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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD: Membership Benefits
by Malia Bassett, San Diego AEP Vice President of Membership
The first half of 2015 has been eventful for San Diego AEP and our members! Our
membership numbers reached 315 and continue to grow at a steady pace. We want to see
this growth endure through the second half of the year (and beyond!), as it makes our
organization stronger and even more versatile.
If you are reading this, you are probably already an AEP member, or you are a friend/
colleague of a really cool environmental professional. If you are a member, you will
eventually receive an email from me reminding you to renew your membership. If you
are not a member, you should be!
“Why renew or join,” you ask?
AEP offers a wide-variety of professional engagement events, which members enjoy
discounted rates (or even complimentary!). These events include luncheons, workshops,
networking events and trainings. The following sections provide detailed – and exciting
– information on programs that your fellow environmental professionals organize each
year.
Monthly Luncheons
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San Diego AEP hosts 10 luncheons every year on environmental “hot topics.” Each year,
our California AEP lobbyist joins us in San Diego to provide a California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) legislative update, which is a great opportunity to hear how AEP is
being represented in Sacramento and how upcoming legislation may affect our CEQA
practices. The next Legislative Update Luncheon will be held in November. Luncheon
topics this year have also included: City of San Diego Waste Management Plans with Lisa
Wood (City of San Diego); and the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
Regional Transportation Plan with Councilmember Todd Gloria and Nilmini Silva-Send,
Rob Rundle and Coleen Clementson (SANDAG). Some luncheons are a joint effort
with other local non-profits, such as the San Diego Chapter of the American Planning
Association (APA). In February, we organized a joint AEP/APA Luncheon with Mike
Howard (Dudek) and Scott Flint (CEC) on the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan. Some luncheons are “on-the-move,” such as the October 2013 Mobile Luncheon to
the Miramar Landfill, during which attendees learned about landfill capacity, recycling
and renewable energy programs, and compositing and the nursery. The next luncheon
will be held at the Hilton San Diego Airport on July 23; Tim Bombardier from the
San Diego County Water Authority (SCWA) will discuss the SDCWA’s approach to
increasing the San Diego Region’s water supply reliability during the drought.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD: Membership Benefits (cont.)
CEQA, NEPA and Special Topics Workshops
AEP provides lectures, panel discussions and materials for Basics, Advanced and Special Topics workshops throughout
the year. These are valuable, all-day training events, which increase our knowledge base as environmental professionals
and provide a forum for meaningful discussion. For example, in July 2012 San Diego AEP organized a full-day mobile
workshop to the South San Diego Bay Salt Ponds Restoration Project. Similarly, an annual Student CEQA Practicum
is organized for students to work with local San Diego environmental professionals to learn how to prepare CEQA
analyses and documentation for a “project,” beginning with the project description and working through to a final impact
statement. Over 30 students attended the April 2015 Student CEQA Practicum at the Mission Trails Regional Park Visitor
Center. In addition, the local CEQA Advanced Workshop was held in February and our National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) Basics Workshop was held in June – both events were hosted at the beautiful bayside Marina Village. The
upcoming CEQA Basics Workshop will be held in the Fall.
Awards and Scholarship Banquet
San Diego AEP holds an annual ceremony where scholarships are given to deserving students and outstanding projects,
reports and individuals are recognized. The event features a cocktail hour, dinner, awards presentations and winners of the
student scholarships! Last year, the event was held at the Scripps Seaside Forum in La Jolla and included an array of silent
auction prizes and photography contest winners. This year, the San Diego AEP Awards and Scholarship Banquet will
be held on October 15 at the retro Lafayette Hotel in North Park. We look forward to celebrating with you!
State AEP Conference
A statewide, multi-day conference is held annually to explore a range of current CEQA topics in the profession. The annual
conference provides meaningful content for students and professionals, a forum for networking, and an opportunity to
explore California cities from the perspective of an environmental professional. The annual conference features credited
conference sessions, mobile workshops, exhibitors and sponsors, and top industry keynote speakers. In 2014, the state
conference was held at The Waterfront Beach Resort in Huntington Beach (Surf City, USA!) with keynote addresses from
Dr. Charles Lester, Executive Director of the California Coastal Commission, and Mr. Aaron Klemm, Energy Project
Manager for the City of Huntington Beach. The 2015 States AEP Conference was held at the Fess Parker Doubletree Resort
in sunny Santa Barbara, and featured speeches from Mona Miyasato, Chief Executive Officer of Santa Barbara County,
and Mike Sutton, Vice President of the Pacific Flyway National Audubon Society and Commissioner for the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife. We are excited to host the next State AEP Conference locally at the Sheraton San
Diego Hotel and Marina on April 3-6, 2016!
(continued on page 3)

General and Specialized Natural Resource Services
Environmental Compliance Services
A Certified Small, Women-owned, Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (SBE, WBE, DBE)

Busby Biological Services, Inc.
4629 Cass Street #192
San Diego, CA 92109
www.busbybiological.com
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Melissa Busby: Principal Biologist | Owner
858.334.9507; melissa@busbybiological.com
Darin Busby: Principal Biologist | Owner
858.334.9508; darin@busbybiological.com
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD: Membership Benefits (cont.)
Member Appreciation Events
Member Appreciation Events are FREE for our members - to show how your local chapter values your participation! In
2013, the event was held at the “Bottled & Kegged” Exhibit at the San Diego History Center in Balboa Park and featured
free local craft beer and food. The event included a talk by the curator of the exhibit and marketing director for the
museum, who explained the 150-year history of craft beer production and innovation in San Diego. In 2014, San Diego
AEP members boarded the San Diego Maritime Museum’s Berkley Ferryboat overlooking the new County Waterfront
Park. The event included music, appetizers, cocktails, and a self-guided tour through the Maritime Museum’s various
boats. Members also enjoyed mingling on the open-air deck that offered a view of both the downtown skyline and the
sunset over San Diego Bay. This year, San Diego AEP will show appreciation for our members by providing a live
animal presentation, heavy appetizers, and drinks at the world famous San Diego Zoo on August 6!
Happy Hours
San Diego AEP hosts low-cost happy hours with complimentary drinks and appetizers as a means to socialize with likeminded individuals after a long day at work! The January 2015 Happy Hour Event at Common Theory Public House was
hosted with the National Association of Environmental Professionals (NAEP), so our local chapter members could meet
and greet with our NAEP affiliate counterparts. The event was hosted jointly with San Diego Green Drinks, and held in
May at The Pearl Hotel in Point Loma.
Holiday Party
Each year, San Diego AEP hosts a Holiday Party to celebrate all the work we have completed in the past year, and to spread
cheer to less fortunate individuals through charitable donations. In true San Diego fashion, the last two holiday parties
were held at a staple for local beer - the Stone Brewery in Liberty Station. The events were hosted jointly with San Diego
APA, and involved significant raffle prizes and considerable donations to the San Diego Food Bank. Please join us this
year as we celebrate on the rooftop of the downtown W Hotel on December 3!

(continued on page 4)

GeomorphIS
• GIS Services and Solutions
• Environmental Planning
• Natural Resources Assessment
• Spatial Analyses and Database Design
• Hydrological and Ecological Studies
• Biological Survey and Monitoring
• ArcGIS Staff Training

Tel: 619.218.6463
info@GeomorphIS.com
www.GeomorphIS.com

A HUBZone, DBE, Woman Owned Small Business
CPUC-Certified WBE
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD: Membership Benefits (cont.)
Student Events
San Diego AEP student memberships are an affordable way for students to meet future employers and colleagues. Each year,
the San Diego AEP Student Outreach Director organizes events centered on introducing students to the environmental
profession. As previously mentioned, a Student CEQA Practicum is organized to provide hands-on CEQA experience in
the field. In addition, the Speed Networking Event provides students from local San Diego universities an opportunity
to network with a wide variety of environmental professionals from the public and private sectors. During this event,
students have a brief one-on-one or two-on-one conversation with professionals in careers they are interested in pursuing,
while professionals provide valuable insight based on their individual experiences. The Speed Networking Event is also
an opportunity for environmental professionals to give back to the academic community and foster growth in emerging
professionals. The 2015 Student CEQA Workshop will be held at the Center for Sustainable Energy in October.
Reference Material and NAEP Affiliation
Some of the essential benefits of being an AEP member include receiving the CEQA Guidelines and Statues Book, and
being on the mailing list for CEQA updates and San Diego AEP Event information, access to the San Diego AEP website
and social media sites, and The Environmentor newsletter. In addition, California AEP is affiliated with NAEP - as such,
San Diego Chapter members are provided information on NAEP conferences, events, webinars, newsletters and other
relevant content.
We provide different levels of membership to fit the various career stages of environmental professionals:

Full: 				

all services, benefits and discounts of membership

Emeritus: 			

for retired professionals

Young Professionals:

bridge-rate for student members

Student: 			

for currently enrolled students (12 units or more)

Agency: 			

two full memberships that can “float” within the agency

Corporate: 			

one full membership that can “float” within the company

We hope to provide our members with experiences that continue the improvement of the environmental profession. If
you have any questions regarding your membership, or an AEP membership in general, please do not hesitate to contact
me at malia.bassett@gmail.com.
I look forward to seeing you at our chapter events during the second half of 2015!
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MEET A BOARD MEMBER: Holly Ayala
San Diego AEP Student Outreach Director

You’ve recently taken a new position on the board.
What made you want to get more involved and take a
leadership position with AEP?
I feel that I owe the majority of my success and professional
growth in this field to AEP. Taking on this role has
allowed me to give back to AEP by providing the same
opportunities I was given when I first started out in the
profession to the local students and young professionals
in our industry.
What do you enjoy most about your work?

Holly hanging out with some seals in Point Loma

Holly Ayala grew up in Claremont, CA and moved to
San Diego for college where she attended the University
of San Diego and majored in Environmental Studies.
Through her participation with AEP and the AEP Student
Workshop Series, she was able to meet her current boss and
is happily working as an Environmental Planner for Amec
Foster Wheeler. Holly has previously served on the Awards
Committee and was the Professional Liaison for the PLNU
and UCSD student chapters. Holly enjoys spending her free
time going to country concerts, chasing sunsets and trying
new craft breweries around the county.

I enjoy the wide variety of projects and opportunities
that are available to me at Amec Foster Wheeler. It is
so exciting to work with each of the departments in our
offices and get a hands on learning experience of what
they do. I feel that I am constantly learning new skills that
are essential to my professional growth.
What is your current role?
Environmental Planner at
Amec Foster Wheeler.
What are some of your
favorite San Diego
activities?
I love watching the sunset!
I am lucky to live at the
beach and I feel so grateful
that I get to watch gorgeous
sunsets every evening from Holly flying a plane over
my home.
Coachella
What advice would you
give to someone starting out in the environmental
profession?

Holly at Petco Park

My best advice to give would be to get involved! AEP
provides numerous opportunities for new and young
professionals to network and excel in this field so take
advantage of each event. network and excel in this field so
take advantage of each event.
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Luncheon on the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
By Austin Melcher, San Diego AEP Secretary

The February San Diego AEP Luncheon was a joint event hosted with the San Diego Section of the American Planning
Association (APA) at the San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) Energy Innovation Center. Scott Flint, Desert Renewable
Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) Program Manager for the California Energy Commission (CEC), and Mike Howard,
Lead Conservation Biologist and Deputy Project Manager at Dudek, presented information on the DRECP to a large
audience. Overall, the Draft DRECP consists of a U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Land Use Plan Amendment,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, Habitat Conservation Plan/General Conservation Plan, and an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that was prepared as a partnership between the CEC,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), BLM, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The Plan Area
encompasses approximately 22.5 million acres across seven counties in the Mojave and Colorado/Sonoran desert regions
of California, including portions of San Diego County.
The DRECP would allow up to 20,000 megawatts of utility-scale renewable energy development (solar, wind and
geothermal) in the Plan Area to help in achieving the renewable energy goals of Assembly Bill (AB) 32. Under the DRECP,
renewable energy development would be directed into development focus areas (areas that typically have greater levels
of existing disturbance, higher renewable energy potential and lower biological value). This organization of development
would allow for streamlined endangered species take permits under the Federal Endangered Species Act and the California
Endangered Species Act. The DRECP would also include a comprehensive conservation strategy for sensitive species and
their habitat while conserving important cultural, recreational, and visual resources in the Plan Area.
The speakers discussed the intricate planning process that included extensive public participation and the drivers that
allowed this massive undertaking to reach the public review phase. Key planning topics such as balancing renewable
energy development and biological resource conservation as well as federal and state permitting requirements were also
presented by the speakers. For more information on the Draft DRECP please visit www.drecp.org.

Attendees of the February 2015 AEP Luncheon at the SDG&E Energy Innovation Center enjoyw learning about the DRECP
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Exicting Topics and Presentations at this Year’s Advanced CEQA Workshop
By Mindy Fogg, San Diego AEP Chapter Director

The AEP Advanced CEQA Workshop was a full day with a very full conference room. On February 27, 2015, the Marina
Village Conference Center hosted 99 attendees that shared information on the latest CEQA topics.
Ms. Suzanne Varco, managing partner with Opper & Varco LLP, kicked off the presentation with an update on CEQA
case law. Ms. Cathy Winterrowd, who recently retired from being Deputy Director at the City of San Diego Planning
Department, covered the best practices and pitfalls of compiling the CEQA Administrative Record. Cathy also got us up
to speed on Transportation and Senate Bill (SB) 743. Mr. Bob Stark, Managing Director at Pacific Municipal Consultants
(PMC), provided an overview of Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and discussed the latest in Mitigation vs. Project Design features
in the wake of the Lotus case. Water Supply issues were thoroughly discussed with the help of Mr. Hanspeter Walter from
Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard. The workshop concluded with all four panelists exploring the implications of
upcoming Supreme Court decisions under the “CEQA’s Edges” topic.
We’d like to thank all the workshop attendees who made this a fun and interactive workshop. And thank you to the
panelists Suzanne, Cathy, Bob, and Hanspeter for bringing their expertise and their humor to this informative workshop!

Attendees of the AEP Advanced CEQA Workshop at the Marina Village Conference Center on Mission Bay in San Diego, California
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Student Resume Workshop
By Nathan Lacey
The San Diego AEP Student Resume Workshop was held at the University
of San Diego a great event for networking and learning the proper logistics
of the job selection process. At the event there were so many interesting
professionals to help with resume editing, lent us knowledge of the
interview process, and give us a feel for the many areas of focus within
the environmental field. The entire time, the atmosphere was dynamic and
engaging, and all the students from other schools were very friendly and
talkative. Since this was my first time at an AEP event, I was a little nervous
about networking, but all the professionals there were open to share their
experiences and relate it back to my journey as a student with interest in the
work that the members of AEP do.

Student Resume Workshop at USD

Besides feeling welcome at the event, I learned so many invaluable skills for
applying to jobs and preparing for potential interviews. It was refreshing
to learn about the variety of etiquette preferences that each professional
wanted to see from potential candidates before, during, and after the
interview process. The details that the presenter spoke about during her
presentation on the technicalities of the interview, application period, and
resume development were especially helpful in shaping my ideas about
professional etiquette.
AEP is an organization that is so unique and worthwhile for students and
professionals alike. I am looking forward to attending the next event that
AEP offers in the near future! This experience was as important as it was
genuinely fun.

Sunset over USD

Nathan Lacy has a B.S. in Environmental Chemistry at UC San Diego. He worked for UCSD at the Center for Student Involvement
as Student Involvement Leadership Consultant and at Housing & Dining as an “Econaut” Sustainability Representative. Nathan
also had an internship with the San Diego River Park Foundation as their “Healthy River, Healthy Communities” Intern. Nathan
is interested in working in environmental consulting or water management and is looking forward to exploring careers in the
environmental field. Nathan can be reached at nlacy11@gmail.com and (714) 910-4770.
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Looking into the Crystal Ball … What are the Latest Regional Plans for 2050?
By Gary Halbert, Section Director of the San Diego Section of the American Planning Association, and
Corinne Lytle Bonine, President of the San Diego Chapter of the Association of Environmental Professionals

On April 24th, SANDAG released the draft of “San Diego
Forward: The Regional Plan” for review and public
comment. The Draft Plan proposes a strategy for a
more sustainable future for the San Diego region, which
expects to see a million new residents, half a million
new jobs, and approximately 330,000 new housing units
by 2050. San Diego Forward includes investments in
transportation projects that will provide people more
travel choices, protect natural resources, help create
healthy communities, and stimulate a vibrant economy.

How will our region look and feel in 2050? How many more
of us will there be? How will we travel around? What will
be the key environmental issues of the day? What will our
greenhouse gas emissions be?
Earlier this month, the local chapters of the American
Planning Association and the Association of Environmental
Professionals hosted a membership appreciation event
highlighting San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG) most recent draft regional plan – called “San
Diego Forward: The Regional Plan.” The event also focused
on summarizing the main points from the plan’s draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), as well as quantifying
greenhouse gas emission trends and examining alternative
GHG projections. Councilmember Todd Gloria from the
City of San Diego facilitated the panel, with SANDAG’s
Coleen Clementson and Rob Rundle, as well as USD EPIC’s
Nilmini Silva-Send, as the primary presenters.

The Draft Plan calls for extensive expansion of transit
services in the most urbanized areas of the region –
where the region will see the highest increments of
growth. These transit services include enhancements
in service on the Trolley, SPRINTER, and COASTER lines,
new “Rapid” bus services, streetcars, and expanded
local bus services. The Plan also calls for improvements
on all major freeways, an increased role for active
transportation (biking and walking), projects that support
smart growth, protections for important natural areas,
and incorporating new technologies that help people
use the transportation system more efficiently. SANDAG
anticipates that, collectively, these investments will
result in quicker travel and more travel choices. The plan
invests more than 50 percent of the projected available
funding toward transit expenditures – more than any of
the region’s previous plans.

As planning and environmental professionals, it’s
important for us to understand what is included in the
draft Plan and the contents of the draft EIR. SANDAG
will be accepting comments on both of these documents
until July 15th and is expected to adopt the final plan this
fall. APA and AEP members are encouraged to read the
draft plan – or at least review the Executive Summary,
and delve into the draft EIR. Why is this important?
Because the Regional Plan (which combines the Regional
Transportation Plan, the Regional Comprehensive Plan,
and the Sustainable Communities Strategy into one
big plan) provides the framework for updates to local
general plans and policies, and serves as the basis for the
construction and implementation of $200 billion in major
transportation investments, all of which result in the need
for environmental review. The Regional Plan also provides
a basis for habitat conservation, smart growth planning,
enhanced public health, economic development,
emerging transportation technologies, and social equity
in our region. As leaders in our profession, we should be
familiar with our region’s demographic trends, the major
planning concepts included in this latest Regional Plan
(which by law, gets updated every four years), and the
potential interrelationships with our day-to-day projects.
Pulling from SANDAG materials, here’s a quick guide to
these efforts.

(continued on page 10)
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Looking into the Crystal Ball … What are the Latest Regional Plans for 2050? (con’t.)
Economically, SANDAG estimates the Draft Plan will
provide almost $2 in benefits for every $1 spent. And
over the next 35 years, the region expects to see an
average of over 50,000 additional jobs and $13 billion in
increased gross regional product annually versus a “no
build” scenario, as local businesses take advantage of
increased transportation capacity to generate jobs and
output.
On May 21, SANDAG released the draft EIR for a 55-day
public review and comment period to inform the SANDAG
Board and the public about the significant environmental
impacts of the Plan, and to identify mitigation measures
and alternatives to avoid or reduce those significant
impacts.
The Draft EIR is a program-level document that analyzes
the impacts of the entire Regional Plan – both its planned
investments in transportation network improvements
and programs, as well as the region’s forecasted growth
and land use pattern. The impact analysis uses the best
available information to project future environmental
conditions under Regional Plan implementation out
to the year 2050, and then compares them to existing
environmental conditions in the year 2012, the starting
point for preparation of the Regional Plan and EIR.
In addition to the year 2050, the impact analysis looks at
the years 2020 and 2035. Where the analysis shows that
the Regional Plan would cause significant impacts, the
Draft EIR identifies mitigation measures that, if adopted,
would avoid or substantially lessen the significant impact.
In addition, a separate Draft EIR chapter identifies
and evaluates alternative transportation and land use
assumptions that would avoid or substantially lessen the
significant impacts of implementing the Regional Plan,
while still meeting most of the Plan’s basic objectives.

The following is a summary of topics addressed in the
EIR that have been the subject of the majority of the
discussion by the public.
Air Quality
The Draft EIR identifies five significance criteria to cover
various issues related to air quality. Of particular note
are significance criteria AQ-2 and AQ-4, which address
the health impacts of exposure to particulate emissions
and toxic air contaminant emissions, respectively. Both
AQ-2 and AQ-4 account for emissions generated by the
Regional Plan’s transportation network improvements
and programs, and also where people within the land
use patterns in the Regional Plan would be exposed to
substantial pollutant concentrations.
Health Impacts from Exposure to Particulate
Emissions
In AQ-2, the Draft EIR identifies the areas along the San
Diego region’s freeways and highways where, under
Regional Plan implementation, localized concentrations
of particulate matter (called PM10 and PM2.5) would
exceed air quality standards. The Draft EIR estimates
the number of residents, housing units, and schools in
these areas, and describes the health impacts associated
with short-term and long-term exposure to PM10 and
PM2.5, including aggravated asthma, chronic bronchitis,
and decreased lung function The Draft EIR concludes
that impacts for AQ-2 would be significant. Mitigation
measures are recommended to reduce the impact, but
the impacts would, nevertheless, remain significant.
(continued on page 11)

Councilmember Todd Gloria, Coleen Clementson, Rob Rundle,
and Nilmini Silva-Send
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Looking into the Crystal Ball … What are the Latest Regional Plans for 2050? (con’t.)
Cancer Risk and Noncancer Health Impacts from
Exposure to Toxic Air Contaminants
In AQ-4, the Draft EIR identifies locations where the
Regional Plan is expected to expose people to substantial
concentrations of toxic air contaminants (TACs), the
resulting cancer risks, and noncancer health impacts. To
conduct this analysis, SANDAG asked the following three
questions, which are used in EIRs prepared by agencies
throughout California:
1. Does the Regional Plan increase cancer risk
by more than 10 chances in 1 million compared
to the total risk in 2012?
2. Does the Regional Plan expose sensitive
receptors to total cancer risks above 100 in 1
million?
3. Does the Regional Plan increase noncancer
health impacts as measured by a total hazard
index above 1.0?
The cancer risk of a given area is a measure of any one
person’s likelihood of contracting cancer; it is not a
measure of how many people will contract cancer. For
example, for an area with an increase in cancer risk of 10 in
1 million, any one person’s likelihood of contracting cancer
would increase by 10 chances in 1 million (i.e., increased
likelihood of contracting cancer would increase by 0.001
percent); for an area with a total cancer risk of 100 in 1
million, any one person’s likelihood of contracting cancer
is 100 in 1 million, or 0.01 percent. In estimating any one
person’s cancer risk, the analysis assumes, in accordance
with State of California guidelines, that person would stay
in the same place for 30 years, 7 days a week, 24 hours a

day, 350 days a year. The analysis follows the most recent
state guidance and utilizes conservative assumptions to
calculate exposure to TACs. Accordingly, it is designed to
provide a conservative estimate of cancer risk and likely
overestimates actual impacts that would occur.
Similar to AQ-2, the Draft EIR concludes that impacts to
AQ-4 would be significant. The Draft EIR recommends
mitigation measures to reduce the impact, but the
impacts would, nevertheless, remain significant
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
The Draft EIR identifies four significance criteria to address
GHG emissions impacts, including GHG-2 and GHG-3, in
which the analysis concludes the Regional Plan would not
conflict with Assembly Bill 32 (Pavley, 2002) or Senate Bill
375 (Steinberg, 2008). Of particular note is significance
criterion GHG-4, which examines whether the Regional
Plan is inconsistent with the goals of two Executive
Orders: one which calls for reduction of California’s GHG
emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030, and
the other for 80 percent reduction below 1990 levels by
2050 (EO-B-30-15 and EO S-3-05). While noting that there
is no requirement that the San Diego region’s emissions
be reduced by the same percentages (“equal share”)
called for in the Executive Orders’ statewide goals for all
emission sectors, the analysis identifies 2035 and 2050
emissions reduction reference points for the region using
the Executive Orders’ statewide reduction goals.
(continued on page 12)

Creating, Enhancing and Sustaining
the World’s Built, Natural, and Social Environments

Michael Kincaid
michael.kincaid@aecom.com
619.610.7600
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Looking into the Crystal Ball … What are the Latest Regional Plans for 2050? (con’t.)
It concludes that while total regional emissions in 2035 and 2050 would be about 28 percent and 27 percent lower,
respectively, than the 2012 emissions level, total GHG emissions would be higher than the region’s “equal share” of
statewide emissions reduction goals expressed in the Executive Orders. Therefore, the region’s total GHG emissions
levels are considered significant impacts in 2035 and 2050 under GHG-4.
Transportation
The Draft EIR identifies four significance criteria to address transportation issues. Of particular note is significance
criterion T-1, which addresses changes in per capita and total Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT). While noting that average
daily VMT per capita decreases under the Regional Plan, from about 25.2 miles per day in 2012 to 23.4 miles per day
in 2050, the analysis reports that total VMT would increase under the Regional Plan from about 79 million miles per
year in 2012 to just over 95 million miles per year in 2050, an increase of about 20 percent, which is lower than the
forecasted population increase of 29 percent by 2050. While population growth is the main cause of the total VMT
increase and the amount of driving per person would decrease under the Plan, the analysis nevertheless concludes that
the total VMT increases are considered a significant impact.
Mitigation Measures to Reduce Significant Impacts
For each issue area analyzed, a conclusion is made to indicate if the Regional Plan would have a significant impact
on the environment. For those issue areas where a significant impact has been identified, mitigation measures or
project alternatives are identified to reduce the significant impact. For the issue areas described above (Air Quality,
GHG Emissions, and Transportation), many of the mitigation measures outlined in the Draft EIR would relate to all three
impact areas due to their interconnected nature. Described in detail in the Draft EIR, some of the mitigation measures
include:
			

• Modify grant criteria to award projects that reduce GHG emissions

			

• Adopt a Mobility Hub Strategy to reduce GHG emissions

			

• Fund electric vehicle charging infrastructure

			

• Adopt Plan for Alternative Transportation Fuels

			

•Assist local agencies with the preparation of climate action plans

In addition to the measures outlined above, the Draft EIR
identifies measures that SANDAG will implement to reduce
impacts associated with construction projects. Further,
the Draft EIR identifies mitigation measures that local
agencies can and should adopt during planning, design,
and implementation of the projects they approve. SANDAG
has identified these measures, because the Regional Plan
addresses impacts of regional growth and transportation,
which includes implementation of projects over which
SANDAG will not have authority.

Leadership in

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING

Energy, Environment, And Transportation Services:


CEQA/NEPA compliance



Climate change and sustainability



Cultural resources



Energy efficiency



Natural resources



Renewable energy



Regulatory permitting



Water resources



Noise and vibration



Transportation



Air quality and greenhouse gases



Restoration

icfi.com
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Looking into the Crystal Ball … What are the Latest Regional Plans for 2050? (con’t.)
Alternatives
The Draft EIR examines alternative transportation and
land use assumptions that would avoid or substantially
lessen the significant impacts of implementing the
Regional Plan, while still meeting the Regional Plan’s basic
objectives. In addition to the CEQA-required ‘No Project’
Alternative, the Draft EIR considers seven alternatives.
The characteristics of the alternatives are in large part
based on major transportation investments and policy
options that members of the public and stakeholders
suggested would lead to major reductions in VMT and
related reductions in GHG emissions and air quality
impacts, including but not limited to:
• Advancing public transit (capital and operations) and
active transportation investments to 2025 (the first 10
years of the Regional Plan)
• Including investments from the unconstrained transit
network (e.g., investments for which available funding
was not identified in the Regional Plan)
• Delaying and eliminating general purpose highway and
Managed Lane investments

The public review period for the Draft EIR ends on July 15.
At that time, SANDAG will prepare written responses to all
comments received regarding the adequacy of the Draft
EIR. SANDAG will make any appropriate modifications to
the Draft EIR, and along with the public comments and
responses, will present the information to the Board of
Directors for its consideration prior to making a decision
on the adoption of The Regional Plan.
Wrapping Up
A big thanks to Councilmember Todd Gloria for facilitating
an excellent discussion on the draft Regional Plan and its
draft EIR. And kudos to Coleen Clementson, Rob Rundle,
and Nilmini Silva-Send for explaining the details on the
draft Plan, draft EIR, and greenhouse gas inventory
in an easy-to-understand way. Each of the speakers’
PowerPoint presentations are posted on both the APA
and AEP web sites. The SANDAG documents can be
found on www.sdforward.com, including live streaming
from workshops held earlier this spring. Don’t forget to
get involved in this effort and send in your comments –
before the July 15th deadline!

• Converting existing general purpose lanes to Managed
Lanes
• Providing more compact land use patterns
• Substantially lowering transit fares
• Substantially increasing the price of parking
• Substantially increasing the cost of driving
Alternative 5D is considered the environmentally superior
alternative, and would achieve the greatest reductions in
total VMT, GHG emissions, and air pollutant emissions,
although total VMT would still increase by about 7.2
million miles per year, or 9 percent, by 2050, compared
to an increase of about 15.7 million miles per year, or
20 percent, under the Regional Plan. To be implemented,
however, Alternative 5D would require a major state road
pricing policy change, and major changes in land use
policies, parking policies, and transit funding. The results
indicate that total reductions in VMT below the 2012
level are not feasible in light of the forecasted increase
of nearly one million more people in the region by 2050.

Attendees enjoyed listening to the panel at the Tin Roof Bar
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMBER APPRECIATON EVENT
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2015
5:30-9:00PM
Please join fellow members and friends of the San Diego Chapter
of AEP for a member appreciation event at the San Diego Zoo! The
event will feature a live animal presentation, heavy appetizers, and
one complimentary drink. Attendees are encouraged to explore Zoo
grounds after the event. The event is FREE to AEP members. Guests
are welcome at a cost of $25 per person. The animal presentation
will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m. so please plan accordingly.
Hope to see you there!

5:30-6:00pm
6:00-6:45pm
6:30-7:30pm
7:30-9:00pm

Check-in and Receive Ticket
Live Animal Presentation
Heavy Appetizers and Drinks
Explore the Zoo!

Please RSVP no later than Thursday, July 30 here:
http://tinyurl.com/August2015MemberAppreciation

Please contact Dana Martinez at sdaepprograms@gmail.com for questions or cancellations.
It is AEP’s policy to invoice all persons who do not cancel their reservation within 48 hours of the event.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
On October 15, 2015 the San Diego Chapter of AEP will
recognize the best in technical and environmental documents
and celebrate the accomplishments of local agencies, firms, and
professionals at our annual Awards and Scholarship Banquet
held at The Lafayette Hotel. We are pleased to introduce two
new award categories this year!
Nominations are being accepted in the following categories:
• Outstanding Environmental Analysis Document 		
EIR/EIS
• Outstanding Environmental Analysis Document 		
MND/EA
• Outstanding Technical Report
• Outstanding Planning Document - Plan, Policy or
		
Ordinance
• Outstanding Public Involvement (previously: 		
		
Community Stewardship Award)
• Outstanding Contribution to the Environmental
		
Profession
• Outstanding Innovation in Green Planning and 		
		
Design Document
One electronic copy of each nomination, including qualification
forms, letters, documents, supporting materials, endorsements,
and summaries must be received by August 17, 2015.
Please see the Call for Nominations for additional information
and visit our website at: http://sd.califaep.org/awardsprogram
for nomination forms.
The event is also an opportunity to provide scholarships to student members who have demonstrated exceptional
academic achievement in the environmental field. Proceeds donated by generous sponsors and attendees are
dedicated to San Diego AEP’s scholarship program. The San Diego Chapter of AEP is now accepting applications from
undergraduate or graduate students attending any university or community college in San Diego or Imperial County
who are actively engaged in the pursuit of a career with an environmental emphasis. Completed e-mail applications
should be sent to the scholarship committee by August 31, 2015. For questions, additional information, and submittals,
please contact Holly Ayala at sdaepstudentoutreach@gmail.com.
If you have any questions regarding the event, please contact Co-Chairs Lauren Washington (lwa@sandag.org or 619595-5374) or Kristin Blackson (kristin.blackson@mbakerintl.com or 858-614-5007).
We look forward to seeing you there!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
Fall UC Davis Extension Land Use and
Natural Resources Courses
Davis, Calif.— Explore a broad range of issues with UC
Davis Extension’s fall courses in Land Use and Natural
Resources. Visit our website for a full listing of courses and
available discounts.
Land Use and Environmental Planning Professional
Education Showcase
• Aug. 14: Fri., noon-1:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• Free. Enroll in section 151LUP100.
Planning in California: An Overview
• Oct. 22-23 and Nov. 19-20: Thurs.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $675. Enroll in section 152LUP500.

Streambank Assessment and Restoration
• Nov. 12: Thur., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT202.
Understanding the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: An
Overview of Governance and Regulation
• Sept. 30: Wed., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.

• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT114.

Ecosystem Services and Markets
• Oct. 21: Wed., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
•$360. Enroll in section 152NAT360.
(continued on page 17)

Financial Aspects of Planning
• Sept. 17-18 and Oct. 15-16: Thurs.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $675. Enroll in section 152LUP510.
NEW! Rethinking Development Finance: Financing
Development in a Post Redevelopment World
• Nov. 17: Tues., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $195. Enroll in section 152LUP105.
Updating Transportation Analysis in CEQA: How to
Effectively Implement SB743
• Oct. 28: Wed., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152LUP299.
The Intersection Between Transportation and Land Use
• Dec. 10-11: Thur.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $500. Enroll in section 152LUP250.
Land Use Planning for Non-Planners: An Introduction
to Planning in California
• Oct. 16: Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
• San Francisco: UC Berkeley Extension, 160 Spear St.
• $225. Enroll in section 152LUP110.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
Mitigation and Conservation Banking
• Nov. 6: Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT361.
Mitigation Measure Development and Monitoring
• Nov. 13: Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT286.
CEQA: A Step-by-Step Approach
• Sept. 23: Wed., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT213.

The
Nature
Conservancy
(TBC)
is looking to hire a Conservation
Landscapes Project Director in the San
Diego Region
The Conservation Landscapes Project Director oversees
the development of TNC strategies to demonstrate how to
achieve a bold vision for conservation of species, habitats
and ecosystem function in the San Diego region that can
be applied elsewhere in the State. Specifically, this position
will develop solutions to address habitat conversion,
fragmentation and loss of connectivity in the San Diego
region.
(continued on page 18)

EIR/EIS Preparation and Review
• Oct. 14: Wed., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT209.

Innovation Done Right…We Make a Difference

Thresholds of Significance in Environmental
Planning
• Sept. 25: Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT210.

Environmental Planning • Land Planning/Urban Design • Civil Engineering
Stormwater Management • Water Resources • Natural Resources Management
Transportation/Traffic • Survey/Mapping/GIS • Construction Management

Habitat Conservation Plan Implementation
• Dec. 3: Thur., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
• Sacramento: Sutter Square Galleria, 2901 K St.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT277.

9755 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego, CA 92124 • 858.614.5000

Introduction to Fall Birds of Northern California
• Oct. 13, 17, Nov. 10, 14, and Dec. 1, 5: Tues., 6:30-9
p.m. and Sat. 7 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Davis: Da Vinci Building, 1632 Da Vinci Ct.
• $360. Enroll in section 152NAT216.

ASSEMBLY BILL 52 IN EFFECT

On September 25, 2014 Governor Brown
signed into law Assembly Bill (AB) 52, a bill
that amended CEQA to mandate consultation
with California Native American tribes during
the CEQA process. Effective July 1, 2015, a lead
agency will be required to offer Native American
tribes with an interest in Tribal Cultural
Resources located within its jurisdiction the
opportunity to consult on CEQA documents.

For more information or to enroll, call (800) 7520881, email extension@ucdavis.edu or visit our
website here www.extension.ucdavis.edu/land

17

• The••
• The

ENVIRONMENTOR
ENVIRONMENTOR

ass o ci at i on of env i ronment a l professi ona ls
J U LY 2 0 1 5
s an di ego chapter
FEBRUARY 2015
AEP | San Diego

ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
The Project Director will also be an important leader
within TNC’s Land Conservation Program, and, using
the San Diego project as an opportunity to pilot and test
new solutions, will be expected to facilitate the transfer of
lessons learned to other areas and support similar work
across California. S/he works with the agencies leading
the development and implementation of HCP/NCCPs,
develops and disseminates best practices, builds consensus
around solutions, and develops key partnerships. S/
he serves as the principle TNC contact to government
agencies, other conservation organizations, foundations
and the academic community in the San Diego region. S/he
will also collaborate with Conservancy external affairs staff
in developing public funding for the HCP/NCCP regional
preserves and/or other conservation plans, philanthropy
staff in donor identification, cultivation and stewardship
for the region, and finance staff to develop and manage
budgets that support the strategic direction of the program.
For more information, please visit http://bit.ly/tnc43246.
To apply to position number 43246, submit resume and
cover letter as one document. All applications must be
submitted in the system prior to 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time
on July 26, 2015.

REC Consultants, Inc. is looking to hire
a GIS Specialist in San Diego
Job Summary
Job Type: Part Time (with potential for Full-Time)
Years of Experience: 1 to 3 Years
Education Level: BA in Geography, Environmental
Sciences or equivalent, GIS Certificate preferred.
Contact Information: gis@rec-consultants.com
About the Job
Produce detailed, high-quality cartographic products
(digital and hard copy) in accordance with technical
guidelines and client needs; Communicate with team
members to define data needs, project requirements,
and desired outputs; Compile, manipulate, and refine
geographic data from a variety of sources including
public domain, field observation, satellite imagery, aerial
photographs, and existing maps; Perform regular quality
control checks of GIS data and non-spatial databases
with minimal supervision to ensure data integrity;
Perform, qualitative/quantitative analysis, post-process
field data, impact calculations and map production for a

variety of environmental and planning projects; Potential
opportunities to participate in field work for a variety of
environmental based projects.
Required Qualifications
1-3 Years of GIS experience; Upper level course work
in GIS or Geography; Proficiency using ESRI ArcGIS
software and digital cartography; Proficiency using
Microsoft Office; Experience in producing high-quality
digital and hardcopy maps and project graphics; Strong
written and verbal communication skills; Resourceful and
self-motivated.
REC is committed to the principle of equal opportunity in
employment.

I Love a Clean San Diego is looking to
hire a Contracts Manager in San Diego
CONTRACT MANAGER
REPORTS TO: Senior Director of Operations
TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT: Full time, Exempt
I Love A Clean San Diego’s Contract Manager oversees
ILACSD’s contract and grant management activities, in
addition to managing I Love A Clean San Diego’s Hotline
Department.
Specific Duties
Manage government contracts: win new contracts, renew
and expand existing, create and implement supporting
materials and programs; Oversee the creation and
implementation of various contractual service agreements
including writing scopes of work and responses to RFPs;
Conduct contract and grant management activities
including attending client meetings, contract compliance,
reporting, evaluation and budget concerns; Responsible
for contract paperwork including working with client
and with ILACSD Director of Finance & Executive
Director on legal considerations; Oversee all functions
of the Hotline department and Recycling and HHW call
center and online database; Work with Hotline staff for
timely and accurate tracking, reporting, surveying, and
summarizing of Hotline programs ; Work with Finance
Department regarding contract budgetary concerns
on a monthly and YTD basis; Work with Development
Department to secure funding and content for Hotline
programs (including grants, corporations, donors).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
Works with marketing team to strategize and implement
tactics to enhance ILACSD’s online database and call
center; Lead contract transitions from development into
implementation; Develop and maintain strategic alliances
and partnerships with community groups/organizations,
governmental agencies, and other parties who can assist
ILACSD in fulfilling its mission and supply funding;
Answer call center as a backup to other Hotline staff;
Oversee Contracts and Hotline department supplies,
inventory, purchasing, proper and timely storage.

Position Requirements:
• Excellent organizational and time management skills
• Experience managing staff & managing contracts
• Fiscal management experience
• Commitment to working in a team environment
• Ability to interact with diverse groups of people
• Effective communication skills for diverse audiences
• Promotes teamwork and motivates staff

Fiscal
Creates, documents, implements and reports contracts
and Hotline Department progress and outcomes; Work
with Finance to create monthly and YTD budget for
contracts and Hotline activities; Operates, monitors,
and accounts for the revenue and expense budget within
the Contracts and Hotline departments; Plays the role
of ultimate accountability for legal, moral and prudent
operations within the Contracts and Hotline departments.

COMPENSATION & BENEFITS
• Paid Time Off (PTO) plan - 10 work days (accrued)
years 1-3
• Employer-paid medical and dental insurance for
individual after 30 days
• Generous paid holiday schedule (approximately 11
holidays per year)
• Salary is commensurate with experience (range $32,000
- $40,000/ year)

Supervision
Defines and manages staffing requirements; recruits
and maintains high quality staff; provides accountability
mechanisms as necessary; Supervises, coaches, supports
and inspires Hotline staff and Program Assistants to
achieve highest and most effective performance.

If interested in applying, send resume, salary requirements,
and cover letter in a word or pdf format to Natalie RobertsDecarli at nroberts@cleansd.org by July 27th, 2015.

Bilingual English/Spanish a plus

GRANT FUNDING

Other
Represents ILACSD on external committees as needed;
Attend trainings and workshops when appropriate to
further expand organization’s presence in the community;
Other duties as assigned.

The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife has officially released the Proposal
Solicitation Package for the Natural
Community Conservation Planning Local
Assistance Grant Program for Fiscal Year
2015-16.
The PSP is available on CDFW’s NCCP
Grants webpage at: https://www.wildlife.
ca.gov/Conservati…/Planning/NCCP/
Grants
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont’d)
July 23 Luncheon Registration - San
Diego County Water Authority
Please join San Diego AEP for a luncheon presentation
by Tim Bombardier of the San Diego County Water
Authority on July 23, 2015.
As a senior water resources specialist for the San
Diego County Water Authority, Bombardier is
responsible for developing the region's long-range
water demand forecast to assist in facility and supply
planning, as well as short-term sales forecasts used in
the budgetary process. He also performs analysis for
a wide range of topics including rate structures, water
transfers, conservation savings, drought allocation
and supply planning. Bombardier also serves as the
Water Authority's staff representative to SANDAG,
the region's local land use planning agency, and
the Water Utility Climate Alliance, an association
of water utilities from across the nation focused on
enhancing the usefulness of climate change science.
The presentation will be held from noon to 1:00 pm
with registration starting at 11:30. The presentation
will focus on the San Diego region's water supply with
respect to the current drought conditions. Attend
and learn more about our region's water supply in
this changing environment and SDCWA's efforts to
increase supply reliability.
Please register here:
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/even
tReg?oeidk=a07eb6wrq06681126d8&oseq&c&ch
For more information, or with any questions, please
contact Katherine Godfrey at kgodfrey@dudek.com.

AEP State Conference in San Diego April
3-6, 2016
As you know, San Diego will be hosting the next State
AEP Conference - and we are excited!!
The due date for subtmitting session abstracts
has been extended to the end of September. Please
submit your proposals via the California AEP website:
https://www.califaep.org/events/2016-aepconference
Please contact the Conference Committee at:
2016aepconference@gmail.com with any questions.
The theme of the event is “Cities in Transition”....so
start thinking of potential workshop ideas, volunteer
opportunities, event activities, etc. We look forward
to hosting a fantastic conference in America’s Finest
City!!
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Visit us at:
www.sd.califaep.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SanDiegoAEP
LinkedIn: Association of Environmental Professionals - San
Diego Chapter
Twitter: www.twitter.com/AEPSanDiego
Instagram: @AEPSanDiego #AEPSanDiego
Contact the Newsletter Editor at: sdaepnews@gmail.com

Vice President of Membership
Malia Bassett
ICF International
sdaepmembership@gmail.com
Treasurer
Julia Norris
Potomac-Hudson Engineering
julia.norris@phe.com
Secretary
Austin Melcher
DUDEK
amelcher@dudek.com
Student Membership and
Outreach Director
Holly Ayala
Amec Foster Wheeler
Holly.ayala@amecfw.com
Chapter Director
Mindy Fogg
County of San Diego
mindy.fogg@sdcounty.ca.gov
Newsletter Editor
Laurel Lees
AECOM
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Board Meetings are typically held on
the second Tuesday of each month.
All members are invited to attend.
If you would like to attend, please
contact the Chapter Secretary for more
information. Meerting minutes are
posted on the Chapter website.
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