
                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
          January 28, 2015 

Honorable Mayor Kelli Linville  

                    and  

Council President Gene Knutson 

City of Bellingham 

210 Lottie 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

 

Dear Mayor Linville and Council President Knutson: 

 The Northwest Jobs Alliance is a local, non-partisan organization that has growing membership spanning the 

geography and philosophical spectrum of Whatcom County.  Our membership includes civic, labor and business leaders, 

elected officials, and citizens of various perspectives, all united around a common mission.  (See above.)  Our current 

focus is on protecting and growing the high-wage industrial job base at Cherry Point.  

 This correspondence is in response to your letter of January 26, 2015 to Senators Cantwell and Murray regarding 

the Gateway Pacific Terminal (GPT) project.   

 First, we feel that there must be some misunderstanding about the nature of this project, because your letter 

reflects a significant misconception in its discussion of barge traffic.  We have reconfirmed with the project proponent, 

SSA Marine, that barge traffic, which presents its own issues with respect to marine transportation, is not anticipated to 

be of any significance at the Gateway Pacific Terminal (GPT) facility.  The facility is being designed principally for 

exporting US products via bulk freighters, not barges. 

 It is our understanding that of the approximately 1.9 million acres of “usual and accustomed” (U&A) fishing 

grounds of the Lummi (and presumably other treaty tribes), the project’s infrastructure would impact 46 acres of 

tidelands (which are owned by SSA and/or the state), or 1/2000 of one percent of the U&A area.  There are many 

measures that can be taken to mitigate or prevent the impacts of an industrial project and the associated vessel traffic 

(much of which will likely transit the state’s and adjacent waterways with or without GPT), and the project proponent 

undoubtedly will seek to prove their effectiveness through the NEPA/SEPA EIS processes now underway.  Only at the 

conclusion of that lengthy process can informed and reasonable judgments be made.   

 Although your letter does not necessarily suggest it, there is no legitimate or equitable principle that could 

justify crashing such an extensive regulatory process in the middle of fact discovery, as we are sure you would agree.  

The precedent of doing such a thing, if taken to its logical ends, could lead to the precipitous disruption of virtually any 

future maritime-related projects along major portions of the state’s shorelines and could even impact projects that 

tribes and municipalities, themselves, have in mind. 

 Basic industry is still our major source of private sector, family wage jobs and we ask you to remain mindful of 

the maritime nature of our economy and the fact that we are the most trade-dependent state in the union.  Washington 

serves as a gateway to Asian markets for many states (including our own), who rely on ports, rail and marine 

transportation as the economic bloodstream of their people.  This should not be news to Bellingham, SSA Marine’s city 

of origin.  

 Recent studies have shown the maritime industry to be one of the very most important and highest paying 

sectors of the state’s economy. [Washington State Economic Impact Study, Maritime Cluster Economic Development Council of Seattle and King County, 

Puget Sound Regional Council , Workforce Development Council of Seattle-King County]  As well, a recent study of employment at the Cherry 

Point heavy industrial zone found that, of 7,000 employers in Whatcom County, the eleven operating within that zone 

generate 15% of the county’s wage base.  [A summary of that study is attached.]   
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 The Gateway Pacific Terminal project would add to that mix approximately 4,400 jobs during two years of 

construction and 1,250 permanent, on-going jobs post-construction.  (The GPT jobs estimates utilize economic 

multipliers that are in line with the average of those applicable to the existing Cherry Point industries.)  Also, GPT would 

become the number 1 or 2 property tax payer in a county with taxing districts that could make good use of that revenue 

to provide essential services. 

 Bellingham does not exist as an economic island.  Headcounts of Cherry Point employees have shown 30-40% of 

them to be living in Bellingham, with many more of those wage-earners filling the cash registers of Bellingham 

businesses and service providers.  Bellingham would be a bleak place without them, and the contributions of these hard-

working folks should not be taken for granted.  

  The recent Bellingham-based movement to “de-industrialize” the economy and to oppose anything having to do 

with industry at Cherry Point is a disrespectful and insensitive attack on working families who are struggling to make 

ends meet and join (or remain in) the middle class.  We already have a challenged and shrinking middle class.  Any view 

of an economy without basic industry and the associated family wage jobs is one that is impractical; as well, it is 

disregardful of the needs of most citizens, the vast majority of whom must work for a living and for whom acquiring 

steady, industry-based employment is a family game-changer. 

 Fortunately, most Washingtonians appear to be more grounded and sensible.  Poll after poll has shown that the 

state’s citizens and voters favor export infrastructure development (including ports and rail), feel that our state has an 

obligation to help other states engage in interstate commerce so that they can get their products to export markets, and 

that the GPT project should be built if it can meet environmental requirements.  [A summary of those polls is attached.] 

 GPT would bring billions of dollars into the Northwest economy over generations of operation and employment.  

Governments need to be mindful of where the money comes from to pay for their employees’ wages and benefits.  That 

money comes from private sector investment and job creation. To casually or preemptively oppose such a huge private 

investment would be a major, long-term disservice to the public interest.   

 Any modern industrial project must meet Washington’s high environmental standards.  GPT is being subjected 

to the broadest and most comprehensive environmental examination in the state’s history (at the proposing company’s 

expense).  The project’s potential impacts should and will be carefully studied within the context of environmental 

requirements, tribal interests, the greater community good, and potential solutions should be identified and considered 

in good faith by all concerned.  The federal-state-local EIS processes should provide the factual and scientific background 

to inform decision-makers.  As well, we encourage the affected parties to engage in discussions with one another to 

explore issues and solutions, as this is the only civil and reasonable thing to do.  Decisions cannot be fact-based or well-

considered when people do not have, or are unwilling to look at, the full picture. 

 

                                      

                                                                                              Respectfully, 

 

     
 

               Brad Owens                                                                                         John Huntley 

                Co-Chairs 

      

cc:  Senator Patty Murray 

       Senator Maria Cantwell 

       

 



Study:  Employment at Cherry Point-October 2014 
[Whatcom County, WA] 

Center for Economic and Business Research, Western Washington University 
By Hart Hodges, Ph.D. Western Washington University* and  

 William Beyers, Ph.D. University of Washington** 

 

Summary of Key Points 

11.17.14 
 

• There are over 7,0001 employers in Whatcom County; 11 Cherry Point businesses (which represent less than 1% of 

total employers) employ an estimated 2,200 people. 

• The 2,200 jobs at Cherry Point support directly and indirectly 9,000 jobs in the County.   

o By comparison, the 2,700 jobs in the Peace Health system support directly and indirectly 5,800 jobs. 

o In 2013, there were roughly 84,0001 jobs in Whatcom County; Cherry Point area businesses have 2.5% 

of the jobs in the County, and support directly and indirectly roughly 11% of the jobs in the County. 

• Most of the jobs in the Cherry Point industrial area have an employment multiplier greater than 3.  This means that, 

on average, for every one job created (or lost) at Cherry Point, another two are supported (or lost) in the County.  

(The precise multipliers vary by industry type.)   

o By comparison, each new retail sector job supports less than one additional job in the economy, and 

each new hospital job supports 1.16 jobs. 

o The refineries have a 5.39 employment multiplier- if you add (or lose) 50 refinery jobs, the total impact 

is the addition (or loss) of 270 jobs in the county. 

• Cherry Point industrial area jobs pay an average of $114,000 per year, almost three times the average County wage 

of $41,3341. 

• Cherry Point accounts for 9% of the wages paid in the county, but supports directly and indirectly 15% of the wages 

paid. 

• Over $200 million in taxes each year are paid out by the Cherry Point industries. 

• BP, Phillips and Alcoa/Intalco alone pay more than $14.7 million in just property taxes each year-5.4% of the total 

property taxes collected in Whatcom County. Of the property taxes paid:  

o 21% is for the Blaine School District 

o 15% is for the Ferndale School District 

o 11% is for Whatcom County Roads 

• Businesses in Cherry Point area make more than $1 million in charitable contributions each year. 

• The Whatcom County United Way estimates that the Cherry Point area businesses contribute over $700,000 per 

year and account for at least one-third of the United Way’s annual revenues. 

 
1 Washington State Department of Employment Security, 2013 data. Total number of employers in Whatcom County is a post-study finding provided for context. 

 

*Dr. Hodges is Director of the Center for Economic and Business Research at Western Washington University. 

**Dr. William Beyers is Professor Emeritus in the University of Washington Geography Department and has served as an advisor 

to many public policy entities.  He is one of the principal advisors to the Washington State Office of Financial Management on the 

state’s economic input-output model. 

 

 

 

 



Public Opinion Summary, January 2015 

Polls have consistently shown support for increased export capacity, a robust rail system and infrastructure 

improvements, and concerns about broad environmental reviews that set a precedent. 

As noted below, one of the polls that have consistently found support for the proposed facilities comes from 

EarthFix, a program that is owned by National Public Radio. Every one of the last three years, EarthFix found in 

its independent poll that more of the respondents were supportive of the export proposals than those who 

were opposed.  A recent Elway poll confirms this. 

More highlights below (in order by dates of polls): 

 

o Elway Research, Inc. Poll December 2014 

o 502 Washington voters were asked: 

“There is a proposal to build a shipping terminal in the existing industrial port area north of Bellingham. 

This facility would enable US producers of coal, wheat and other products in northern states to efficiently 

export their products to Asian markets. If this port facility meets federal, state, and local environmental 

laws and regulations, should it be built? Or are there other considerations that should prevent it from 

being built?” 

o 51% responded SHOULD BE BUILT 

o 37% responded that OTHER CONSIDERATIONS should prevent it 

o 13% were undecided or had no opinion  

o G Squared/Gallatin Public Affairs Poll December 2014 

o 400 likely voters from across Washington 

o The majority of Washington state voters favor shipping fossil fuels like coal and oil on Washington’s 

railways – yet that majority believes that most residents in the state disagree with them.  

o In statewide poll conducted in late November, 54.5% of Washington voters favor “shipping fossil fuels 

like oil and coal along Washington’s railways,” while 39.9% are opposed. But when asked how they 

believe others feel about the issue, only 27.3% of those polled said they believe the majority of 

Washingtonians support shipping fossil fuels by rail, and that 46.8% believed most people are opposed. 

o  “The majority is convinced they are in the minority and sadly that's having an adverse impact on the 

economy and the future of the state,” said Greg Strimple of G Squared Public Strategies. “Industry needs 

to aggressively communicate their case and align themselves with the majority of public opinion in the 

state.”  

o That’s one of several noteworthy findings from the poll of Washington voters conducted by G Squared. 

The poll asked voters’ opinions on several issues, ranging from Ebola to increasing the minimum wage, 

and focused substantially on the state’s business climate.  

o KUOW EarthFix Poll June 2014 

o A third region-wide poll for EarthFix (a collaboration of Pacific Northwest public radio stations) found a 

plurality of residents throughout Washington, Oregon, and Idaho support coal transportation through 

the Northwest for export to Asian markets.  Of the 1,200 Northwest citizens polled, 47% are in favor of 

new export facilities and 34% are opposed. 

(Poll Conducted by DHM Research (Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall, Inc.) 

 

 

 

 

 



o Elway Research, Inc. Poll April 2014 

o When 504 Washington voters were asked, “In your opinion, does Washington State have a responsibility 

to support interstate commerce by serving as a gateway to export products from other states?  Or 

should Washington only be concerned with exporting its own products?’ they responded-- 

o 67% WA has responsibility to support other states 

o 23% WA should only be concerned about own products 

o 10% no opinion 

o KUOW EarthFix Poll June 2013 

o A second region-wide poll for EarthFix (a collaboration of Pacific Northwest public radio stations) found 

a plurality of residents throughout Washington, Oregon, and Idaho support coal transportation through 

the Northwest for export to Asian markets.  Of the 483 Northwest citizens polled, 47% are in favor of 

new export facilities and 37% are opposed. 

(Poll Conducted by DHM Research (Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall, Inc.) 

o Elway Research, Inc. Poll January 2013  

o A non-partisan poll conducted by Elway Research, Inc., confirms that Washington voters solidly support 

building export terminals, such as GPT. This support is confirmed by the fact that 50 percent of 

respondents to the Elway Poll said they support export facilities that will ship coal from Wyoming and 

Montana to Asia. 

Read the Elway Poll report here January 30, 2013 

o Alliance for Northwest Jobs and Exports Poll January 2013 

o 77 percent support evaluating proposed export facilities independently (versus 16 percent who prefer 

a combined regional review of all proposed facilities) 

o 74 percent support additional rail and barge traffic for the projects, viewing it as crucial to 

Washington’s export economy and a sign of economic growth (versus 15 percent who say train and 

barge traffic should not increase) 

              (Moore Information, Inc.) 

o Montana Chamber of Commerce Poll December 2012 

o Poll finds 71% of Montana voters support more coal development  

o Alliance for Northwest Jobs and Exports Poll November 2012 

o Poll shows 54.5% of Oregon voters and 56.6% of Washington State voters support the export of coal   

New poll shows majority of Northwest supports export facilities  

(Poll Conducted by Gallatin Public Affairs) 

o KUOW EarthFix Poll June 2012  

o A region-wide poll for EarthFix (a collaboration of Pacific Northwest public radio stations) found a 

majority of residents throughout Washington, Oregon, and Idaho support coal transportation through 

the Northwest for export to Asian markets.  Of the 1,200 Northwest citizens polled, 55% are in favor of 

new coal exporting facilities.  

(Poll Conducted by DHM Research (Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall, Inc.) 

o Kiley & Company Poll “A Survey of Voters in Whatcom and Skagit Counties” May 24, 2012 (polled 401 

voters in Whatcom County and 200 in Skagit County) 

o A Northwest Washington poll conducted in May 2012 found that a clear majority of Whatcom and Skagit 

County voters support the Gateway Pacific Terminal.  In each county, 59% favor the project. 


