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Reminder: The top LWV-TX priorities determined by you and agreed to by the LWV-TX board are 

Education, Voting Rights, Reproductive Choice/Women’s Health, and Water. 

Tuesday, March 12, is the last day for filing bills (with a few exceptions.) Thus you will see many more bills filed each day 

until then. Fortunately, committees have been assigned for both the Senate and the House 

and committee hearings have begun.  

  Daily hearings are being held by the Senate Finance Committee, and the House Ap-

propriations Committee is holding hearings as well. These hearings are essential for every 

issue we support, for if the issue is not funded, or if funding is taken away, we lose. We have 

presented two testimonies as I write this, one on SB 2 relating to prekindergarten (written 

by Marlene Lobberecht and presented by Barbara Frandsen.) You can see Barbara’s testi-

mony here: http://tlcsenate.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=30&clip_id=9058  Fast 

forward to 2:56:44. 

Grace Chimene presented testimony on Campus Carry and Open Carry. You can see her testimony here. She will also pre-

sent testimony on Medicaid before the House Appropriations Committee  and the Senate Finance Committee.  I introduced 

both Grace and Cinde to you in our first Legislative Newsletter.  You can already see how much they are doing! 

The rest of my time has been taken with preparations for Lobby Days—I hope you are planning to come—and you may 

register here.       Laura Blackburn, LWV-Texas Advocacy Vice President 
  

A “capitol” idea for keeping up with the latest news from Austin. 



 2

LWV-Texas Legislative Advocacy for the 84th Texas Legislature 
Listed below are those issues on which we have a position, along with the issue chair who is following them.  

GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT  
Constitutional Revision - Sandy Ashby, The Woodlands 
Support the revision of the State Constitution to make it a 
framework of basic law.  
Education:Public School Funding, Testing, and 
Accountability Janet Imhoff, McKinney Promote adequate 
state funding for public schools, and changes in the state’s 
accountability rating system to make it more fair and less 
punitive. 
Election Laws-Texas/Voting Rights Cinde Weatherby, 
Austin Support election laws that facilitate citizen participa-
tion and voter convenience as well as monitor all legislation 
relating to HAVA. 

Open Government –Linda Pavlik, Dallas Promote 
transparency and public partcipation in government. 
Political Campaign Process- Support fair campaign 
finance laws to promote equitable competition among 
candidates, protect citizens’ right to know, and combat 
corruption and undue influence.  
Public Policy on Reproductive Choice/Women’s 
Health Julie Lowenberg, Dallas Promote and protect 
women’s access to health care, including all aspects of 
reproductive health.  

AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  OOFF  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  
Capital Punishment – Susybelle Gosslee ,Dallas Promote 
a moratorium on the death penalty while an official study is 
conducted. Support the option of life sentence without 
parole in capital cases. 
Criminal Justice –Support a professional parole and 
probation staff and work to decrease their caseload. Provide 
a secure prison environment with maximum education 
opportunities. 
Drug Laws and Policies - Elaine Talarski, San Antonio 
Support treatment programs for drug abuse and addiction as 
an alternative to incarceration. 

Human Trafficking −−−− Meg Scott-Johnson, Kerrville Sup-
port legislation to prevent the exploitation of humans, hu-
man trafficking; to prosecute traffickers; to protect victims 
and survivors of human trafficking. 

Immigration −−−− Janet Monteros, El Paso Support state 
services for undocumented immigrants, especially in the 
areas of education and healthcare. Monitor any attempt to 
curb civil rights of immigrants. 
Juvenile Justice- Support and fund substance abuse 
treatment, mental health needs, and education for youth at 
risk and for those incarcerated. 

 

SSOOCCIIAALL  PPOOLLIICCYY//HHUUMMAANN  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  
Child Abuse and Neglect - Joyce Robinson, Sher-
man/Grayson County Support the development and 
implementation of adequate legislation, policies, services, 
and programs to protect children from abuse and neglect. 
Child Health – Grace Chimene, Austin Ensure that state 
budget cuts do not undermine children’s access to health 
care. Improve enrollment and retention for CHIP and 
Children’s Medicaid, and maintain effective delivery systems 
for both. Preserve Texas’ public health safety net. 
Early Childhood - Marlene Lobberecht, Houston Support 
early childhood education professional development. Expand 
access to high quality pre-kindergarten. Improve safe care 
for infants and toddlers.  
Health Care System for the Elderly–Lynda Ender, 
Dallas Support increased funding to provide adequate 
programs to serve the elderly 

Health Care for Those of Lesser Means – Lynda 
Ender, Dallas Provide basic health care services for those 
who are unable to pay. Basic services include emergency 
care, primary care, preventive care, care for catastrophic 
illness, nutrition, substance abuse treatment, and health 
education. 
Homeowner Associations – Lynn Walshak, Houston Ar-

ea 

Support laws relating to mandatory homeowner associa-

tions which would protect against unreasonable foreclosure 

on homesteads, assure priority of payments, assure secret 

ballots and protect against fraudulent elections, and assure 

that homeowners have access to meetings and records. 
Services for People with Behavioral Health Needs – 

Linda Camin, Dallas Maintain and increase funding for 

services to persons with serious mental illness, and include 

post-crisis and crisis prevention community care.  

NNAATTUURRAALL  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  
Air Quality & Climate Change - Laura Blackburn, 
Houston Area Support air quality and climate change 
legislation. 
Energy - Penny Miller, Wichita Falls Promote incentives for 
renewable and clean energy sources and energy 
conservation. Monitor the building of coal-fired plants and 
nuclear power plants. Promote energy policy to reduce 
global warming. 

Hazardous Waste – Susybelle Gosslee, Dallas Support 
safe transportation, handling, and disposal of radioactive 
materials. Support legislation promoting recycling efforts, in 
particular for electronic waste. 
Transportation - Edie Jones, Fort Worth Increase funding 
for public roads, mass transit, and light rail. 
Water - Mary Vogelson, Dallas Support funding for safe 
and adequate water supplies, using sound 
ecological/economic strategies that emphasize conservation. 
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Support enhanced protection for environmental flows; Texas rivers, bays, and estuaries 
 

LWV-Texas Expert Background and Analyses and  
Bills Filed in the Texas House & Senate 

PPrriioorriittyy  IIssssuueess  
  

EDUCATION/PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE & PUBLIC SCHOOL TESTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Janet Imhoff (McKinney) janet.imhoff@att.net 
 

New Education Committees - The Sen-

ate Education Committee and the 

House Public Education Committee 

have now been announced. See list on 

page 11 at end of reports. If any of the-

se are your Senator or Representative, 

please help by calling or emailing them 

when we have action requests. 

 

Joint Resolutions  

 Six joint resolutions that could affect education have been 

proposed; two by a senator (SJR 20 and SJR 21-Watson) and 

four by representatives (HJR 30-Mando Martinez, HJR 74- 

Bohac, HJR 45-Leach, and HJR 82-Raymond). 

Joint resolutions are bills that propose amendments to the 

Texas Constitution. They require a 2/3 vote of each chamber 

for adoption but otherwise are treated like other bills, with 

hearings, etc. If passed, the bill is not sent to the governor, 

but is filed with the Secretary of State. It is submitted to the 

voters, usually at the November General Election, or when 

specified in the bill. 

SJR 20 and 21, HJR 30, and HJR 74 all propose increasing the 

amount of the residence homestead exemption from ad val-

orem taxation for public school purposes, including for the 

elderly and disabled. All three differ in some ways, including 

the amount of increase. 

Senator Watson’s press release on Jan. 9 said, “Homeowners 

are frustrated by rising property taxes and a sense that 

they’re not getting the same deal as some deep-pocketed 

commercial property owners.”  

HJR 45 (Leach) is concerned with the limitation on the rate of 

growth in appropriations, and the use of unencumbered sur-

plus state revenues to provide for a rebate of state franchise 

taxes, to reduce public school property taxes, and to fund the 

state’s rainy day fund. I will write more specific details on 

these when they are assigned to committee. 

HJR 82 (Raymond) SUPPORT This is an anti-voucher bill 

which would prohibit the authorization or funding of an ele-

mentary or secondary education voucher program. 

School Finance  

HB 654 (Aycock) A long bill that would reform the public 

school finance system has been filed by Rep. Aycock, chair of 

the House Public Education Committee (HB 654). It relates to 

public school finance and the formation of school finance 

districts. He probably wants to keep ideas for reform flowing 

as the Legislature waits for the Supreme Court ruling on our 

school finance system. As he is the chair, it will no doubt be 

heard by his committee. 

ELECTION LAWS/TEXAS VOTING RIGHTS Cinde Weatherby (Austin) cindeweatherby@gmail.com
 

Voter Registration 

As mentioned in the first newslet-

ter, we are actively supporting ef-

forts to encourage modernization 

of voter registration through adop-

tion of online voter registration 

(OVR). As directed by the strategy 

approved by the LWV-TX Board, we 

have scheduled a legislative staff 

briefing on OVR February 27, 2015 in the Capitol Exten-

sion. We are collaborating with the Pew Trust and other 

organizations to present factual information about OVR 

implementation experiences in other states. Online voter 

registration has been proven to be more secure, less cost-

ly, and  more accurate than using handwritten cards that 

must then be transcribed.  

Bills activity on online voter registration include:  

HB 312 (Harless) SUPPORT Since the first LNL, has re-

ceived two Joint Authors (Israel and Johnson). The identi-

cal companion bill, SB 385 (Uresti) was introduced and 

already sent to the Senate State Affairs Committee. Sena-

tor Uresti is seeking a Republican joint author or sponsor.  

HB 954 (Alvarado) SUPPORT and HB 953 (Alvarado) 

SUPPORT These other two similar bills would add, respec-

tively, the ability for electronic vote by mail requests and 

notification of individuals of any failure in their attempt to 

register online.  

Voter ID 

While we wait for a final ruling in the lawsuit challenging 

the Texas Voter ID Law, bills are being introduced to in-

clude additional forms of identification for voting. The 

League is in opposition to the photo ID requirement, but 
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will support bills pursuing elimination or loosening of the 

existing requirements.  

Bills to broaden the types of acceptable photo IDs for 

voting include: Two bills have been referred to the State 

Affairs Committee, SB 170 (Uresti) SUPPORT and SB 230 

(Watson) SUPPORT.  

They are substantially the same as HB 295 (Canales) 

SUPPORT. HB 1096 (Murphy) WATCH requires the ad-

dresses on voter IDs now permitted by law to match the 

voter registration address. 

Vote by Mail 

Encouraging voting by mail is consistent with LWV-Texas’s 

goal for increasing voter participation and offering more 

convenient mechanisms.  

Bills refining or expanding vote by mail include:  

SB 384 (Uresti) SUPPORT Provides for an electronic re-

quest for vote by mail; it has been referred to State Affairs.  

SB 86 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill would allow any eligible 

voter to vote by mail; it was referred to State Affairs. 

WOMEN’S HEALTH/REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE Julie Lowenberg (Dallas) jmlowenberg@sbcglobal.net 

 Women’s Healthcare Safety Net 
LWV-TX supports proposed legisla-

tion that would expand young wom-

en’s access to comprehensive repro-

ductive health services:  
 

SB 2 (Nelson) OPPOSE 

LWV-TX opposes the  provision in the 

first draft of the Senate’s budget bill, 

that would reduce or eliminate 

Planned Parenthood’s participation in 

the Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening program that is 

funded through combined federal and state funds. This pro-

gram provides free cancer screening and diagnostic tests for 

women who are uninsured or underinsured and meet low 

income requirements.  

The SB 2 proposal is a tiered system approach that would 

prioritize over private or nonprofit clinics the public and 

government-run health centers that provide these services. 

 Clinics that provide specialized family planning services 

(read: Planned Parenthood) would receive the lowest priori-

ty. Senator Nelson has said that the intent here is that “the 

facilities that receive funding should not be facilities for per-

forming abortions, so the answer is, don’t perform abortions 

and you get the money….”  

HB 628 (Spitzer) OPPOSE  Would give pharmacists the right 

to “conscientiously object” to filling a prescription.  

CORRECTION FROM NEWSLETTER # 1:  

HB 467 (Howard) SUPPORT was mistakenly referred to as SB 

467.  

 

WATER Mary Vogelson (Dallas) mmev@swbell.net 

 Water may be one of the League’s 

priorities, but unfortunately the real 

problems that are appearing across 

the state are seemingly NOT a legis-

lative priority this session. That may 

change!?!  

 Real and difficult questions are be-

ing fought throughout the State over 

rules, enforcement powers, and con-

trol over areas within and without 

Groundwater Conservation Districts (GCDs). In addition, 

ALL of our surface water rights are "over allocated" 

through permits that would also have to be litigated if the 

current drought continues.  

Note: TWDB=Texas Water Development Board; 

RWPG=Regional Water Planning Group. 

SB78 (Ellis) SUPPORT Relates to the matters to be consid-

ered in developing the state water plan. This is the one bill 

that the League is currently ready to support. 

Right now the legislature is just sort of "tweaking" the 

edges, so until further action I am saying just WATCH ( no 

movement or "quaking" yet) for EACH of the following bills 

recently filed: 

HB1184 (Paddie) WATCH Sets up eligibility for all local 

government alternative fuel programs to receive energy 

savings performance contracts. 

HB1088 (Marquez) WATCH Establishes a Texas Technolog-

ical Center for Innovation and Desalination jointly with UT 

El Paso and UT San Antonio. 

HB928 (Guillen) and SB329 (Hinojosa) WATCH Would as-

sure assistance with local drought preparedness, develop 

public recognition programs for water conservation, moni-

tor progress of conservation strategies, etc. 

HB 835, HB 836, and HB 30 (Larson) WATCH All these bills 

relate to research, development, and utilization of brack-

ish groundwater resources, and to aid in conservation that 

thus reduces reliance on fresh groundwater. 

HB655 (Larson) WATCH Relates to storage and recovery of 

water in aquifers, adding fees and surcharges to these ac-

tions. 

HB632 (Simpson) WATCH THIS IS THE MOST INTERESTING 

ONE SO FAR: Would limit the construction of water pro-
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jects proposed by one region to be built in another region 

without a majority vote by the region NOT proposing the 

project. While this would apply statewide, the initial im-

pact would definitely change the TWDB's current ruling on 

the Marvin Nichols reservoir to be built in Region D but 

proposed by and built mainly for Region C. 

HB163 (Larson) WATCH ANOTHER OF PARTICULAR 

INTEREST Establishes the Southwestern States Water 

Commission as an advisory group to the Governor and Leg-

islature. The commission would cooperate with adjoining 

states and Mexico to recommend regional agreements 

providing relief during severe, ongoing droughts .  

HB109 (Taylor,Van) and SB201 (Leach) WATCH Would 

augment some regulations in regard to TCEQ applications 

for water rights. 

HB930 (Miller,Doug) WATCH Would require an oil/gas 

driller to oversee any conversion of oil/gas well to water 

well and would authorize fees to maintain the cost when 

converting to a public water supply. 

HB1153 (Turner,Scott) WATCH Deals with repeals of Jun-

ior water rights when authorizing an inter-basin transfer 

from one river course to another. 

HB1016 (King,Tracy) WATCH Clarifies the impacts, limita-

tions, and meaning of a the designation "unique stream 

segments" in RWPG plans. 

HB949 (Lucio) WATCH Relates to the TWDB's obligation to 

mitigate for system water loss by some public utilities 

when implementing water strategies. 

 
 

Status of other issues the League lobbies on this legislative session  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM  

There are no bills on this issue at this time. 

OPEN GOVERNMENT Linda Pavlik (Fort Worth/Tarrant County) lindap@pavlikandassociates.com

Open government is one of the 

tenets of democracy, and it is 

democracy—and the threats 

against it—that sustain and moti-

vate the League of Women Voters 

in so many of our activities. Un-

fortunately, not everyone be-

lieves in—or wants—

transparency, and legislation has 

been filed to weaken open gov-

ernment laws in the State of Texas. 

On the national level, the Freedom of Information Act ap-

plies to all federal agencies and branches of the govern-

ment. On the state level, the Texas Open Meetings Act 

and the Texas Public Information Act require state, re-

gional, and local taxing jurisdictions to be accountable to 

the public and to “open” records and financials for public 

view.  

There is no report on bills this issue. 

AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  
  

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net 

The League will promote a moratori-

um on the death penalty while an offi-

cial study is conducted and support 

the option of life sentence without 

parole in capital cases. Further re-

search is being done on each of the 

filed bills to ensure that there are no 

unintended consequences with the 

passage of each piece of legislation. 

We are currently WATCHING these bills.  

SB 226 (Ellis) WATCH  This bill relates to the applicability of 

the death penalty to a capital offense committed by a per-

son with an intellectual disability.  

HB 267 (Miles WATCH This bill relates to the joint or sepa-

rate prosecution of a capital felony charged against two or 

more defendants. This bill relates to the extent of a de-

fendant’s criminal responsibility for the conduct of a co-

conspirator in certain felony cases.  

HB 564 (Dutton) WATCH  This bill relates to the admissibil-

ity of certain evidence in capital cases in which the state 

seeks the death penalty.  

HB 1032 (Dutton) WATCH  This bill relates to abolishing 

the death penalty. The bill relates to an individual ad-

judged guilty of a capital punishment by imprisonment in 

the Texas Department of Criminal Justice for  

(1) life, if the individual committed the offense when 

younger than 18 years; or 

 (2) life without parole, if the individual committed the 

offense when 18 years of age or older.  
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HB 53 (McClendon) WATCH This bill relates to the age of 

criminal responsibility and to certain substantive and pro-

cedural matters related to that age.  

SB 260 (Ellis) WATCH  This bill relates to the caseloads for 

attorneys who are appointed to represent indigent de-

fendants in criminal cases.  

DRUG LAWS AND POLICIES Elaine Talarski (San Antonio) bookdoll99@gmail.com 

The LWV-TX supports education and 

drug treatment programs as an alter-

native to incarceration. The following 

prefilled bills contain provisions for 

reducing penalties related to drug 

conviction offenses. The bills include 

education and drug treatment in lieu 

of incarceration for certain drug-

related offenses under community supervision. 

HB 507 (Moody) SUPPORT This bill has been filed, but has 

not been assigned to a committee. The bill relates to a civil 

penalty for possession of certain amounts of marihuana and 

an exception to prosecution for possession of drug associate 

paraphernalia. The court may waive or reduce the civil penal-

ty if the person subject to a civil penalty attends a program 

that provides education in substance abuse.  
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING Meg Scott-Johnson (Kerrville) megdscott@earthlink.com 
 

   

HB 418 (Wu) SUPPORT Relates to 

child victims of trafficking who are 

placed in the conservatorship of the 

Department of Family and Protec-

tive Services. 

 

SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 

262, Family Code, is amended by 

adding Section 262.011 to read as 

follows: 

  

 Sec. 262.011. PLACEMENT IN SECURE FOSTER HOME OR 

SECURE AGENCY FOSTER GROUP HOME. A court in an emer-

gency, initial, or full adversary hearing conducted under this 

chapter may order that the  child who is the subject of the 

hearing be placed in a secure foster home or secure agency 

foster group home established under Section 42.0531, Hu-

man Resources Code, if the court finds that the placement is 

in the best interest of the child and the child's physical health 

or safety is in danger because the child has been a victim of 

trafficking under Section 20A.02, Penal Code. 

 

HB 330 (Wu) WATCH Relates to the age of criminal responsi-

bility and to certain substantive and procedural matters re-

lated to that age. 

SECTION 4.22. Sections 58.003 Family Code 

 

SECTION 4.22. Sections 58.003 (c-8) If the court orders the 

sealing of a child's records under Subsection (c-7), a prose-

cuting attorney or juvenile probation department may main-

tain until the child's 19th [18th] birthday a separate record of 

the child's name and date of birth and the date the child suc-

cessfully completed the trafficked persons program. The 

prosecuting attorney or juvenile probation department, as 

applicable, shall send the record to the court as soon as prac-

ticable after the child's 19th [18th] birthday to be added to 

the child's other sealed records. 

 

HB 788 (Miller, Rick) SUPPORT Relating to the regulation of 

certain child-care facilities; increasing a fee. 

SECTION 1. Section 42.041(b), Human Resources Code, is 

amended to read as follows:  

(b) This section does not apply to: 

(23) a facility operated by a nonprofit organization that: 

(B) provides emergency shelter and care for not more 

than 15 days to children 13 years of age or older but 

younger than 18 years of age who are victims of hu-

man trafficking alleged under Section 20A.02, Penal 

Code …under Subsection (c-7),  

a prosecuting attorney or juvenile probation department 

may maintain until the child's 19th [18th] birthday a 

separate record of the child's name and date of birth 

and the date the child successfully completed the 

trafficked persons program.  

The prosecuting attorney or juvenile probation depart-

ment, as applicable, shall send the record to the court 

as soon as practicable after the child's 19th [18th] 

birthday to be added to the child's other sealed rec-

ords. 
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IMMIGRATION Janet Monteros (El Paso) janet.monteros@att.net

 
LWV-TX supports appropriate state services for undocumented immigrants, especially in the areas of 
education and healthcare. It will monitor any attempt to curb civil rights of immigrants. 
 
There is no report on bills this issue. 

 

 

CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE JUSTICE  

There is no report on bills this newsletter issue. 

SSoocciiaall  PPoolliiccyy//HHuummaann  RReessoouurrcceess  
  

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT Joyce Robinson (Sherman/Grayson County) jbrobinson@suddenlink.net 
 

The League supports the 

development and implementation 

of adequate legislation, policies, 

services, and programs to protect 

children from abuse and neglect. 

In January the Austin American 

Statesman published a lengthy 

report on its investigation of Child 

Protective Services in Texas. The 

report brought to light missed 

signs that placed children in danger, consequences 

(missing and dead children), and the constant changes 

and turnover in the Department of Family and Protective 

Services (DFPS). In one county, caseworkers were spend-

ing only 26 percent of their time with families in the sys-

tem because of so much paperwork, and the huge case-

loads and low pay of employees have led to a large turn-

over in the department. The problem is not a new one, 

but changes are slow to come. 

In the 2013 legislative session, some bills on closer moni-

toring of and recognizing and reporting child abuse did 

pass. A bill was also passed to appoint a task force to 

decide how to assist the DFPS with its difficult and some-

times thankless job. We’ll see how this plays out. 

HB 71 (Mary Gonzales) SUPPORT Relates to prosecution 

of offense of indecency with a child. 

HB 231 (Farrar) WATCHING Relates to immigrant chil-

dren in cases of child abuse and neglect having case-

workers with appropriate experience. 

HB418 (Wu) WATCHING Relates to child trafficking vic-

tims being placed in care of DFPS. 

HB781 (Burkett) SUPPORT Relates to substitute caregiv-

ers screening and training for children in the care of 

DFPS. 

HB993 (Walle) SUPPORT Relates to employee caseload 

standards for child services and child-care licensing. 

HB 1143 (Dukes) WATCH Relates to services for foster 

children who are pregnant or who are minor parents. 

HB1180 (Burkett) WATCH Relates to establishing a child-

care facility database on DFPS website. 

SB 358 (West) SUPPORT Relates to student loan repay-

ment assistance for certain employees of DFPS. Referred 

to Health and Human Services 

CHILD HEALTH CARE Grace Chimene (Austin) gchimenelwv.@gmail.com 
 

The League wants to ensure that state budget cuts do not 

undermine children’s access to health 

care. Improve enrollment and retention 

for CHIP and Children’s Medicaid, and 

maintain effective delivery systems for 

both. Preserve Texas’ public health 

safety net.  

 

Great news. With the Affordable Care 

Act more children are insured in Texas 

than ever before. There have been no 

bills filed attempting to prevent children from accessing 

health care. LWV-TX hopes that Texas will accept Medicaid 

Expansion and close the so-called Coverage Gap. This will 

allow more working but poor parents to qualify for health 

insurance. Insuring both parents and children will ensure 

healthier Texas families.  

HB 839 (Naishtat) SUPPORT 

This bill allows each child under 19 leaving a state facility to 

have presumptive eligibility to access and apply for a health 

care plan (CHIP or Medicaid) and identifies the benefits and 

services that child will need. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD Marlene Lobberecht (Houston Area) marlene@lobberecht.com 

A divide exists between those who wish to expand half-day 

programs to a full-day and improve quality, and others want 

to get a better handle on how the 

existing half-day programs are 

working. Count many education 

advocates in the first camp, and 

Gov. Abbott in the latter. 

Pre-K Funding 

 Pre-K may be a priority this session, 

but the Senate budget does not 

reflect this. Testimony was present-

ed Feb. 9, 2015 to the Senate Finance Committee recom-

mending increased Pre-K appropriations. 

Bills that LWV-Texas is following:  

HB 49 (González) SUPPORT Relates to a requirement for 

school districts to report K-12 class size to the Texas Educa-

tion Agency. 

HB 51 (González) SUPPORT Relates to limits on the size of 

kindergarten classes in public schools. 

HB 124 (Martinez Fischer), HB 186 (Thompson, Senfronia) 

and companion SB 72 (Ellis) SUPPORT Relate to the availabil-

ity of free public school prekindergarten programs when 15 

children are identified. Senate referred SB 72 to the Educa-

tion Committee Jan. 26, 2015. 

HB 173 (Alvarado) SUPPORT Requires information be re-

ported in the Public Education Information Management Sys-

tem (PEIMS) by a public school district regarding prekinder-

garten classes. 

HB 223 (Guillen) SUPPORT Relates to acceptable conduct of 

students in kindergarten regarding pretend guns. 

HB 256 (Howard) SUPPORT Relates to use of compensatory 

education allotment funding to provide assistance with child 

care to students at risk of dropping out of school. 

HB 296 (Wu) SUPPORT Regulate class size of certain prekin-

dergarten programs offered by a school district.  

HB 355 (González) SUPPORT Creates a task force to evaluate 

kindergarten and special education class size limits in public 

schools. 

HB 391 (Muñoz, Jr.) and HB 424 (Dutton) SUPPORT Provide 

free full-day prekindergarten for certain children. 

HB 532 (McClendon) SUPPORT Allows a nonexempt employ-

ee to participate in certain academic, extracurricular, and 

developmental activities of the employee's child. 

HB 537 (Anchia) & companion SB 250 (Garcia) SUPPORT W 

Provides information on the supplementary birth certificate 

of an adopted child. 

HB 588 (Hernandez) WATCH Restricts certain state and 

school district assessments of public school students in pre-

kindergarten and kindergarten. 

HB 617 (Deshotel) SUPPORT Establishes  the office of early 

learning within the Texas Education Agency collecting early 

childhood data from other agencies. 

HB 788 (Miller, Rick) SUPPORT Relates to the regulation of 

certain child-care facilities and increases a fee. 

HB 1100 (Johnson, Farney) SUPPORT Relates to a gold 

standard full-day prekindergarten program provided by pub-

lic school districts.  

HB 1172 (Alvarado)   

Creatse a program to recognize before-school and after-

school programs that promote healthy eating and physical 

activity. 

HB 1180 (Burkett) SUPPORT Relates to establishing a child-

care facility database on the Department of Family and Pro-

tective Services' Internet website. 

HB 1188 (Deshotel) SUPPORT Creates a joint interim com-

mittee to study and make recommendations regarding early 

childhood education. 

SB 23 (Zaffirini) SUPPORT Relates to providing free full-day 

prekindergarten for all eligible children. Senate referred to 

the Education Committee Jan. 26, 2015. 

SB 54 (Nelson) OPPOSE Requires drug testing of certain per-

sons seeking benefits under the Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families (TANF) program. Senate referred to the 

Health & Human Services Jan. 26, 2015. 

SB 73 (Ellis) SUPPORT Limits the size of prekindergarten clas-

ses to 18 in public schools. Senate referred to the Education 

Committee Jan. 26, 2015. 
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HEALTH CARE for THOSE OF LESSER MEANS and for OLDER TEXANS Lynda Ender (Dallas) 

 LEnder@theseniorsource.org 
 

As promised, the Medicaid expansion 

bills are flooding in, and the rate of fil-

ing is picking up. 

State Senate Bills: 

SB 373 (West) SUPPORT Relates to in-

creased oversight by the Department of 

State Health Services of hospitals that 

commit certain violations. 

SB 410 (Ellis) SUPPORT Reimbursement 

under preferred provider benefit plans for licensed podia-

trists should be the same as for physicians. 

SB 423 (West) SUPPORT Relates to expanding eligibility for 

medical assistance to certain persons under the federal Pa-

tient Protection and Affordable Care Act and ensures the 

provision of quality care under−and the effectiveness of− the 

medical assistance program.  

State House Bills: 

HB 550 (Price) STUDYING Relates to the provision of health 

and human services in this state, including the powers and 

duties of the Health and Human Services Commission and 

other state agencies, and the licensing of certain health pro-

fessionals; would clarify certain statutory provisions, author-

izing the imposition of fees. 

HB 574 (Bonnen of Galveston) SUPPORT A health mainte-

nance organization may not terminate participation of a phy-

sician or provider solely because the physician or provider 

informs an enrollee of the full range of physicians and pro-

viders available to the enrollee, including out-of-network 

providers. 

HB 608 (Davis, Sarah) SUPPORT Relates to vaccines author-

ized under the adult safety net vaccination program. 

HB 616 (Bonnen of Galveston) STUDYING Relates to pay-

ment of disclosures related to certain out-of-network provid-

er charges; authorizing a fee and providing a penalty. 

HB 698 (King of Uvalde) SUPPORT Relates to the regulation 

of having a license for the fitting and dispensing of hearing 

instruments. 

HB 761 (Zedler) SUPPORT Relates to the equal payment for 

services provided by health care practitioners under con-

tracts with managed care health benefit plans. 

HB 762 (Zedler) SUPPORT Relates to medical assistance 

reimbursement for certain health care services provided by a 

chiropractor. 

HB 764 (King of Taylor) SUPPORT Relates to the use, collec-

tion, and security of health care data collected by the De-

partment of State Health Services. 

HB 778 (Bell) SUPPORT Relates to access to pharmacists, 

pharmacies, and pharmaceutical care under certain health 

benefit plans. 

HB 817 (Turner of Tarrant) SUPPORT Relates to the contin-

gent establishment of a health benefit exchange tailored to 

the needs of the state. 

HB 818 (Turner of Tarrant) SUPPORT Relates to the estab-

lishment of a health benefit exchange tailored to the needs 

of the state.  

HB 977 (Collier) SUPPORT Relates to expanding eligibility for 

medical assistance to certain persons under the federal Pa-

tient Protection and Affordable Care Act and ensures the 

provision of quality care under and the effectiveness of the 

medical assistance program.  

HB 1071 (Zerwas) SUPPORT Relates to the establishment of 

the Palliative Care and Quality of Life Interdisciplinary Advi-

sory Council. 

HB 1093 (Guillen) SUPPORT Relates to transparency in the 

STAR Medicaid managed care rate-setting process. 

HB 1105 (Thompson of Harris) SUPPORT Relates to reim-

bursement under preferred provider benefit plans for ser-

vices provided by licensed podiatrists at same rate as physi-

cians. 

HB 1138 (Israel) SUPPORT Relates to the expansion of eligi-

bility for medical assistance to certain persons under the 

federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS Linda Camin (Dallas) lrcamin@hotmail.com 
 

LWV-TX supports maintenance 

of current funding for treat-

ment of serious mental illness-

es and substance abuse. Texas 

ranks near the bottom of all the 

states in per-capita spending on 

public mental health and sub-

stance abuse treatment. Lack of access to treatment 

drives up the cost of health care, law enforcement, and  

criminal justice, in addition to preventable losses in func-

tionality, productivity, and employability. Economist Ray 

Perryman estimates that every dollar spent on mental 

health services yields a return on investment of $23.       

No report on bills in this newsletter issue. 
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HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS Lynn Walshak (Houston Area) lynnwalshak@gmail.com  

LWV-TX supports laws relating to manda-

tory homeowner associations which would 

protect against unreasonable foreclosure 

on homesteads, assure priority of pay-

ments, assure secret ballots and protect 

against fraudulent elections, and assure 

that homeowners have access to meetings 

and records. 

The two legislative committees that typically are assigned 

bills filed that pertain to Homeowner Associations or 

Property Owners Associations, are House Business and 

Industry Committee, Chair Rep. Rene Oliveira, House Dis-

trict 37, and Senate Intergovernmental Relations Commit-

tee, Chair Eddie Lucio, Jr., Senate District 27.  

There are no bills filed to date within the League positions.  

  

NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrcceess  
  

AIR QUALITY & CLIMATE CHANGE Laura Blackburn (Houston Area) laura2blackburn@yahoo.com

(HB 392 (McClendon) SUPPORT Au-

thorizes an optional county fee for 

vehicle registration (not to exceed 

$10) for funding transportation pro-

jects that relieve congestion, im-

prove safety, or address air quality.  

 HB 395 (McClendon) SUPPORT This 

bill raises motor fuel taxes by ten 

cents. For example the gasoline tax 

would be raised from 20 cents to 30 

cents and similarly the diesel fuel tax is raised from 20 cents 

to 30 cents. Net proceeds from this tax shall be deposited 

one-fourth to the credit of the available school fund and the 

remainder to the state highway fund. 

HB 652 (Isaac) SUPPORT Legislation relating to the expiration 

of the Texas Emissions Reduction Plan is extended for two 

years; i.e., if the expiration date is 2019, under this bill the 

expiration date is 2021. 

HB 1030 (Leach) WATCH Relating to money used by counties 

for the low-income vehicle repair assistance, retrofit, and 

accelerated vehicle retirement program and local initiative 

air quality projects. 

HB 1031 (Leach) WATCH Relating to roadway projects in-

tended to improve or maintain air quality. 

SB 77 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill relates to the development of 

a climate adaptation plan by many agencies. The bill was in-

troduced in 2013 and did not get out of committee. Let’s 

hope we have better luck this time! It was referred to the 

Natural Resources and Economic Development Committee 

which could, of course, be unfortunate if the outlook of a 

majority of the committee is economic development. 

SB 78 (Ellis) SUPPORT The Texas Water Development Board 

is the subject of this bill that requires that the state water 

plan must include an assessment of science relating to fore-

casting future water availability, the environmental flow 

standards and environmental flow set-asides, and the con-

struction and improvement of not only surface water but 

also groundwater resources. We like this bill! It was referred 

to the Agriculture, Water and Rural Affairs Committee. 

SB 321 (Hinojosa) WATCH This bill relates to the amount of 

money transferred monthly from the state highway fund to 

the Texas Emissions Reduction Plan fund. Specifically, the bill 

removes the $5 per vehicle that was to be sent to the Texas 

Emissions Reduction Plan fund. 

ENERGY Penny Miller (Wichita Falls) pmiller737@aol.com

No report on bills in this newsletter issue.  

HAZARDOUS WASTE Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net

 Efforts are being made to do away with local 

control, the hallmark of Texas values and a 

democracy. This founding principle has been 

in the Texas Constitution since the beginning 

of the Republic of Texas. “Preservation of 

the right of local self-government” is stated 

in Article 1 of the Texas Constitution Bill of 

Rights. Local residents, taxpayers and property owners, have 

the right to help decide how their tax dollars are spent and 

how to protect public health and safety. The cities’ residents 

decide about having less pollution on their streets, in their 

water and air. Several bills have been filed to take those lo-

cal responsibilities and duties away from local public offi-

cials, cities and citizens. 

 The argument for denying self-rule is that local officials are 

making irresponsible decisions when they protect public 

health and safety, and state officials can do a better job. 

Denying the rights of cities and their inhabitants self-

governance just because one group disagrees, is less liberty, 

not more. 

HB 539 (King, Phil; Geren; Paddie; Guillen; King, Tracy O.) 

OPPOSE This bill relates to the procedural requirements for 

the adoption of a municipal regulation, limitation, or prohi-
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bition on the production, storage, or transportation of oil or 

natural gas, authorizing a fee.  

HB 540 (King) OPPOSE This bill relates to the submission to 

the attorney general of a measure proposing the enactment 

or repeal of a municipal ordinance.  

SB 343 (Huffines) OPPOSE This bill relates to the conformity 

of local law with state law.  

SB 440 (Burton)  OPPOSE This bill relates to the authority of 

a county or municipality to prohibit hydraulic fracturing 

treatment of oil and gas wells.  

 

 TRANSPORTATION Edie Jones (Tarrant County) edithsjones@hotmail.com 

SJR 5 ( Nichols) INTRODUCED Proposes a 

constitutional amendment dedicating to 

the state Highway Fund certain revenue 

derived from the tax imposed on the sale 

of motor vehicles  

HB 129 (Goldman) INTRODUCED Relates 

to the allocation to the state highway 

funds of revenue from the taxes imposed on the sale, rental, 

or use of motor vehicles and other taxes imposed on motor 

vehicles. 

Bills are being introduced, sorted out, and assigned on vari-

ous methods of funding transportation priority needs. 

 

 

  

SENATE AND HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEES IN 84TH
 
 TEXAS LEGISLATURE 

 

Senate Education: Larry Taylor, Chair, Eddie Lucio, Jr., Vice-

Chair, Paul Bettencourt, Donna Campbell, Sylvia Garcia, Don 

Huffines, Lois Kolkhorst, Jose Rodriguez, Kel Seliger, Van Tay-

lor, Royce West. 

House Public Education: Jimmie Don Aycock, Chair, Alma 

Allen, Vice-Chair, Joe Deshotel, Harold Dutton, Jr., Marsha 

Farney, Dwayne Bohac, Rick Galindo, Mary Gonzalez, Dan 

Huberty, Ken King, Gary VanDeaver. 

 


