
 

 

715 N. Calhoun St., #4, Tallahassee, FL 32303 | 850.321.0432 | dan@integrityfl.org 

 

January 21, 2015 

 

The Honorable Michelle S. Klimt 

Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

6061 Gate Parkway 

Jacksonville, FL 32256 

 

The Honorable Pamela Cothran Marsh  

United States Attorney, Northern District of Florida 

111 North Adams Street 

4th Floor U.S. Courthouse 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

 

Dear Ms. Klimt and Ms. Marsh, 

 

Re: Potential violations of the civil rights conspiracy statute by state government officials in Florida 

 

Integrity Florida, a nonpartisan government watchdog group whose mission is to promote integrity in 

government and expose public corruption, respectfully requests that you investigate the following matter to 

determine whether or not Section 241 of Title 18 was violated by any current or former state officials in Florida. 

 

According to the Tampa Bay Times/Miami Herald report, “Ousted FDLE chief raises new allegations about 

meddling by Gov. Rick Scott, aides” by Steve Bousquet and Michael Van Sickler from January 17, 2015, 

“Ousted Florida Department of Law Enforcement commissioner Gerald Bailey claims he resisted repeated 

efforts by Gov. Rick Scott and his top advisers to falsely name someone a target in a criminal case...”   

 

The following alleged facts presented by former Commissioner Bailey in the Times/Herald report are troubling: 

Bailey says former Scott chief of staff Adam Hollingsworth pressured him to claim that the acting clerk of court 

in Orange County, Colleen Reilly, was the target of an FDLE criminal inquiry after two prison inmates used 

forged papers from the clerk's office to plot an escape from the Franklin Correctional Institution. But there was 

one problem, Bailey said. It wasn't true, and he told Hollingsworth that.  "The most shocking thing was being 

ordered to target another individual without any justification," Bailey said. After a tense meeting in 

Hollingsworth's office, Bailey said, Scott press aide Frank Collins drove to Bailey's office at FDLE 

headquarters and asked Bailey if he was defying a direct order from the governor's office. When Bailey again 

refused, Collins "turned on his heel and left," Bailey said.  In an FDLE news release and news conference the 

next day, the clerk of court was not identified as a target. 

 

While the public should not rush to judgment, this is a serious matter that merits a federal investigation.  A 

political agenda should never interfere with the authority and responsibility of FDLE to protect and serve the 

public trust.  Floridians deserve answers about whether Gov. Scott and his top aides attempted to abuse the 

authority of FDLE.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dan Krassner 

Executive Director  

Integrity Florida   
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