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Campaign to free Oscar López highlights: 2014 IN REVIEW
JANUARY 
* Oscar marks his 71st birthday, and writes to his daughter 

Clarisa: “I feel very comfortable with my life and in my skin. 
I know I chose to serve the most just and noble cause that a 
Puerto Rican citizen could serve. My years in prison are only 
the occupational hazard that the struggle costs. But I was 
conscious of what awaited me, because the women and men 
who had chosen to serve the same cause and who had been 
imprisoned had allowed me to see what awaited me. From 
them I learned that I could survive, no matter how great the 
challenge.”1

* Congressman Alan 
Grayson2 writes to Presi-
dent Obama.seeking Oscar’s 
release: “I am constantly 
approached regarding the 
imprisonment of Oscar 
López-Rivera. My constitu-
ents, a significant number of 
Puerto Ricans, and political 
leaders from all three major 
political parties in Puerto Rico are pleading for his release. 
Mr. López-Rivera’s 71st birthday is in four days, on Three Kings 
Day, or ‘Día de Reyes’ as it is known in Puerto Rico. I can think 
of no greater gift to him, his family, and the Puerto Rican com-
munity than his freedom and allowing him to return home on 
this important holiday,” 

* Puerto Rican Inde-
pendence Party Sena-
tor María de Lourdes 
Santiago and Juan Dal-
mau visit Oscar. “An 
emotional visit, equal-
ly inspiring, which has 
had the effect of re-
affirming our commit-
ment to the struggle for independence, which is a struggle 
for love,” the senator expressed.3

* President of the Puerto Rican Senate, Eduardo Bhatia of 
the Popular Democratic Party, calls for Oscar’s release. “The 
people of Puerto Rico, regardless of party lines, thought and 
politics, are all in agreement that Oscar López must be re-
leased.”4

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper, El Nuevo Día, con-
tinues its series Las manos en el cristal, letters from Oscar 
to his granddaughter Karina.5 The series appears regularly in 
the newspaper throughout 2014. Read them at: http://bit.
ly/manos-cristal

* In the Fiestas de la Calle San Sebastián, Oscar’s presence is 
felt, through committees collecting signatures and the cabe-
zudo donned by Agua, Sol y Sereno.6

* Fundación Nacional para la Cultura Popular’s best record 
of 2013 goes to “La lucha es vida toda,” an original musical-

ization of Oscar’s life, produced 
by Tito Auger and Walter Morci-
glio, and featuring some of Puerto 
Rico’s finest musicians, including 
Andy Montañez, Danny Rivera, Lu-
cecita Benítez, Roy Brown, Anto-
nio Cabán Vale “El Topo”, Zoraida 
Santiago, Tony Mapeyé, Fofé, Así 
Somos, and Intifada.7

* Oscar is recognized at the commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Oscar Collazo; Collazo’s daughter 
gives the Oscar Collazo centennial medal to Oscar López’ 
daughter Clarisa.8

* Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro participates in a 
forum dedicated to the independence of Puerto Rico and 
calls for the release of Oscar and the independence of Puer-
to Rico.9 “Oscar López Rivera is the longest held political 
prisoner in the last four, five decades. He has spent 33 years 
behind bars for the sole crime of seeking, aspiring, dreaming 
and struggling for the independence of Puerto Rico (...) We 
should all get involved in the cause for the release of Oscar 
López Rivera,” said the president.10

* The Conferencia Afroindígena, Latinoamérica y Caribe 
de Iglesias por la Paz (Conference of Afro-indigenous, Latin 
American and Caribbean Churches for Peace) in Mexico pass-
es a resolution supporting Oscar’s release.

* Psychologists joined the monthly women’s vigil on the 
Puente Dos Hermanos. “The imprisonment of Oscar for 32 
years, of which more than a third has been in isolation, is a 
reminder of how the system in which we live operates and 
how, if we want to achieve justice and equity in the popula-
tion, we have to change the system,” said the president of the 
Asociación de Psicología de Puerto Rico (APPR).11

FEBRUARY
* Cornel West advocates for 

the release of Oscar at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Brooklyn, an 
activity attended by hundreds, 
including City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark Viverito and Con-
gresswoman Nydia Velázquez . 
“It’s insulting,” preached West, 
“to have our dear brother in 
prison for 32 years for simply 
standing up for justice.”12 “We 
never forget about the systemic 
context under which we struggle. And that’s why I’m here, be-
cause I want the world to know that Oscar López Rivera is my 
brother,” Dr. West expressed.13

* Popular Democratic Party Senator Antonio Fas Alzamora, 
writes to President Obama: “Oscar López’ freedom is a mat-
ter of human rights and justice. López has served more than 
enough time, and doesn’t deserve to be deprived of his free-

dom any longer. If the United States has been the defender 
of human rights in the world, internally it must practice this 
example. The case of Oscar López is the opportunity to prac-
tice what it preaches.”14

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper publishes an editorial, 
“Indulto presidencial a Oscar López Rivera,” calling for Os-
car’s release, and asserting, inter alia: “Puerto Rican political 
prisoner Oscar López Rivera, convicted of seditious conspir-
acy in the context of his struggle for the independence of 
Puerto Rico, has spent more than three decades in federal 
prison. Oscar was never accused or found guilty of caus-
ing harm to or the death of anyone. His sentence is, by any 
reckoning, viciously disproportionate, beyond the limits of 
what can be considered just. Consequently, president Barack 
Obama should pardon López Rivera, so that he may leave as 
soon as possible for the free community like the rest of his 
compañeros, as has been the practically unanimous demand 
of figures representative of every social, political and ideo-
logical sector in Puerto Rico and the international communi-
ty. The request is to end this nightmare that is an assault on 
human rights. [...] All the prisoners, without exception, freed 
fourteen years ago, stand out today for their productive and 
exemplary lives. Elizam Escobar, to cite just one example, is 
today one of the most important artists in Puerto Rico and 
a respected professor. Exactly the same can be expected 
of Oscar – famous among those who know him well for his 
wisdom and stoicism. In fact, he has been a great educator 
in prison, teaching many fellow prisoners the basic skills of 
reading, writing, English, as well as painting and drawing.”15

* New York City Puerto Ricans convene a community dia-
logue about the campaign for Oscar’s release and mount an 
exhibit of his paintings.16

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper features a lengthy 
interview with Oscar, in which he responds to unfounded as-
sertions by the FBI concerning a 1975 New York City bombing: 
“[T]he interesting thing in all of this is that the FBI has inves-
tigated that case from top to bottom. They know well that I 
had nothing to do with the case. If they had the slightest ev-
idence, they would have accused us of the bombing. I under-
stand his pain. I believe in the sanctity of human life. For me it 
is something very serious. I was in Vietnam and I opposed the 
war exactly because wars are so awful. No one can say I have 
blood on my hands, absolutely no one, not the government 
of the United States, not this young man who lost his father. 
The evidence is abundant.”17

MARCH
* Puerto Ricans living in Ma-

drid rally for Oscar’s release, 
picketing at the U.S. Embassy, 
leafletting on the street and 
holding teach-in’s at various de-
partments in the universities.18
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* An Argentinian audience of many thousands at a Calle 13 
concert respond to René Pérez’ call for Oscar’s release, hold-
ing their lighted cell phones up.19 Huge audiences in Chile, 
Uruguay and Mexico demonstrate the same enthusiasm for 
Oscar’s release, in response to René’s call.20

* Leaders of the Puerto Rican community in Orlando, Flor-
ida, rally for Oscar’s release, and similar activities take place 
in Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Hartford, Los Angeles, 
New York, Philadelphia and San Francisco.21

* 33 black men in the Dominican Republic, in solidarity with 
33 black men in Puerto Rico,  march in the plazas of nine dif-
ferent cities in solidarity with Oscar’s release.22

* In France, Puerto Rican art-
ist Josean Ramos exhibits “Si-
multáneas de Chaplin”, including 
a painting of Charlie Chaplin 
holding a sign reading “Free Oscar 
López.” Ramos stated, “I have no 
doubt that the human dimension 
of Charles Chaplin would lead 
him to be in solidarity with the 
release of political prisoner Oscar 
López Rivera, who federal author-
ities have kept in prison for more 
than three decades [...]. Chaplin 
was persecuted so much that he 
left the United States during the 
dark era of McCarthyism, accused of being a communist and 
an anarchist.”23

* The monthly vigil of 32 women takes place at the Pu-
ente Dos Hermanos,24 and in New York City, a similar group 
launches. “We want to initially focus our efforts in communi-
ties where there are a large Puerto Rican population because 
the rally is not only about sending a message to President 
Obama to exercise his constitutional power of pardon, but 
to educate and organize our community around Oscar’s re-
lease,” said one of the New York City organizers.25

APRIL
* Thousands in the U.S. and 

Puerto Rico tweet at Pres. 
Obama to #freeOSCARLO-
PEZ, it becomes a trending 
topic in Puerto Rico.26

* Radio Universidad at the University of Puerto Rico, Río 
Piedras, airs “Oscar López Rivera; el puertorriqueño,” a three 
part series produced by Natalia Ramos Malavé, featuring at-
torney José Juan Nazario, Dr. Fernando Cabanillas, and Oscar’s 
daughter Clarisa Ramos López.27

* The International Association of Democratic Lawyers, 
meeting in Brussels, Belgium, adopts a resolution calling for 
Oscar’s release.

* Following an arson fire in Adjuntas’ Bosque del Pueblo, a 
tree is planted for Oscar. “We have said that the reforesta-
tion of the Bosque del Pueblo is a metaphor for Puerto Rico. 
We want to show that it’s possible to move from the crisis, 
the anger and indignation, to national reconstruction. But we 
can’t have an inkling of the path toward reconstruction with-
out the freedom of Oscar López Rivera, whose imprisonment 
is one of the greatest injustices our people have lived,” said 
Alexis Massol, director and founder of Casa Pueblo, which 
manages the unique forest.28

* Attorneys from Puerto Rico José Enrique Ayoroa San-
taliz and César Hernández Colón visit Oscar. Ayoroa Santaliz 
wrote of the visit, “At a given moment, with tears in his eyes, 
César said to Oscar: ‘You are the most free man I have known, 
free of fears, free of rancor, free of hate...’ giving an xray of his 
soul. That is Oscar López Rivera. All this leads to an obvious 
question – why must a human being with these characteris-
tics continue to be in prison? Answer me, dear reader.”29

* 33 women in New York City once again gathered, this 
time in Fordham Plaza, with much spirit and support.30

* A walk 
launches in 
anticipation of 
the 33rd anni-
versary of Os-
car’s imprison-
ment (May 29) 
through 33 towns in 33 days. In San Lorenzo, hundreds gather 
as the mayor leads the planting of 33 trees in Oscar’s name, 33 
doves are released, 33 flags of Puerto Rico fly, 33 cannon shots 
fire, 33 yellow flowers are tossed from a helicopter, 33 moth-
ers read letters to President Obama seeking Oscar’s release, 
and 66 children hold posters with the same message.31

MAY
* Attorneys from Puerto Rico Wilma Reverón Collazo and 

Alejandro Torres Rivera visit Oscar.32 Reverón Collazo reflect-
ed, “After more than five hours of conversation, which felt 
like five minutes, the time to leave was difficult. My heart 
wrenched, my eyes clouded. Our farewell hug was even 
warmer than our welcome hug, because we made a connec-
tion that goes beyond time – our hearts would be forever 
tied to Oscar’s.”33

* In New York City, 33 men marched in Lower Manhattan 
through the busy Wall Street sector to a local Vietnam Veter-
an’s memorial, in support of Oscar’s release.34

* The Federación Argentina y Union del Personal de Panad-
erías y Afines (FAUPPA) passes a resolution in support of Os-
car’s release.35

* Universidad Metropolitana Ana G. Méndez (UMET)’s dig-
ital magazine, Revista Cruce, publishes an issue dedicated to 
Oscar and seditious conspiracy.36

* The 33 Mujeres del Puente mark the year anniversary 
of their monthly demonstrations for Oscar’s release. In the 
group, “there are women of different ideologies, but all are 
firm believers in human rights and admire the verticality, 
strength and patriotic commitment of Oscar López Rivera. 
The Mujeres del Puente have said more than once: ‘There is 
no reason whatsoever for Oscar to be in prison, when all of 
his co-defendants accused of the so-called crime of seditious 
conspiracy, which is nothing more than the criminalization of 
political ideas, were released many years ago and have led 
productive and worthy lives in Puerto Rican society. If it is 
really true that the president of the United States believes 
in human rights, he should immediately and unconditionally 
release Oscar. This demand has been taken up by the most 
diverse sectors, including political parties. We women have 
appeared Sunday after Sunday, a commitment we made, to 
come here to this Puente in front of the sea, the last Sunday 
of every month, to demand Oscar’s return home, to his loved 
ones, where he belongs.’”37

* Uruguayan president José “Pepé” Mujica visits President 
Obama at the White House and asks him to release Oscar.38
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* In commemoration of the 33rd anniversary of Oscar’s ar-
rest (May 29), creative and multitudinous activities are held 
throughout the world:

* Civic and religious leaders and human rights activ-
ists gather on a street corner in downtown Philadelphia to 
demonstrate their support for Oscar’s release on the occa-
sion of the 33rd anniversary of his arrest.39

* 60 activists in 
Chicago bicycle in 
Oscar’s footsteps 
to commemorate 
his 33 years in pris-
on.40 

* In the Bronx, 
several hundred 
people march for 
Oscar’s release.41

* In international conferences in the Dominican Republic 
and Fiji, Rafael Cancel Miranda and Wilma Reverón respec-
tively urge support for Oscar’s release.42

* Many mayors and city councils in Puerto Rico opt to ex-
press their support for Oscar’s release on the occasion of this 
33rd anniversary, including San Sebastián, Sábana Grande, San 
Lorenzo, Jayuya, Orocovis, Yauco, and Comerío.

* In San Juan, “Al mar por Oscar,” organized by 32 X Oscar, 
alluding to Oscar’s stated yearning to see the ocean, Oscar 
symbolically arrives by sea (the Agua, Sol y Sereno cabezudo), 
welcomed by his daughter Clarisa and granddaughter Karina, 
thousands of supporters, a performance group, a concert 
with some of the nation’s finest musicians, and a giant kite 
soaring over the grounds of El Morro.43

* The 333 mile walk,“33 towns in 33 days,” organized by Car-
los López and Félix Adorno and supported by the Comité Pro 
Derechos Humanos de Puerto Rico, arrives in San Juan, wel-
comed by hundreds including the Mayor of San Juan, Carmen 

Yulín Cruz, and a concert featuring more of the nation’s finest 
musicians.44 The walkers traversed the center of the Island, 
where they enjoyed in each town a unique reception, for ex-
ample, in Orocovis, where the mayor received the walkers, 
solidarity in the plaza was such that even a homeless man 
emptied his pockets to contribute change to the campaign 
for Oscar’s release; in Villalba, leaders of the three political 
ideologies joined the walkers;45 and in Cayey, the mayor, ac-
companied by his daughter, welcomed the walkers, saying, 
“Here are the people of Cayey: the schools, the City Admin-
istration, and the citizens, saying ‘present!’ for a cause we un-
derstand to be very just,” calling the activity “a great example 
of the capacity of consensus we Puerto Ricans have, to unite 
above our partisanship or the faith we profess.”46 Addition-
ally, many of Puerto Rico’s finest athletes and sports writers 
participated in and supported the walk.47

* The Movimiento Olímpico de Puerto Rico (Olympic 
Movement of Puerto Rico) and the  Colegio de Entrenadores 
(Association of Trainers) proclaim their support for Oscar’s 
release.

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper publishes another ed-
itorial calling for Oscar’s release, “Ya llegó la hora de liberar 
a Oscar,” stating, inter alia, “A combatant in Vietnam, deco-
rated for his heroism in that war, Oscar López Rivera, born 
in the town of San Sebastián 70 years ago, has been doubly 
punished: in the first place for his independentista ideals and 
his sympathies for groups that promoted the battle for inde-
pendence on the fringe of the legal framework and electoral 
conventions. In the second place for rejected the clemency 
offered him in 1999, in solidarity with other Puerto Rican po-
litical prisoners who were left out of that offer.

That gesture, which reveals his moral and human stature 
and his extreme calling to sacrifice, refusing to leave prison 
until his compañeros could also leave, should have been in-
terpreted by the authority that keeps him in prison as a show 
of political integrity and moral strength. To the contrary, 
the fact that he rejected the clemency, which in any other 
circumstance, in any other country, would have been under-
stood and praised, bothered the U.S. authorities, who have 
increased their hostility against Oscar López.”48

* The Senate of Puerto Rico passes a resolution calling for 
Oscar’s release, co-sponsored by Popular Democratic Party 
senators Rosanna López and Antonio Fas Alzamora.49

* The president of Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro, calls on 
Obama to release Oscar, saying Oscar “is in prison for his 
ideas of independence, his only crime is to dream of Puerto 
Rico’s freedom.”50

* Meeting in Buenos Aires, the Movimiento por la Paz, la 
Soberanía y la Solidaridad entre los Pueblos (MoPaSSol) 
(Movement for Peace, Sovereignty and Solidarity among Peo-
ples) and the Confederación de los Trabajadores de la Edu-
cación de la República Argentina (CTERA) (Union of Educa-
tion Workers of the Republic of Argentina), participate in a 
human rights campaign for the self-determination of Puerto 
Rico, and distinguished leaders sign a declaration calling for 
Oscar’s release.51

* Mother Jones Magazine publishes “This Man Is Serving 75 
Years for “Seditious Conspiracy.” Is He a Danger to Society? 
Members of Congress, Nobel laureates, and the Puerto Rican 
government say 33 years was enough for Oscar López Rivera. 
Now it’s up to Obama.”52

* Civil society leaders and citizens of the nation of Barba-
dos declare their unwavering solidarity with and support for 
Oscar and commit to continue to struggle for his release.53

* In the Dominican Republic, social movements, political 
organizations, students, professors, intellectuals, and ambas-
sadors from the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America (ALBA) expressed solidarity with Oscar.54

* In Buenos Aires, labor, civic and human rights leaders, 
elected officials, and foreign diplomats expressed support 
for Oscar’s release.55

  
* In Antigua and Barbados, as well as in Colombia, citizens, 

students and activists gather to express support for Oscar’s 
release.56

* Peruvian member of Parliament Gloria Flórez announces 
her support for Oscar’s release.57

JUNE
* United Nations Decolonization Committee resolution 

“reiterates its request to the President of the United States 
of America to release the following Puerto Rican political 
prisoners serving sentences in United States prisons for cases 
relating to the struggle for the independence of Puerto Rico: 
Oscar López Rivera, who has been serving a sentence for over 
33 years and whose case is of humanitarian character.”58 As 
the Committee hears testimony, people demonstrate out-
side the United Nations in support of Oscar.59

* Champion Argentine boxer Sergio Maravil-
la Martínez uses his Twitter account to broad-
cast a photo of himself sporting a teeshirt 
reading “Free Oscar López Rivera Now!”60

* New York City’s National Puerto Rican Parade honors Os-
car as a Puerto Rican patriot and officially calls for his release: 
“Oscar López Rivera was not convicted of a violent crime,” 
says Orlando Plaza, Board Member for the National Puerto 
Rican Day Parade. “He was incarcerated for his beliefs and 
affiliations, and it is time that his prison sentence of nearly 
33 years comes to an end. For that reason, we honor him to 
generate awareness and mobilize our community in support 
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of the ‘Free Oscar López’ movement.”61 René Pérez of Calle 
13, King of the Parade, wears a Free Oscar teeshirt, and walks 
beside Oscar’s daughter Clarisa and the Agua, Sol y Sereno’s 
cabezudo of Oscar.62

* In New York City, “Postcards4Oscar” opens, an exhibition 
of postcard art organized by artists Miguel Luciano and Juan 
Sánchez with National Boricua Human Rights Network, with 
the theme of Oscar, and works by some of Puerto Rico’s most 
well known artists, though exhibited anonymously, followed 

by a fundraiser for the campaign for Oscar’s release: the sale 
of the postcard art pieces. The artist’s identity would be re-
vealed upon purchase of the work.63

* The Puerto Rico chap-
ter of Amnesty Interna-
tional dedicates its annual 
meeting to Oscar’s attor-
ney Jan Susler, because of 
“her work in defense of 
civil and human rights, for 
her work with the Puerto 
Rican political prisoners, in 
particular for her work on 
the case of Oscar López Rivera.”64

* At the swearing in of Liana Fiol Matta as Chief Justice of 
Puerto Rico’s Supreme Court, her husband urges those pres-
ent to do what they can to win Oscar’s release, a comment 
applauded by many of the guests.65

* Puerto Rico’s PEN Club writes to President Obama, say-
ing, inter alia, “Oscar López is not a threat to society. What 
is a threat to democracy and to human rights is that he is 
the longest held political prisoner in United States prisons 
and he is not freed. What is a threat to democracy is that the 
United States does not embrace justice and does not com-
ply with democratic values and human rights that make its 
nation strong. [...] From there, you are not hearing the clamor 
of a people of every ideology asking you to open the cell 
door and allow him to embrace his family. Even the waves 
of our ocean clamor for his return. We want him to be able 
to live out his dream, to return to contemplate the ocean 
of our Island. Nevertheless, in spite of the torture that his 

isolation brought and his long live in captivity, longer than 
(Nelson) Mandela, his soul remains unharmed and his heart 
full of love.”66

* Puerto Rico’s College of Physicians and Surgeons write 
to Obama, saying, among other things, “We want to present 
you with a humanitarian plea with a goal of obtaining the im-
mediate release of Oscar López Rivera, who is currently the 
longest held political prisoner in prison in the United States. 
As protectors of the health of all our people, meaning their 
complete state of physical, mental and social well-being, we 
feel it is our duty to bring to your attention a matter that 
is today perceived around the world as a case of unjust and 
unusual punishment.”69

* Professors on stage at the 2014 graduations of the Escue-
la de Artes Plásticas and the University of Puerto Rico un-
furl banners proclaiming, “Oscar López Rivera, graduado con 
honores, ¡Libertad ahora!” as students – many of whom had 
painted their mortarboards with messages about Oscar – 
cheer.67

* In the Dominican Republic, the Comité Dominicano de 
los Derechos Humanos holds a forum, “Encuentro por la lib-
ertad de Òscar López Rivera.”68

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper publishes another ed-
itorial, “Traiciona la democracia la prisión de Oscar López,” 
calling for Oscar’s release, stating, inter alia, “The very fact 
that, contrary to the criminal justice policies of almost ev-
ery country in the world, Oscar is held in a prison so distant 
from Puerto Rico, hindering regular family visits, is a form of 
incomprehensible torture by a nation which purports to have 

a humanitarian calling. President Obama, who claimed to feel 
moved when he visited the historic cell of Nelson Mandela in 
Robben Island, South Africa, should know that in the prison 
at Terre Haute, in Indiana, there is a man accused of the same 
“crimes” as Mandela – the same legal charge: seditious con-
spiracy – for which, different from the South African leader, 
he has served six years longer in prison: Mandela endured 27 
years in prison; Oscar López has just marked 33 years in prison. 
[...] The very fact that, contrary to the criminal justice policies 
of almost every country in the world, Oscar is held in a prison 
so distant from Puerto Rico, hindering regular family visits, is 
a form of incomprehensible torture by a nation which pur-
ports to have a humanitarian calling. President Obama, who 
claimed to feel moved when he visited the historic cell of 
Nelson Mandela in Robben Island, South Africa, should know 
that in the prison at Terre Haute, in Indiana, there is a man 
accused of the same “crimes” as Mandela – the same legal 
charge: seditious conspiracy – for which, different from the 
South African leader, he has served six years longer in pris-
on: Mandela endured 27 years in prison; Oscar López has just 
marked 33 years in prison.”70

JULY
* On July 4, at Muñiz Air Base, in a ceremony in which Gov-

ernor Alejandro García Padilla was honoring eleven men and 
women of the Puerto Rico National Guard, he called for Os-
car’s release in the context of recognizing the U.S. founding 
fathers’ efforts to win freedom, noting that “a United States 
of America decorated war veteran who, for having different 
thoughts, does not enjoy freedom. [...] To celebrate [...] that 
independence and in homage to the great men of that inde-
pendence, it is necessary for us to repeat today our call for 
the freedom of one who is in prison for simply thinking in a 
different way,” to the applause of the military audience at the 
Muñiz Air Force Base.128

* Thirty-three women journalists join the 33 women of 
the Puente Dos Hermanos at the monthly women’s demon-
stration for Oscar’s release. Spokesperson Sara Del Valle 
expressed, “I think it’s important when journalists see some-
thing that isn’t right, they get involved and they speak. The 
role of the press can’t be mere spectatorship. When you see 
that something is incorrect, the journalist can’t just fold her 
arms. To do nothing is also a position, and there are moments 
when the journalist must get involved.”71

* The annual commemoration of the assassination of young 
independentistas Arnaldo Darío Rosado y Carlos Soto Arriví 
at Cerro Maravilla is dedicated to Oscar’s release.72
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AUGUST
* The Asociación de Periodistas de Puerto Rico (ASPPRO) 

(Association of Journalists of Puerto Rico) awards its prize 
for excellence to José A. Delgado for his extensive inter-
view of Oscar, “El tiempo va a ser mío” (Time is going to be 
mine).73

* Chilean artist Elías Adasme, living in Puerto Rico, puts 
out a call for mail art on the theme “Oscar Libre,” urging 
artists to send one copy to Oscar and another to him, which 
he will then forward to President Obama.74

* The Organización Continental Latinoamericana y Cari-
beña de Estudiantes (OCLAE) (Continental Latin American 
and Caribbean Organization of Students) confers on Oscar 
the “José Rafael Varona Berríos” award. The organization of 
more than 3,000 students also passed a resolution calling 
for Oscar’s release.75

* The Federación Internacional de Colegios y Asocia-
ciones de Abogados de las Antillas (FICAA) (International 
Federation of Bar Associations and Organizations of Attor-
neys of the Antilles), meeting in the Dominican Republic, 
passes a resolution calling for Oscar’s release.

* Eduardo Lalo, Humanities professor at the University of 
Puerto Rico at Río Piedras, opens the 2014 academic year 
with the traditional Inaugural Lesson before the hundreds 
of students gathered, by talking about the role of the uni-
versity in a colonial context, and including these remarks:

“For this reason, in a place like this, where the memory 
of our people survives, I am taking advantage of the op-
portunity to address you to claim once again the libera-
tion of Oscar López Rivera, who has been in prison in the 
United States for more than 33 years. In spite of the mas-
sive and general clamor of Puerto Ricans and many more 
citizens throughout the world who demand an end to the 
injustice being committed against Oscar, the government 
and the president of the United States persists in ignoring 
our demand. I wonder if it isn’t one of the functions of this 
university to clearly and openly join the campaign for the 
release someone who has sacrificed his life for the cultural 
and political existence of Puerto Rico. Chancellor, isn’t this 

a shared purpose? Wouldn’t we, as the University of Puerto 
Rico, thus be setting an example so that other public and 
private institutions would contribute to liberate a man un-
deservedly punished and to show that institutional courage 
must be a fundamental part of institutional life? Don’t we 
find here, as well, the ethical leadership that our institution 
should exercise?”76

Not only do the students loudly applaud; the chancel-
lor goes to the podium and commits to raise the issue with 
the Academic Senate and to meet with the entire faculty, 
“so that from the University would emanate, with firm and 
convincing voice, the demand for the liberation of López 
Rivera.”77

* The Sao Paulo Forum, meeting in Bolivia, reaffirms its 
previous commitments and passes a resolution calling for 
Oscar’s release, and the independence of Puerto Rico.78

* Women in government join the 33 Mujeres del Puente 
monthly demonstration, chanting slogans such as “las mu-
jeres del gobierno, por Oscar piden respeto” (women in 
government seek respect for Oscar) and “son jefas de ga-
binete y la justicia la defienden” (we are women cabinet 
ministers and we defend justice). The Governor’s Chief of 
Staff Ingrid Vila Biaggi served as spokesperson, stating, “The 
demand for Oscar’s release is a demand that rises above 
political divisions; it’s a demand that unites us because it’s 
about someone who has served so many years in prison.”79

SEPTEMBER
* The Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural Center 

in Chicago sponsors Fiesta Boricua, a two day celebration 
of Puerto Rican music and culture, where Oscar banners 
grace the main stage, the National Boricua Human Rights 
Network activists sport Free Oscar teeshirts and collect sig-
natures for his release, and the musicians and dignitaries on 
stage call for his release.80t

* Bishop Rafael Moreno Rivas of the Methodist Church 
of Puerto Rico and President of the Puerto Rico Council of 
Churches makes a pastoral visit to Oscar at FCI Terre Haute, 
Indiana. Wrote the Bishop, “Over and above his time in sol-
itary confinement, maximum security, sensory deprivation 
and inadequate nutrition, he maintains his character reso-
lute. The courage with which his mother faced the vicissi-
tudes of life and his life forged in the anvil of prejudice and 
the fire of inequality have been his strength to struggle. He 
has fine skin and a sweet character for tenderness and noble 
causes, but thick skin for injustices and inequality. I was be-
fore an honorable, upright man, of much respect for human 
beings and humble to know how to listen even to ideas that 
he may later have to refute. [...] I made a commitment in the 
name of the country’s churches and religious organizations 
to work collaboratively with churches and religious organi-
zations in the United States to contribute to the process of 
his release.”81

* Attorneys from Puerto Rico Florencio Merced Rosa, 
Lourdes Muriente Pérez, Pedro Saadé Llorens and Rafa-
el Emmanuelli – all members of the Board of Directors of 
the weekly newspaper Claridad, visit Oscar.82 Emmanuelli 
reported, “His word is precise, eloquent, without slang or 
anglicisims. His wisdom is evident, without a hint of arro-
gance. It was very emotional to meet him, after knowing 
him through our recent history, as a serious and tenacious 
man who struggles for independence for Puerto Rico. [...] 
It was transforming to feel his hand on my shoulder and 
hear his words of consolation when I imprudently burst into 
tears. It was marvelous to know that he is full of love and 
has transcended the pain of the punishment to which he has 
been subjected.”83

* The annual commemoration of the anniversary of the 
Grito de Lares is dedicated to Oscar, “to reaffirm the de-
mand of the Puerto Rican people for his release.”84 In honor 
of the occasion, supporters hang a banner calling for Oscar’s 
release on a main boulevard in Madrid.85

* The Concilio de Iglesias de Puerto Rico (Puerto Rico 
Council of Churches) and the Coalición Ecuménica e Inter-
religiosa de Puerto Rico (Ecumenical and Interreligious Coa-
lition of Puerto Rico) once again add their voices to the call 
for Oscar’s release.86
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* The Grito de los Ex-
cluidos Continental por 
Trabajo, Justicia y Vida 
(Cry of the Continental 
Excluded for Work, Jus-
tice and Life), passes a 
resolution supporting 
Oscar’s release.

* University of Sagra-
do Corazón professor 
and writer Rubis Cama-
cho, convenes Escritores 
y Escritoras por Oscar ... 
¡Levanta tu lápiz!87 (Writ-
ers for Oscar ... Lift your 
pencil!) on the campus, 
and devotes her radio 
program D’Letras to the participating writers, who read their 
works and who each called on their fellow writers to “alzar 
su lápiz por la libertad de Oscar.” She urged, “The freedom of 
Oscar López Rivera is the cause of the Puerto Rican commu-
nity, because it is the defense of our human rights. It extends 
beyond the fruitless dichotomies, which are often the prod-
uct of not knowing where we are headed as a nation; of the 
terrible absence of models, and the silence of other institu-
tions called to make a transformation. Even in the middle of 
this, we can recognize the torture of an abusive sentence (33 
years, 12 in solitary confinement). The nobility and dignity of 
Puerto Rican men and women flourishes. Our country opts 
for life. 88

 
* The National Lawyers Guild, at its 77th annual conven-

tion in Chicago, passes another resolution calling for Oscar’s 
release.89

* The PEN Club of Puerto Rico, comprised of writers and 
academics, articulates its support “for Oscar López Rivera’s 
release, as an expression of justice and vindication of our 
freedom to choose our own destiny as a nation.” 90

* President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro addresses the 
United Nations General Assembly and calls for Oscar’s re-

lease,91 saying “I want 
to raise the name of 
a man who has been 
in prison for 33 years, 
subjected to offensive 
conditions, he and his 
family, a man of Latin 
America, of our Ca-
ribbean. I am talking 
about Oscar López Ri-
vera, the longest held 
political prisoner in 
the world, and he is in 
United States prisons. 
We demand his imme-
diate release.”92

* President Maduro reiterates his support for Oscar’s re-
lease in a full page ad in the Sunday Washington Post,93 and 
solidarity organizations in Venezuela announce the initiation 
of a campaign in support of his release.94

* The 33 Mujeres del Puente are joined at their monthly 
demonstration by 33 lesbians. Spokesperson Olga Orraca 
Paredes says “Oscar brings us together, in our diversity! Oscar 
seeks equity and we seek freedom!”95

* The 33 women in New York City demonstrate this month 
in Queens. Said the spokesperson, a public school teacher, 
“We are 33 activists in New York City, modeling a bit what 
the compañeras have done on the Island. We are making a 
crusade once a month to different areas of New York. We’ve 
been in different parts of the city distributing literature and 
talking to people in the community, with information in 
Spanish and English. We spend 33 minutes talking to the com-
munity, chanting, and collecting signatures.”96

OCTOBER
Governor Alejandro García Padilla visits Oscar at FCI Terre 

Haute, Indiana97 – the first time in history that a governor of 
Puerto Rico visits a Puerto Rican political prisoner.98 “ The 
governor’s office said the visit to López was done in repre-
sentation of the people of Puerto Rico and the respect they 
have for the principles of democracy and López’s release. ‘Os-
car López Rivera was jailed 33 years ago for actions that did 
not involve violence,’ García Padilla said. ‘On multiple occa-
sions, through a range of different large-scale activities and 

through outreach to the top levels of the U.S. government, 
Puerto Ricans have called on President Barack Obama to re-
lease López. We reiterate that call today.’ [...] The governor 
called López’s sentence ‘excessive’ and said it ran against the 
principles of ‘justice, humanity and reason. It’s time for Oscar 
to come home,’ García Padilla said.”99

* Following his visit, the governor writes a column about his 
encounter for Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper, in which 
he expresses, “Oscar López Rivera has been in prison for 33 
years. He hasn’t been accused of committing any violent act. 
He hasn’t been connected to any violent act. He was accused 
of conspiring. The line that divides ‘conspiring’ from ‘thinking’ 
is very fine. I don’t think Oscar would be a danger for the fu-
ture of our country, of our community, or of our family. His 
sentence, far too excessive, violates the most elemental prin-
ciples of humanity, sensitivity and justice. Oscar López Rivera 
owes no debt to society, and if he ever did, he paid it a long 
time ago. He hasn’t done us any harm. [...] After about three 
hours, I asked him what message, if any, he wanted me to take 
to you. He thought for a moment. He said he was grateful for 
what has been done for his release. Then he spoke of hope 
and of solidarity. Yes. This man who has been in prison for 33 
years. Who is already 71 years old. He still has heart and spirit 
to talk about solidarity and hope. What a lesson for so many 
people! The time arrived for me to leave. I had to go back to 
Indianapolis to catch my flight. I wanted to talk longer with 
him. I gave him a big hug. I told him that we would keep work-
ing for his release. I asked God to bless him. He thanked me. 
I thanked him. Leaving, it was still 48 degrees Fahrenheit. But 
for me, now it was a warm morning. I hope to greet that com-
patriot again, in Puerto Rico.

* The Nicaraguan ambassador to the United Nations, in his 
intervention in the Special Political and Decolonization Com-
mittee of the General Assembly, “calls for the immediate re-
lease of Puerto Rican patriot Oscar López Rivera. The United 
States should listen to the universal humanitarian clamor 
that seeks the unconditional and immediate release of this 
Puerto Rican patriot.”100

* Thirty-three women artisans and physicians add their 
voices to the Mujeres del Puente at the monthly demonstra-
tion. “You should know that our artisan tools will break the 
bars of this human rights violation and we will thus show that 
our culture and our people are struggling and will continue 
to struggle for our brother Oscar,” said Ita García, the artisans’ 
spokesperson.101

NOVEMBER 
* Attorneys from Puerto Rico Charles Hey Maestre and Jo-

sefina Pantoja Oquendo visit Oscar. Pantoja writes of her visit, 
“I so admired his extraordinary memory, and it was so pleas-
ant to hear him talk about his family, the happy moments of 
his childhood, of his San Sebastián, of his first school years in 
Chicago, of his painful time in Vietnam, of the strategies of 
community organizing in the Windy City. He made me very 
happy as a feminist activist to hear the high opinion he has 
about the vital role women play in community organizing 
work, about which he told us several anecdotes that support-
ed what he said with much joy. I felt so proud when he called 
us modern Puerto Rican Amazons, referring to the group of 
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women who get together at the Puente Dos Hermanos the 
last Sunday of every month. At that moment I had to make an 
effort to hold back my tears. Oscar is a man who opines with 
wisdom about any topic: politics, music, history, film, dance, 
activism, physical exercise, humanity.”102

* In an editorial about the mid-term elections, Puerto Ri-
co’s main daily newspaper once again advocates for Oscar’s 
release, stating, “The freedom of a human being who will 
soon turn 72 years old, 33 of which he has spent in prison for 
‘seditious conspiracy,’ which makes him the longest held po-
litical prisoner in the world, should not be subject to partisan 
meanness. The case of Oscar López Rivera has been posited 
as one of inescapable humanity, and president Obama has 
in his hands the ability to free him, and reclaim the Hispanic 
community, especially the Puerto Rican diaspora.”103

* The University of Puerto Rico Student Council sponsors 
three days of activities in support of Oscar’s release – a con-
ference supported by the entire university community: the 
President, the Chancellor, the Asociación Puertorriqueña de 
Profesores Universitarias (Association of Puerto Rican Uni-
versity Professors, a labor union), the Hermandad de Emplea-
dos Exentos No Docentes (Brotherhood of Non-Teaching 
Employees, a labor union), with the painting of a mural, an 
exhibit of books about the Puerto Rican political prisoners, 
a photo exhibit about Oscar, several group discussions at dif-
ferent departments and university programs, and a concert, 
concluding with a letter from Chancellor Dr. Carlos Severino 
Valdez to President Obama, calling for Oscar’s release.104

* The 17th International Book Fair of Puerto Rico (XVII Feria 
Internacional del Libro de Puerto Rico) is dedicated to Os-
car.105 In a formal ceremony, the Fair’s National Grand Prize 
“Ricardo Alegría” is conferred on Oscar, which is daughter re-
ceives on his behalf. 106

* The Conferencia Parlamentaria de las Américas (COPA) 
at its 13th General Assembly, adopts a resolution support-
ing Oscar’s release.107 Meeting in Paraguay, the organization, 
comprised of the congresses and parliamentary assemblies 
of the unitary, federal, federated and associated States, the 
regional parliaments and the interparliamentary organiza-
tions of the Americas, resolves that Oscar “has undoubtedly 
served more than enough time, given that he was convicted 
under the controversial anti-sedition legislation,” and that his 
release “is a question of justice and human rights, as he has 
been deprived of freedom for too long and does not deserve 
to be imprisoned for even one more day;” and that since “the 
United States has traditionally championed human right the 
world over, it must set an example and release Oscar López 
Rivera.”108

* On Veteran’s Day, the mayor of San Lorenzo, José Román 
Abreu, call on authorities and organizations working for vet-
erans’ rights to add working for Oscar’s release to their agen-
das. “On Veterans Day, celebrating and honoring each and 
every veteran in my town, I have an important call to make 
to every authority and organism that struggles for the recog-
nition of veterans’ rights. My call, which is already the call of 

all of Puerto Rico and many people outside of Puerto Rico, 
is for an exemplary veteran,” declared the mayor, referring to 
Oscar.109

* Poetas en Marcha and El Post Antillano convene 33 Hours 
of Poetry for Oscar, with Puerto Rican and Latin American 
poets and writers participating in a continuous reading in 
front of the U.S. court in San Juan.110

* The Federación Latinoamericana de Periodistas (FELAP) 
(Latin American Association of Journalists) passes a resolu-
tion at its meeting in Ecuador calling on President Obama to 
release Oscar from prison.111

* Puerto Rican athletes participating in the Juegos Cen-
troamericanos y del Caribe (Central American and Caribbean 
Games) in Veracruz, México, bring Oscar to the fore: in the 
opening night parade of athletes, boxer Jeyvier Cintrón un-
furls a banner supporting Oscar’s release, and judo athlete 
Augusto Miranda dedicates his silver medal to Oscar, saying, 
“I want to use this forum for all the people of Puerto Rico and 
the people of the U.S. It is an abuse that they are detaining 
Oscar López Rivera, a political prisoner. It’s time to grant his 
release.”112

* The Asociación Americana de Juristas Assembly of Na-
tional Chapters issues a declaration during its meeting in Bue-
nos Aires, stating, inter alia, “the Congress of National Chap-
ters of the AAJ reaffirms the AAJ’s previous statements and 
oral and written interventions at the Human Rights Council 
demanding that the United States government and President 
Obama use the means allowed by law to freed Puerto Ri-
can fighter Oscar López Rivera. It is unconscionable that the 
United States continues to detain this political prisoner for 
so long and in defiance of the expressed will of the people 
of Puerto Rico, its diasporic communities, regional organiza-
tions, and others who respect human rights, including orga-
nizations, personalities and individuals at the international 
level.”

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper publishes another 
editorial, “Obama, excarcéle ya a Oscar López,” calling for 
Oscar’s release, stating, inter alia, “This is a decision the presi-
dent should make already, because every minute he prolongs 
that unjust imprisonment constitutes, on the part of the gov-
ernment of the United States, an affront to decorum and a 
contempt for dignity. This cause transcends social, political, 
religious, community, and even international boundaries. [...]

The march for his release appeals to the humanitarian 
fibre of Puerto Ricans, but also to the people of the U.S., 
who, in other epochs and instances, have shown their hu-
manitarian sense against injustices and against exaggerated 
imprisonments for issues of conscience, as was the case of 
Nelson Mandela. The efforts for the release of Oscar López 
have been taken on over and above ideologies or status sym-
bols. This Puerto Rican, who is arriving at old age in the same 
way he has spend almost his entire youth, detained in a cell, 
should return as soon as possible to the bosom of his family 
and his land.114

* The monthly 33 women in New York City gather in El Bar-
rio with the speaker of the New York City Council, Melissa 
Mark Viverito, and Oscar’s daughter Clarisa, to call for Oscar’s 
release.113

DECEMBER
* Former Spanish 

judge Baltasar Garzón, 
founder of the Fun-
dación Internacional 
Baltasar Garzón (Bal-
tasar Garzón Inter-
national Foundation), 
sends a letter to Pres-
ident Obama seeking 
Oscar’s release, stating 
inter alia, that while the anti-colonial acts taken by the in-
dependence movement might violate U.S. law, “they weren’t 
motivated by a terrorist logic, but rather, by the spirit of 
struggle for freedom that informed the context of the right 
to self-determination of that time. That spirit of struggle can 
be seen in the sacrifice made by Oscar López Rivera, when he 
rejected the conditional commutation offered by President 
Bill Clinton in 1999, in solidarity with his compañeros” who 
were not included in the offer. He asked the president “in the 
name of Justice” to release Oscar.115
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* On the arrival of several Guantánamo prisoners to Uru-
guayan soil, outgoing Uruguayan president José “Pepé” Mujica 
publishes an open letter to President Obama, once again call-
ing on him to release Oscar.116

* Calle 13 finished the year with a concert at home in Puerto 
Rico, during which he again called for Oscar’s release. “And 
perhaps the most impressive message of the evening wasn’t 
offered by him, but when he gave the microphone to Clar-
isa López, Oscar López Rivera’s daughter, who read a letter 
demanding her father’s release. ‘Free Oscar López Now,’ she 
asked those who were watching livestream outside of Puerto 
Rico. The public responded with a chorus: ‘freedom, freedom, 
freedom.’”117

* On International Human Rights Day, 
- the Comité Pro Derechos Humanos de Puerto Rico 

mounts “Arte a la Libertad,” an art exhibit dedicated to Oscar 
and the sale of works donated by Puerto Rico’s finest painters, 
sculptors and photographers, to raise funds for the campaign 
for Oscar’s release.118

- Amnesty International in Puerto Rico convenes a mara-
thon of letter writing for Oscar’s release.119

* Honduran human rights champion Bertha Oliva, director 
of COFADEH, speaks out in support of Oscar’s release.120

* The Red de Intelectuales, Artistas y Movimientos Socia-
les en Defensa de la Humanidad (Network of Intellectuals, 
Artists and Social Movements in Defense of Humankind) con-
ference declares its support for Oscar’s release.121

* On the heels of the announcement of normalization of 
relations between the U.S. and Cuba and the prisoner ex-

change, many articulate their disappointment that Oscar has 
not yet been released and pledge to continue to advocate 
for Oscar’s release, including Governor Alejandro García Pa-
dilla122 and San Juan mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz. Said the mayor, 
“The opening of this channel represents an immediate chal-
lenge for Puerto Rico. It gives us the opportunity to demand, 
with stronger vehemence, the freedom of our compatriot 
Oscar López Rivera. [...] The people of Puerto Rico deserve 
that same gesture of respect, of an opening and of solidarity, 
through the immediate release of Oscar López Rivera. Diplo-
macy, to be effective, requires continuing gestures of justice 
and equity. Oscar’s freedom is a moral imperative that cannot 
wait.”123

* On the 119th anniversary of the first flying of the Puerto 
Rican flag, 

* Puerto Rico’s main daily newspaper publishes yet another 
editorial, Más alta la bandera por la excarcelación de Oscar” 
(Raise higher the flag for Oscar’s release), calling for Oscar’s 
release, stating, “President Barack Obama’s historical feat un-
derway, of melting the ties of incomprehension and abolish-
ing the erroneous policies of isolating Cuba, in terms of the 
Caribbean and Latin America, the U.S. head of state still has 
one detail left on his list regarding human rights: the release 
of political prisoner Oscar López. Looking at our history, it 
is sad that the president of the United States has not taken 
advantage of a day like today – Monday, December 22 – , 
the solemn celebration of the 119th anniversary of the first 
raising of the Puerto Rican flag. To end the shame that this 
constitutes, for a nation like the U.S., rising from the clam-
or for individual and collective freedom, justice and respect 
for human rights, should already have ordered López Rivera’s 
release. But this current refusal, this delay, shouldn’t discour-
age those who, absolutely regardless of ideological consider-

ations, have been advocating for his release. [...] It would be a 
decision that would make the president grow even more. But 
more than that, it would constitute the reaffirmation of a U.S. 
policy of respecting human rights and of profound compli-
ance with the diversity of thought and political preference.124

* At the Ateneo, a bastion of Puerto Rican history and 
culture in San Juan, Oscar is the special invited guest at the 
annual commemoration of Flag Day, and his daughter reads 
his words to the hundreds gathered, including the mayor, sen-
ators, and Oscar’s brother, “[Today] I will fly the same little 
Puerto Rican flag that has accompanied me for more than 
three decades, the one I swear loyalty to every morning when 
I wake up. At the same time you raise our flag at the Ateneo, 
I will be raising mine, and hoping that maybe [today] we will 
see many more flags flying flying alone.” 125

      
* Hundreds of women populate the Mujeres del Puente 

monthly demonstration for Oscar, comprised of the various 
sectors that participated in the previous monthly gatherings, 
including women attorneys, social workers, psychologists, 
journalists, teachers and artists. Among the chants created 
especially for the day was “Mi regalo en Navidad la excarcel-
ación de Oscar” (My Christmas gift is Oscar’s release).126 The 

spokesperson, former governmental Women’s Affairs Direc-
tor, attorney María Dolores Fernós, said, “We keep hope alive 
that he will again trod on our Homeland. But we also keep 
alive the demand, the denunciation, and the call for justice 
until her arrives at his Homeland. Clarisa, I have no doubt that 
your father, who is free, will be freed. [...] Compañeras, the 
33 of the Puente, the 33 for Oscar, I have no doubt that our 
brother Oscar will be freed. Soon Oscar will be with us, look-
ing at and admiring this beautiful ocean.”127
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