
Folks,
I hope you are all weathering the winter 
well wherever you may be. In Garrett 
County, we had snow around Thanks-
giving but no appreciable additional 
snowfall until the last few days in late 
January. Maybe winter snow is finally 
here which is always good for the skiers 
and snowmobilers.

I want to use this opportunity to catch you up on a few things that 
will, hopefully, be of interest.
First, we had a very successful POA sponsored reception for our 
newly elected County Commissioners on December 11th at Ace’s 
Run Restaurant which was held to begin the process of relation-
ship building between our county leadership and the POA board 
of directors (please see the separate article in this edition of the 
Dispatch). All three commissioners were in attendance as well as 
their spouses. Also in attendance were Senator and Mrs. George 
Edwards, Delegate and Mrs. Wendell Beitzel, Circuit Court 
Judge Raymond Strubin and Monty Pagenhardt, the County Ad-
ministrator. From the feedback I received, everyone had a great 
time and had opportunities to mix and mingle with one another. 
The longer I spend time on this planet, the more I am convinced 
that work is accomplished through relationships and your board 
constantly works to build and refine relationships. We are off to 
a good start with our new commissioners! As an aside, one of 
the Overarching Goals established by the Commissioners them-
selves to guide their tenure is “Relationship Building.”
There are a few changes coming in Garrett County Government 
that we will surely keep up with. The current Executive Director 
of Community Planning and Development, Mike Koch, will be 
leaving his position in March of this year. A decision has been 
made to create three separate offices from what currently ex-
ists and hire someone to run the Economic Development Office. 
The other two elements will be the Office of Planning and Land 
Management that will be directed by Debbie Carpenter and the 
Office of Permits and Inspection Services that will be directed 
by Jim Torrington. In addition, Monty Pagenhardt, County Ad-
ministrator, will retire in June of this year. Monty has handled all 
human resources related matters for the county but, going for-
ward once he retires, a new position will be created for a Human 
Resources Director so those responsibilities will not reside with 
the new administrator. Search committees will be established 
for a new Economic Development Director, Human Resources 
Director, and for a new County Administrator. I have been re-
quested to assist in the search for the new administrator and will 
be honored to do so.
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We continue to keep a keen focus on any developments regard-
ing Marcellus Shale Gas drilling in Maryland and, specifically, 
Garrett County. I attended an education session recently for 
the members of the Planning Commission provided by Debbie 
Carpenter. With a series of GIS created maps, she was able to 
graphically show what current restrictions to drilling in the wa-
tershed as well as future proposed Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s or restrictions) proposed by the former governor would 
do to opportunities for vertical drilling in the Deep Creek Lake 
Watershed as well as Garrett County itself. Debbie’s presenta-
tion is currently available on the county web site, and she has 
graciously agreed to present an updated picture of drilling 
opportunities at our March 21st POA Board meeting. The 
major unknown at this point regarding restrictions is what 
changes, if any, will be made by the current governor to those 
proposed BMP’s by the former governor. Hopefully, we will 
know more by the time our board meeting convenes.
Lastly, this issue of the Dispatch is our Winter Edition so all 
members receive it by mail as it contains information from the 
United Way and our annual dues form for the POA. I encourage 
you to support the United Way if at all possible as the preponder-
ance of funds received are used within Garrett County. As to our 
dues form, please fill it out and submit your check as soon as pos-
sible or you may use Pay Pal. I know the amount is small so folks 
often forget but, we do rely on our dues to cover all annual oper-
ating expenses. Thanks in advance for any support you are able to 
provide to the United Way and for remitting your POA dues.
Thanks very much too for your continued membership in and 
support of our POA. I continue to believe in the good work 
we do and the importance of the voice we have, especially 
for those of you who 
do not live in Garrett 
County full time.

Cheers, Bob

Pictured are POA 
President Bob 

Hoffmann (left) 
and Past President 

Troy Ellington 
(right). Hoffmann is 

welcoming Ellington 
as an Emeritus 

Member of the POA 
Board of Directors.
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POA NEwSlETTER ON TElEvISION
                             Many folks in Garrett County wonder why  
                                   they are only able to view TV from Stations  
                            in the Pittsburgh area. Also, there are  
                                some who might like to receive TV from  
                                     Washington, DC and/or Baltimore. Good  
                                   questions that have been raised before; so  
                                    here is some information that will help you  
                            understand the situation. Among the reasons 
to be able to see news from our own state is that during election 
periods we are only able to see who is running from the State of 
Pennsylvania. Also Maryland news and sports are not available. 
That does not sit well with many Marylanders.
It turns out Garrett County is in what is called the Pittsburgh 
“Designated Market Area” (DMA). Across the United States 
there are a total of 210 DMA’s. There are a number of Coun-
ties in each DMA. In the Pittsburgh DMA there are a total of 19 
counties and Garrett County is the only county in Maryland that 
is in that DMA.
DMA’s are the invention of the Neilson Corp. You know… the 
people who do surveys about where you shop, etc. Well, several 
years ago when cable and satellite TV providers started operat-
ing, some federal laws were created. Yes, our government got 
involved and it was agreed at that time to use the DMA system 
that Neilson Corp created to determine who received TV from 
what stations.
Counties like Garrett County, that do not have access to news and 
sports from their own state are called “Orphan Counties”. Just 
look at the map and think about the large cities where TV Stations 
are located and you can probably come up with a number of other 
orphan counties. For example, the pan handles of Oklahoma and 
Florida. Large cities like Savannah, Georgia have several TV sta-
tions that not only serve counties in Georgia, but also provide TV 
service to places like Hilton Head Island which is just across the 
border in South Carolina. Another example is Portland, Oregon 
and the county just to the north is where the city of Vancouver, 
Washington is located and they too are in an orphan county. There 
are over 100 orphan counties across the nation.
Things are about to change. People from Garrett County, and 
all of the other “Orphan” Counties across the nation have com-
plained for many years and on Thursday, December 4, 2014, Pub-
lic Law 113-200 bill was signed into law creating the ability for 
orphan counties to gain access to Television Stations in their own 
state. The new law is titled The STELA Reauthorization Act of 
2014. (STELA stands for the Satellite Television Extension and 
Localism Act). It’s the “localism” part that has a major change 
to the law. The new law went into effect on January 1, 2015 and 
it allows Television Stations to submit a request to the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) to allow their station to be 
broadcast to other counties. 
So what does this new law mean to the people in Garrett County? 
We will need to contact each TV Station we want to receive sig-
nals from and ask them to send a letter asking that their TV Sta-
tions signals be available to residents in Garrett County. None of 
the stations we currently receive signals from will be deleted—
just that the Baltimore and Washington, DC TV Station channels 
will be added. 
Efforts are underway to create an on-line petition for all to sign, 
so that people can ask for support to get Maryland TV Stations—
in addition to those we already receive. The Pittsburgh stations 
will still be available to all in Garrett County but in addition, we 

are asking for the network stations from the Washington, DC area 
and the Baltimore, MD area so that we can view news and sports 
from our own state. Please look for information to sign up to the 
on-line petition. And, if you wish to also do so, please write to 
the General Manager of the TV stations of your personal choice 
in the Washington, DC area and the Baltimore area and ask them 
to send a letter to the FCC.
Background about the effort to get Maryland TV broadcasts in 
Garrett County:
Many individuals in Garrett County have been working to re-
solve this issue for several years. I personally got involved about 
6 years ago when TV stations went digital. New boxes were 
delivered to customers and when ours arrived at our house there 
were some parts missing. I was instructed to travel to Frostburg 
to get the missing parts. While I was there I picked up what I 
thought was an additional “Channel Lineup” (but by mistake I 
picked up the one for the Frostburg area). I noticed on that Chan-
nel Lineup that they were receiving signals from stations in the 
Washington, DC area and that was what I wanted. I asked how I 
could get them and was informed that they were not available in 
our area (Garrett County). I started a letter writing campaign to 
individuals such as the Chairman of the FCC, to our US Sena-
tors and Congressmen and others, but to no avail.
During the County Commissioners meeting, that was held the 
first week of December 2010, State Senator George Edwards 
and State House Delegate Wendell Beitzel made a presentation 
of what bills they were planning to put in front of the State Leg-
islature. During that meeting I asked if they would attempt to get 
us Television from Maryland TV Stations. I’m certainly not the 
only one that has asked them that question but that resulted in 
the two of them introducing a joint resolution to the State Leg-
islature. It also resulted in a group of individuals working with 
me on this issue. I attended the Senate Hearing in Annapolis on 
the bill introduced by Senator Edwards and spoke in favor of his 
bill. Following that hearing, and as we were returning to Sena-
tor Edwards’ office, a gentleman from Hurst Television stepped 
forward and handed the Senator a letter from the Executive Vice 
President of Hurst Television in New York. The letter stated that 
WBAL-TV in Baltimore was willing to give its consent for car-
riage of its local news programming by the local cable and satel-
lite systems through out the state of Maryland, including Garrett 
County. The letter also stated that it was felt that other stations in 
both the Baltimore and Washington, DC areas would do the same. 
That news sparked a major effort to attempt to get additional TV 
Stations to provide the same. Letters were written by Delegate 
Beitzel and the County Commissioners to other stations in the 
Washington, DC area as well as the Baltimore area. Within the 
next few months letters were received from WBFF in Baltimore, 
and WJLA and WTTG in the Washington, DC area. The next step 
was to contact the cable and satellite carriers and seek their ap-
proval to carry those four TV stations. It seemed like an easy as-
signment but it was fraught with difficulty. First of all, the permis-
sion we received was for ONLY the “local news programming” 
for those four stations. That meant that the cable and satellite car-
riers would have to black out all the “syndicated programming” 
– that’s the shows that are of national in origin and are carried 
across the country by all the other TV stations. Furthermore, both 
the cable and satellite carriers would need to create a “dummy” 
sign which would be shown on all TVs during the black out 
period, instructing people to go to other channels during that period. 

Continued on next page
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The bottom line is we had the permission to see the news from 
stations in our own state but the carriers (cable and satellite) were 
not willing to spend the effort to make it easy for us to see it. 
Actually, my personal belief is that it was going to be too costly 
for the cable and satellite providers and in addition, if they did it 
for us, then eventually the word would get out and every other 
orphan county would want the same. So, this was a dead end.
Finally it was recognized that the only solution was to get the US 
Congress involved and have the law changed. We were lucky. 
Turns out STELA – the law that was just amended—was up for 
revision. The previous version of the law expired December 31, 
2014 and if the cable and satellite carriers were to legally con-
tinue to operate, the law needed to be updated. So, thanks to the 
internet and email and a little time and effort, contact was made 
with people in several other orphan counties (it turns out some 
of them figured this out the same time we did) and several bills 
were created. In addition, and from our standpoint, very impor-
tant, contact was made with Congressman John Delaney and in 
particular his legislative assistant McKenzie Haynes. Congress-
man Delaney also visited the Cumberland area this past summer 
and I personally met with him there and asked for help in getting 
Maryland TV. He and several of his staff made a visit to Garrett 
County for a discussion on just the TV issue also. 
Most of the bills I am aware of originated in the House but in-
formation was shared with staff on the hill (the hill is the term 

many use to refer to Congress—both the House and the Senate). 
McKenzie was most helpful in keeping all of us informed of 
what was going on in both the House and the Senate; this activ-
ity was going on in several states. When I first started on this 
project I found that at the top of the list of Orphan Counties was 
Lamar County, Alabama, so I called them and started work-
ing jointly with them in this effort. I have been in touch with 
people from Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia, New 
Jersey—all NJ counties are orphan counties—and Colorado. 
One of the House Committees that has jurisdiction over STELA 
is the Judiciary Committee. Congressman Doug Collins, who 
represents counties in the State of Georgia, had an amendment 
to STELA, but knew that others were doing similar activities 
so he withheld his amendment. It was extremely interesting to 
see how they worked together. Congressman Goodlette from 
Virginia is chair of that committee and he too has counties that 
are orphan counties, and of course Shentel Cable Company is 
a Company that is based in Virginia. They have residents that 
want the orphan county dilemma resolved as well.
During a meeting where Congressman Delaney spoke, he talked 
about how many bills pass but are not perfect. He explained that 
the process of amending bills helps them resolve imperfect parts 
of the bills. That was very interesting to learn, and also gave me 
great hope that this was the correct avenue to pursue.
For further information or questions please contact cnhoffeditz@
comcast.net Chuck Hoffeditz

UPDATED BOATING STATISTIcS fROM NRP                           
Below is the updated chart which we have been keeping for the 
past few years of the NRP (Natural Resource Police) activity on 
DCL. Lt. Cage, Commander Region 8, NRP has explained that 
the improvements reflect an improved reporting system which 
more accurately reflects activity as they patrol Deep Creek 
Lake. The numbers in each category are important indicators 
of the overall ‘conditions’ on your lake. It is disconcerting that 
the fatality rate on Maryland waters has seen an increase in the 
past couple of years and we have been very fortunate that we 
have not experienced any fatalities here for many years. You 
may ask: “What does OWI mean?” And the answer is Operating 
While Intoxicated which has seen a decrease in the past couple 
of years, in part because of greater awareness of the issue by 
boaters, and by the new reporting system. Your POA appreciates 
the work of the NRP and is glad to see that there have been 10 
officers assigned to Deep Creek Lake for the past two years and 
that we have not had to use officers who are normally assigned 
to Allegany County, MD.
2010-2014 Deep Creek Lake Boating Safety Statistics
Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Total 37 37 39 32 27 
Reportable 
Watercraft 
Accidents
Collisions 6 2 4 4 5 
with Boats
Collisions 2 4 4 5 3 
with Objects
Personal Injury 29 31 31 26 16
Violations 1,630 1,073 2,121 935 711 
Detected

Citations 435 409 403 171 190
Warnings 1,195 664 1,562 764 521
OWI 10 23 25 7 4
Boating Related 12 24 5 14 10 
Fatalities 
(Maryland— 
State Wide)
Boating 0 0 0 0 0 
Related Fatalies 
(Deep Creek Lake)
Officers Assigned 12 10 8 (2  10 10 
to Garrett County   temporary 
(not including   reassigned 
supervisors)   from AL 
   County)  Ed Neff

POA NEwSlETTER ON TElEvISION
(Continued from previous page)
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MARcEllUS SHAlE UPDATE
EDITOR’S NOTE: There are four links to 
other documents in this article which are de-
noted by “here.” While these links are not ac-
tive in the hardcopy of the Dispatch, they will 
be in the softcopy (electronic version) to be 
distributed soon.
Major Developments at the State Level—
The Governor-tasked “Safe Drilling Initiative” 
(SDI) posted its final report on 25 November. 
It states that “It is the judgment of the Depart-
ment of the Environment and the Department 
of Natural Resources that, provided all the 
recommended best practices are followed and 
the State is able to rigorously monitor and en-
force compliance, the risks of Marcellus Shale 
development can be managed to an acceptable 
level.” The full report can be found “here.” 
Though currently a draft, little change is ex-
pected as it becomes final.
Governor O’Malley accepted the basic find-
ings of the report submitted, before leaving 
office, a set of regulations which codify the 
SDI-proposed “best practices.” Draft regula-
tions were published for public comment on 
January 9th.
Governor-elect Hogan has indicated that his administration will 
carefully review any proposed regulations with the implication 
of “relaxing” some of these. Closer to home, on the other hand, 
he has made public remarks supporting, in effect, the prohibi-
tion of drilling in the watershed to maintain “tranquility.”
Most observers anticipate that the current de facto moratorium 
will be lifted reasonably soon, continuing controversy notwith-
standing.
Note that Governor Cuomo of New York has recently announced 
that “fracking” will be banned in his state for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Press articles point to the findings of a state-conducted study 
of public health impacts as a principal driver of the decision.
The New York decision and its rationale is now part of the de-
bate in MD. For instance, press articles describe legislative ini-
tiatives by health-oriented, non-profit groups which refer to the 
New York situation and propose an extended moratorium.
Status of Proposed Prohibition on “Drilling” within the 
Deep Creek Watershed—As communicated in an October 
11th eBlast and in the Fall Dispatch, your POA Board voted to 
oppose vertical drilling and associated infrastructure within the 
watershed. Both a letter stating this position “here” and a sup-
porting position paper “here” were sent to the County Commis-
sioners on October 9th. Concerns expressed included “indus-
trialization” impacts, potential groundwater contamination, and 
projected declines in property values. Indicative projections of 
economic tradeoffs for the broader County were outlined; sever-
ance tax “upsides” vs. property value decline “downsides.” 
This position is consistent with both a position taken by the Gar-
rett County Board of Realtors and a provision of the recently 
released Deep Creek Watershed Management Plan.
The proposed prohibition would require an amendment to the 
current watershed zoning ordinance and is, therefore, an is-
sue that is now being addressed by the Garrett County Plan-

ning Commission. Commission discussions, open to the public, 
began in November and are continuing at scheduled monthly 
meetings. Emphasis has been placed on providing background 
information and education to Commission members and sur-
facing the relevant considerations and arguments on both sides 
of the issue. For example, the January 7th agenda included a 
County map-based presentation of where drilling could occur 
in the watershed if current constraints were continued (e.g., 
the 2000’ buffer around the shore of the lake) and the proposed 
BMP’s were adopted (e.g., 2000” setbacks around drinking wa-
ter wells).
Status of the Garrett County Shale Gas Advisory Committee 
(SGAC)—The Fall Dispatch indicated that the SGAC’s current 
charter would expire at the end of November. Several actions 
were taken as the SGAC completed its efforts. A final report 
was developed and submitted to the then-current Commission-
ers on November 26th “here.” This report and the 7 other reports 
submitted by the SGAC were compiled in a “binder” which can 
be found in electronic form on the County’s Marcellus Shale 
website. At the invitation of the then-current Commissioners, 
the SGAC Chairman presented this report compilation, along 
with some summary remarks, at the Commissioners’ meeting on 
December 2nd. The Commissioner’s voted to accept the work 
of the SGAC and to endorse it as an input to their successors.
The new County Board of Commissioners will decide upon pos-
sible SGAC extension and/or modification. 
Looking Forward—Both state and local developments over 
the next several months will be of considerable interest to Gar-
rett County residents in general and to many of you. Your POA 
Committee will do its best to track developments, report on 
these, and responsibly support member interests.
Please contact John Quilty at jquilty@mitre.org with any ques-
tions or concerns.

John Quilty

http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/Land/mining/marcellus/Documents/Final_Marcellus_Shale_Report.pdf
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102788239179-366/POA+Marcellus+Shale+Position+Letter+Final.+9+Oct14.pdf
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102788239179-365/POA++Marcellus+Shale+Position+Paper.+9+Oct14.+.pdf
http://marcellusshale.garrettcounty.org/images/documents/SGAC_Final_Report_Final%20PV-1.pdf
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MOUNTAIN MARylAND ENERGy ADvISORy cOMMITTEE 
(MMEAc)
Progress has been made on moving two projects forward that 
the committee recommended:
1. Biomass boiler for Garrett College—A biomass boiler sys-

tem that will heat several buildings at the college plus the 
swimming pools at CARC has been specified and a cost es-
timate prepared. Based on this data, the economic payback 
was reasonable and the committee recommends that the 
project move into the design and quotation phase.

2. Solar Power for County Buildings—The county procure-
ment office has solicited a design from Solar City, Inc. to 
install solar panels at five county locations. Solar City will 
potentially do this project with no capital outlay by the coun-
ty, they get the solar energy credits, and the county gets the 
electric power. We expect to hear back from Solar City early 
in 2015.

The committee hopes to remain active with the new county 
commissioners but no discussions have been held with them as 

yet. We hope to bring several other potential projects to fruition 
in 2015.

Bob Sutton

NEw cOUNTy cOMMISSIONER’S REcEPTION

On the evening of December 11, 2014, your POA sponsored 
a reception for the newly elected Garrett County Commission-
ers who are Paul Edwards, Jim Hinebaugh, and Larry Tichnell. 
After the election four years ago, the POA sponsored a simi-
lar reception in an effort to acquaint the then new commission-
ers with the work of the POA. In addition to the Commission-
ers (pictured above from left to right are Commissioners Jim 
Hinebaugh, Pauld Edwards, POA President Bob Hoffman, and 
Commissioner Larry Tichnell), invited guests this year included 
Senator and Mrs. George Edwards, Delegate and Mrs. Wendell 
Beitzel, Circuit Court Judge Raymond Strubin, County Admin-
istrator Monty Pagenhardt, the wives of the commissioners and 
the POA board members and their spouses.
With all of the guests in attendance, Bob Hoffmann took a few 
minutes to welcome everyone and point out that your POA has 
been advocating for Deep Creek Lake interests since 1939 and 
is currently actively supporting the Watershed Management 
Plan, the development of a new funding plan to support water-
shed related issues, and the ban on vertical drilling for Marcel-
lus Shale within the Deep Creek Watershed Zoning District. He 
concluded by stating that we strive to constantly work to build 
solid, mutually productive relationships through which work 
gets done. We will always endeavor to actively participate in 
a professional, factual, and respectful manner. Treating one an-
other with dignity and respect is a given. 
We have learned since that evening that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and we believe that the evening provided a relax-

ing way for members and spouses to meet and learn something 
new about each other. It was a great way to introduce the new 
Commissioners to the POA board and vice versa.

cAN yOU HElP US 
cOMPlETE THE STORy?

A few months ago, two of your Board 
of Directors discovered two different 
POA Reward Posters (shown left) that 
were hidden for years in storage box-
es in a dark, secluded confine in their 
lake homes. Both of the posters come 
from vintage Deep Creek Lake cabins, 
or camps as many of the vintage cab-
ins were called. Both cabins have been 
modernized and are lived in by full time 
residents.
We immediately became curious and 

wanted to know all about the posters. When were they printed, 
how many were printed, were any criminals apprehended or re-
wards given, etc., etc? Our exhaustive research has turned up 
nothing, nothing at all.
This is where you come in. Put on your Sherlock Holmes hat 
and get busy. If you know anything, fact or rumor, please let 
your editor know at Editor@deepcreeklakepoa.com. Ask your 
family members, your neighbor, or a former property owner. 
Your Board of Directors and fellow property owners will find 
your discoveries most interesting. We would also enjoy receiv-
ing a photo of a Reward Poster that you may find in some hidden 
away place in your lake home (camp). Who knows what else 
you may discover when you search.
With your help we’ll be able to know all about the Reward Post-
er. We will then publish your findings (with acknowledgement 
and photo, if you would like) in the Dispatch so your fellow 
property owners will know as Paul Harvey used to say, “The 
rest of the story.” Scott Johnson
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BURGARly PREvENTION
This article was compiled from information gathered on the in-
ternet. The suggestions contained herein are not exhaustive but 
rather are intended to help focus attention on ways to safeguard 
our homes. Not all suggestions apply to all homes and other/
additional steps to secure your home may be needed. Each of us 
needs to assess our own needs and appropriate steps to insure 
our security.
Have you ever been locked out of your home? Were you able 
to get in anyway? Now think about it ... if you could break into 
your own home, it’s just as easy for someone else to break in, 
too. One out of 10 homes—nationally—will be burglarized this 
year, and many intruders will spend no more than 60 seconds 
trying to break into a home. The best prediction of a future bur-
glary is a past burglary. Therefore, it is important to take preven-
tative measures now. Strong locks—and, when possible, good 
neighbors who look out for one another—can be effective de-
terrents to burglars. Here are a few tips that can help you keep 
you—and your property—safe and secure.
Check Your Locks
• Make sure every external door has a strong, well-installed 

dead bolt lock. Key-in-the-knob locks alone are not enough.
• Sliding glass doors offer easy access if they are not proper-

ly secured. You can secure them by putting a broomstick or 
dowel in the inside track to jam the door or by installing com-
mercially available locks. To prevent the door being lifted off 
of the track, drill a hole through the sliding door frame and the 
fixed frame. Then insert a pin in the hole.

• Lock double-hung windows with key locks or “pin” your win-
dows by drilling a small hole at a 45 degree angle between the 
inner and outer frames, then insert a nail that can be removed. 
You should secure basement windows with grilles or grates 
(but make sure that they can be opened from the inside in case 
of fire).

• Never hide keys around the outside of your home. Instead, 
give an extra key to a neighbor you trust.

• When you move into a new house or apartment, re-key the 
locks.

Check Your Doors
While we all like to feel that once we close and lock our doors, 
we’re safe and secure, the truth of the matter is that a lock on 
a flimsy door is about as effective as locking your car door but 
leaving the window down with your wallet on the front seat.
• All outside doors should be metal or solid wood.
• Install a peephole or wide-angle viewer in all entry doors so 

that you can see who is outside without opening the door. 
Door chains break easily and don’t keep out intruders.

• If your doors don’t fit tightly in their frames, install weather 
stripping around them.

Check the Outside
Take a look at your home from the outside, and keep in mind the 
following tips to help make your home as safe as it can be:
• Burglars hate bright lights. Install outside lights and keep 

them on at night. Motion-detector lights can be particularly 
effective.

• Keep your yard clean. Prune shrubbery so it doesn’t hide win-
dows or doors. Cut back tree limbs that a burglar could use to 
climb to an upper-level window.

• If you travel, create the illusion that you are at home by get-
ting timers that will turn lights (and perhaps a television or 
radio) on and off in different parts of your home throughout 
the day and evening hours. Lights burning 24 hours a day 
signal an empty house.

• Leave shades, blinds, and curtains in normal positions. And 
make sure you don’t let your mail and/or newspapers pile up. 
Call the post office and newspaper to stop delivery or have a 
neighbor pick them up.

• Make a list of your valuables, such as VCRs, stereos, comput-
ers, and jewelry. Take pictures of the items, list their serial 
numbers and description. This will help police if your home 
is burglarized.

• When getting work done on your vehicle, leave only the ve-
hicle key for the service personnel. The same goes for car 
park attendants and valets.

• If you are having work done on your vehicle, give the service 
station your business address NOT your home address. 

BURGLARY PREVENTION CHECKLIST FOR HOMES
The following 34 point checklist was designed to help you make 
a security survey of your own home. 
The first purpose of a home security inspection is to identify fea-
tures in your home or daily routines of your family which might 
make your home an easy target for a burglar. 
The security inspection should begin at your front door, include 
an inspection of all your doors and windows, locks, lights and 
landscaping. Each question on the checklist which you answer 
with an “x” or a check mark in the second column indicates a 
security weakness or hazard which requires your attention. 
DOORS 
 1. Are all outside doors in the house of metal or solid wood construc-

tion?  Yes___ No___
 2. Are door frames strong enough and tight enough to prevent forcing 

or spreading?  Yes___ No___
 3. Are door hinges protected from removal from the 

outside?  Yes___ No___

Preventing credit card Theft and Burglarly
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 4. Are there windows in any door or within 40 inches of the 
locks?  Yes___ No___

 5. Are all door locks adequate and in good repair?  Yes___ No___
 6. Are strikes and strike plates adequate and properly 

installed?  Yes___ No___
 7. Can the locking mechanism be reached through a mail slot, delivery 

port or pet entrance at the door?  Yes___ No___
 8. Is there a screen or storm door with an adequate lock? 

  Yes___ No___
 9. Are all entrances lighted with at least a 40 watt 

light?  Yes___ No___
10. Can front entrances be observed from the street or public 

area?  Yes___ No___
11. Does the porch or landscaping offer concealment from view from the 

street or public area?   Yes___ No___
12. If there is a sliding glass door, is the sliding panel secured from being 

lifted out of its track?  Yes___ No___
13. Is the “charley-bar” or a key operated auxiliary lock used on sliding 

glass doors?  Yes___ No___
ENTRANCES FROM GARAGE AND BASEMENT 
14. Are all entrances to the living quarters from a garage or basement of 

metal or solid wood construction?  Yes___ No___
15. Does the door from the garage to the living quarters have locks 

adequate for exterior entrances?  Yes___ No___
16. Does the door from the basement to the living quarters 

have an adequate lock operated from the living quarter’s 
side?  Yes___ No___

WINDOWS 
17. Do all windows have adequate locks in operating 

condition?  Yes___ No___
18. Do windows have screens or storm windows that lock from the 

inside?  Yes___ No___

19. Do any windows open into areas that may offer opportunities for 
burglary?  Yes___ No___

20. Are exterior areas of windows free from concealing structure or 
landscaping?  Yes___ No___

21. Is the exterior adequately lighted at all window 
areas?  Yes___ No___

22. Are trees and shrubbery kept trimmed back from upper floor 
windows?  Yes___ No___

23. Are ladders kept outside the house where they are not accessible? 
  Yes___ No___

BASEMENT DOORS AND WINDOWS 
24. Is there a door from the outside to the basement?  Yes___ No___
25. If so, is that door adequately secure for an exterior 

door?  Yes___ No____
26. Is the outside basement entrance lighted by an exterior light of at 

least 40 watts?  Yes___ No___
27. Is the outside basement door concealed from the street or 

neighbors?  Yes___ No___
28. Are all basement windows adequately secured against 

entrance?  Yes___ No___
GARAGE DOORS AND WINDOWS 
29. Is the automobile entrance door to the garage equipped with an 

adequate locking device?  Yes___ No___
30. Is the garage door kept closed and locked at all 

times?  Yes___ No___
31. Are the garage windows secured adequately for ground floor 

windows?  Yes___ No___
32. Is the outside utility entrance to the garage as secure as required 

for any ground floor entrance?  Yes___ No___
33. Are tools and ladders kept in the garage?  Yes___ No___
34. Are all garage doors lighted on the outside by at least a 40 watt 

light?  Yes___ No___
PROTEcT yOUR cREDIT cARD
Following is some advice that was passed along by an attorney 
with regard to protecting your credit cards and your identity.
1. DO NOT sign the back of your credit cards. Instead, write 

‘PHOTO ID REQUIRED’ 
2. When you are writing checks to pay on your credit card ac-

counts, DO NOT put the complete account number on the 
‘For’ line. Instead, just put the last four numbers . The credit 
card company knows the rest of the number, and anyone who 
might be handling your check as it passes through all the 
check processing channels won’t have access to it. 

3. Put your work phone number on your checks instead of your 
home phone. If you have a PO Box use that instead of your 
home address. If you do not have a PO Box, use your work 
address. Never have your SS number printed on your checks. 
You can add it if it is necessary. But if you have it printed, 
anyone can get it. 

4. Place the contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine. 
Copy both sides of each license, credit card, etc. You will 
know what you had in your wallet and all of the account 
numbers and phone numbers to call and cancel. Keep the 
photocopy in a safe place. 

Also carry a photocopy of your passport when traveling either 
here or abroad. In case your luggage is lost, take another list 
in your carry-on bag, especially if you are abroad and need 
immediate access to those numbers. 

5. We have been told we should cancel our credit cards imme-
diately. But the key is having the toll free numbers and your 
card numbers handy so you know who to call. Keep those 
where you can find them. 

6. File a police report immediately in the jurisdiction where 
your credit cards, etc.., were stolen. This proves to credit 
providers you were diligent, and this is a first step toward an 
investigation. 

But here’s what is perhaps most important of all: 
7. Call the three national credit reporting organizations immedi-

ately to place a fraud alert on your name. Also call the Social 
Security fraud line number. The alert means any company that 
checks your credit knows your information was stolen, and 
they have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit. 

Here are the numbers you always need to contact if wallet or 
purse has been stolen: 
1.) Equifax: 1-800-525-6285   
2.) Experian (formerly TRW): 1-888-397-3742  
3.) Trans Union: 1-800-680 7289  
4.) Social Security Administration (fraud line):  

1-800-269-0271   
Paul Weiler
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