ROCKVILLE CITY ELECTION 2015

2015

Rockville’s Form of Government

Rockville operates under a council-manager form of government. The fivemember Mayor and Council is responsible for establishing policy, passing local laws
and developing a vision for the city. Rockville’s city manager oversees the daily
operations of the city government and implements the policies established by the
Mayor and Council. The Mayor and Council make decisions that are important to
your everyday life in Rockville, such as:
• Property taxes and fees.
• Upkeep of city parks, playgrounds and facilities.
• City services such as recycling and refuse collection and road repairs.
• Neighborhood safety.
• Growth and development.

Rockville is cordially invited to attend
the inaugural ceremony for your

Newly Elected
Mayor and Council
on Sunday, Nov. 15 at 1 p.m.
F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
603 Edmonston Drive

Election

VOTER GUIDE

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 3
Rockville will elect a mayor and four councilmembers on Tuesday, Nov. 3. Sample
ballots will be mailed to all registered voters in mid-October. The four candidates
receiving the most votes will be elected to the council.

LEARN MORE ON ROCKVILLE 11:
YOUR ELECTION HEADQUARTERS
View candidate statements on
www.youtube.com/cityofrockville

KNOW YOUR VOTING DISTRICT FOR 2015 ELECTION

Rockville is divided into 10 voting districts. Polls are open 7 a.m.-8 p.m. on Election Day.
District 1 – Elwood Smith Recreation Center, 601 Harrington Road (at Mercer Road)
District 2 – Rockville Swim and Fitness Center, 355 Martins Lane
District 3 – Lincoln Park Community Center, 357 Frederick Avenue
District 4 – F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre Social Hall, 603 Edmonston Drive
District 5 – Twinbrook Community Recreation Center, 12920 Twinbrook Parkway
District 6 – Montrose Community Center, 451 Congressional Lane
District 7 – NEW LOCATION: Latvian Lutheran Church, 400 Hurley Ave.
District 8 – Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove Drive
District 9 – Rockville Senior Center, 1150 Carnation Drive
District 10 – King Farm Community Center, 300 Saddle Ridge Circle
Same Day Voter Registration: Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave.

• New terms: The Mayor and Council elected this year will serve four-year terms
for the first time in city history.
• Early voting: Voters will be able to vote early for the first time, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 24-25 at City Hall. Same-day registration allows eligible
individuals to register and vote on early voting days or on Election Day.
• New voting location: District 7 voters, who previously voted at Ritchie Park
Elementary School, will cast their ballots at a new location, the Latvian Lutheran
Church at 400 Hurley Ave.
• New voting machines: Voters will use pens to mark paper ballots that will be
scanned and counted by the machines.

Register to Vote

The deadline for eligible residents to register to vote in the election is Friday, Oct.
2. Eligible residents who miss the registration deadline may still register and vote on
early voting days (Oct. 24-25) and Election Day (Nov. 3) at Rockville City Hall only.
Get a registration application and answers to other questions about voter registration at www.rockvillemd.gov/election.

Voter Eligibility

Residents who live within Rockville’s corporate limits and are registered to vote
may vote in the city election. Any resident who meets the following requirements may
register to vote:
• Is a United States citizen.
• Is at least 16 years old. (You may register to vote at 16 but cannot vote until you are
at least 18 years of age by the next general or special election.)
• Is not under guardianship for mental disability or, if under guardianship for mental disability, has not been found by a court to be unable to communicate a desire to vote.
• Has not been convicted of a felony, or if convicted of a felony, has completed serving
a court-ordered sentence of imprisonment, including any term of parole or probation
for the conviction.

Vote

• Early voting will be held from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 24-25 at
City Hall.
• Register and vote on the same day. Missed the registration deadline? Bring a
valid photo ID and proof of residency to City Hall, on early voting days (Oct. 24-25)
or Election Day (Nov. 3), to register and vote. Polls are open 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
• Vote on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3 from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. by finding your voting
location on the map on page 4 of this guide or entering your address in the interactive map at www.rockvillemd.gov/election. Note: The District 7 voting location has
moved from Ritchie Park Elementary School to a new site, the Latvian Lutheran
Church at 400 Hurley Ave. Find details below about curbside voting and rides to
voting locations.
• Absentee ballot applications, for voters who cannot make it to a voting location,
are available in English or Spanish at City Hall and at www.rockvillemd.gov/election. The
last day the city will mail absentee ballots is Monday, Oct. 26. After Oct. 26, absentee
ballots must be picked up at the City Clerk’s Office. Ballots must be dropped off or
received by mail at the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave., Rockville,
MD 20850 no later than 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Accessible Voting

The City of Rockville strives to make voting accessible to all eligible voters.
• Rides to voting locations on Election Day are available for seniors and people with
disabilities by calling 240-314-8810 by 5 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 30.
• Curbside voting, allowing voters to drive to their voting location and vote from their
car, is available on Election Day by calling 240-314-8810 by 5 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 30.

NEW
LOCATION
FOR DISTRICT 7:
Latvian Lutheran
Church,
400 Hurley Ave.

Early Voting: Oct. 24-25
at City Hall

CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR

Important Changes: NEW This Election

SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE

2015 City of Rockville Voting Districts

Rockville

Vote: Tuesday, Nov. 3

Don’t Miss These Important Dates
Oct. 2
Oct. 24-25
Oct. 27
Nov. 3
Nov. 3
Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 15
Nov. 16

Last day to register to vote; absentee ballots available
Early voting and same-day registration at City Hall. Polls open 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Last day for city to mail absentee ballots to voters
Election Day. Polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Absentee ballots must be received by 8 p.m. Postmarks do not count.
Unofficial results are announced.
Last day to certify election results.
Inauguration of the new Mayor and Council, F. Scott Fitzgerald
Theatre at Rockville Civic Center Park, 603 Edmonston Drive.
First official meeting of the new Mayor and Council.

Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Ave. • www.rockvillemd.gov/election

Bridget Donnell Newton

Sima Osdoby

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Mayor.
I’m proud of the successes we’ve
had and am asking for your vote to continue the work of leading our great City.
This is a critical time in Rockville.
In June, I voted against weakening the APFS as it was our only tool to
manage growth and protect our schools
and neighborhoods. I’ll work to see
that we put teeth in our zoning ordinance so new development enhances
and protects our community, and supports Rockville’s vision.
I’ll continue to push for accountability in our budget and procurement
processes saving taxpayer dollars and
restoring public confidence in city government.
All children deserve a quality education in a safe, modern facility and I’ll
continue working with the County
Council/State/MCPS to increase school
construction funding so RMES, and renovations to Twinbrook, Maryvale/Carl
Sandberg remain funded in the County
CIP.
I’ve represented Rockville’s needs
throughout the County and State, helping to restore HUR funding, getting
monies for ADA renovations at F. Scott
Fitzgerald Theatre and an MOU with
Montgomery County that gives duplicate tax dollars to the City.
I’ve worked to get a hotel, new
restaurants and shops open in Town
Center.
I will continue whatever efforts
necessary to create a vibrant future for
the King Farm Farmstead, adopt a viable
and forward-thinking plan for Rockville
Pike, and work with the County on future plans for our business district. And
like always, I will be available when you
need me, just call!

Rockville is an outstanding place to
live, work, learn and play. It provides
excellent services that keep our diverse
neighborhoods vibrant. I am running to
be your Mayor because Rockville faces
a crossroads. While change is taking
place all around us and within the city,
key decisions needed to move forward
into the 21st century have not been
made.
This year we start four-year terms
instead of two so we cannot afford
continued stalemate. The Mayor and
Council must lead by representing the
entire city, by acting to manage the effects of the change and embracing opportunities that revitalize the city and
enhance the qualities we most value.
Doing nothing has its costs.
Our Town Center is floundering;
too many stores are empty. Rockville
Pike, long our economic engine, is losing
businesses and jobs and, with them, the
commercial tax base that helps pay for
the excellent services residents count
on. Pike revitalization is hampered by
a 26-year old plan while its update is
stalled by 8 years of indecision.
As your Mayor, I will bring proven
leadership with the depth of experience to build consensus, make complex
decisions - and get them implemented.
To learn more about my 35 years of
community service modernizing election laws; protecting neighborhoods;
and preserving our heritage through
leadership in Peerless Rockville, check
my website. Please elect me and all
of Team Rockville to fix Town Center,
pass a new plan to revitalize the Pike,
and work to preserve our neighborhoods and excellent services.
www.simaworksforrockville.org
info@simaworksforrockville.org
301-279-9306

www.bridget4mayor.com
bridget4mayor@gmail.com
301-762-9388

IN THIS GUIDE: Read council candidate statements • Find your
polling place • Inauguration set for Nov. 15 • Televised candidate debates
schedule • Get connected to stay informed

ELECTION 2015 – ROCKVILLE’S CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES

Rockville 11 Election
Programming and
Debate Coverage
Meet the Candidates
Watch as each candidate describes
their platform and why they want
your vote. Airtimes: Sun., Mon.,
Wed. and Fri.: 7 & 11 a.m., 5 & 11
p.m.; Tues., Thurs. and Sat.: 7 &
11 a.m., 3, 5, 9 & 11 p.m.

Beryl L. Feinberg

Richard Gottfried

David Hill

As my first term in office
ends, I recognize what an honor
it has been to serve the people of
Rockville. I am proud of my accomplishments, see opportunities
ahead, and am seeking re election.
As your Councilmember, I
never lost sight of my promise
to preserve Rockville’s character
while embracing Rockville’s future,
and thus was able to fulfill pledges
made during the last election.
• Preserve neighborhoods:
Opposed aligning our City’s Adequate Public Facility Standards
with less stringent County
standards, which have been unable to prevent increased school
overcrowding; advocated for
school zone safety by prohibiting self-storage facilities within
250 feet of a school boundary;
opposed the Animal Control
Ordinance permitting chickens
due to the absence of a requirement to seek abutting neighbors’ permission.
• Fiscal transparency and
prudence: Only elected official to propose an owner-occupied residential tax credit and
a way to fund it; championed
overhaul of City’s procurement
policies, reporting of vacancies
and procurement spending for
more accountability, and initiated an informal Minority, Female,
Disabled Procurement Program.
• Listen to the concerns and
recommendations of all
stakeholders: Brokered a
developer compromise in Town
Center while balancing the need
for accessible parking; initiated
a study to address service needs
of Rockville’s seniors.
I pledge to remain an independent leader and advocate for
neighborhoods, while fostering
business partnerships; propose
budget tax credits and fiscal reforms; engage our diverse populations; ensure the continuation of
Rockville’s superb services; seek
incentives for small businesses;
and, work collegially with all elected officials and staff.

Richard will not accept campaign contributions from big developers who are only interested
in making money at the expense
of our community. He is committed to serving the residents and
families of Rockville. Recently, our
City Council reversed their own
vote, while no one was looking,
sacrificing our children’s education
so developers could make more
money. His first action after winning your vote will be to reverse
this tragic decision. Richard will
put the people and families of our
neighborhoods first.
Richard has been serving our
community for many years. He
worked to keep the city from
increasing the refuse and recycling
fee, saving the city taxpayers 5
million dollars. He is advocating
with many residents in the Twinbrook neighborhood and several
Montgomery County council
members to stop the County
from building the Children’s Resource Center on Broome Middle
School and saving the taxpayers
over 14 million dollars.
Richard is President of the
Twinbrook Citizens Association
and is serving his second term.
He works with his neighborhood
association and other neighborhood associations and groups to
keep our city a place we can be
proud to live in and raise our families.
Rockville is at a crossroads,
the residents have a real decision
this election year. Will we allow
our town to become an over developed, increasing our traffic, increasing taxes, and overcrowding
our schools, hurting our children
and families? Or will we protect
our neighborhoods, reducing
school overcrowding, working for
rightsized growth? Richard Gottfried is you neighborhood candidate.

Experience and Leadership
Twenty years of volunteer
public service in the City of Rockville
• Five-time chairman of the Planning Commission and Board of
Appeals
• Member last Zoning Ordinance
Review committee
• Co-Chair of City’s 2002 Charter Review Commission
• Civic Association President
Only candidate with extensive
City land-use expertise
More than two decades of
community service and leadership
in Rockville

www.berylfeinberg.com
beryl@berylfeinberg.com

www.votegottfried.com
richgott3@verizon.net
301-762-5182

Brigitta Mullican

Rockville has been my home
almost all of my life. From being a
student at Richard Montgomery,
Montgomery College, and later
UMD, to my 36 years as a Federal
government budget officer, Rockville has been my home.
I have served on the Rockville Planning Commission for
seven years, and the Board of
Supervisors of Elections for four. I
worked on the 2002 Comprehensive Master Plan, which brought
us the King Farm, Fallsgrove, and
Town Center developments, picking up valuable insights on how
to balance the needs of a growing
city along the way.
I also helped found the RockWhy vote for me?
ville Sister City Corporation,
Service on the City Council
is giving-back to my community. I which I have also led as president.
In this capacity, I worked with
am honored to have served you
city staff and a 15-member board,
already, for nearly twenty years,
giving me practical experience in
in a variety of important, legally
getting things done for Rockville.
responsible appointed positions
If elected, my number one
at City Hall. I care deeply about
priority
will be providing the comRockville. I know the stakeholdpetent financial stewardship that
ers – and the stakes -- and how
to work to achieve what’s best for hardworking Rockville taxpayers
deserve. Having developed and
Rockville. My municipal experimonitored countless budgets
ence is deeper than any other
throughout my career, I have the
candidate’s. I need no learning
practical experience necessary
curve to serve well on the City
to be an effective “watchdog” for
Council. I know how to listen
wasteful city spending.
to citizens and to balance repThroughout this campaign,
resentation and judgment. I am
as I go door-to-door introducthe most experienced candidate
ing myself to voters, I have made
on land use, zoning, and planning
it a point not only to outline my
issues, consistently working to
protect and improve the City. The vision for Rockville, but to hear
theirs as well. As a member of the
City Council desperately needs
Rockville City Council, I will not
this kind of experience.
I am running because I can do lose sight of the fact that my principal duty is to serve the people,
this job well, and I want to lead
not myself. At the end of the day,
our City in making better, morethis is a campaign for Rockville’s
informed decisions. Please favor
future, not for my own.
me with your vote, so that I can
represent you in an even more
www.mullican4council.com
meaningful way.
mullican4council@gmail.com
For more information, visit
301-230-0890
my website: www.Hill4Rockville.org, including service detail,
examples of City work, discussion
of current issues, and endorsements.

Virginia D. Onley

Julie Palakovich Carr

Mark Pierzchala

Clark Reed

Patrick Schoof

For the 22 years I’ve lived in
Rockville, I’ve had a growing passion to serve our City. Serving
on 9 city boards and commissions
and currently as the president of
the Americana Centre’s Homeowners Board, the Parish Council
of St Mary’s Catholic Church, and
as a Councilmember on the Rockville Mayor and Council. I also
worked at IBM for 35 years, so I
understand sensible business practices. With my broad experience
in the community and in business,
I ask that you re-elect me to City
Council on November 3.
I COMMIT to you that I will
continue to:
• Ensure our Adequate Public
Facility Ordinance will maintain
and renew our City so that
young families with children,
teachers, fire fighters, police officers and senior citizens like me
can afford to live here.
• Work with neighborhood residents to protect the character
of our neighborhoods.
• Champion services for seniors
to protect their quality of life
• Development will continue
throughout the region; decide
together how we want to manage our growth and protect
Rockville’s hometown atmosphere
I believe all of Rockville’s
citizens are entitled to equal consideration in the decisions that
affect our neighborhoods. I will
continue to bring my “swing vote”
decision-making to the council
and bring objectivity and fairness
in my decision-making.
I’m running with Team Rockville 2015. We will not always
agree on everything, but we’ll protect Rockville’s past and bring a
vision for Rockville’s future to our
City.
Re-elect me to the Rockville
City Council.

It has been an honor to serve
as your Councilmember for the
past two years.
I have worked to keep our
neighborhoods vibrant, safe, and
affordable. I pushed for Rockville
to be safer for pedestrians and
bicyclists. A new water conservation program I initiated is helping
low-income and elderly residents
save money. The animal control
ordinance I authored will make
Rockville more humane for pets.
My reforms to city travel policies
will safeguard taxpayer resources.
But my work is not finished.
Rockville should be a community where no pedestrian or bicyclist loses their life or jeopardizes
their safety. We should design
our roadways to be safer for everyone.
We can better protect the
environment by enabling residents
to compost food waste and giving
a discount to people who generate less trash.
We need to continue to provide superb services for our residents and invest in the city’s aging
infrastructure.
The City also needs to address a looming problem. Town
Center is floundering. We need
to work with local businesses,
commercial property owners,
residents, and other stakeholders
to prevent Rockville’s downtown
from failing yet again.
I bring a wealth of experience
to tackle these issues. Before
serving on the Council, I chaired a
task force on development policy,
was vice-chair of the City Services
and Budget Working Group, led
the Watersheds Committee, and
served on the Environment Commission.
I hope I can count on your
vote. Please support all the members of Team Rockville to keep
Rockville a thriving place.

On the City Council from
2009 to 2013, Mark Pierzchala
saved money and provided for
Rockville’s future.
Saved money: Mark provided the crucial vote to bring
Choice Hotels to Rockville Town
Center. This led directly to a
long-awaited Town Center hotel
and a great reduction of our taxpayer parking-garage subsidy. It
brought essential commercial activity to our Town Center. Mark
wrote the resolution to privatize
RedGate Golf Course—another
large reduction of a taxpayer subsidy.
Rockville’s future: Mark
voted for a much-needed police
station, our Senior Center expansion, and the critical Gude Drive
maintenance facility that keeps the
trucks on the road during blizzards. The savings more than paid
for all these needed investments.
Mark is the only 2015 candidate
who voted this way.
Mark Pierzchala and
Team Rockville share a vision
to keep Rockville a great hometown and preserve our valued
neighborhoods. They will work
effectively together for our City.
Mark will work to save our
threatened Town Center and finish the Rockville Pike Plan. Mark
will bring jobs and reasonably
priced housing so our children
can afford to work and live here
as young adults. That is a hallmark
of a hometown!
Mark says: “We have to adjust to 21st - century realities and
stop fighting last century’s battles.
Increased school funding
depends on a robust commercial tax base. We have to
work better with the private sector to maintain our quality of life
and provide more classrooms, all
while keeping our residential tax
rates down.”

My wife and I chose to make
Rockville our home because
our city is one of the best places
to live and raise a family. I am
dedicated to preserving our great
neighborhoods, excellent services,
and programs for all ages.
I began my service to the city
four years ago when the mayor
appointed me to the Environment
Commission. I currently chair the
body, having been elected three
times since 2012.
Rockville has a strong reputation for livable neighborhoods and
engaged residents. I supported
these goals as an Environment
Commissioner by founding the
Rockville Solar Co-op. Over 250
families joined to purchase rooftop solar systems at a discount,
produce clean power, and add
value to their homes. As a council
member, I will launch similar initiatives to benefit city residents and
protect our environment.
Fiscal responsibility has been
a hallmark of past Councils and
I will continue to deliver on that
tradition by seeking ways to deliver city services at least cost. I
will lower city-operating costs and
make our tax dollars go farther
by cutting energy waste in cityowned buildings. Cost-effective
energy investments will save the
city millions of dollars over time.
My 18-year career as a senior
manager in the federal government has prepared me to serve
on the City Council. I am collaborative by nature and data
driven by profession. I will use my
experience in strategic planning,
budgeting, and project management to ensure that you continue
to receive the high quality city
services you expect.

Rockville is a vibrant, livable
city. We have excellent services,
attractive parks, and active residents. We are hailed as one of the
“Best Places to Live”, “Best Cities
for Families”, and “Best Places
to Retire.” The reason we live,
raise families, and retire here, is
because of who we are, our community character.
My family started in King
Farm 12 years ago. Three years
later we bought a house in East
Rockville, a few blocks from the
public elementary school my
daughters now attend. I am a
proud resident who wants to preserve what brought us here, and
what we treasure about Rockville.
This begins by knowing where
we are going and what we will not
compromise to get there. My vision is… smarter development,
strong neighborhoods, healthy
schools, thriving small businesses,
affordable housing, and better
governance. This requires leadership, direction, and integrity. It
requires fresh perspective and experience in getting the right things
done. It requires commitment,
first and foremost, to residents
and small businesses.
This is what I do. I provide
leadership to hundreds of organizations. I bring together people
with diverse perspectives and
approaches. I have developed
reliable solutions to complicated
challenges. My history of success
comes from participating honestly,
considering multiple options, and
ensuring initiatives get done, as
promised, every time.
If you give me a seat at the
table, I will give you all my energy,
ensure residents come first, and
commit to preserving our community character, which makes
Rockville the place we call home.

www.votevirginiaonley.org
virginiacares@votevirginiaonley.org
301-294-0259

www.Julie4Rockville.com
Julie@Julie4Rockville.com

VotePierzchala.org
Mark@VotePierzchala.org
301-461-4563

Clark4Rockville.com

Patrick@PatrickSchoof.com
www.PatrickSchoof.com
240-620-5526

Candidate Debate Airtimes:
Wednesday, Oct. 7 at 7 p.m.
• Live from Thomas Farm Community Center, 700 Fallsgrove
Drive, hosted by the Rockville
Chamber of Commerce
Thursday, Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.
• Live from the F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre, 603 Edmonston
Drive, hosted by the League of
Women Voters
Thursday, Oct. 29, 7 p.m.
• Recorded on Oct. 27 at the
King Farm Community Center,
300 Saddle Ridge Circle, hosted by the King Farm Citizens’
Assembly
Debates will replay in Oct.:
Sun., Mon., Wed. and Fri.: 9 a.m.
Tues., Thurs. and Sat.: 9 a.m., 1
p.m. and 7 p.m.
The Oct. 7 and 22 debates will stream live at www.
rockvillemd.gov/Rockville11. All
Rockville 11 election videos are
available at www.rockvillemd.
gov/youtube.

Election Results

Unofficial results will be
posted after the polls close on:
• www.rockvillemd.gov
• Rockville 11 (cable channel 11)
• Facebook: City of Rockville,
City Hall
• Twitter @Rockville411 and @
Rockville11
Official results will be announced no later than Nov. 10.

Stay Connected

Follow us on Twitter:
@Rockville411,
#RockElection15

View election coverage
on YouTube at
www.rockvillemd.gov/youtube

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
CityofRockville

www.Hill4Rockville.org

Find more information on
Election 2015 at
www.rockvillemd.gov/election

