
NATIONAL PROGRAMS  
Jill's House White River Brings Renewal to Indiana Families 

As part of our mission to serve as many families as possible, Jill's 
House White River, located just outside Indianapolis, launched 
the weekend of February 6-8. The nine kids we served at camp 
enjoyed hiking, crafts, and s'mores; while their parents enjoyed 
time to rest and renew. 
 
After the weekend, one mom said, "I just want to thank you all for 
the weekend you provided our family. It was amazing for several 
reasons. First, we were able to focus on our typical daughter 
without interruption. Second, we were able to sleep with both 
eyes closed and without listening for our daughter. We even slept 
in! Third, we didn't feel guilty because we knew she was being 
loved by people who WANTED to be with her. Wow, just wow. 
Our cup runneth over. We are so very blessed." This is the kind 
of healing and peace we want for all of our families. 
 
Keli Miller, one of our Fellows who served as a childcare 

specialist for the weekend, was especially thrilled to see the launch. Her family lives in Indiana 
and her cousin, Luke, who has autism and cerebral palsy, attended the inaugural weekend. Keli 
said, "My heart was filled with so much joy to be a part of the launch in Indiana. Luke is the 
reason I got involved with the special needs community. Living and working so closely with his 
family is why the Jill's House mission means so much to me personally." Keli and Luke enjoyed 
a weekend together at camp and Luke's parents enjoyed their first experience of Jill's House 
respite. 
 
It took an incredible amount of time and energy to get this camp off the ground. We're grateful to 
everyone who made it possible: Aaron Scheffler, the Indiana program supervisor; the White 
River childcare staff and nurses; the volunteer team of nursing students from Indiana Wesleyan 
University; our partners at White River Christian Church and Mark2Minstries; and the staff at 
Bethesda Son Rise Christian camp. 
 
"We all worked hard, but God made it happen," said Toby Rowe, vice president of national 
programs. "Our hope is to restore Indiana families raising children with special needs through 
respite for years to come." 

 

Keli (left) and her cousin Luke 
celebrated the launch of Jill's 
House White River. 

 


