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yet we just split our re-
sources,” he said. “This
would streamline the ef-
fectiveness of the services
we put out for a good por-
tion of Mason County.”
The districts train vol-

unteers and staff the
same way and perform
many of the same func-
tions, Bakken contin-
ued.
“We are the two big-

gest fire districts in Ma-
son County, but as fire dis-
tricts go in Washington
state, we are probably be-
low the middle as far as
size,” he said. “If we get a
full-fledged structure fire,
it is difficult to get the
minimum number of fire-
fighters we need on scene,
so we’re already calling
Central Mason.”

Mason County Fire
District No. 2 formed in
1946, while the Allyn-
Victor Fire District No.
5 formed in 1953. District
5 joined with the Shelton
Fire Department in 2008.

North Mason Regional
Fire Authority’s annual
budget is about $4.1 mil-
lion, with more than $2.2
million allocated toward
fire and $785,990 toward
emergency medical ser-
vices.
Central Mason Fire &

EMS’ annual budget is
more than $5 million,
with around $2.9 million
budgeted for fire service
and about $514,000 for
emergency medical ser-
vices.
Central Mason’s fire

and EMS levies ($1.48 per

$1,000 of assessed value
of a home for fire and .25
per $1,000 for EMS) are
slightly lower than North
Mason’s $1.50 for fire and
.50 for EMS, meaning
residents could see a rise
or fall in their taxes were
the districts to combine.
The NMRFA has six

commissioners on its
board, with the goal to
reduce it to five by the
end of the year, while
Central Mason has three
commissioners on its
board.
Residents who might

worry about a lack of
representation from their
fire district should speak
with NMRFA commis-
sioners, who have been
through the process,
Bakken said.

“I would challenge any-
one with that concern to
talk to the district com-
missioners and ask if
they feel like they got run
over,” he said. “I would
hope that they would
find that was not correct.
A new board will take a
look at what type of gov-
erning structure and
representation would be
possible.”
Looking ahead, both

districts are struggling
to recruit and retain vol-
unteers and maintain de-
cades-old fire stations
and vehicles, Bakken
said.
The need for joint

training and an improved
joint maintenance facil-
ity is also key, McKern
added, so working to-

gether would help both
districts strategize bet-
ter for their futures.
Other fire districts have

informally broached the
topic of joining a new re-
gional fire authority with
North Mason and Cen-
tral Mason.
“I think we started the

ball with (merging with)
District 8,” Bakken said.
“We are committed to
making this the best pos-
sible project. I think the
other districts will see
the benefits for their dis-
trict and may want to
participate. That is the
decision of those citi-
zens.”
Any decision to form

a new regional fire au-
thority would go before a
vote of the public, after a

joint committee creates
a plan.
“Through this explo-

ration process, there are
three words we’re repeat-
ing: trust, commitment
and integrity,” McKern
said. “We’re going to stay
the course.”
Whether or not the au-

thority is formed, the fact
that the two districts are
working together is mo-
mentous, Bakken said.
“I think anyone who

has lived in Allyn or Bel-
fair and knows the re-
lationship between the
two districts knows we
have not always seen eye
to eye,” he said. “It is no
longer about the politics
or the board, it is truly
about helping people out.
It’s historic. It really is.”

MASON COUNTY —
Mason County is re-ad-
vertising for citizen vol-
unteers to serve on the
Transportation Improve-
ment Program-Citizens
Advisory Panel (TIP-
CAP).
The mission of TIP-

CAP is to represent citi-
zen transportation inter-
ests drop Mason Coun-
ty for all modes of travel
during the development of
the six-year TIP.
The TIP-CAP will re-

view and analyze Mason
County transportation
needs and present the
recommendations to the
board of Mason County

SHELTON — Public
Hospital District No.1, the
governing body of Mason
General Hospital & Fam-
ily of Clinics, recently an-
nounced its officers on the
board of commissioners
for 2015.
Nancy Trucksess of Shel-

ton was elected president
of the three-person board.
Scott Hilburn of Shelton is
secretary, and Don Wilson
of Potlatch is a trustee.
The board of commis-

sioners meets at 8 a.m.
every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month (ex-
cept holidays) in the El-
linor Room at Mason Gen-
eral Hospital.
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Nancy Trucksess was
elected president of the
MGH& FC Board of
Commissioners.

Mason General Hospital & Family
of Clinics elects board officers

Mason County seeks
citizen volunteers

Commissioners. Members
serve a two-year term
with the first meeting in
January 2015.
Mason County is seek-

ing interested individuals
from Commissioner Dis-
trict No. 2, the Belfair-Al-
lyn and Hoodsport-Union

urban growth areas, and
truck/freight industry
to apply who represent
transportation interests
as spelled out in the cur-
rent resolution establish-
ing the advisory panel.
Interested persons may

apply by obtaining an ap-

plication from the Mason
County’s Commission-
ers Office, 411 N. Fifth
St., Shelton or by calling
427-9670, ext. 419 or from
the county website www.
co.mason.wa.us.
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