| For the pat two yeas groups)
|of Flagstaff High School stu-)
| dents participated in 3 project,
|lead by Cactus Shadows High
|School in Phoenix called the
Veterans Heritagze Pmoject!
;(VHP]. This year 10 students!
{mostly senios) worked forl
'10 months ©© complete their|
' part of the “very stressful but|
|fun and mwarding” pmject|
|according to the students.
| Each year the Veterans Herit-
| age Projact selects 3 branch of
|the senvice to focus on and|
‘the students intervew and/
 write about 3 veteran from!
‘their home town. The inter-|
'views ars compiled and put|
linto abookthat & keptin the |
| Library of Congress. The pur-|
| pose of thi project is to show|
| appreciation and help bring
| more att=ntion to beal veter-
|ans and their experences.’
| FHS teacher Shelly Stearns is!
‘ver,- clear with the students!
/that “this is not an English|
'essay, the students must be|
| very careful how the material
lis gathered and prsented’.|
| The students learned the art
|of intervewing, and report
|that they hawe leamed a lot,
|about respect, trust and the
jimportance of telfing some-!
,one elsa’s sory. Ms. Stearns’
‘students showed a grest|
'sanse of maturity and mspect|
|when telfing these stories of|
|appreciation and ndividual
| sacrifice.

i Quates fom the students:
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FHS Students Honor Veterans in a Lasting Way Upcoming Evems‘f

Kayla Bond —*“VHP has given me
natonly the opportunity © learn
about the real super heroes of
the tme but 3lso 3 chance to
grow as an individual. A picture
is worth 3 thousand words, buta
Vet's words paint a picture that
leaves youspeechiess”

Kasse Sands- “Interviewing my
vetzran has opened my eyes.
Listening to his ife adventums
not only shows hg bravery, but
shows how much cur Veterans
sacrificed for our country. The
interviaw has convincad me that
the Army saying Them’s strong,
then there’s Army strong’ & an
understatement.”

Amber Laughing — “Connecting
with the vetzrans was suwch an
amazing experience because of
all the emotons and experiences
that can chang your pespec-
tive and respect for our coun-
try’s servicemen and women.
Talking with someone who was 2
medic was so inspiring and -
minds me of why | eventually
want to commission nto the
Army.”

Defilah Coleman — i anything, |
am grateful to VHP for bringing
another support system nto my
ffe. The Koman War and hon-
ored Tuskegee Airman and his
wife that | interviewed have
been with me every step of the
way from writing to encourage-
ment, they've been the back-
bone of the process, as it should
be”

Justn MeEifresh — "1 interviewed

Vietnam and raceived the Pur-
ple Heart for being wounded in
the arm and k5. One thing he
told me that stuck with me was
‘Don’t be afraid to do what you
want to do, even if you have to
bend you'll stay straight and
goad things will come cutof it
VHP hz given me 3 sense of
appreciation and humility for
those who sacrificed almast
evenything.”

Lauren Shm — “The veterans
spoke of their axperences and
they opened up so well © stu-
dents! It was great to see the
excitement in the students’
faces as they finished their
essays.”

Grace Frame — “l intervieved
my grandfather and it was n-
teresting to kearn about what
he had © go though. | gained
mare raspect for him and eve-
ryone who is and was in the

mifitary.
Dana Clashp — "Reaching out
to veterans and uncowvering a
potentially untold story & an
incredble opportunity. VHP
allows me ©© show appmcia-
tion, respect and admiration
for America’s Veterans.”

a US. Marine who sened in |
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www.fusdlors.




The Advanced Placement Academy Adds Flexibility

| The Advanced Placement {AP) Aczad-
 emy at Flagstaff High School is a|
 challenging program that offers cok
: lzge level courses, exam apportuni
' ties where students can earn college,
! credit, and allows them to stand out |
!in the admission process, gain valu-|
able preparation for succeeding in
| universities, and learn from College
| Board approved instructors. The
| Academy will be instituting changes l
beginning with the 2015-2016°
| school year. The purpose of these !
| changes are to expand the flexibility
| of the program and increase acces-!
| sibility. The AP Academy believes in
| producing well rounded students)
ywho have the opportunity to ex-|
| plore many areas of intarest at a3
| higher level. The teachers befieve in |
' providing increased access and op-|
portunity to college preparatory)
classes for all students. Students)
! will be able to tailor their courses to
' their individual interests and aca-
! demic strengths by choosing areas
| of specialization or taking higher
|level courses in 3all core areas
| {English, Math, Science and Social
| Studies). |
| The most notable change is the
| efimination of the application pro- |

cess. As has shways been the case 3l
FUSD High School students can take
any Pre-AP and AP courses offered.
The changes will be seen in the
“Three Levels of Distinction” and will
be reflected in three different dis-
tinctions on their diplomas. In addi-
tion to completing all high school
graduation requirements the three
AP Diplomas will be:

AP Academy Diploma with ares
speciaizaton — This diploma will
reflect four years at Pre-AP/AP level
in one core subject {English, Math,
Science or Social Studies). The stu-
dent must maintain a2 minimum
grade of B throughout the four years
of high school. In addition, the stu-
dent must take two APdevel courses
{with a B or above cutside their spe-
cialeation in the final two years
{11%/12%). In orderto have this dis-
tinction, the student must graduate
with 3 minimum of 3.2 un-weighted
GPA.

AP Academy Honors Diploma with
area specialization — This diploma
will reflect four years at Pre-AP/AP
level in one core subject with the
addition of three additional AP-level
courses beyond the one core subject

and AP Human Geography. The stu-
dent must earn at least 2 B in all of
the Pre-APSAP courses required for
this diploma and earmn 3 minimum of
3.4 un-weighted GPA.

AP Academy Distinguished Scholar
Diploma - To receive this diploma
the student must complete eight AP-
level courses in high school which
must include ane AP course in each
of the 4 core subject areas in their
final two years and AP Human Geog-
raphy. Students must also complete
the Senior Capstone Project and
maintain an un-weighted GPAf3 4.

For further information please see
the Fiagstaff High School Website at
wwwfusdl.org/FHS.

AP courses in all core subjects are
also available at Coconino High
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" CTE Rotations—A Great Opportunity

Coconino High School [CHS)

students enjoy exploration of
interesting technologies in their
Career and Technical Education
[CTE) classes. CHS has 3 fresh-
man year program where stu-
dents can rotate through seven
different CTE courses, spending
approximately five wesks in each
course. This opportunity allows
them to explore a variety of
courses and perhaps find one
they want to continue through

s 3

the rest of their high school ca-
reer. Some of these courses also
receive support from the Co-
conino Association for Vocations,
Industry and Technology
[CAVIAT). The seven courses in
the rotation are Enginsering Sci-
ences, Computer Technology,
Automotive Technology, Interior
Design, Modern Wood Working,
Welding Technologies, and Digital
Media. Flagstaff High School has
a similar program though some
of the courses vary.
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News Briefs

Grant Awards to Two Wonderful

Programs

Congratulations to Camp _
Colton who received a
grant through Flagstaff's
Peace Surpius from the
Columbia/Grassroots Out- |
door Alliance. The 55000 E

will be used for equipment
loans to campersandmany | :
other needs.

Another grant awarded this
month was 52500 to the
“world Famous"” CocoNuts
from APS that will be used
to help develop new tech-
nology for their award
winning robots

SMS Mustang Radio

: Have you heard Mustan g Radic yet? Sinagua Middle School
* students are running their own radio staton on FM 883,
* This class of 63 students meets avery Thursday and they

work on news and copy writing, announcing, programming
: and engineering. The goal of the teacher Stan Koplowitz is
1 to “not only teach students how a radic station operates
ibut to improve their writing and speech skills™.
i Congratulations to the Mustangs!

Harlem Globetrotters

Last month the students at Sechrist Elementary School
had a great “big" surprise. Harlem Globetrotter Zeus
MeGlurkin held anassembly for them about the ABC's of
anti-bullying. He used the story of the Harlem Globe-
trotter team and his own personal story to tell the stu-
dents about the harm of bullying and the rewards of
perseverance. it was 3 half hour of fun and learning.
There is 3 certain awe from the students when 3 '8
basketball player comes to talk to them.

Important Contact Information for
Flagstaff Unified School
District

Administrative Center Main Number —527-6000
Curriculum and Instruction Office —527-6021
Human Resources—527-6070

Food Service - 527-6090

Bifingual Education - 527-6107

Student Support Services — 527-6160
Transportation — 527-2300

Family Resource Center—774-1103

April Showcases

April will b2 a month of great pride for FUSD as we
showcase our students and teachers at twogreat
events.

April 1st will be the FUSD facilitated 2nd Annual Flag-
staff Community STEM Celebration at the NAU Sky-
dome from 5:30—7:30pm.

April 18th FUSD will showcase our artand music at the
4ath Annua | FUSD Festival of Sights and Sounds at the
Flagstaff Mallfrom 10am—3 pm.

These are great opportunities to se= allthat FUSD stu-
dents, teachers , programs are accomplishing every day
inScience , Technology, Enginsering , and Math [STEM),
art, and music.
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events and good ﬂ
Communication Reminders

Communication is vita to FUSD’'s success. We would like to remind you sbout the communication toolsthat
FUSD usesto make sure that our families are well informedin 2 timely manner.

Snow Day and Delayed Start notifications— FUSD posts weather-ralated notifications on both Facebook and
the district webste around 5 am. Every family should receive = phone cal from the district office by 6:15
am. Thes notfications will only occur if there is achange to our regular schedule for that day. If you 2re
not receiving these phone calls, please make sure that your school’s office has your current phone number.
If you ragister on the website [the “ragister” button ison the top of the homepaze) you will dso receive ane
-mail or text dert, depending on how you choose to receive the information. These alerts will let you know
when 3 particular page on the wabsite, such asthe snow preparednass page, has been updatad.

Facebook— is 2 method of communication that FUSD has been using for not only good news but for mass
communication and messages from the Superintendent. This is 2 tool that helps us get information to the
community very quicky. We encourage our families and saff to like our Facebook pase to recsive notfica-
tions.

What is new for next year will be emergency notifications through e-mail and text. \We realiz that not eve-
ryone is home during the day and may not receive the recorded phone calsin atimely manner, if you do nat
have your cell phone registerad to receive the calls. We will be using the same system to s2nd out e-mails
and text messagesto our familiesin case of emergency stuations or notifications that need to be communi-
cated quickly. Pleas make sure that your school has yourcurrent e-mail and/or call phone number.
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