
 

Southeastern Camping Unit, Charter +1 

by Matt Hackney, Region 3 President  

The Southeastern Camping Unit.was formed as a result of a meeting at 
Alumapalooza 4.  A group of 11 couples who were current WBCCI Members met 
to discuss opportunities for expanding their level of Fun, Friendship, and 
Adventure.  Discussions included an interest in outdoor adventure, exploring 
public parks and traveling to new places.  A week later, during an AirForums 
gathering in Cloudland Canyon State Park near Trenton, GA, an additional 15 
families were informed of the idea and many expressed their interest in 
participation.  Eleven months later, the Southeastern Camping Unit has a 
membership of over 60 from 11 states and 65 affiliate members from an 
additional 10 states.  

When asked why the group included the word “camping” in their name, Unit 
President Craig Stephens explains, “These folks like to be outdoors.  They 
enjoy athletic activities that include kayaking, hiking, campfire watching, and pot 
luck meals!”  Since the group received a charter in January  they have held 
rallies in 6 states, created a webpage (http://secamping.wbcci.net), members- 
only Facebook page, and held countless other informal gatherings.  As Roy 
Beavers explains, “We try include a variety of activities and locations so both 
retired and working members can enjoy them”.  The SE Camping Unit has held 
rallies in conjunction with a Georgia Conservancy paddle trip on the 
Okeefenokee Swamp and several rallies during AirForums gatherings in North 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida.  In August the group is participating in a 
joint rally with the South Carolina Coastal Unit and in October they gathered in 
Atlanta and attended a concert by Antsy McClain.  

So what are they doing differently?  The formula includes a Facebook Page 
where members can invite others to meet them for weekend trips.  Unit 
Membership Chair Beth Hackney determined that making that page closed to 
non-members would provide additional protection of personal information so 
members can freely share their travel schedule.  In addition, they have a unit 
webpage (http://secamping.wbcci.net) and a newsletter.  

One unique facet of the unit is the involvement in AirForums activities.  Most of 
the members were already active in the AirForums and attended many annual 
gatherings.  SECamping looks at these as opportunities share our WBCCI 
experiences with those who have Airstreams but have never joined the 
WBCCI.  In fact, the unit membership includes 20 who were not previously 
members of the WBCCI. 
 



Why the emphasis on Air Forums?  Membership Chairman Beth Hackney 
explains:  "Many folks join the Air Forums before they even buy their first 
Airstream.  It is great way to communicate with owners or future owners of 
Airstreams, both new and old.  If you want to sell the WBCCI to new owners, you 
have to find the new owners first.  The Air Forums is a great place to find 
them.  While there will be 10 or more members not renew, we will pick up an 
additional 10 to 15 following the big rallies in Florida (Canopener, 
Alumaflamingo).  We go where non-members camp.   
 


