
AED DRONES UNDER DEVELOPMENT  
 
There are evidently several projects underway to develop a drone capable of delivering an AED to the 
scene of a cardiac arrest.  
 
A student at Delft Technical University in the Netherlands is developing a small helicopter drone equipped 
with a defibrillator that can fly quickly when summoned to someone in cardiac arrest. The drone, when 
called, would fly up to 60 mph and be guided by the user’s smartphone GPS coordinates. The student is 
hoping to improve the survivability rate of cardiac arrests from 8 percent to 80 percent as the “Ambulance 
Drone” could theoretically deliver a defibrillator, and other medical supplies such as insulin, an epi auto-
injector, nasal Narcan and even oxygen to any patient within a 4.6 square mile area within a minute. 
Medical personnel would be able to communicate with people at the scene with a microphone/speaker, 
as well as using a camera mounted to the drone, which folds the arms of its rotary blades for easy 
carrying into buildings. The drone ambulance is expected to go into service in five years despite “a 
number of legal obstacles.” Cost is estimated at about $19.000.  
Previously, a German non-profit group announced in 2013 a concept device called the Defikopter 

designed with drone maker Height Tech to fly defibrillators to emergency responders by way of a GPS 

enable smartphone application. Definetz says the Defikopter can travel within a radius of about six miles, 

and fly at a speed of about 43 miles per hour). While Definetz and Height Tech have announced their 

collaborative design, neither organization said if or when the Defikopter would be made available for sale, 

or when and if the corresponding smartphone app would be released to the public. There are, of course, 

a few drawbacks to the drone concept. If built, the drone hardware would sell for about $26,000, 

according to a news site. Additionally, if the Defikopter and its app are made available, the Defikopter can 

only be hailed by someone who is with a heart attack victim and already has the app downloaded 

downloaded on their phone. 


