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Dear Enid Community Leader,

We would like to personally invite you as a leader in Northwest Oklahoma to participate in growing our next generation of business owners and entrepreneurs.  

Enid, Oklahoma is known for its entrepreneurial spirit.  Most of the major employers in Enid began as small businesses started by local citizens that have grown into multi-million dollar companies.  Some great examples include Ward Petroleum, Continental Resources, AdvancePierre Foods, Central Machine and Tool, and Dillingham Insurance.  Enid’s goal moving forward is to make sure we inspire and equip the next generation of business owners and do it in among a seamless network of local service providers.  

Enid is also known for partnerships that stimulate growth and opportunities.  Four entities directly involved in entrepreneurship education programs which have a history of cooperating and complimenting one another’s efforts include:

· Enid Regional Development Alliance
· ERDA helps to sponsor, coordinate and market the entrepreneurship programs in Enid and can provide funding to help businesses get started.

· Northern Oklahoma College
· NOC inspires and equips their students to become entrepreneurs through their Business Management Associates Degree with an Entrepreneurship Option.

· Northwestern Oklahoma State University
· NWOSU inspires potential entrepreneurs in Enid by hosting their annual Entrepreneurship Seminar.  This two day event held in February every year includes a series of speakers who tell their story about starting a company.  Attendees also hear from service providers who can help an entrepreneur get started.  NWOSU also provides a 21 hour entrepreneurship minor option that augments the Business Administration bachelor’s degree.

· Autry Technology Center
· The Center for Business Development at Autry has several activities that are intended to equip entrepreneurs as they start their business in Enid.  They hold entrepreneurship camps for young students during the summer, host an entrepreneurship boot camp in the fall, organize an entrepreneurship night class in the spring, and facilitate a business plan competition for new businesses starting in the area.  They also manage the business  incubator in Enid which allows a location for new businesses to lower their initial expenses and receive daily support for their ideas.

These activities require funding in order to be successful.  Each one of the entities above have been generously supported by companies like yours in the past. It is the intent of this partnership to streamline the funding efforts so that your support will benefit the collective entrepreneur growth efforts without duplication. Your donation will be tax deductible, and, on the attached flier, you will see several other benefits provided to you as a contributor.  Please let us know if you have questions about the program or how it operates.  

Thank you again for your interest in Growing Enid,

Lew Ward
Enid Entrepreneurship Series Honorary Chairman
Ward Petroleum

Brent Kisling
Executive Director 
Enid Regional Development Alliance


Dr. Cheryl Evans
President
Northern Oklahoma College


Dr. Wayne McMillin
Dean
Enid Campus, Northwestern Oklahoma State University


Brian Gaddy
Director
James W Strate Business Development Center
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, religion, sex, and familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. Washington D.C. 20250-9410, or call 800-720-6382 (TDD).
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