
FORD TRANSIT CHASSIS AVAILABLE FOR AMBULANCE USE  
The new Ford Transit Commercial Van chassis is available in North America. The normal ambulance 
package model will be equipped with Ford’s new 3.5-liter EcoBoost® V6 engine that delivers, according 
to Ford, a very good combination of fuel-economy and power. A diesel engine is also mentioned as being 
available but so far few details on this engine are known. This model will replace Ford’s E-Series Type II 
vans. E Series cutaway chassis for Type 3 ambulance units will continue to be built and sold through 
most of the rest of the decade. The venerable E-Series with a 6.8 liter V10 engine returns 10 mpg city 
and 13 mpg highway. The Transit van is expected to achieve better fuel-economy, while keeping all its 
power. This change could result in savings of thousands of dollars in operating costs for operators.  
Engine options include:  
3.7L V6, similar to the one found in the Mustang, 14mpg city/19mpg highway, and it can be converted to 
run on compressed natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas. The 98C option package includes hardened 
intake and exhaust valves and valve seats but not CNG/LPG tanks, lines, etc. Additional equipment 
combined with a certified calibration reflash is required from an external upfitter to convert the chassis to 
a CNG/LPG fueled chassis.  

Ford’s 3.5L Ecoboost V6, of Taurus SHO and F150 fame, that offers V8 power levels with V6 fuel 
economy (if you keep the turbos out of boost). 14mpg city/19mpg highway.  

3.2L 5-cylinder PowerStroke Turbo Diesel, sourced from Europe, that will offer by far the best fuel 
economy of the range. The diesel will likely be the favorite in ambulance applications, due to long periods 
of idling time during duty. This engine is not EPA rated for mpg information.  
 
The new Transit ambulances should offer some valuable improvements over the current lineup of 
Econoline ambulances. A softer suspension is rumored, which will make things much safer and more 
livable for those riding in back, especially in urban areas with rough pavement. The new Transit will also 
handle better because of its more modern suspension architecture, making it more controllable when 
responding to an urgent call. Additionally, Type II Transit Ambulance configurations will have a higher 
roof, giving those in back more room to move about while tending to a patient.  
The van chassis is available with either a 130” regular wheelbase chassis or a 148” long wheelbase. The 
chassis cab (CC) and cutaway (CA) chassis are available with 138”, 156” and 178” wheelbases. Gross 
Vehicle Weight Range (GVWR) is 8,600 to 10,360 lbs. depending on body style, chassis and single rear 
wheel vs. dual rear wheels.  

The full 2015 Ford Transit Ordering Guide is online at: 

http://www.fordtransitforum.com/posts/2015TransitOrderGuide.pdf 


