
Understanding the Issue:

CLEAN WATER

Learn more at thehoneycombproject.org

Let’s TalkDid you know?
The Great Lakes hold 20% of the world’s fresh water. Lake 

Michigan and the Chicago River are vital to everyone who lives 

here. Lake Michigan is the fifth largest lake in the world and has 

more than 1,600 miles of shoreline. Much of the water we use 

every day comes from Lake Michigan and the lake is home to a 

rich diversity of plants and animals. More than seven million 

people draw their drinking water from the lake.

 

Many animals call the 156-mile Chicago River system home, 

including beavers, minks, red foxes, and dozens of species of 

birds. Residents and tourists enjoy a variety of recreational 

activities on the river like boating, fishing, and kayaking.   Many 

factors threaten our waters and their inhabitants including:

 

Pollution: Over 40% of America’s rivers are too polluted for 

fishing, swimming, or aquatic life to thrive. Each year, billions of 

gallons of sewage end up in the Great Lakes, resulting in 

hundreds of beach closures in Illinois.

 

Climate Change: As a result of global warming, scientists predict 

the Great Lakes region will experience increased flooding and 

erosion, increased bacterial sewage and decreased native 

species.

 

Invasive Species: Non-native plants and animals competitively 

displace native species, altering habitats and reducing 

biodiversity.

• How does your family enjoy nature? Do you    

• How do our rivers and lakes get polluted? What 

acan we do to prevent this?

• Think of all of the things that you do at home 

athat require  water, like drinking, cooking, 

acleaning and bathing. What would you do if you 

adidn’t have clean water?

Learn More

• A Drop Around the World by Barbara Shaw McKinney
• Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer                

• One Well: The Story of Water on Earth 

• Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of   

• Reverse Effect: Renewing Chicago's Waterways 

• Running Dry: The Global Water Crisis by Stuart A. 

1 “Great Lakes Issues”.  Alliance for the Great Lakes. Retrieved 02-04-2015.
2 “About the River”. Friends of the Chicago River. Retrieved 02-04-2015.
3 “Protect Lake Michigan”. Environment Illinois. Retrieved 02-04-2015.
4 “Climate Change Impacts on Regional Biodiversity”. Chicago Wilderness. 
Retrieved 02-04-2015.
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ride bikes? Play at the beach? Why is it important 

to keep these areas clean and beautiful? 



PARTNERS

Learn more at thehoneycombproject.org

1658 North Milwaukee, #190
Chicago, IL 60647

Phone: (312) 854-9770
Fax: (773) 442-2097
contact@thehoneycombproject.org

The Honeycomb Project is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

with a focus on family volunteering. Our mission is to engage, 

mobilize and inspire kids and their families to build Chicago’s 

communities through public service.

TAKE ACTION
Hunt for Trash
Most Americans live within a mile of a river, lake or stream. 

Clean up trash along a nearby riverbank or shoreline to help 

improve the environment and prevent litter from entering 

our waterways. 

Become a Backyard Ambassador
Join the Chicago Conservation Corps to reduce flooding, 

control storm water runoff and keep food waste out of 

landfills and more. Inspire your friends and neighbors to do 

the same.

Plant a Rain Garden
Rain gardens are low-maintenance and are specially designed 

to contain, filter and absorb storm water runoff to reduce 

flooding. Enjoy learning about native habitats in the midwest 

and plant a garden with your family.

Conserve Water
The Great Lakes are the largest fresh water resource on 

earth, but they aren’t infinite. There are many things you can 

do in your own home to conserve and maintain clean water. 

The Alliance for the Great Lakes offers many tips like using 

phosphorus-free fertilizers and avoiding dumping anything in 

storm drains. 

Engage your Elected Officials
Much of the funding for environmental programs comes from 

federal and state funds. By sharing your concerns with your 

local leaders, you can help influence where this money goes.

Reduce Dangerous Waste
Improve water quality in the Great Lakes by using non-toxic 

products and properly disposing hazards such as medicines, 

pet waste and kitchen grease.

Alliance for the Great Lakes
greatlakes.org  •  (312) 939-0838

(Beach Clean Ups, Water Conservation)

The Chicago Center for Green 
Technology 
chicagogreentech.org  •  (312) 746-9642

(Rain Gardens, Water Conservation)

Chicago Conservation Corps
chicagoconservationcorps.org

(773) 755-5177

(Backyard Ambassador)

Chicago Wilderness
chicagowilderness.org  •  (312) 580-2135

(Rain Gardens)

Chicago Park District 
chicagoparkdistrict.com  • (312) 742-PLAY

(Park Clean Ups)

Environment Illinois
environmentillinois.org  •  (312) 544-4430 

Friends of the Chicago River
chicagoriver.org  •  (312) 939-0490

(Gullywalker)

Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency
epa.state.il.us  •  (217) 782-3397


