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ELIGIBILITY 

All contestants must possess these qualifications to compete: 

 

1.     Continuously employed as a truck driver with their current employer for the past 12 months. Employer must be a current MCM    
member. 

 

2. Entry into state and ATA National Truck Driving Championships competition shall be open only to those persons who drive and per form 
the regular duties of professional truck driver.  For purposes of this rule: 

 ·          The entering motor carrier must be the contestant’s primary employer 
                ·           Contestant must have driven and performed the regular duties of a professional truck deriver for no less than 11 of the 12  
                            months prior to entry (Consult the TDC rules and Procedures book, if time off from the regular duties of a driver is more = 
                            than 30 calendar days). 
 ·          Performing the regular duties of a professional truck driver: 
                       ·   Must be the contestant’s principle duty for the entering employer/contractor; 
                       ·    Must have constituted no less than 60% of the contestant’s hours worked for the entering employer/contractor; 
                       ·    Must have totaled a minimum of 1200 hours in the 12 month prior to entry; 
        ·    Is intended to include driving a commercial motor vehicle on streets and highways, as opposed to a non-commercial motor  
                            vehicle or driving non-commercial vehicles.     

       ·    The requirement of 12 months of continuous employment with the entering employer prior to entry into any state or Nation-
al Truck Driving Championships may be waived with respect to a driver who is otherwise eligible and whose change of em-
ployment arises solely out of his/her motor carrier employer going out of business, provided that: 

        (a)   All employers for whom the driver performed the regular duties of a professional truck driver for the 11 months of the 12 
months will verify to the entering employer that the driver has maintained an accident-free record as required by the TDC 
rules. 

3.     Contestant shall not have been involved in an accident with any company vehicle from the day immediately following the National 
Truck Driving Championships until and including the date of the current State Truck Driving Championships and National Truck Driving 
Championships.  The only accidents that need not be counted against the contestant’s record are: 1) contestant’s vehicle was legally and 
properly parked; and 2) contestants vehicle was stopped in traffic in compliance with a traffic sign or signal or at the direction of a police 
officer.  [See TDC Rules and Procedures book for definition of accident.] 

4.     Contestant must hold a current CDL with the required endorsement for the class of competition in which the contestant is competing; 
and has held this license for the past 12 months. 

5.     Contestant either holds a CDL in the state of Montana or is occupationally domiciled in the state of Montana for the past 12 
months.  [See TDC Rules and Procedures book for definition of occupationally domiciled.] 

6.     Contestant has not received any form of pay, bonus, prize, or other consideration for time spent in practice for the competition. 
7.     Contestant meets the required medical standards and holds a current medical examiners certification. 

 
SCORING 
Each contestant in all vehicle categories must compete in three events and will be graded in each event.  An event winner is the contestant 
who earned the greatest number of points (highest score) in that event.  The winner of each vehicle category is the contestant who earned 
the highest overall score in his/her vehicle category which is the sum of contestant’s three event scores.  The winners of each vehicle category 
(State Champions) move on to the National Truck Driving Championships held in August, if all other eligibility requirements are met.   
The three events are: 
  
1. Written Examination (80 possible points) – Contestants must answer 40 multiple choice questions covering safe driving rules, security, first    
        aid, fire safety, health and wellness, and general information pertinent to the trucking industry. 
 

2.     Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspection (80 possible points) - Contestants must conduct a thorough pre-trip inspection to find 5 pre-set “major”  
        defects, and a designated number of minor defects. Contestants receive points for each defect identified as well as for how organized,      
        thorough and timely the inspection is conducted. Contestants are subject to point deductions for their failure to follow directions and to    
        use three points of contact when entering and exiting the vehicle. 
 

3.     Driving Skills Test (300 possible points) – Contestants must navigate a course of 6 problems for which they may receive up to 50 points  
        per problem. Contestants are subject to point deductions for their failure to follow directions, to use three points of contact when entering  
        and exiting the vehicle, to wear a safety belt, and other action/inaction as set forth in advance.  To properly wear a seatbelt. 
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