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Azerbaijan holds an exceptionally crucial position in the Caucasus. As an oil-rich nation experiencing rapid 
economic and social developments, it is an important ally of the United States.  At the same time, it is a 
neighbor of U.S. rivals such as Iran and Russia. Cooperating with NATO by sending peacekeeping troops 
to Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan--as well as taking part in the U.S. war against terrorism-- made the 
country one of the most important contributors to international security. Azerbaijan has also become one of 
the hottest investment opportunities in the world because of its massive deep-water oilfields. Several giant 
international oil companies such as Statoil, ExxonMobil, Shell, British Petroleum, and Turkiyeh Petrollari 
(TPAO) are helping develop the country’s gigantic oil and gas projects. Yet, some ambitious projects, 
particularly the Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) that transfers natural gas from the Caspian Sea to 
Europe, may cause friction with other regional gas exporters such as Russia and Iran. In this lecture 
featuring the Honorable Nasimi Aghayev, the Consul General of the Republic of Azerbaijan, we would like 
to explore the role of Azerbaijan in the world, its relationship with the U.S., Israel, and neighbors such as 
Iran, Armenia, Russia, and Turkey.  We will discuss the countries opportunities and challenges for 
investors, including the national wealth fund’s role in providing matching funds for capital investments. 
Azerbaijan historical development and transformation shall be covered in this lecture. The lecture will be 
followed by a Q&A session.  


