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War in Ukraine – February 2015 

Once again, Jews in Ukraine are in danger. In a rescue mission on February 11, 130 Jewish elderly, children and 

their families were evacuated from Donetsk. Pulled out of the war zone, they were brought to the relative 

safety of Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine, where JDC has assumed full responsibility for their short-term care – 

including accommodations, basic needs, counseling and individual support.  Despite the cease-fire signed on 

February 12, the war in Eastern Ukraine continues to bring about economic devastation and a near 

humanitarian catastrophe.  

There are 5.2 million people living in conflict-affected areas and over a million people have fled their homes to 

other cities in Ukraine or Russia.  Already more than 5,000 people have been killed in the fighting, and another 

10,000 have been wounded. Thousands of Jews have fled the region, or remain trapped in the war zone. 

IMPACT 

In times of peace, JDC assists close to 70,000 impoverished Jewish elderly and children living in over 1,000 

locations in Ukraine who lead difficult lives of deprivation. For more than the 7,000 who have fled or who 

remain in the war zone, the situation has become that much more dire.  

• Loss of pensions: Elderly in the newly proclaimed republics are not receiving their pensions, often their 

only source of income.  

• Homelessness: Of the thousands of Jews who have fled, often with only what they could carry, more than 

2,000 are receiving assistance with food, medicine and/or housing in Russia and Ukraine.  

• Increased need among young families: Economic upheaval resulting from the crisis has caused a drastic 

loss of jobs and income for young families who were previously able to take care of themselves. 

MONTHLY RELIEF PROJECTIONS (FEBRUARY – JUNE 2015) 

More than 7,000 people living in the war zone or who have fled their homes are receiving JDC's life-

sustaining services. The following table represents the estimated monthly emergency needs of over $380,000 

through June 2015.  

Service Description Total Cost  

Emergency Relief 
Assistance 

Services that include food and medical support to needy elderly and 
children and families in the war zone or those who have fled their 
homes.  

$284,000 

Ukraine Crisis 



 
 

2 

Special Emergency Needs 
(SOS) 

One-time emergency expenses like medications or surgeries, 
emergency home repairs, or a one-time purchase of basic necessities. 

$33,000 

Special Operations and 
Service Delivery 

Assistance to escape the war zone, and the increased costs of service 
delivery to those who remain within the zone.  

$46,000 

Emergency Housing 
Rental subsidies of up to three months made available to displaced 
people who have fled their homes and do not have relatives with 
whom they can stay. 

$24,000 

Monthly Cost (EST)  $387,000 

 

OVERVIEW 

Fighting intensified in eastern Ukraine on Saturday, 

February 14 ahead of a midnight ceasefire, with 

separatists pressing government forces in the key 

town of Debaltseve, shelling killing at least one 

person in the rebel-held city of Donetsk. Earlier in 

the year, renewed fighting in the east of the 

country fueled a new round of displacement – 

significantly increasing the number of registered 

internally displaced people (IDPs) following the 

Government of Ukraine’s closure and withdrawal of 

government services (including pensions) in areas 

not within its control. As of January 21, 2015, the 

Ministry of Social Policy had registered 921,640 

IDPs across Ukraine, and more current estimates 

speak of 1.2 million and above. This surge of 

displacement further aggravates an already concerning situation—including strained host communities, 

drained volunteer support networks, and overloaded state social services. Many employers are reluctant to 

hire IDPs, since they do not know how long they will stay in their temporary place of residence.  

In late January, the Ukrainian government adopted new regulations for entering/leaving the war zone in 

which no one can cross the border between Ukraine and the war zone without prior authorization from 

Ukrainian security services and the defense ministry. The rule being a new one, no one knows for certain how 

to implement it. At the same time, access restrictions in non-governmental-controlled areas have produced 

new difficulties for the established supply routes for state programs and humanitarian aid delivery.  
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Entering and exiting Crimea has also become more complicated as railway and bus connections have stopped, 

and the movement of private vehicles is often restricted.  

Harsh winter conditions and the suspension of benefit payments in some parts of the Donetsk and Lugansk 

regions are making the situation even more challenging. There are reports from non-government-controlled 

areas that thousands of people are in highly vulnerable situations and in need of dire assistance.  

ECONOMIC REPERCUSSIONS 

Food prices are increasing with rising inflation. Coupled with the closure of state services and banks, 

inaccessible pensions, depleted savings and the overall lack of available hard currency, food access will 

continue to deteriorate. Additionally, physical access to markets within or near the buffer zone is reduced by 

ongoing security threats. It is also likely that current coping strategies are not sustainable over the coming 

months, with the risk of a worsening of household food security. This is especially true for the elderly, those in 

institutions, and other vulnerable individuals.  

Ukraine’s GDP shrank by nearly a tenth in 2014. The currency, the hryvnia, plummeted more than 75%. As 

the cost of imports rose, the official inflation rate is now between 25% - 30%. 

• Decreased Value of Currency:  The Ukrainian currency, the hryvnia (UAH), has decreased significantly in 

the past year (from 8 UAH = $1 to 26 UAH = $1). This has led to an erosion of local buying power, e.g. 

the average pension of 1,200 UAH, previously worth $150, is now worth $50. 

• Increased Cost of Basic Goods and Utilities: Prices of essentials are rising rapidly, e.g. food and medicine 

rose by 50-80%, and even more in the conflict zone. On average, households are paying 70% more for 

their monthly utility bills. 

• Regional Instability: Ukraine is not the only country affected. Russia’s economy has been hit hard: oil 

prices dropped by 44% and the ruble fell from 33 RUR to 66 RUR against the dollar in 2014. 

Ukraine’s foreign-exchange reserves have fallen from more than $16 billion in the middle of 2014 to less than 

$7 billion. Debt repayments of at least $10 billion, gas-import bills, and a lifeless banking sector mean that 

Ukraine will probably need $20 billion in external support.  

All 28 of the EU’s heads of state have put out a joint statement backing further sanctions on Russia after 

violence in Ukraine’s eastern provinces worsened markedly in recent days. This will inevitably impact the 

65,000 elderly clients served by JDC in Russia. 

 



 
 

4 

Missile that fell outside Hesed in Kramatorsk 

THE WAR ZONE 

Mariupol:  

Following a massive rocket attack on the 

eastern part of the city on January 24 that 

killed 30 and wounded over 100 people, 

Hesed Mariupol launched an urgent 

initiative to call every one of its 750 

beneficiaries. None were hurt in the attack, 

but six people reported shattered windows 

in their apartments to be repaired by JDC. 

Fortunately, there were no Jewish 

community members being treated for 

conflict-related injuries.  

For the 750 poor families and elderly cared for by JDC, homecare, medicine, and food services continue 

uninterrupted, and we are monitoring and addressing new needs as they arise. 

Donetsk and Lugansk:  

JDC’s Hesed social welfare centers in Donetsk and Lugansk are providing food, medication, and home care 

even when local caregivers have difficulty traveling around the cities due to shelling and mortar fire.  

JDC’s Winter Relief program is urgently distributing blankets, warm winter clothes, and electric heaters among 

approximately 10,000 Jews in need in the region, where power and heating fuel are in short supply. 

Another issue of concern is the growing number of Jews applying for services from JDC’s Hesed social welfare 

network. Nearly 2,000 people in more than 100 locations in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions have been 

added to the system in the last four months. Over 750 of them have applied for help in January 2015 alone.  

Kramatorsk: 

After a month of intense fighting in eastern Ukraine and continuous shelling of Donetsk, the city of Kramatorsk 

suffered a missile attack on February 10th, in which the local Hesed was hit by two rockets (see photo on next 

page). The rockets did not explode and no injuries to clients or professionals were reported. The Hesed, which 

serves 560 clients and employs 42 people, was evacuated.  
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Developments in Mariupol and Kramatorsk are particularly troubling as they are occurring beyond the original 

war zone. Should fighting intensify in these new areas, JDC will need to expand its emergency services to 

include the 1,500 elderly beneficiaries currently residing in this region and an unknown number of additional 

families and children.  

MONTHLY COST OF JDC EMERGENCY AID PER PERSON (ESTIMATED) 

Location Average Cost Range Service Description 

In the War Zone 

$50-90 per month per 
person for 4,700-5,000 
people – a majority of whom 
are elderly 

Supplemental emergency assistance (food and 
medicine, homecare, winter relief) beyond the 
regular humanitarian aid JDC provides to needy 
throughout the year 

Internally Displaced 
Persons  

$50-110 per month per 
person for over 2,000 
people 

Emergency food, medicine, trauma relief, and 
housing assistance, provision of basic supplies in 
new home 

UKRAINE CRISIS TIMELINE  

• July 2014: Dramatic deterioration of the situation in Lugansk and Donetsk regions. Local cities under artillery 

fire, and basic commodities, such as food, water, medicine, and fuel, are sparse. 

• September 2014: Sporadic fighting continues even after the signing of a truce between the Ukrainian 

government and pro-Russian separatists on September 5. Areas affected include sections of the front line: 

Donetsk Airport; a highway in the town of Debaltseve; and a road from the border to the port of Mariupol. 

• November 2014: The withdrawal of all state services from the regions proclaimed as Lugansk People’s 

Republic (LPR) and Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR). Ukraine’s central bank ends all banking services for 

businesses and individuals in these regions. 

• January 23, 2015 - present: Separatist forces begin a multi-pronged offensive after a breakdown in truce talks. 

Rocket fire slammed into a market, schools, homes, and shops in Ukraine’s southeastern city of Mariupol, 

killing at least 30 people and leaving the area without power or heat. Hesed Moria in Kramatorsk was hit by 

two (unexploded) rockets on February 10. Shelling of Donetsk and Lugansk has resumed as well. 
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• February 11, 2015: 130 Jewish elderly, children and their families were evacuated from Donetsk in rescue 

operation. The group was brought to Dnepropetrovsk and are currently being housed in two separate 

locations.  

Visit this link at the NY Times for an in-depth look at the conflict through maps. 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/02/27/world/europe/100000002738620.mobile.html?_r=0
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