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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you choose to become an educator? 
I currently teach second grade at Cedar Park Elementary STEM School in Apple Valley, Minnesota.  
I became a teacher because I wanted to inspire young children to have a passion for learning and have 
the belief that they can do and become anything. I enjoy working with children and I love the 
excitement they have as they make discoveries and learn and experience new things.  
 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction? 
The lessons in the program are highly engaging. I have been so impressed with the knowledge my 
students gain during each of the lessons I have implemented from the program. The students are 
enthusiastic about the learning that they are doing in each of the lessons I presented from this program 
because they are so hands-on and inquiry based. It gives the students the opportunity to take control of 
their learning and build a deep understanding.  
 
The students are also very excited about all of the materials that I have implemented from the program. 
They especially love the Ag Mag Junior magazines and commodities cards. Many of them used these 
materials as reference guides when writing nonfiction books about their plants.    
 
Describe any agriculture based projects you have been involved in lately. 
In second grade at my school we start the school year with 
a very in-depth plant study. We have continued this study 
based on a wondering by my students: Can we continue to 
grow things throughout the winter? After some class 
research we “discovered” the idea of hydroponics and 
aquaponics gardens. After several engineering and science 
explorations of how to get plants to grow in water instead 
of soil, we have created a garden growing above a goldfish 
tank. We are in the process of observing this garden to 
monitor its growth and success. If we find this garden is 
successful, we have planned to create a “living wall” in the 
main entrance to our building. We would like to grow something we could eat in our cafeteria in this 
wall garden in the future. 
 
What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 
The lessons provided on the Minnesota Ag in the Classroom website have been such a valuable 
resource. They are well organized, easy to follow and prepare for, and extremely engaging. My students 
and I have learned so much through my implementation of these lessons. Each lesson also corresponds 
to many of the Minnesota standards, which helps me plan and choose appropriate lessons to teach that 
fit into each of my units of study. I would advise any teacher to reference their website when lesson 
planning, not just for science lessons, but especially when making connections between science and 
literacy and science topics and math. 



Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
As the human population continues to expand and we continue to “use up” our Earth’s resources, we 
need to teach students the importance of agriculture and the impact it makes on our lives. Agriculture 
drives what keeps humans alive and thriving and we often take it for granted. So many of my students 
have no idea where food and resources come from because we are surrounded by and sheltered by 
urbanization. The farther we spread our cities, the less connected students become to where our 
resources come from. As we have become connected this year to a farm family and learned about 
everything that agriculture provides us with, they have gained a better understanding of the impact 
agriculture has on our lives. We learned about what happens when there is no more land to grow food 
and animals. We learned about the impact we [humans] have on the ecosystem and how we [humans] 
are harming it and what that will mean for us in the future. Children now need to start thinking about 
how everything relates to each other and need to understand the relationship we have with agriculture 
so that they can have more of awareness as adults to make better choices about how to take care of the 
Earth and find a balance between our urban lives and the resources we consume. We need to set 
children up now to be our future problem solvers to make sure we don’t over consume our resources.   
 

 


