
Lenten Service Invitation  
A model letter (could also be an email) 

to all members to attend the next Wednesday evening 

Lenten service or a Sunday service with a strong emphasis 

on Calvary. If possible, use their names in the greeting. 

  

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Brown 

1552 Main Street  

Anywhere, US 77777 

  

Dear Joe and Mary— 

  

      Martha and Judas were different. They were so unalike that we seldom 
mention them in the same breath. Martha was not entrusted with the 

disciples’ money. Judas did not have a brother that who was raised from the 
dead. Martha is last described serving Jesus. Judas is last described 

exchanging His Teacher for money and then hanging himself in the shadows. 
  

      Judas and Martha were different, but in one way they were alike. They 
were alike in their feelings about Mary. Both Martha and Judas complained 

about the sister who in their opinion was selfish, careless, and irresponsible 

in her preoccupation with Jesus. While Martha worked to prepare a meal for 
her guests, Mary sat at Jesus’ feet. While Judas thought about the money 

that could be “given to the poor,” Mary “wasted” that money on Jesus’ feet 
(Luke 10:39-42 & John 12:1-8).  

  
      Yet, in both cases, when Jesus heard their complaints, He sided with 

Mary. To the manager of details He said, “Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has 

chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” And to the 
manager of the disciples’ money Jesus said, “You’ll always have the poor 

with you. You won’t always have Me.” Martha found time to work. Judas 
found a way to save money. But Mary… Mary found both time and treasure 

— to spend — at Jesus’ feet. 
  

      It would be difficult to prove that Martha was more concerned about 

being a gracious hostess than she was about Jesus. It would be easier to 
argue that Judas was more interested in money than he was in either Jesus 

or the poor. It seems fairly obvious that he was concerned about making 
sure there was enough money in the account so that he could dip into it 

without being found out. In either case, even though Judas and Martha were 
both counted among the first followers of Jesus, they were alike in their 



feelings about Mary. Neither enjoyed the drama that played out through 

Mary’s eyes and the feet she anointed. 
  

      And what is my story? Who am I like? How much attention am I giving 
to “the now scarred feet” that spent so much of heaven’s time and treasure 

on me? What priority am I giving to the feet that bore the weight of my 
cross, the weight of my sin and punishment? Am I like Martha in my hectic 

pace? Am I, in my values, like Judas? 

  

      Or if I don’t want to be mentioned in the same breath with them, am I 
willing to join Mary in the attitude that made her sister and Judas so uneasy? 

Can I honestly hear myself saying, “I know there are many things to do. 
I know there isn’t much time to do them. But I love Him. I love Him for 

raising my brothers and sisters from the spiritual dead. I love Him for all the 
things He has done for me. I love to hear Him talk. I love Him so much. 

Nothing else matters until I have first listened… and worshiped… like Mary 

at Jesus’ feet. 
  

      I look forward to doing that with you at our moving Lenten service 
Wednesday evening, March 11th (or at a powerful worship service next 

Sunday). Like Mary, we will listen to Jesus (give the text or theme of the 
service). Please don’t let other things interfere with this.  

  
      Remember Martha. Remember Judas. Be like Mary! 

  
     One with you on the way to Calvary… and heaven, 
 

                                 Jim Morrison 

                                 Pastor Jim Morrison 

  

 


