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 This Lent we may want to reflect upon the relationship between Jesus 
and Peter.  
 

 How often, when faced with a situation I believe needs a response from me 
have I undergone a head, heart or gut check and then proceeded headlong into 
something.  It winds up not working out too well, or not at all, or worse.  During 
these times there is confusion and at times prolonged confusion, even chaos.  It 
seems like what is up is down and what is down is up, like Alice 'Through the 
Looking Glass'.  Nothing makes sense and a completely unwelcomed situation 
results.  Or, at times my action, despite my great effort, does nothing to change a 
situation and the situation continues without relief.  I can't make what 'should 
happen' happen.  I am left simply baffled at what to do, which is terrible to me, as I 
am a doer.      
 

 So, in November, I was truly thankful for an awareness that came during a 
retreat at Graymoor in Garrison, N.Y.  It has given me comfort and renewed trust 
that God has things well in hand, and that all I need to do is to get out of the way.     
 

 The subject of the conference was St. Bonaventure's "Tree of Life" 
reflections, given by Fr. Rick Martignetti, OFM an Immaculate Conception friar1.  
The retreat was for Franciscan women and men in initial formation. 
 

 A couple of days into the retreat Fr. Rick gave a talk which included a 
presentation on Peter based upon St. Bonaventure's "'Reflection Twenty-One' - 
Jesus, Denied by His Own, The Gaze of Compassion".2  The presentation was about 
poor Peter and what a horrible day it was for him as he denied ever knowing Jesus 
just as Jesus predicted.3 
 

 In the Gospel of Luke after Peter denies Jesus and the cock crows, the 
English translation says: "The Lord turned and looked at Peter". (Luke 22:61)  Fr. 
Rick indicated that the Greek word is more akin to a gaze - a beholding, a fully 
taking in of Peter.  After the presentation there was time for reflection before 
coming back into a large group for sharing. 
 

 During the reflection time I recalled that scripture shows that Peter keeps 
putting his foot in his mouth, acting impulsively and getting Jesus' message wrong 
nearly all the time.   

                                                
1 Fr. Rick presented from his newly published book Hidden Beauty: Reflections on Saint Bonaventure's 

Tree of LIfe Lignum Vitae  (Tau Publishing, LLC., Phoenix, Az 2013). 
2 R.S. Martignetti, Hidden Beauty: Reflections on Saint Bonaventure's Tree of LIfe Lignum Vitae , 69-71. 
3 Ibid.,. 69. 



 Peter gets things wrong even though he has seen the miracles, the healing 
of the sick, including the healing of his own mother-in-law (Matthew 8:14); the 
calming the seas (Matthew 8:23) etc., yet he still doesn't understand.  Peter 
virtually commands Jesus to have him walk on water: "Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you".  Jesus  says "Come".  When frightened, Peter sinks and cries 
"Lord save me" and Jesus reaches out.  (Matthew 14:28).   
 

 Yet despite these numerous missteps, there are moments when the sacred 
breaks through to Peter and he is able to comprehend --- such as in Matthew 16:15 
when Jesus asks "Who do you say that I am?" and Peter responds "You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God".  Jesus tells Peter that "my Father in Heaven 
has revealed this to you" and then says "I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it".  
 

 Now, you would think that after Jesus proclaims Peter as "the rock" on 
whom he will build his church that Peter would understand and not mess up any 
more, but there are more missteps, including very big ones.   There is the 
Transfiguration where Peter wants to erect tents to Moses, Elijah and Jesus 
(Matthew 17:1); Peter's rebuking of Jesus after Jesus says that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer (Matthew 16:21); there is the objection to having his feet 
washed (John 13:8); there is Peter's failure to stay awake in the garden for even one 
hour (Mark 14:41); there is the impulsive cutting off of the slave's ear (John 18:10) 
and then there are Peter's denials. (Luke 22:57).  
 

 When the whole retreat group gathered later to share, a young Felician 
sister stood up.   Then, in a soft, hesitating voice she said, "It struck me while I was 
reflecting - that when Jesus gazed at Peter - Jesus restored Peter and brought him 
back into communion with himself". 
 

 Wow!  I quickly jotted this down and noticed Fr. Rick jotting it down, too.   
It caught my breath as I took in what was just said.  So, it was when Peter was most 
vulnerable that Jesus was able to get through to him.   It was when Peter was most 
vulnerable that Jesus transformed him.  Making Peter the 'rock' did not do it.  
Walking on water did not do it.  Seeing the Transfiguration did not do it.   
 

 So, as Peter was restored by Jesus despite the terrible missteps, I too am 
restored in spite of my mistakes.  I felt relief!   I am thanking God for choosing and 
loving Peter, "the rock", and believing in his transformation before seeing any real 
evidence of it.  And I am thanking God for choosing and loving me despite the lack 
of evidence of my being transformed.  I do want to be transformed by God but now 
I know - on a much deeper level - that it will happen as it happened with Peter.  
When I am at my most vulnerable God will get through to me. I HAVE MET 
SIMON PETER AND HE IS ME.   


