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CONFERENCE: PATHS TO SUCCESS 
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WILDERNESS RESORT, WISCONSIN DELLS 



 

CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Tuesday, April 21 
8:00 – 8:30am Registration 

8:30 – 9:00am Welcome and Opening Remarks                
Wendy Henderson 

9:00am – 10:30 Opening Keynote 
Ivan Juzang 

10:30 – 10:45 Break 

10:45am – 12:00pm Learning Circles 

12:00 – 1:00pm Lunch 

1:00 – 2:30pm Workshops 

  Communication 

&  Community 

Mobilization 

Strategies that 

Develop    

Trusting      

Relationships 

with          

Transitioning  

Foster Youth 

Ivan Juzang 

Adolescent Brain  

Development 
Ed Hubbard 

Combating the 

Schools to Prison 

Pipeline 
Jeff Spitzer-Resnick 

Housing First = 

Youth First 
Tim Baack & Julie 

Bock 

Moving Youth 

toward  

Self-Sufficiency 

Mark Kroner 

Youth taking 

Charge of 

their Futures 
Reggie 

Moore 

2:30 – 2:45pm Break 

2:45 – 4:15pm Workshops 

  Establishing  

Win-Win-Win 

Collaborations 

with Foster 

Care and     

Juvenile Justice 

Systems 

Henry Lustig 

Opening Doors 

to College 
Foster Youth to 

College         

Advisory Group  

Helping All     

Students Complete 

High School    

College and     

Career Ready 
Beth Lewis 

Housing First: 

PATHS Pilots 
Adam Smith,  

Jenna Singer, 

Bernadette 

Mueller, &  

Christma 

Hochkammer 

Transitioning 

Youth with 

Mental Health 

Issues 
Mark Kroner 

Engaging 

Youth 
Reggie 

Moore 

  

Wednesday, April 22 

8:00 – 8:45am Breakfast 

8:45 – 10:15am Workshops Challenges 

Foster  

Children 

Face in  

Public 

Schools 

Dr. John 

DeGarmo 
  

  Program     

Evaluation for 

the Real World 
Kristi Slack 

Youth with  

Disabilities 

& Work 
Jennifer 

Kemp 

Engaging and  

Connecting 

‘Opportunity 

Youth’ Groups in 

Today’s Skilled  

Workforce 
Matt Valiquette 

Homeless and 

Alone: Make 

Room for Youth 
Tyler Schueffner 

and Amy Noble 

Transitioning Youth 

with Mental Health 

Issues 
Mark Kroner 

10:15 – 10:30am Break 

10:30am – 12:00pm Workshops 

  United Way 

Teen  

Pregnancy   

Prevention  

Collaborative 
Nicole 

Angresano 

Education 

Portal for 

Social    

Workers  

Jared 

Knowles 

Connect. Build.  

Succeed.  

Turning your 

Business  

Partners into 

Organization 

Stakeholders 
Lindsey Finklang 

Communities 

Coming  

Together to 

End LGBT 

Youth  

Homelessness 
Jama Shelton 

Youth Panel  

Youth Advisory Council 

Members (Moderated by 

Chris Lenske) 

12:00 – 1:00pm Lunch 

1:00 – 2:30pm General Session: Using an Anti-Oppressive Framework to Create Inclusive Spaces for LGBT Youth 
Jama Shelton 

2:30 – 2:45pm Break 

2:45 – 4:15pm Closing Keynote: Living Proof: From Foster Care to the White House and NBA 
Lucas Boyce 



 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

 

 

Opening Keynote: Tuesday, April 21 

9:00—10:30am 

 

Communications and Outreach to a Digitally-Connected Generation: Countering Lack of Trust and Disrespect Using 

Trauma-Informed Approaches  

Ivan J. Juzang, Founder/President, Motivational Educational Entertainment (MEE) Productions Inc. 

 

Taking lessons learned from more than two decades of implementing research-based communication strategies in the 

hardest-to-reach communities, Mr. Juzang will discuss innovative approaches for engaging and educating low-income 

urban youth and young adults who have experienced sustained trauma, both inside and outside of the child welfare 

systems designed to protect them.  Mr. Juzang’s keynote will allow participants to understand the receiver’s worldview 

that needs to be reflected in persuasive messages promoting supportive services to foster youth as they and after they 

turn 18. 

 

This keynote will provide important context and motivate conference attendees to be more culturally aware, and in-

crease the effectiveness of their outreach to foster youth of color.  They will gain the background necessary to build 

trust with foster youth who are at transition age, but are still eligible for a variety of supportive services, helping them 

make informed choices about their lives moving forward.  They will also have a clearer understanding of social media 

consumption patterns, urban trauma and other social factors that influence and impact communications and informed 

decision-making. 

 
Wednesday, April 22 

1:00—2:30pm 

 

Using an Anti-Oppressive Framework to Create Inclusive Spaces for LGBT Youth  

Jama Shelton, Deputy Executive Director, True Colors Fund 

 

This interactive general session will present innovative approaches to meeting the needs of unstably housed lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth, and will provide a context for understanding why LGBT youth may fall 

through the cracks of our existing systems. Though they make up only 5-7% of the gender youth population, LGBT 

youth comprise up to 40% of youth experiencing homelessness. The majority of LGBT youth at risk of homelessness 

across the country access services from non-LGBT specific service providers, emphasizing the critical need for everyone 

to create inclusive and affirming environments for all young people. 

Closing Keynote: Wednesday, April 22 

2:45—4:15pm 

 

Living Proof:  From Foster Care to the White House and NBA  

Lucas Boyce, Director of Business Development and Legislative Affairs for the Orlando Magic 

 

Living Proof is a presentation that details Lucas’ journey to overcome significant obstacles to achieve three once-in-a-

lifetime goals. Personal history or external conditions outside of our control don’t have to determine our future trajec-

tory, success and/or fulfillment. While some may view past and present conditions as an eternal harness and cause for 

inaction or paralysis, Lucas shares why our obstacles and limitations become irrelevant when we understand our life 

purpose and are willing to reach for something more. It doesn’t matter at what station of life we find ourselves, we are 

built for something more. We are meant to succeed. Lucas is Living Proof of this and shares his view on what it takes to 

overcome, stand up, and stand out.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Foster Parent Online Training: Building the Path to                

Independence 

 Lindsay Wood, DCF, & Allison Olson, WCWPDS 

 This Learning Circle will provide an update regarding the 

newly released online foster parent training focusing on  

independent living, called Building the Path to                     

Independence. Participants will receive an overview of 

the training and related objectives.  

2. Targeted Foster Home Recruitment Strategies for Older 

Youth  

 Mike Heath and Tiffany Meredith, Coalition for       

Children, Youth, and Families 

 Finding foster and adoptive homes for older youth in 

out of home care is one of the toughest recruitment  

challenges.  Join us to hear about targeted recruitment 

strategies that you might implement in your community; 

as well as learn what others have tried.  

3. Supporting the New Federal Legislation through the 

Family Find and Engagement Process 

 Katie Sepnieski, DCF, & Frances Bass, DCF 

 The learning circle will focus on the new federal         

legislation increasing the requirements to search and   

engage relatives for youth in out-of-home care and how 

the Family Find and Engagement process can be used to 

meet those requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.Reuniting Separated Siblings within the Child Welfare 

System  

 Kate & Rob Bauer, Camp to Belong 

 Camp To Belong-Wisconsin connects and reunites siblings 

involved with the child welfare system. This includes   

separated siblings regardless of what their particular   

living arrangements are (i.e. biological home, kinship 

providers, foster homes, adoptive homes, living         

independently). Our mission is for separated siblings to 

build and maintain connections through a variety of  

programs. The main program is a summer camp at which 

children placed in out-of-home care can be with their 

biological siblings to build shared memories and        

connections. 

 In addition to building and maintaining connections  

between siblings our mission is to educate those who 

work with children in the child welfare system (i.e. social 

workers, Foster Care Coordinators, judges, Court      

Appointed Special Advocates, Guardians ad Litem, public 

defenders, legislators, administrators, foster parents,   

parents, relatives, children and youth, etc.) about the 

importance of the sibling connection. The main goal of 

this mission is to prevent siblings from being separated    

whenever possible.  

5.A Cohesive Vision for Older Youth – PATHS to Success  

  Wendy Henderson, DCF 

   The Office of Youth Services has been working to      

increase support for youth transitioning to adulthood.    

This learning circle will introduce our blueprint for    

serving adolescents and invite feedback and discussion 

about how to incorporate these principles into our    

programming. 

6.Education Guide for Foster Youth 

 Jonelle Brom, DCF 

   Each year, more than 7,000 children are cared for in 

Wisconsin’s foster care system and the data tell us that 

they are much more likely than their peers to experience 

significant educational challenges. This workshop will 

share strategies regarding how schools and child welfare 

systems can improve the educational outcomes for youth 

living in foster care. State efforts to support local       

collaboration will be shared.  

7.Foster Care to College, Making College Possible 

 Cabrini Jablon, St. Norbert College 

 Fostering Futuremakers is a joint collaboration with 

NWTC, UW-Green Bay, and St. Norbert College. We      

provide supportive educational opportunities for youth 

currently in foster care or those who have aged out of 

the foster care system. We strive to help them realize 

their potential and assist in making college a reality. 

Come learn about our various programs including our 

week long summer camp.  

 

Tuesday, April 21 

Learning Circles: 10:45am—Noon 

Sandstone 27 

Additional information 

regarding Learning Circles 

continued on the next page. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.Wisconsin Promise: Enrollment and Services  

 Ellie Hartman, DWD 

 Wisconsin Promise is a new federal demonstration grant 

from the Department of Education for youth ages 14, 15, 

and 16 years old receiving Supplemental Security Income 

(SSI).  All youth and families who  enroll will receive two 

$15 gift cards to Wal Mart, Pick n Save, or Target.  Half 

of the youth will continue to receive services as usual 

(the services they currently receive will not change).  The 

other half the youth who enroll will receive access to 

Wisconsin Promise Services and an electronic tablet (e.g., 

an iPad). Services include career exploration and      

planning, job development and placement, on the job 

supports, Work Incentives Benefits Counseling (how one 

can work and increase their overall income and continue 

access to needed health insurance), financial training and 

coaching, social skills training, and self- and family-

advocacy training. Wisconsin Promise Services are     

provided through the Division of Vocational             

Rehabilitation (DVR) to both the youth and their family 

members to help achieve their employment and        

education goals.  Under this grant, schools, mental 

health programs, long term care programs, vocational 

rehabilitation programs and child welfare programs are 

all working together to support youth and families. 

More information about Wisconsin Promise is available 

at http://promisewi.com/.  

9.Identity Theft 

Yolanda Shelton-Morris, DCF 

Additional information regarding this presentation will      

be added once received from the presenter. 

10.Sex Education for Foster Parents 

Meghan Benson, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, Inc. 

Additional information regarding this presentation will 

be added once received from the presenter. 

11.Supervised Independent Living 

Chris Lenske, DCF 

Additional information regarding this presentation will  

be added once received from the presenter. 

12.Permanency Issues for Older Youth 

Christie Guertin, CSSW 

Additional information regarding this presentation will   

be added once received from the presenter. 

13.Post-Secondary Education 

Mary Kennedy, DCF 

Additional information regarding this presentation will 

be added once received from the presenter. 

Tuesday, April 21 

Learning Circles: 10:45am—Noon 

Sandstone 27 

http://promisewi.com/


 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Community Mobilization Strategies 

that Develop Trusting Relationships with Transitioning  

Foster Youth 

Ivan Juzang, Motivational Educational Entertainment   

Productions Inc. 

This workshop will provide important context and        

motivate conference attendees to be more culturally 

aware, and increase the effectiveness of their outreach to 

foster youth of color.  The workshop will help foster care 

professionals; child welfare providers, community-based 

organizations, youth service providers and school-based 

personnel, among others, develop effective messages to 

engage young adults (18-21) about how they can          

successfully transition into fulfilling, independent lives,   

using services such as offered state and federal funding. 

 

Through this workshop, participants will improve their 

ability to understand and engage in dialogue with         

transitioning foster youth.  They will gain the background 

necessary to build trust with foster youth who are at     

transition age, but are still eligible for a variety of         

supportive services, helping them make informed choices 

about their lives moving forward.  They will also have a 

clearer understanding of social media consumption       

patterns, urban trauma and other social factors that      

influence and impact communications and informed     

decision-making. 

 

Adolescent Brain Development 

Dr. Ed Hubbard, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

Combating the Schools to Prison Pipeline  

Jeff Spitzer-Resnick, System Change Consulting 

This workshop will describe the nature of the Schools to 

Prison Pipeline, provide the data which demonstrates its 

disproportional and devastating impact on children of  

color and children with disabilities, and present various 

methods for combating it.  

 

Housing First = Youth First  

Tim Baack & Julie Bock, Pathfinders Milwaukee, Inc. 

This workshop will explore the many challenges and    

opportunities that a “Housing First” approach presents 

when providing supportive housing to young adults.  How 

programs can incorporate an inclusive and welcoming  

environment for highly marginalized youth, particularly 

LGBTQ, will also be explored.  After nearly 5 years of  

operations, the Pathfinders Q-BLOK supportive housing 

program will be presented as a model that can be adapted 

and utilized in communities across the State.   

 

Moving Youth Toward Self-Sufficiency 

Mark Kroner, Independent Trainer & Consultant 

It takes a system to assist vulnerable youth in transition to 

adulthood. This workshop will give a national perspective 

on the key programming elements needed to make this 

system work for youth.  Topics include building a housing 

continuum, creating ongoing life skills training,             

case-management strategies and blending federal, state, 

county, city and private funding to sustain the system. Case 

examples from the presenter's 30 years in the field will be 

given to show new strategies to assist even the most     

challenging youth. 

 

Youth Taking Charge of their Futures 

Reggie Moore, Center for Youth Engagement 

Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Establishing Win-Win-Win Collaborations with Foster Care 

and Juvenile Justice Systems 

Henry Lustig, Ohio Department of Health 

This workshop will explore the idea of who should pursue 

collaborations and how can they be pursued in a way that 

benefits all participants. The workshop will focus on     

collaborations between foster care and juvenile justice   

systems. 

 

Opening Doors to College for Foster Youth 

Foster Youth to College Advisory Group: Carolyn        

Parkinson, DPI; Kate Sopha, Madison Area Technical    

College; Brooke Hobbs, DCF and Foster Care Alumni; 

Denny Roark; University of Wisconsin System; Mark     

Navarro; Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges 

and Universities; Tom Heffron, Wisconsin Technical     

College System; Mary Kennedy, BMCW; and Taneisha 

West, Foster Care Alumni.  

This workshop will help participants understand the      

educational challenges and barriers that foster youth     

experience in high school and beyond and why special 

attention to this population is needed. Participants will 

learn how to identify these youth in the school setting, 

collaborate with local child welfare agencies and connect 

youth to appropriate resources to complete school and 

pursue postsecondary education. The panel includes     

former foster youth who will share their personal stories 

and educational experiences.  

 

Helping All Students Complete High School College and 

Career Ready  

Beth Lewis, DPI 

The first step to a successful future is for all students to 

complete high school.  This section will focus on helping all 

young people complete high school college and career 

ready.  Special focus on services available in each school 

district to help students be on track to graduate.  What to 

request if students are credit deficient and how to access 

college level courses while in high school. 

Tuesday, April 21 

Workshops: 1:00—2:30pm 

Tuesday, April 21 

Workshops: 2:45—4:15pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing First: PATHS Pilots  

Adam Smith, Institute for Community Alliances; Jenna 

Singer, Rock County; Bernadette Mueller, LSS; and    

Christma    Hochkammer, Manitowoc County Youth    

Diversion Program 

The benefits of a safe and stable place to live are widely 

recognized.  A growing body of literature suggests that, in 

addition to meeting the basic human need for shelter, safe 

and stable housing can function as a “platform” to       

promote positive outcomes across a range of domains 

from education to employment to physical and mental 

health.  There is a substantial body of research to    

demonstrate the effectiveness of a Housing First            

philosophy when compared to ‘treatment first’ approaches 

for the chronically homeless. However, any and all    

homelessness interventions must take account of the fact 

that youth homelessness is distinct from adult            

homelessness, both in terms of its causes and consequences. 

Adam Smith, Wisconsin’s HMIS Director, will talk about 

the Housing First philosophy, what it is and what it isn’t, 

and will explain the evidence behind its effectiveness. In 

addition, representatives from the PATHS Pilots in Rock 

County and the Lakeshore Consortium will discuss their 

experiences in implementing a Housing First approach with 

the youth and young adults that they serve.   

 

Transitioning Youth with Mental Health Issues 

Mark Kroner, Independent Trainer & Consultant 

Youth with mental health challenges need focused,       

intensive help during the transition to adulthood years. 

This workshop will give case examples of how child     

welfare, mental health, juvenile justice and private       

provider systems can work together to move toward     

creating a comprehensive system of care that includes 

housing, case-management, evidence based practices and 

youth involvement. 

*Workshop will be repeated on Wednesday during the 

8:45—10:15am session.* 

 

Engaging Youth 

Reggie Moore, Center for Youth Engagement 

Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Evaluation for the Real World  

Kristi Slack, University of Wisconsin School of Social Work  

This presentation will provide an overview of the basic 

tenants of program evaluation, and practical suggestions 

for implementing manageable evaluation strategies in 

agency settings.  Issues covered include identifying an    

appropriate sample, including a comparison group;    

measurement and data collection methods; and types of 

evaluations and analysis strategies. Real life case examples 

of will be presented and discussed.  

 

Youth with Disabilities and Employment 

Jennifer Kemp 
Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

Engaging & Connecting ‘Opportunity Youth’ Groups in 

Today’s Skilled Workforce  

Matt Valiquette, Bay Area Workforce Development Board 

Connecting at-risk youth to high-demand occupations 

through developing career pathways has never been more 

possible or feasible from a theoretical perspective;       

however, in practical application remains an elusive goal 

plagued by systemic as well as self-induced barriers to    

education and employment.  Workforce development 

strategies effectively applied historically to dislocated 

worker and adult populations must be adapted and      

tailored to the unique needs and characteristics of the    

Millennial Generation, particularly those young people 

classified as “Opportunity Youth” – at-risk, or ‘barriered’  

youth who remain pejoratively disconnected from today’s 

modern skilled workforce.  

 

Homeless and Alone: Make Room For Youth  

Tyler Schueffner, Briarpatch, and Amy Noble, Madison 

Metropolitan School District 

Presenters will share a 13-minute film about youth     

homelessness, and facilitate a discussion about the current 

state of youth homelessness in Wisconsin. 

 

Transitioning Youth with Mental Health Issues 

Mark Kroner, Independent Trainer & Consultant 

Youth with mental health challenges need focused,       

intensive help during the transition to adulthood years. 

This workshop will give case examples of how child     

welfare, mental health, juvenile justice and private       

provider systems can work together to move toward     

creating a comprehensive system of care that includes 

housing, case-management, evidence based practices and 

youth involvement. 

 

Tuesday, April 21 

Workshops: 2:45—4:15pm 

Wednesday, April 22 

Workshops: 8:45—10:15am 



Wednesday, April 22 

Workshop: 8:45am—Noon 

Wednesday, April 22 

Workshops: 10:30am—Noon  

 

 

 

 

 

Challenges Foster Children Face in Public Schools  

Dr. John DeGarmo, Foster Parent and  Foster Care Expert 

This session focuses on the many challenges that foster    

children face while enrolled in school.  During this    

presentation, foster parents will come to better understand 

the unique challenges and emotional trauma that foster 

children experience each day while in school, and how it 

affects all involved; teachers, foster parents, foster children, 

and the community.  Foster parents will be equipped with 

strategies designed help them better address these        

challenges, thus helping them to be stronger advocates for 

the child.  

 

 

 

 

 

United Way Teen Pregnancy Prevention Collaborative 

Nicole Angresano, United Way 

Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

Education Portal for Social Workers  

Jared Knowles, DPI 

This presentation is to show social workers the educational 

information portal DPI and DCF are collaborating on    

creating to provide a flow of information between school 

districts and child welfare agencies. The secure portal is 

being developed in Madison, WI with a goal of making it 

available to child welfare agencies across the state        

gradually over the next few years.  

 

Connect.  Build.  Succeed.—Turning your business partners 

into organization stakeholders. 

Lindsay Finklang, Goodwill Denver 

How do you turn your employer partners into           

stakeholders in your organization?  This workshop will 

explore strategies used in the Denver community to      

collaborate with key public and private stakeholders     

resulting in positive work transitions for youth.  This  

workshop reviews programs that have created a career-

centric job training and networking system that connects 

youth experiencing homelessness and other barriers      

directly with employers. Strategies include:  trauma       

informed care in the workplace, building ongoing         

interactions between stakeholders and youth, and        

continually connecting inter- and intra- organizational  

services.  Participants will take away tools to develop and 

improve their own stakeholder network. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communities Coming Together to End LGBT Youth           

Homelessness 

Jama Shelton, True Colors Fund 

Everyone has a role to play in ending LGBT youth     

homelessness! Whether you work in child welfare, juvenile 

justice, education, and if you are a librarian, a parent, a 

social service provider, or a business owner, you can make 

a difference in the lives of LGBT youth who are            

experiencing or at risk of experiencing homelessness. In this 

interactive session, participants will learn about innovative 

community approaches to preventing and ending LGBT 

youth homelessness, including community collaborative 

projects in Miami, FL, Nashville, TN, and early lessons 

learned from the LGBTQ Youth Homelessness Prevention 

Initiative, led by the U.S. Department of Housing and   

Urban Development (HUD), with partners from the     

Federal Department of Education, Juvenile Justice and  

Delinquency Prevention, Health and Human Services, and 

private partner the True Colors Fund. 

 

Youth Panel 

Youth Advisory Council Members; Facilitated by Chris 

Lenske, DCF 

Additional information regarding this presentation will be   

added once received from the presenter. 

 

 



Registration is now open in PDS Online (https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/

pdsonline/default.aspx), and will be open until April 6.   

 

Registration will be capped at 300 participants. There is no registration fee 

for the conference! 

 

A room block is held at the Glacier Canyon Lodge under the WCWPDS 

Youth Services Conference (#437619).  Rooms will be held until March 21, 

2015.  To make room reservations, please call 1-800-867-9453. When 

checking in for the conference, be sure to check in at the Glacier Canyon 

Lodge Desk. 

 

 

Questions about registration? Contact WCWPDS Office Manager at                         

office@wcwpds.wisc.edu. 

Questions about the conference? Contact Amy Smith at aesmith9@wisc.edu or                              

Allison Olson at allisonolson@wisc.edu.   

https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/default.aspx
https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/default.aspx

