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GOVERNOR PROPOSES A NEW ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM IN CALIFORNIA 
Within an effort to get better results from the state’s workforce development programs, Governor Brown in 
his 2015-16 budget proposes major changes on how Adult Education would be funded in the future.  
 
The program’s changes are enumerated in the 2015-16 Budget Summary that accompanies the actual budget 
document. On February 1, legislation is scheduled to be introduced that will contain the actual provisions 
driving the changes. As of now, the following changes are reportable:  

• $500 million is being proposed for Adult Education in fiscal year 2015-16. 
• The SB 91 maintenance of effort (MOE) is being continued through the 2015-16 fiscal year to allow 

for transition to the new funding methodology.  
• It is estimated that the MOE would consume $300 to $350 million of the $500 million allocation. 
• For the 2015-16 fiscal year, the balance of $150 million to $200 million would be allocated to the 70 

consortia statewide. 
• All Adult education funds would be allocated to the consortium and not directly to districts. 
• An allocation board for planning and distributing Adult Education block grant funds is to be 

established by each consortium beginning in 2015-16. 
• The allocation board would consist of seven members who represent community colleges, adult 

education providers, local workforce investment boards, county social services departments, 
correctional rehabilitation programs, and one public member with relevant expertise. 

• State Community College Chancellor and Superintendent of Public Instruction will jointly approve 
the allocation of funds. 

	  
“INVESTING IN CALIFORNIA’S WORKFORCE” IS THE BIG PICTURE AND PRIZE 

As one way to begin to reduce the state’s poverty rates, Governor Brown is initiating a concentrated effort to 
coordinate and leverage the state’s workforce training programs. Brown’s budget summary cites $1.2 billion 
as the investment total. The figure includes funds earmarked for adult education, career technical education, 
apprenticeship programs, and the federal Workforce Investment Opportunity Act. To quote the summary 
document, “this type of investment can provide a permanent path out of poverty and to greater personal 
achievement.” 
	  
WHAT TO DO? . . .  
Continue to inform your local state legislators of the fine services your Adult Education program is 
providing to the community, and the need for its continuation. Remember that every legislator votes on the 
state budget! 
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