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January 27, 2015 
 

 
Jolene Byrne 
President, Savannah Chatham County Baord of Education 
208 Bull Street 
Savannah, GA 31401 
 
Dear Ms. Byrne: 
 
Common Cause Georgia is a government ethics watchdog organization that works for 
honest, open, accountable government in Georgia.  This work includes speaking out against 
fraud, waste, and abuse of taxpayer money.   
 
To underscore the need for increased transparency and accountability across the state, we are 
calling for the Savannah-Chatham County School Board to recommit to providing the public 
with robust and timely access to their business. In recent months the board has eliminated 
easy access to their minutes, dramatically reduced their reporting details on payments to 
vendors, and ceased providing printed materials to members of the public attending their 
meetings. 
 
As recently reported by the Savannah Morning News, Connie Hall, a member of the board 
and the sole dissenting voice on this recent slew of changes, put it best: “We’re going down a 
slippery slope…I don’t see a reason for that.” 

 
CCGA believes the Board should treat the taxpayers of Savannah and Chatham County with 
the respect they deserve. Our organization is committed to holding power accountable; the 
elimination of the public’s access to basic minutes is in violation of state law and actions like 
this further erode the public’s trust in government. How can a citizen of Chatham County be 
engaged in the business of public education when their local elected officials actively 
discourage them from participating in the process?  
 
The citizens of Chatham County deserve greater transparency to prevent even the appearance 
that the public is being shut out. 
 
I look forward to your response, 
 
 

 
 
 
William Perry 
Executive Director 
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