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Racine, WI  February 18, 2015

Featured Recent Acquisition: Byobu by Mariko Kusumoto
One of RAM’s more popular exhibitions in recent memory was Mariko Kusumoto’s
2010 exhibition of elaborate metal box constructions. She uses a wide array of
metalsmithing techniques to create interactive sculptures that continuously open and
unfold to reveal hidden elements. Now through July 12, 2015, the Racine Art Museum
(RAM) is pleased to again display Kusomoto's sculpture Byobo, which has just entered
the museum's collection. RAM thanks long-time benefactor, Karen Johnson Boyd, for
continuing to donate exciting works like this to its permanent contemporary craft
collection.

Byobu are Japanese folding screens with wooden frames covered in silk. They are
intended to keep out drafts and create separate interior spaces. Kusumoto’s screens
act as a theater stage accompanied by a myriad number of props, clothing changes,
actors, and set designs. Each of these pieces has a magnet so that––like a child’s
paper theater or dollhouse––items can be added, subtracted, or rearranged,
creating literal performances or surrealistic compositions that act out dream
images as the “designer” creates his/her own magical stage set.

Kusumoto was born in Japan in 1967 and grew up in a 400-year-old temple
where her father was a Buddhist priest. She studied painting and printmaking
as an undergraduate in Tokyo and received her MFA degree from the Academy
of Art University in San Francisco in 1995. An opportunity to work in metal and
create jewelry near the end of her graduate studies set Kusumoto on her path
to creating these constructions.
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Featured Recent Acquisition: Chalice and Paten by Harold Schremmer
RAM also presents two major acquisitions in hollowware that have recently arrived. On
display through July 12, 2015, Chalice and Paten were created by the American
silversmith Harold Schremmer (1928 – 2014) for Reverend Ronald O. Crewe, longtime
pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Racine.

When Fr. Crewe was ordained, his parents commissioned his personal chalice
and paten as a gift. This is a frequent practice in the Catholic Church and Fr. Crewe
used these objects throughout his career. Schremmer paid strict attention to physical
requirements the Church established for the use of materials in making these objects,
but was allowed design freedom within those boundaries.

Schremmer graduated from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in 1953,
operating a smithing studio throughout his career. He taught at Maine College
of Art in Portland and the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, and was
awarded a Tiffany Foundation Grant. His ceremonial objects are in collections around
the world. Some of Schremmer’s more noted commissions include the elimination
trophies for six years of the America’s Cup races and a number of commissions
for the Vatican, including an altar cross for the High Altar of Saint Peter’s in Rome.

Fr. Crewe presented these items to RAM on the occasion of his retirement in memory
of his parents, Kenneth Owen and Marie Kersten Crewe of Racine. They are the first
examples of liturgical artworks to enter the museum’s collection.

This exhibition is made possible in part by RAM Platinum Sponsors: Karen Johnson Boyd and
William B. Boyd, SC Johnson, and Windgate Charitable Foundation.

## 

Together, the two campuses of the Racine Art Museum, RAM in downtown Racine at
441 Main Street and the Charles A. Wustum Museum of Fine Arts at 2519
Northwestern Avenue, seek to elevate the stature of contemporary crafts to that of
fine art by exhibiting significant works in craft media with painting, sculpture and
photography, while providing outstanding educational art programming.

Docent led contemporary craft and architectural tours of the museums are available.
Both campuses of the Racine Art Museum, are open Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 am –
5:00 pm, and are closed Mondays, Federal holidays and Easter. RAM is open Sunday
Noon – 5:00 pm, while Wustum is closed Sundays. An admission fee of $5 for adults,
with reduced fees for students and seniors, applies at RAM. Admission to Wustum is
free. Members are always admitted without charge to either campus.
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