
 

 

JANUARY 20, 2015 
 
The Honorable Heidi Heitkamp 
502 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Heitkamp, 
 
On behalf of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB) and the 566 Federally Recognized American Indian 
and Alaska Native Tribal Governments we serve, I write today to express my strong support for your 
legislation to establish the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Commission on Native Children.  As 
you know, American Indians and Alaska Native (AI/AN) children experience some of the highest rates of 
poverty and continue to experience some of the greatest health challenges in the country.  This bill 
represents an important step in providing a better future for AI/AN children and for preserving our health 
and culture for the next seven generations.    
 
From youth suicide to childhood obesity to physical abuse and neglect, the issues facing young people in 
Indian Country are grave.  For example, Native young people experience Type 2 diabetes at rates higher 
than other ethnic groups; historical trauma and adverse childhood experiences have resulted in depression 
and other mental illness for AI/AN children; suicide is the second leading cause of death for Indian youth;  
alcohol abuse among youth in Indian Country occurs at far greater rates than the general population (Indian 
Country experiences alcoholism at rates 552 percent higher than in the general population), creating 
difficult home lives for many Native young people.  These are just some of the formidable challenges and 
barriers Native children and youth encounter and have to navigate on a daily basis.  This legislation will 
be an important contributor to bringing light to these issues and breaking down some of the administrative 
and bureaucratic barriers we face when working to better the lives of our children.  
 
Thank you for taking on this important issue by authoring the bill to create a Commission on Native 
Children.  This effort is an important, focused step in bettering the lives of children in Indian Country.  
Please know, that NIHB is here to offer any support or assistance you may need in moving this legislation 
through Congress.   
 
Yours in Health, 

 
Lester Secatero 
Chairperson   


