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What it mean to be a Christian?

“What's vour redgron?” said the firm. authantative voece. The sergeant’s eyes
remained fixed on his clipbeard waiting for my response. The Amy induction center
dedn't seem ke the place that | would be confronted with spirtual questons. but
redigious preference was.a standard question asked of every inductee. It would be
stamped on my dog tags | suppose to guide funeral senvices if | were killed in combat.

I hesitated briefly from answenng .. knowing that | had not
attended church for several years. But | began to think.. =/
must be a Christian, after all | was raised n a
ehurch-going Christian home, and | gid sorts bebeve in God and lesus.., and
definitely knew | wasn't a Mushm, Buddhist or Atherst.”

“Well. what is it son? he asked again. “Well 'm. uh. Christian, ° | replied meekly. But as
soon as | heard the sound of my own woice | reahbed my answer was hollow and lacked
conction. Sure. | held a traditional and phalosophical affection toward Chinstianity. | believed
there was a God and that Jesus was His son... and as a child | had even sasd my prayers and had
oy aven Bible .. however | knew inwardly that my heart was far away from God. Had | been
prosecuted for basng a Christan, | don’t thenk there was encugh evidence to comact me

| usually avoided thinkang about such things.. but was occasionally troubled, especially at the
theught of what might happen when | died. Would | go to Heaven or net? | shuddered at the
thought that there might be a real and literal Hell. and if so, | didnt want to go there.

It took a Few rmore years. but | eventually discovered what it actually meant to become a Chostian... and to have a real and
genuine relaticrship with jesus as my Savior and Lord. When | ded. my heart and lfe were trangformed by this real and
powerful experience with Chiist ., Resd Bare =
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