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Office Hours 
 

9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday Mid-week Lenten Services continue through March 

25 on Wednesday evenings at 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room.  These half hour services are designed to be a 

time of reflection, remembrance, recognition and pray-

er as we walk together through the weeks leading to our 

Lord’s crucifixion. 

 
Lenten Meals - The Fellowship/Connection & Membership Ministry will serve a 

light meal before the Lenten services starting at 6:00 p.m.  Meals will begin promptly 

at 6:00 p.m. so we can eat and clean-up before the worship service at 6:45 p.m.  A 

small donation to cover the cost of preparing the meal would be deeply appreciated.  

March 4 - Loaded Baked Potato with Ham 

March 11 - Chicken Wild Rice 

March 18 - Creamy Tomato with Sausage & Tortellini 

March 25 - The Rest of the Best! (Leftovers) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 9:30 a.m. 

Joyous singing and waving of palms as we celebrate Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m.    

A somber communion service remembering the Last Supper of Jesus with his disci-

ples and his betrayal and arrest 
 

Good Friday, April 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Service lead by the youth commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus. 
 

   Easter Day, April 5 at 9:30 a.m. 

   A joyous celebration of the resurrection of Christ! 
 

   Youth led Easter Egg Hunt for the children after worship! 

 

 

Lent/Holy Week 

Schedule 

  

 

March is Minnesota 

FoodShare Month 

  

 

Save the Date  

for  

PPC Deacon’s  

Annual Auction  

 

 

Have you seen the gray 

vacuum cleaner? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent and Holy Week  
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http://www.plymouthpc.org/
http://www.plymouthpc.org/
http://www.plymouthpc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Pastor: 

Dear Friends: 
 

A relative sent me this article entitled “The Back Nine.” It got me doing some self-reflection about life in general.  
 

Time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware.  

 

It seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on a new life with my life-partner.  Yet in a way, 

it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where the years have gone. I know I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was 

back then and of all my hopes and dreams.  

 

But, here it is – the “back nine” of my life and it’s caught me by surprise. How did I get here so fast?  Where did the 

years go – where did my youth go? I remember vividly seeing older people through the years and thinking that those 

older people were years away from me. I was only on the first hole and the “back nine” was so far off that I couldn’t 

fathom it or fully imagine what it would be like.  

 

But, here it is…my friends are retiring and getting grey. They move slower and I see an older person in the mirror these 

days. Some are in better shape and some in worse shape than me, but I see the great change.  

 

Not like the ones that I remember when I was young and vibrant…but like me, their age is beginning to show and we 

are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we’d become.   

 

Each day, taking a nap is not a treat anymore…it’s mandatory!  Because if I don’t do it on my own free will, I’ll just 

fall asleep where I sit!  

 

And so, I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains, the loss of strength and the ina-

bility to do things I wish I had done!  

 

So, I’m on my “back nine.” I'm not sure how long it will last, but this I know for sure, when it’s over on this earth…it’s 

over; and a new adventure will begin!  

 

Yes, I have regrets.  There are things I wish I hadn’t done and things I should have done.  There are also many things 

I’m happy I did. I’ve come to realize that it's all in a lifetime.  

 

So, if you’re not on the “back nine” yet, let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think.  Whatever you 

would like to accomplish in your life, please do it quickly!  Don’t put things off too long!  Life keeps speeding up! Do 

what you can today, as you can never be sure whether you’re on the “back nine” or not!  You have no promise that you 

will see all the seasons of your life…so, live for today and say all the things that you want your loved ones to remem-

ber, and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for them in all the years past!  

 

“Life” is a gift to you from God.  The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after you.  Make it a fantas-

tic one!  

 

LIVE IT WELL!...ENJOY TODAY!...DO SOMETHING FUN!...MAKE SOMEONE SMILE!...BE HAPPY!... 

HAVE A GREAT DAY!         

 

Remember: “Health is the real wealth!” 

      Thank You! Dear PPC friends, 
We know that the church meant a lot to Jo Ringgenberg, in particular Plymouth Presbyteri-

an Church.  She spent many of her volunteer hours here making banners, taking notes for 

Session, cleaning the kitchen and more.  She loved helping others.  She also loved being 

surrounded by her Christian community here at PPC. 
 

We appreciate all of you who helped with Jo’s memorial service.  You hung the banners, 

baked bars, set up and cleaned up the sanctuary, and so on making the church ready. 
 

We are grateful to those who donated to the PPC Memorial Fund and IOCP in the name of 

Jo Ringgenberg.   We are thankful for the loving arms of the PPC community! 
 

Love,   

The Ringgenberg Family 



 

Birthdays 
 

Andrew Allen 

Lauren Bahls 

Lindsay Breidenbach 

Marc Carranza 

Aaron Dando 

Mitzi Dosher 

Scott Durdin 

Troy Ess 

Matthew Fox 

Harrison Gabe 

Kelly Goblirsch 

David Hammelman 

Tim Hammelman 

Belinda Hollman 

Samuel Hollman 

Donna 

Holton Halverstadt 

Bob Johnson 

Colin Johnson 

Joanna Kipp 

Bruce Koenen 

Emily Koenen 

Mark Lavender 

Judy Maul 

Krista McMahan 

Eileen Phifer 

Chad Robran 

Deb Shatto 

Ben Vickery 

 

 

Anniversaries 
 

Ann and Kevin  

Foote 
 

David and Loni  

Gradick 
 

Lori and Steve  

Haskamp 
 

Dale and Mari  

Thompson 
 

John and Linda  

Wilkens 

 Connection & Fellowship and Membership —  Jan Lillemo and Kriss Peek  

 

Ongoing Groups: 
 

GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group   
Women’s Bible study - Meets 1st, 2nd, & 4th  Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside 

Room  
 

On the 3rd Wednesday meet at Presbyterian Homes SummerWood in Plymouth. 

Contact:  Jan Leaf 
 

Serenity Seekers 
Al Anon support group - Meets on Thursday from 6:00 - 7:15 p.m. in the Fireside Room  
 

Prayer Chain   3rd  Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room   

Contact: Penny Blankenship  PrayerChain@plymouthpc.org 
 

Book Club   

4th  Monday  at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room.   

Contact:  Dorothy Vigness  
  

PPC Gals   

2nd  Sunday following worship and education (approximately 11:00 a.m.)  

Location posted in the Narthex.   

Contact:  Debi Shatto, Fellowship@plymouthpc.org or the church office. 
 

Baker’s Group  

2nd  Saturday at 9:30 a.m. in the Kitchen 

Contact:  Kriss Peek  
 

More information: If you would like more information about any of the on going 

groups or upcoming events, please contact the coordinators or e-mail fellow-

ship@plymouthpc.org.  If you are viewing the online version of the Grapevine you can 

click on the link to contact a coordinator or to view more information 

Easter Flowers:  We will be decorating the sanctuary with flow-

ers for our Easter Day service.  Order forms will be in the bulle-

tins beginning March 8 or in the church office.  The last Sunday 

to order Easter flowers will be March 22. 
 

Flower Chart: The 2015 flower chart is hanging at the entrance 

of the coat room and still has open dates.   Please consider sign-

ing up to provide flowers for one of our Sunday worship ser-

vices.  You can choose to provide flowers yourself or have the 

church provide them for $18.  If you would like the church to 

provide flowers, please make out a separate check with flowers 

in the memo line or cash indicating it is for flowers.  You may 

put either in the offering plate.    

New Hymnals:  Just a reminder that we are still accepting dedi-

cations for the new hymnal.  The cost per hymnal is $20, which 

all goes toward purchase of the hymnals.  Dedication forms can 

be found in the narthex, in the church office, or by contacting 

the Worship and Music Ministry Team at:   

worship@plymouthpc.org  

Worship and Music Ministry— Sandy Hawley and Laurie Latimer 

http://www.plymouthpc.org/groups/gift-group
mailto:jmgleaf@comcast.net
http://www.plymouthpc.org/groups/prayer-chain
mailto:PrayerChain@plymouthpc.org
http://www.plymouthpc.org/groups/book-club
http://www.plymouthpc.org/groups/gal-s-gathering
mailto:Fellowship@plymouthpc.org
http://www.plymouthpc.org/groups/ppc-bakers
mailto:fellowship@plymouthpc.org
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Laura Foote graduated with distinction from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities in December, 2014.  Her 

major was in Communications Studies with minors in Business Management and History.  She is working at a mar-

ket research company called Custom Intercept Solutions. 
 

Magen Nivison’s Research Moves Forward  Magen, a sophomore majoring in Chemistry and Honors Program 

student at the University of Minnesota, Morris, continues to make progress in her research work studying the pro-

gression of neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimer’s.  The American Chemical Society has invited Magen to 

present the results of her latest efforts at their 2015 spring national meeting, which is being held March 22-26 in 

Denver, CO.  Funding to pay for Magen’s costs to attend the conference has been generously provided by the How-

ard Hughes Medical Institute. 

Youth Group - Jon Warren 

Mission Ministry - Joanne Mann and Krista McMahan 
March is a very important month for our mission team as we partner with IOCP during the 

statewide Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign.  This is the only statewide grassroots 

effort where every dollar given goes to local food shelves to fight hunger. IOCP’s, Prevent 

Hunger! Campaign kicks off March 1st and their goal is to raise 100,000 pounds of food and 

$100,000 to address and prevent hunger in our community. As part of that campaign, we 

will be participating in the Donation Creation event.  Let’s show them what great team spirit we have by building a 

food structure in the shape of our initials – PPC!  Please bring your non-perishable food items to the coatroom 

throughout the entire month of March!  You can also donate directly:  

http://mnfoodshare.gmcc.org/march.php.  
 

Here is a list of the most needed items:  flour, sugar, cooking oil, tuna, cereal, diapers, toilet paper, dish soap,  

paper towels, toothpaste 

From the PPC Deacons                                

March is one of my favorite months of the year. Not just because of March Madness and my love 

for college basketball, but I love the season of Lent leading up to Easter. We are also getting 

close to this summer's mission trip. This year, instead of one big fundraiser, we decided to do 

something different.   

 

March for mission 
We will see the mission trip youth every week during the month of March. On March 1rst, we will be having a noisy 

offering during church. The next week (March 8th), we will sale donuts. We will then make postcards on March 

15th, and end with a bake sale on March 22nd. All of the youth will be participating and these will be our main in 

house fundraisers for this summer's mission trip.   

 

Midweek Youth Group 
Since we are in the season of Lent, youth group will stay in house this month. Our social night will be a movie/

game night on March 4th. We will cook/bake on the 11th and then start practicing and rehearsing for Good Friday on 

the 18th and 25th. All meetings will start at 7:00 PM.  

 

It should be a great month. Thank you PPC for all your love and support.  

This and That 

ATTENTION: PPC Members & friends!  SAVE THE DATE: Sunday April 26 for the Annual 

Deacon’s Auction!  Look for further details as we get closer to the event.  Start praying about how 

you can contribute and participate!  We’ll be seeking donations and volunteers.  Funds raised go 

towards the Deacon’s Fund which is used to support the Mission of the PPC Board of Deacon’s: 

Minister to the spiritual, physical and emotional needs of our community by praying, listening, act-

ing and rejoicing in order to share the love of Jesus and build a stronger Christian community. 

http://mnfoodshare.gmcc.org/march.php
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News from PC (USA) Missionaries 
Over the years I have received letters from Ellen and Al Smith, two PCUSA Missionaries working in Russia and Eastern Eu-

rope with the Roma people, telling of their experiences, successes, and work.  I just received this letter and thought I would 

share it with you, as it addresses some of the tensions arising from Rusian-Ukraine relations.  You will find the word 

“twinning” mentioned. Twinning is partnering PCUSA congregations with Roma congregations and missions.  If you would 

like to learn more about what the PCUSA is doing in this area of the world, you can go online to PCUSA.org for further infor-

mation.  – Ewen  

 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

 
A new year is upon us, already well under way. I returned to Russia last week after a significant absence. I have had various people ask me 

about the safety of traveling to Russia when the country is under stress. I cannot say that the stress is apparent on the streets or in casual 

conversations. Prices have gone up, food is very expensive, but Russians are used to struggling. Goods from Europe are now largely out of 

reach, as is the thought of travel in that direction, but those are luxuries. It is a time for belt tightening. They know how to do that. 

 

In my conversations with church leaders, I did hear elements of stress. Interchurch relations have made a great deal of progress through the 

14 years we have been engaged in Russia. A softening of rhetoric and even healthy dialogue has taken place between Orthodox and 

Protestant Christians, but for many it now feels as though things are slipping back to the old days. I think it is, at least in part, the result of 

the deep tensions between Russia and Ukraine. Where once there were close bonds across national boundaries, there are now accusations 

and deep divisions. It is as if the church is afraid to act like the church, lest they be accused of disloyalty to the nation. The tensions pour 

over to church bodies within each nation as well. I have heard some say that it is competition for the members. I have heard others say that 

it has to do with differing national identities. It is an underlying stress and it reminds my friends of times gone by that they never really 

trusted would not return. I cannot say that they are afraid, but they are saddened. 

 
I have not in any way felt uncomfortable in Russia. My visit was a catch-up with my colleagues after my months of absence. They were 

glad I’d come, because so many Western partners have left for good. Russians feel rejected by the West. It is actually a return to their his-

torical relationship with the rest of the world—distrust and fear. The Russian partners have expressed concern that twinning might not sur-

vive the current crisis. I have spent my time trying to reassure them. I hope I reassure you as well. We have brothers and sisters in Russia. 

They love us and they pray for us. May we do the same. Partnership is not just for the easy days. It is for the hard days as well. 

 

If you are interested, I am working with Carl Horton of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program to organize a Travel Study Seminar in Rus-

sia. The dates are currently set for June 1-13, 2015. The dates are very close, but they are the best dates for our calendars and the Russian 

partners. If you have any interest in joining us, please be in touch with me or with Carl [carl.horton@pcusa.org]. 

 
I have enjoyed hearing news from many of you about what is going on in your congregations and your families. It makes us feel  connect-

ed.  The news in our family is that Emma, our youngest, has been accepted at her first choice university. She still has applications out, but 

it is so clear where she wants to go that it has become a moot point. This will give us two daughters in the same city, which will be a real 

luxury. Since it is also my hometown, I’m quite pleased at the prospect of going home to see them. 

 
Al and I have decided that as Emma starts university this fall it will be a good time for us to take a few months of itineration. We have not 

taken an extended period of itineration since 2010-11, so we are a bit overdue.  Currently our plan is to be available from September 1, 

2015, to January 10, 2016. If your church would like to invite us, we would love to come and share about Roma ministry, the Twinning 

Program, and how God is at work in the former Soviet Union in these very difficult days. 

 
We are deeply grateful for your support in all its many forms. We have been uplifted by your prayers, encouraged by your notes and 

emails, and moved by your financial commitment to the ministry. We ask for your ongoing partnership with us in Russia and Eastern Eu-

rope. 

 
Peace and blessings, 

Ellen 

 Boy Scout Troop #3538 Tech Dump— Saturday, March 21   10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.    
Rainbow Foods parking lot in the Plymouth Station (southeast corner of Hwy 55 and Cty Rd 24)   

BRING IT!  That is...bring your old TVs, computers, keyboards, cell phones, etc*...basically your 

old electronics for recycling!  Boy Scout Troop #3538 is hosting another Tech Dump this year as a 

fundraiser for camp and other activities.  PLEASE share this information with your friends, rela-

tives, neighbors, co-workers, other members of clubs or teams...we will take any and all electronic 

items for recycling.  Questions, please feel free to contact the troop via info@Troop3538.org, or 

Kim Romine at 612-578-1771.  Additional information:  http://www.techdump.org/troop3538/ 



By Margaret McCray, D.Min., LMFT 

612.332.7743 ext. 222                                                                    

mmccray@wpc-mpls.org 

Life is constantly evolving, changing in increments we barely notice, or sometimes with a speed that literally leaves 

us breathless and spinning.  Today the counseling center is spinning… 

 

Our newest therapist, Ben Thompson, about whom we were very excited and had begun to feel he was “one of us,” 

sent me an email last week with his own story of rapid evolution. Ben was excited to be a part-time therapist at the 

Counseling Center while also serving a nearly full-time position with an inpatient residential mental health pro-

gram.  Suddenly an unexpected vacancy in a directorship opened up in his health care division and he was asked to 

take the position. He felt he could not turn down the experience and professional opportunity it afforded him, but it 

meant he would not be able to meet the expectations of a position with us. So in a matter of less than a month, we 

both experienced a double dose of unexpected evolution. In the midst of the spinning, Ben moved forward and we 

seemed to move back. Yet we never go back to square one. Every step in a new direction brings about something 

new. 

 

All of us live in this paradigm of change, change we may choose and change that chooses us. In today’s world we 

are confronted with threats or opportunities that are evolving over a staggering number of issues: religion and reli-

gious warfare, sexuality, race, socio-economics, climate, care of our planet, to name only a few. And each of us 

must also face our own private issues as well, all of which require courageous soul-searching. 

Jesus preached and lived change. He was not constrained by “the way things are.” He challenges us to be thought-

ful, passionate, and compassionate agents of change. And he reassures us that whether we are agents or recipients of 

change; whether the evolution of change brings fear, grief, confusion or joy, we are never alone. In such times, 

I often go to Thomas Merton’s much loved prayer: 

  

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where 

it will end… 

 

I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost… for you are ever with me and will never leave me to face my 

perils alone. 

  

Whether step by step or in a whirlwind, God works within us to bring about the blessed “new thing” (Is 43:19) by 

which we and our world are made new. Perils or promotions, evolution is a gift of God. 

 
 Building and Grounds Committee 

Our newest vacuum purchased in 2012 has been missing since at least January 23rd.  The church 

has been searched and our janitorial service and the preschool staff have not used the vacuum in at 

least several months.  The other two upright vacuums in the building are beyond their useful life as 

industrial machines.  It will cost the church approximately $300 to replace this vacuum.  Please 

send an email to buildingandgrounds@plymouthpc.org if you have any information as to it wherea-

bouts.  Thanks! 

From the Westminster Counseling Center 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Minneapolis 

mailto:mmccray@wpc-mpls.org
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