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FCC INCENTIVE AUCTION "LEARN WEBINAR" FOR LPTV AND TV TRANSLATORS HIGHLIGHTS THE 
CONCERNS OF THE INDUSTRY, AND OFFERS A GLIMPSE OF A POST-AUCTION LPTV ACCOMODATION 
FOR FINDING NEW CHANNELS FOR ALL LICENSEES TO MOVE TO BY REPACKING WITH THE NEW ATSC 
3.0 STANDARD.   
 
Mike Gravino, Director of the LPTV SPECTRUM RIGHTS COALITION, praised today, the FCC'S Media Bureau 
LPTV LEARN WEBINAR to discuss the recent Comments process related to the new National Proposed Rule 
Making for LPTV and the Incentive Auction.   “Media Bureau Chief Bill Lake and the staff of the Video Division did a 
fine job today explaining to an on line audience of over 250 LPTV and TV translator industry participants, just what 
to expect, both before and after the Incentive Auction.  The only thing missing was the popcorn." 
 
"LPTV found out today that.... 

 
1) If the ATSC Committee can deliver a "candidate standard" for ATSC 3.0 to the FCC before the post-

auction channel repacking starts, the FCC may be able to let all broadcasters repack with it.  For LPTV 
and TV translators this could mean the difference between having a channel to move, or to go dark, and wait to 
see what the future brings a year later.  The key reason for this is the improved interference tolerance any 3.0 
standard would have since it is based on OFDM rather than 8VSB, which ATSC 1.0 has been using.  Our 
Coalition urges the ATSC Committee to move as quickly as possible to adopt a new standard for the FCC to 
conduct rule making on.  Literally 100's of LPTV stations could benefit from it immediately. 
 

2) There are still major contentious issues related to LPTV auction eligibility and post-auction 
displacement protections, which the FCC decided not to provide to LPTV, and which the Incentive 
Auction Report and Order Petitions for Reconsideration have teed up.  These may still hamper an early 
2016 auction launch date if they are brought to the Court of Appeals.  While Congress did not include 
LPTV in the auction because of a new definition of which licenses are actually broadcasters or not, the FCC still 
had the authority and discretion to protect LPTV in the repack.  But they chose not to because of the complexity 
of doing so.  It may prove to be far more complex not to include them than any of them realize once the issue is 
in the courts, and the FCC does not have any economic nor auction simulation studies to prove it. 
 

3) The Commissioners have yet another new NPRM related to LPTV issues coming out soon. On circulation 
with them is an "Amendment of Part 15, 73, 74 of the Commissions Rules to Provide for the Preservation of 
One Vacant Channel in the UHF Television Band for Use By Wireless Microphones and TV White Space 
Devices."   Coalition Director Mike Gravino says, "The Incentive Auction legislation, when enacted over 1000 
days ago, set in stone 21 words that forbid the FCC from changing any of the LPTV spectrum usage rights 
rules.  By elevating unlicensed users over licensed LPTV users the Commission is asking for yet another court 
fight, and potential delay in the auction." 

 
The LPTV SPECTRUM RIGHTS COALITION is a national research and lobbying effort of over 150 FCC 
broadcast television licensees in most states, both major urban markets and small rural communities, 
which operate and hold licenses and new construction permits for more than 1000 low-power television 
and TV translator stations.  
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