at UW will be January 29, 12 

noon at UW’s food court (downstairs in the 

Wyoming Union).  I look forward to seeing you 

then! 

 Sunday, February 1, is the Super Bowl.  Our 

Annual Super Bowl Party will be at 4 pm that 

Sunday.  We will meet at LeeAnn Gray’s 

home (2130 Curtis St.).  Bring a snack to 

share.   

 Because of the Super Bowl, our next Bible 

Study will be Sunday, February 8, 3 pm at the 

church. 

 Remember that Sunday morning worship 

services at First UMC-Laramie are at 9:00 am 

(in the sanctuary) & 10:30 am (in the Upper 

Room). 

 C h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e , 

www.wyomingwesley.com, for all fun, spiritual 

and service events. 
 

The Wesley Foundation awards scholarships 

each year.  Applications are due February 

16.  Application forms and guidelines are 

available in Wesley Lounge and on the website 

(www.wyomingwesley.com).  Any college student 

- active in Wesley or active in the church - is 

eligible. 

There are new ways to support the Wesley Foundation: 

@Safeway:  Purchase a $10 Reloadable Safeway Card from Pastor Laura.  Each card comes with $10 on 

it.  Add funds to this card and a portion of the proceeds (between 3-5%) will be given to Wesley. 

@Amazon:  Visit smile.amazon.com and select “The Wesley Foundation At The University of Wyoming” as 

the charity.  Amazon will give 0.5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Wesley. 

@PayPal:  At your convenience, make a donation to the Wesley Foundation via PayPal.   

Contact Pastor Laura if you have any questions  

@Phoneraiser: Recycle used cell phones, MP3 players, digital cameras, and inkjet cartridges in the red 

box in the church lobby 

http://www.wyomingwesley.com
http://www.wyomingwesley.com
http://www.pawsofcoronado.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/amazon+smile.png
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February 1  Greg Jordan 

February 8  Denny Coon 

February 15  Chris Bammerlin 

February 22  Harold Colby 
 

February 1 Doug Hendricks 

    Harold Colby 

    Jim Andersen 

    Gary Crum 

February 8 Betty Stinson 

    Randy Anderson 

    Virginia Porter 

February 15 Don Merriam 

    Blaine Baker 

    Ed Nowak 

February 22 Sandy Kerr 

    Rollin & Carolyn Abernethy 

    Jan Mahlum 

If you have any conflict with 

these dates or service times, 

please contact Rev. Jeff or 

Barb in the church office. 
 

February 1  Jan Mahlum 

February 8  Betty Stinson 

February 15  Greg Jordan 

February 22  Diane Mercil 

 

 

 
February 1 

East Door   Jan Mahlum & Susan Ballard 

Harney Door  Barbara Fresquez & Joan Ryan 

February 8 

East Door   Don & Sigrid Merriam 

Harney Door  Sidney Walter &  

     Stephanie Wodahl 

February 15 

East Door   Bernie & Jean Kolp 

Harney Door  Milie & Taylor Leaming 

February 22 

East Door   Bob & Sylvia Hansen 

Harney Door   

The March 2015 Newsletter deadline is February 8. Be sure 

to send all your Newsletter articles to the Office by this date. 

Dec 21   146 

Dec 28   76 

Jan 4    0 (Boiler malfunction) 

Jan 11    104 

Jan 18    130 

Year to Date Average  133 

 

February 1  Gail Otto 

     Marilee Wear 

February 8  Mark Gunnerson 

     Kelly Namie 

     Diane Mercil 

February 15  Ed & Guyla Nowak 

     Lucille Anderson 

February 22  Sandy Barstow 

     Jan Mahlum 

Updates to the membership and 

church friends list will be 

included each month.  We lift up 

in prayer those who have 

recently passed away: 

 Regina Barrington 12/17/14 

 Glen Rebka   1/13/15 

 Eleanor Noble   1/13/15 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=uTIbeNPCN4xHBM&tbnid=GpbhQCcxIgT_4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stgerald.org%2Fushers.html&ei=wPacUYOhNMfJyAGIlIGACA&psig=AFQjCNGrxBb_NSDTC4ZamwbufG9w3dlWSA&ust=1
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=dRV5k8MhNj_4mM&tbnid=FaYtt78V7XBrdM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartbest.com%2Fclipart-biyMLdEiL&ei=W4ghVNTiHcW0yATIlILwAw&psig=AFQjCNGatP8sJW-uqSQoLOnfAOISAZd6oQ&ust=14115701
http://www.canstockphoto.com/the-angel-7306385.html
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First United Methodist Church 

1215 E Gibbon Street 

Laramie, WY 82072-2845 

 

(307) 742-8121 

office@laramieumc.com 

 

www.laramieumc.com 

 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Organization 
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Laramie, WY 82070 

 
Feb 2  12:00 pm Endowment 

Feb 3  6:00 pm Trustees 

Feb 4  10:30 am UMW Executive Committee 

Feb 4  12:00 pm UMW Unit Lunch 

Feb 8  FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Feb 8  6:30 pm Gem City Pub Theology 

Feb 9  5:45 pm Christian Ed. Team 

Feb 10  6:30 pm Church Council 

Feb 11   5:30 pm Wesley Board 

Feb 14   6:00 pm Valentine Dinner 

Feb 16  7:00 pm Circle of Hope 

Feb 18  9:30 am Sunshine Circle 

Feb 18  Ash Wednesday: 12 pm & 6:00 pm 

Feb 18  1:30 pm Esther Circle 

Feb 22  5:00 pm Teacher Appreciation Dinner 
 

 

 

Sunday 

  9:00 am   Sanctuary Worship 

  9:15 am   Children’s Sunday School 

10:00 am   Fellowship Time 

10:20 am   Kids’ Choir Practice 

10:30 am   Upper Room Worship 

10:30 am   Adult Sunday School classes 

12:00 pm   2 Samuel Study  

  3:00 pm  Wesley Bible Study 

Monday 

10:00 am   Women’s Study  

Tuesday 

  9:00 am  Membership/Care 

  2:00 pm  A Course in Miracles 

Thursday 

  6:30 pm  Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

  7:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

http://www.laramie-umc.com/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-h7qM5U3BM7c/TVR1KO3Lw8I/AAAAAAAABH4/54iwpNe7F8c/s1600/February.gif

