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Growing Together 
Monthly Newsletter for Columbia University’s 
Manhattanville in West Harlem Development 

olumbia’s long-term plan for the old Manhattanville manufacturing area will revitalize the four former industrial 
blocks from 125th/129th to 133rd Street between Broadway and 12th Avenue, and three small blocks along the east 
side of Broadway from 131st to 134th Street, into an environmentally sustainable and publicly accessible center for 
academic and civic life woven into the fabric of the West Harlem community. 

Project Scope 
The initial phase of development will include the Jerome L. Greene 

Science Center, the Lenfest Center for the Arts, a new home for the 

Columbia Business School, and the University Forum.  Later phases 

will emphasize interdisciplinary scholarship, including biomedical 

engineering, nanotechnology, systems biology, and urban and 

population studies, as well as housing for graduate students and 

faculty. 

Current Construction Activity 
Jerome L. Greene Science Center 

Concrete placement, steel framing, spray fireproofing, shaft and wall 

framing, building enclosure and mechanical electrical and plumbing 

(MEP) installations are ongoing. Glass installation on the 1st floor 

urban layer is in progress. Framing and sheetrock of interior 

partitions is in progress. Roofing work is in progress. Fireproofing is 

underway. Elevator work continues. Temporary boiler is in operation. 

Perimeter radiant heat tubing and concrete slab infill is in progress 

up to level 8. Leveling of floors is in progress on levels 3 and 4. 

Installation of lab casework spines is underway on level 4. Pouring of 

loading dock curbs and slab to begin.    

Lenfest Center for the Arts 

Intumescent coating continues.  Spray-on fireproofing is in 

progress.   Curtain wall embedments are in progress.  

Utility and Site Work  

Installation of new structure in a portion of the area below grade that 

will allow for future below grade development and  support new 

street construction such as road pavement, sidewalks, curbs, 

utilities and street lighting. Installation of new sewer pipe and 

manholes on West 130th Street is ongoing, between 12th Avenue 

and Broadway.  Installation of utilities at West 125th Street/West 

129th Street is expected.  West 130th Street is closed to pedestrian 

and vehicular traffic.  

 

Central Energy Plant (CEP) 

Installation of electrical grounding, plumbing piping work, 

permanent power conduit and branch circuit conduit systems is 

ongoing. Installation of feeders from the CEP to switchgear in JLG 

2nd floor is ongoing. Branch circuits and ground plate installation is 

ongoing in BG-4 vaults. Installation of condenser water and chill 

water piping and electrical conduits on ceiling slab of BG-6 is 

ongoing. Steam piping delivery is ongoing. Conduit installation and 

equipment installation ongoing in BG-4 DC room.  Piping 

connections and welding work for chillers and boilers is ongoing.    

Phase 1 Emergency Generator Project 

Furnish and install emergency generator plant on the roof of the 

Studebaker building to provide emergency power to the 

Manhattanville campus.  Concrete pours are underway. Core drilling 

for mechanical and electrical risers are underway.   

Abatement and Demolition 

Abatement and demolition is planned at select University-owned 

buildings located within the block bordered by Broadway, West 

125th Street and West 129th Streets. Demolition of 3205-3219 

Broadway  (corner of Broadway, 125th and 129th Streets) has been 

completed .   
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What to Expect 
Although contractors carefully stage construction activities to 

minimize disruption to the surrounding community, the nature of 

construction work is such that some disruptions will occur.  The 

community should expect the following in the coming months:   

 Regular work hours are 7:00am - 6:00pm Monday through Friday 

 Weekend work may be performed. 

 Above and below grade hoists are operational. 

 Closure of certain traffic lanes, parking lanes, sidewalks and 

crosswalks, including: 

 No standing on West 129th Street between Broadway and 

West 125th Street. 

 West 130th Street between Broadway and 12th Avenue is 

anticipated to remain closed until the summer of 2015.  

 There is a no parking zone in effect on the west side of 

Broadway from West 130th to 131st Streets.  

 The existing construction fence has been relocated to the 

curb line and the existing Broadway sidewalk has been 

closed from West 130th to West 131st Street.  The 

Broadway parking lane is being used as a temporary 

pedestrian walkway, and barriers have been installed to 

separate pedestrians from traffic lanes. 

Community Amenities and Benefits 

To access the Columbia University’s Community Services Website, 

please visit: manhattanville.columbia.edu  then click “Community” 

in the navigation menu. 

Minority, Women, and Local Businesses and Workforce 

Columbia has made a significant commitment to the minority, 

women, and local (MWL) construction contracting and workforce 

community throughout the course of the project: MWL construction 

trade contracting goal of 35 percent and MWL construction trade 

workforce goal of 40 percent.  Working with construction contractors 

and the building trades, Columbia is working to enhance the role 

MWL firms and workers play in building the new campus.  All figures 

represent non-specialty construction services and related materials. 
 

Construction Contracting 

In the third quarter 2014 (July 1 to September 30), Columbia paid 

$8,464,284 to MWL firms, representing 42 percent of total 

construction spend.  $689,773, or 8 percent of that figure, was paid 

to local companies. 
 

Cumulatively from August 1, 2008, through September 30, 2014, 

Columbia paid $70,653,653 to MWL firms, representing 34 percent 

of total construction spend.  $35,885,715, or 51 percent of that 

figure, was paid to local companies.  
 

Construction Workforce 

In the third quarter 2014 (July 1 to September 30), the MWL 

construction workforce delivered 69,228 hours worked, representing 

47 percent of the total workforce hours for the construction of the 

new Manhattanville campus.  11,375 hours, or 16 percent of that 

figure, were performed by the local workforce. 
 

Cumulatively from August 1, 2008, through September 30, 2014, 

the MWL construction workforce delivered 514,639 hours worked, 

representing 55 percent of the total workforce hours for the 

construction of the new Manhattanville campus.  99,442 hours, or 

19 percent of that figure, were performed by the local workforce.  
 

Jobs and Opportunities 
Job opportunities are currently limited as we are in the initial phases 

of our vision.  Major trade unions working on the site currently 

include Laborers (locals 731, 78 and 79), Operating Engineers 

(locals 14 and 15) and Dock builders (local 1456).  As the project 

progresses, we expect additional opportunities for people with a 

wide range of skills and experience in the coming years.   

We are working with our construction partner McKissack & 

McKissack to assist those interested in employment with 

construction firms currently working at Columbia.  For more 

information, please contact McKissack’s Office of Community 

Employment at 646-386-7277.  

Additional Information 

This newsletter and our weekly construction updates (which contain 

more specific information about construction impacts) will be 

available on the web at http://manhattanville.columbia.edu and at 

various locations at the project site and throughout the 

Manhattanville area. 

Please note that construction activities are subject to change based 

on field conditions.  We appreciate the patience and cooperation of 

everyone who is temporarily inconvenienced by these projects. 

Should you have  questions about construction activity, call the 

Columbia Facilities Services Center at (212) 854-2222, 24 hours a 

day, 7 days a week, or e-mail projx@columbia.edu.  For more project 

information, to view upcoming bid opportunities, and to sign-up for 

our e-mail updates visit manhattanville.columbia.edu.  

Neighboring construction projects not related to 

Columbia 

 For information on the New York City Economic Development 

Corporation's West 125th Street Streetscape Improvement 

Project, please contact Patrick Jordan at 347-840-0914 or 

west125@zetlin.com.   

 For more information on New York City Transit’s Portal Repairs 

on the Broadway-7 Avenue Line please click here or visit 

MTA.info and search “Portal Repairs on the Broadway-7 Avenue 

Line” 
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Project News 

Columbia’s Manhattanville Construction Workers 

Celebrate Holiday Season While Reiterating  

Number One Goal: Safety   

Holiday displays created by the various union trades working at Columbia University’s 

Manhattanville development as part of the safety stand down event held in December  

As the holiday season approached, more than 650  union 

construction workers paused from their daily duties to join Columbia 

University and Lend Lease executives in celebrating the holidays and 

reaffirming the project’s longstanding commitment to safety.  

The “Safety Stand Down,” as the event is known, kicked off with an 

emergency evacuation drill, where the 650-plus construction workers 

stop their activities and exit the buildings on site via the stairs. 

The team reconvened on the eighth floor of the Jerome L. Greene 

Science Center for messages of safety from Patsy Lemole, general 

superintendent , and Steve Sommer, principal-in-charge, both of 

Lend Lease. 

Lemole credited the unions and union leadership for the high level of 

safety at the site, recognizing the safety culture that persists through 

each trade and the pride between fellow workers in valuing an 

incident and injury free job site.  With people focused on time away 

for the holiday, Sommer emphasized safety vigilance by reminding 

the group that “injury, getting hurt – even death – never takes a 

holiday.” 

Following a reorientation of safety topics from Joel Pickering, director 

of fire prevention/environment health and safety manager  for Lend 

Lease, Lend Lease superintendents performed a light-hearted skit on 

safety to further underscore the day’s message.   Forty construction 

workers were honored with safety recognition at the event, awarded 

by companies who felt the individuals were worthy of the recognition. 

The day also featured an ornament contest, with each construction 

trade designing a full-size holiday ornament.  Ornaments recognizing 

Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and even the Seinfeld-inspired 

Festivus were on display as part of the contest.  The team holds 

emergency evacuation drills every quarter. 

Community News 

Columbia Supports Harlem BID’s Holiday Lights on 

125th Street 

Columbia University joined other area businesses and institutions in supporting the 

125th Street Business Improvement District’s annual holiday lights and family 

activities on 125th Street during the 2014 holiday season   

Each year music, in-store and street activities, and festive lights 

signal that the holidays are near.  This winter season was no different 

as the 125th Street Business Improvement District (BID) installed 

decorative lighting and a holiday tree along the 125th Street 

corridor, complemented by family friendly activities.  The kickoff 

event was marked by an evening of holiday music, a Children’s 

Scavenger Hunt and a Parade of Lights as the holiday lights were 

illuminated along the corridor.  Once again, Columbia University 

joined other area businesses and institutions to extend support for 

this annual celebration.      

Victoria Mason-Ailey (bottom left), associate vice president for planning & community 

affairs at Columbia University, joined Barbara Askins (center), president and CEO of 

the 125th Street BID, and other community leaders in celebrating the holiday lights on 

125th Street   
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 Construction Progress Images 
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Stage 1  

Platinum  

Certified Plan  

Sustainable Partnerships 

Aerial view looking northeast 

Jerome L. Greene Science Center looking northwest 

Legend  

Phase 1A Jerome L. Greene Science Center, 

Lenfest Center for the Arts, Central Energy Plant  

 
 

Phase 2 Slurry Wall 
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Lenfest Center for the Arts and Jerome L. Greene Science Center 

http://www.nybuildingfoundation.org/livable-city.html

