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Dr. Dave Overstreet 
Northern Limits of Maize Cultivation as Evidenced from Menominee 

Indian Reservation Remains

NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday, February 18, 2014, 6:00 PM 
Selby Library, Downtown Sarasota

Dr. Dave Overstreet, currently with College of the Menominee Nation, will 
be sharing his research on identifying and documenting late prehistoric 
(A.D. 800-1450) agricultural communities that had previously been 
unrecognized. Using a combination of oral histories, archaeological 
investigations, and ethnohistorical accounts, they have discovered, 
mapped, and excavated several large raised field and storage pit 
complexes on the Menominee reservation. The size and spatial 
organization of the native agricultural communities have major implications 
for the cultural and ecological history of the region. The research used an 
interdisciplinary approach--collaborators included University of Wisconsin-

Madison, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Illinois Geological Survey, Smithsonian Institution, 
USDA Forest Products Laboratory, and Midwest Ethnohorticulture. 
Dr. Overstreet is an icon of the Midwest archaeological community and his work has impacted the 
understanding of the entire cultural sequence in the midwest from the earliest human occupation and 
important mammoth kill sites, to the 1840s Fort Des Moines and his current work with College of the 
Menominee, documenting their cultural history and also working with interns who are considering 
careers in natural resources or in heritage management.

FLORIDA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY  
ANNUAL MEETING, SARASOTA, MAY 28-31, 2015 

Time Sifters is hosting the 67th Annual Meeting of FAS, at the bayfront 
Hyatt Regency. The conference theme is “The Many Faces of Florida, Past 
and Present.” Registration is now open online with the link available on the 
FAS website, www.fasweb.org  under the Annual Meeting tab. More 
information about the meeting can also be found on the website and will be 
covered in more detail in our March newsletter. 
Consider a becoming a sponsor or advertiser of FAS 2015.
There are many benefits to supporting Time Sifters and this conference.
Contact Smitty Smith at hmsbeagle22@gmail.com for more information.  
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Notes from a Time Sifter  
There are many opportunities to join archaeological excavations.  Time Sifters offers opportunities as do many 
universities.  In addition, every year the January/February issue of Biblical Archaeology Review publishes a list 
of places, usually in Israel, that welcome wannabe diggers.  You do not have to have any skills, just be willing 
to work very hard, be a part of a team, and pay your own expenses.  Sounds like fun?  It is. 
Although it is really very hard work (it can be compared to working on a highway building project), it is an 
experience that is very rewarding and that you will never forget.  You will meet a great variety of people of all 
ages and all walks of life.  You will experience the thrill of finding objects that were buried thousands of years 
ago, things that no one has seen for centuries, things that may change our understanding of history.  You will 
feel the excitement when one of the diggers finds something special. You will see places that you have only 
read about, not as a tourist, but as a working participant in an important project, and you will be treated that 
way.   
Digs are arranged and sponsored by universities and benefactors, and are led by professors who bring their 
students, but other volunteers are welcome because excavation is labor-intensive; the more bodies, the better.  
Most volunteers sign up for the entire season but some arrangements can usually be made for a shorter stay.  
Living quarters will be as close as possible to the site so often tents or cabanas will be “home” for the team.  
Some teams are lucky to be housed in a small hotel or kibbutz with indoor showers, but showers (and toilets) 
are not always so luxurious and may be a few steps (or more) away from your room.  The meals are provided 
by the sponsors but you may have to wash your laundry in the local well.  Still sounds like fun?  It is. 
Because of the heat in Israel (it is much like Florida), work begins early.  You will 
be awakened at 4:30 a.m. (usually by a bang on the door), eat the first breakfast at 
5 a.m. (tea/coffee, bread and jam), collect tools and then off to the site.  The 
square leader (often an upper-level student) will direct the work for the day.  You 
will be assigned to dig at a certain place, to sift the dirt from the artifacts, and to 
empty the wheelbarrow.  At 8:00 a.m. you will enjoy a second breakfast (huge 
meal that includes yogurt, cheese, fruit, vegetables, bread), then back to work.  A 
fruit break follows at noon. The site will be closed around 1:30 p.m. and the tools 
are cleaned and put away.  Lunch (the main meal for the day) will be served at 
2:00 p.m. back at camp so you can shower and nap afterwards.   
After nap, you will be instructed in reading pottery, label artifacts, or sit in on 
lectures provided by experts in archaeology, photography, or any of the ancillary 
fields that help archaeologists to make decisions about the site.  After the evening 
meal you can go in to town if it is nearby, swim or just enjoy the company of the 
group.  Bus trips to Jerusalem or to other sites are usually offered on weekends.  If 
it still sounds like fun, go for it.  It will be the most amazing thing you will ever do.
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 A Theme for Archaeology  
Uzi Baram  

Professor of Anthropology, New College of Florida  

Themes and Theming 
     Vacation spots have themes. Restaurants have themes. Malls have themes. Theme parks are, 
by definition, themed. Sociologist Mark Gottdiener in a 1996 book The Theming of America: 
Dreams, Visions and Commercial Spaces brought a term for consideration of social experiences: 
theming. Professor Gottdiener noticed the use of symbols and signs to integrate experience at a 
place. The most famous and successful example of theming is the Disney World theme park, with 
the mouse ears recognizable seemingly across all generations and social groups. Driving on I-4, 
the transmission tower is easily recognizable and connected to Disney World. That is successful 
theming.
     Archaeology is a source for theming. Archaeological artifacts invoke history and adventure. So 
Busch Gardens, which is a theme park using Africa for inspiration, has a subsection for its Ancient 
Egypt area as seen in the Egyptology restaurant, gift shop, playground, and exhibit. Egyptology is 
just the most popular of archaeo-themes for theme parks. 
     Theming is not just for American theme parks. For the tourists to the famous archaeological site 
of Troy in Turkey, there is a replica of a horse. There has been a horse at Troy for decades; in 2004 
after the Warner Brothers film, a new replica for tourists to photograph and climb was donated to 
stress the Homeric theme for the location.  
     Archaeology is a source for themes but archaeology is also themed. In the Middle East 
archaeological expeditions have been named after benefactors for decades, and many have logos 
that go nicely on tee-shirts. In the USA, the excavations are focused to highlight particular issues 
although most present the titles as informative for the research focused on the place or time period. 
In a 2005 essay in the SAA Archaeological Bulletin, I raised concerns over the competing demands 
of heritage tourism, with its want for themes, and academic research. But even then I realized 
themes do help with communication, clarifying the intent and goals for a research project in a 
concise manner.  
Themes for Heritage Interpretation 
     I learned to appreciate theming as a member of the interdisciplinary public anthropology 
program Looking for Angola <http://lookingforangola.org>, the search for material remains of an 
early 19th century maroon community. At first when I presented on the project, I would start with a 
long discussion of the time period and then the meaning of the term maroon. The questions from 
the audience focused on techniques and the challenges of excavations. But when I heard historian 
Canter Brown Jr. in Vickie Oldham’s 2006 video Looking for Angola invoke the project in terms of 
freedom, I realized the clunkiness dissolved. An archaeology of freedom allowed concise, 
productive presentations. At public presentations where I explained the goal of freedom in early 
19th century, the questions raised by audiences brought out the details of the larger historical 
context and a concern for the descendant communities – a more satisfying dynamic, more in line 
with the anthropology of the program and the social justice goals of the project. 
     So as I plan my next public anthropology program in partnership with Sarasota County, at 
Phillippi Estate Park, there are multiple steps before engaging the public but I am thinking about 
themes as well. What is the archaeology of trust at Phillippi Creek?
Read the full article at www.Timesifters.org.
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2015 MEETING CALENDAR

We’re on the Web! 

www.TimeSifters.org

Membership 
Individual: $20 
Family: $30 
Sustaining: $50 
Student: $10 

Pay online at: 
TimeSifters.org 

Or mail checks to: 
Time Sifters, Inc. 
PO Box 5283 
Sarasota, FL. 34277 

Your renewal date is above; please remit if due.  
Please contact us if you think there is an error.

February 18, 6pm: Dr. David Overstreet, Northern Limits of Maize Cultivation as 
Evidenced from Menominee Indian Reservation Remains 
March 18, 6pm: Dr. Birgitta Wallace, Vikings in North America 
April 15, 6pm: Student grant winners  
May 20, 6pm: Dr. Gabrielle Vail  
May 28-31: Florida Anthropological Society Conference, hosted by Time Sifters 
Meetings are at Selby Library: downtown Sarasota, Central Ave and 2nd Street 

FAS 67th Annual Meeting - Hyatt Regency, Sarasota 
May 29-31  

Friday, May 29th, 6pm: Reception at the Charles Ringling Mansion on New 
College’s Bayfront Campus. Watch the sunset over the bay and enjoy drinks, hors 
d’oeuvres and entertainment.  
Saturday, May 30th: Three concurrent sessions of paper presentations covering a 
broad range of topics pertaining to Florida anthropology and archaeology, and history. 
Saturday, May 30th, 6:30pm: FAS Banquet at the Sarasota Hyatt with Keynote 
Speaker Dr. Jerald Milanich. 
Sunday, May 31st, 9am:  Morning cruise on Sarasota Bay with a fascinating narration by 
John McCarthy on the area’s prehistory and history. 
Sunday, May 31st, 11:30am: Archaeology-focused guided tours of Historic Spanish 
Point, Manatee Mineral Spring, and Gamble Plantation.  
For more information about Time Sifters, email ssvekis@gmail.com
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