
Texas Voter
League of  Women Voters of  Texas  •   www.lwvtexas.org VOL. 49,  NO. 4

W
IN

T
E

R
 2015 E

D
IT

IO
N

Since the last VOTER, the 
President and LWV-Texas have 
been busy! The 2014 election 
is now behind us and Texas 

Leagues can be proud of their work! 
We registered voters, held candidate 
forums, published Voters Guides, 
worked to get Texas voters the photo 
IDs they needed in order to vote, 
worked to get out the vote, and much 
more! 

We distributed 10 press releases 
during this election season. Many of 
our press releases were picked up in 
various news outlets and many of you 
helped to get the word out. 

We published and distributed the 
statewide Voters Guide -- in English 
and in Spanish, in print, online on 
our website and on VOTE411.org.  
LWV-Texas Program Vice President 
and Citizen Education Chair, Nancy 
Parra (LWV- Houston) reported that 
Local leagues ordered 20,000 of the 
printed versions, 13,000 in English 
and 7,000 in Spanish.  Leagues also 
ordered PDFs to incorporate into 
their local print versions. Additionally, 
LWV-Texas shipped 22,000 English 
and Spanish print copies to 128 
libraries not having a local League in 
their area.  The English version of the 
Voters Guide was downloaded 840,000 
times from the LWV-Texas website and 
the Spanish version approximately 
13,000 times. 

LWVUS reported that VOTE411 was 
a huge success with about 1,700,000 
“sessions” in 2014 through Nov 5, 2014. 
Almost 1,000,000 of those sessions

 included the online voters’ guides; 
this represents an over 29% increase 
in sessions nationwide on VOTE411 
compared to 2012, a Presidential 
year. Most of the major metropolitan 

areas in Texas, (Austin/San Antonio, 
Houston Area, and Dallas/Fort 
Worth) showed an increase of over 
60% in 2014, compared to the same 
period in 2010. 

The Voters Guide, in all forms, is a 
critically important part of our work 
to inform voters. 

A priority for us this year was to 
increase the availability of Election 
Identification Certificates to Texans 
who didn’t have any of the other 
identification required to vote due 
to the onerous requirements of the 
Texas photo voter ID law. We met with 
the Secretary of State to encourage 
more mobile ID stations -- and we 
succeeded. The Secretary of State 
and the DPS provided many more 
opportunities for Texans to obtain 
the ID. Although it doesn’t appear 
that many IDs were issued through 
the sites, many more sites were made 
available this year and we can take 
credit for that. We still have work 
to do and we continue to hope that 
the Supreme Court rules that the 
requirements are unconstitutional. 

In October, LWVUS President 
Elisabeth MacNamara visited 
Texas as part of her pre-election 
travel. I travelled with Elisabeth to 
San Antonio, Austin and Dallas. We 
met with the press, election officials 
and League members. 

In San Antonio we met with the 
editorial board of the San Antonio 

President’s 
Podium

Elaine Wiant, LWV-TX President, Dallas

“The English version
 of the Voters Guide 
was downloaded 
840,000 times from 
the LWV-Texas website 
and the Spanish version 
approximately 13,000 
times.”
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Elisabeth MacNamara, LWVUS President, and Bruce Elfant, Travis County Tax Assessor, engage in 
an interview on the Capital Tonight Show, which airs on Time Warner Cable in Austin and several 
other Texas cities.

http://www.lwvtexas.org


LWV advocacy doesn’t wait for the Legislative session! 
The Capital Corp has already held its first meeting. Cinde 
Weatherby (LWV-Austin Area) has stepped up to be the 
new chair of the Capital Corp. Our issue chairs have been 
following bills that have already been filed, and some are 
doozies!  We have also been busy providing testimony and 
comments presented by our Advocacy Team including 

Laura Blackburn (LWV-Houston) and Grace Chimene 
(LWV-Austin Area). See Grace’s article on the 84th Texas 
Legislature. 

And we are remembering Senator Ray Farabee at our 
Making Democracy Work Dinner.  Susan Morrison (LWV-
Austin Area), Kate Lattimore, (LWV-Tarrant County), 
and Jacklyn Cooper-Williams (LWV-Austin Area) are 
working with the Farabee family to ensure that the MDW 
dinner will be a night not to be missed! Read more here.

We continue on our mission -- to encourage active and 
informed civic participation in government and increase 
understanding of major public policy issues. LWVTX  
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Express News, resulting in a request for an op-ed piece on 
the importance of voting. San Antonio President Phyllis 
Ingram and I submitted the piece, published on November 
2, on the front page of the Opinion section. 

We also met with the Elections Administrator for Bexar 
County, Jacquelyn Callanen (a San Antonio League 
member). Jacque is the Legislative Chair of the Texas 
Association of Elections Administrators. Their top priority 
in the 2015 Legislative Session is to pass online voter 
registration! We agreed that we would make great partners 
in that effort.  Read more here.  

In Austin, we met with both the Travis County Clerk, Dana 
DeBeauvoir, and the Travis County Tax Assessor, Bruce 
Elfant. The County Clerk is in charge of elections and the 
Tax Assessor is in charge of voter registration in Travis 
County. Bruce Elfant (LWV-Austin Area!) accompanied 
us to Huston-Tillotson University, a historically black 
college, to visit an Election ID mobile site. We met with 
the university president and other leaders. The local Fox 
station reported on our visit and interviewed both Elisabeth 
and I on campus. LWV-TX board member Jacklyn Cooper-
Williams (LWV- Austin Area) coordinated our activities in 
Austin and knows everyone!   A piece of my interview aired. 
Elisabeth and Bruce were also interviewed on Capital 
Tonight Show on Time Warner Cable which airs in Austin 
and several other Texas cities.

In Dallas, we met with Toni Pippins-Poole, the Dallas 
County Elections Administrator. Every elections official we 
met with was excited about the possibility of passing online 
voter registration in 2015. In each city we had a great time 
meeting with League folks. Elisabeth topped off her trip 
to Texas with a visit to the State Fair. All in all, a most 
successful trip.

continued from page 1

Pictured above are Elisabeth (l) and I (r) with Michael Winn, the director 
of elections for Travis County.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  P O D I U M

When: Monday-Tuesday, February 23-24, 2015

Where: The Reagan Building on Monday, and the 
Speaker’s Conference Room on Tuesday

Time: Monday, February 23: Registration from 
12:00 – 12:30 pm in the Reagan Building (Room TBA). 
Welcome and speakers will be from 12:30pm – 5:00 pm

Tuesday, February 24: Presentation from 9:00 to 10:30 
am in the Members’ Lounge, then lobbying as your time 
permits 

Cost: $10.00.  Please pre-register!  You will receive an 
email with registration instructions. Call 512-472-1100, if 
you have any questions. 

Program: We are thrilled with our speakers.   Our speakers 
on Monday are:

Laura Blackburn, LWV-TX Advocacy VP, Houston Area Chad W. Dunn, Brazil & Dunn, Legal Counsel for Lead 
Plaintiffs in the Texas Voter ID Litigation
Dr. Andrew Sansom, Director of the Meadows Center for 
Water and the Environment at Texas State University 
David Phillips, Expert on Fracking and Water Use
Alma Allen, Texas House of Representatives, District 131 
highlighting education needs.
Kathy Miller, President, Texas Freedom Network

Tuesday, we will meet in the Members’ Lounge from 9:00 
to 10:30 am, to hear from Brooke Bennett, Senior Policy 
Analyst for Representative Donna Howard, who will give 
us her insights on best practices for lobbying. We will 
then review the top issues of our priorities, answer any 
questions you have, and be out by 10:30 so that you will 
have plenty of time to LOBBY your legislators!

It’s a busy and productive two days, and we 
encourage you to make plans to be there! LWVTX

Lobby Days

http://www.mysanantonio.com/default/article/Vote-on-Tuesday-if-you-want-your-voice-heard-5866937.php
http://nowcastsa.com/blogs/webcast-league-women-voters-candidate-forum-university-texas-san-antonio


The Texas voter registration 
system creates barriers to 
voting, costs more, and is 
just plain old fashioned. 
Handwritten registration 

applications can be lost, unreadable, 
or entered into the system incorrectly. 
It is time to modernize the process 
to include online voter registration, 
which twenty-four other states 
have already adopted.  The LWV-
TX is advocating for Online Voter 
Registration.

Benefits of online voter registration:

Improved security:   The same 
technology that allows authentication 
of Texas Drivers Licenses online can 
provide a secure system to authenticate 
voter registration.  

Cost effectiveness:  Online registration 
is cost effective and uses less manpower.

Accuracy: No more incorrect data 

entry or unreadable handwriting.

Convenience: Easy for voters to 
complete from home and for military 
personnel stationed overseas.

A bill related to online voter 
registration was proposed last session, 
but it was not scheduled for full House 
consideration. Two bills are being 
introduced this legislative session 
by each of the major parties. There 
seems to be support from Democrats, 
Republicans and Tea Party members 
for an online registration bill. This is 
an opportune time to get a bill moved 
forward for House consideration. 
The following two bills have been 
introduced and are online now:  

Representative Harless (R) HB 312 

Representative Israel (D) HB 76

Senator Uresti has authored the bill 
for the Senate but it isn’t online yet.  

Cinde Weatherby (LWV-Austin Area) 
and I have met with Representative 
Israel (D), from Travis County, 
Representative Harless’s staff (R), 
and Senator Uresti’s, (D), staff.  

Jacquelyn Cal lanen (LWV-San 
Antonio), the Bexar County Elections 
Administrator, is the Legislative Chair 
of the Texas Association of Elections 
Administrators.  When LWV-TX 
President Elaine Wiant met with her 
in October, she indicated that the top 
priority for elections administrators 
in the 2015 Legislative Session is to 
pass online voter registration! 

Other bills of note include adding 
S t u d e n t  I D s  a s  a  f o r m  o f  Vo t e r 
Identification.  (SB 170 Author Uresti 
and HB 303 Author Cananles) . 
Wouldn’t that be great to encourage 
young Texans to vote?

Keep on voting! LWVTX

Update on Online Voter 
Registration Legislation

Grace Chimene, LWV-TX Legislative Director, Austin Area
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S “If you can create a tool that harnesses electronics to allow voters greater convenience 
and creates greater security for an election and saves the voters of thousands of 

dollars in the process, why wouldn’t you?” David Becker
Director, Election Projects, Pew Charitable Trusts  

Community activism is what I do. I am willing to speak out for the 
disenfranchised in our society when many others might remain silent.  

During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s, I attended a public high 
school in Chicago, Illinois. I was thrilled when the Civil Rights Act passed 

in 1964, and curious about how the political process worked.  The following year, 
the Voting Rights Act passed and we gained the right to vote.  I promised myself to 
always be educated about who to vote for and help others do the same.  Hence my 
commitment to community organizing, voter education and registration, get out the 
vote, and other civic engagement activities.  

Upon completion of a B.A. degree in Business Administration/Management from 
Huston-Tillotson University, I remained in Austin. I worked for the City of Austin 
as Assistant Director of the Human Services Department, the City’s Tax Assessor 

Meet the LWV-Texas Board: 
Jacklyn Cooper-Williams, 
Community Activist for 50 Years

Jacklyn Cooper-Williams, LWV-TX Board of Directors, Austin Area

and Collector’s office, and was a 
founding Assistant Chief Appraiser 
(for Administration) for the Travis 
County Appraisal District.

Over the years, my professional career 
was in workforce development. I 
worked to reduce unemployment via 
workforce training and placement 
programs in Texas, Missouri and 
Illinois.  My entire career involved 
policy development at the local and 
federal levels of government with 
additional focus on grant writing, 
fund development, marketing, and 
public relations.

When I returned to Austin, I 
joined the League of Women 
Voters to continue my work in civic 
engagement. My other community 

continued on page 4

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB312
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=84R&Bill=HB76
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/experts/david-becker


Did you enjoy the holidays? I know I did. My three grown children joined 
us in New Mexico for some snow.  When we get together everyone has 
a great time, although there is some teasing and joking around.  The 
two boys went to UT and my daughter goes to A&M.  I watch as they 
joke around about Longhorns and Aggies, while they work together 

cleaning the kitchen or picking up so we can go out and ski or tromp around in 
the snow.  I am in the background encouraging them to get their work done so 
we can enjoy the vacation. There’s a lesson here!

The legislators of the 84th legislative session could work together despite their 
differences, like my children do.  Some of the bills that have been filed look 
like some of the legislators are joking around -- gun bills that allow guns on 
campus, and unlicensed open carry, or bills that further limit voting, or allow 
discrimination based on religious beliefs.  Hopefully legislators are just joking 
with each other, because there is work that needs to be done this session to 
keep the state of Texas running.

Other legislators are already hard at work and the LWV-TX is watching and 
advocating in support of the LWV-TX Issues.  Even before the session began, 
the LWV-TX….

• Presented testimony to the Select Committee on Transportation Funding, 
Expenditures and Finance on the use of the Economic Stabilization Fund 
also known as the Rainy Day Fund. 

• Provided LWV insight on the consolidation of the Health and Human 
Services Commission to the HHSC Sunset Committee. 

• Wrote testimony in support of the Public Information Act to the Senate 
Committee on Open Government 

• Confirmed the LWV-TX support for Texas public education with testimony 
against diverting tax dollars into private schools.

• Gave testimony to the Joint Ethics Committee in an attempt to get money 
and politics out of judicial selection in Texas.

• Met with senators and legislators to discuss online voter registration.

The legislators will always mess around, but in January it is time to get to 
work. As a LWV-TX member, you may want to watch some of the bills, follow 
issues that are important to you or view committee meetings on Texas 
Legislature Online or keep up with Texas political news at the Texas Tribune. 
LWV member Marlene Lobberecht created a Texas Advocacy Playbook to help 
understand the process in Texas.  Our Legislative Newsletter will keep you up 
to date on the bills LWV-TX is following. If there is a special issue that interests 
you, you could work with an issue chair, or if you would like to go to the capitol 
and advocate for the LWV-TX let me know at gchimenelwv@gmail.com.

The LWV-TX is watching over the legislators advocating for our issues and 
encouraging them to get their work done so we can go out and enjoy Texas. LWVTX

Grace Chimene, LWV-TX Legislative Director, Austin Area

LWV-TX Preparing for 
the 84th Legislative Session

The 84th Legislative Session 
began on Tuesday, January 13, 
2015, and we are ready!  Many 
bills have already been filed, and 

we are following them.  It’s exciting, 
and I know you will feel this excitement 
as you read our first “Legislative 
Newsletter.”  We will send the Legislative 
Newsletter every two weeks.  Please read 
the introduction and then focus on the 
issues you are interested in.  Our issue 
chairs will give a brief review of the bills 
we are following and let you know when 
you can act, and we encourage you to 
do so!  Hearing from all of us is how we 
make a difference.  Both our issue chairs 
and Capitol Corps will be visiting with 
individual legislators and we need your 
help to reinforce our message.  We will 
tell you what you can do and when is the 
optimum time for you to do your part:  
visiting with your legislators, calling, 
writing and emailing.  Thank you for 
making the League of Women Voters of 
Texas a positive force in Austin! LWVTX

Legislative 
Newsletter

Laura Blackburn, LWV-TX Advocacy VP, Houston Area

84 TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION

activities include the Huston-Tillotson 
Alumni Association, the NAACP, the 
Austin Delta Foundation, and the Austin 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority -- a 101 year old African American 
public service group that marched with 
the women’s suffrage movement for the 
right to vote!  All of my volunteer work 
emphasizes fundraising.

I served as Vice President for Voters 
Service in the Austin League for two of 
the last three years. Currently, I am a 
member of the Board of Directors for 
LWV-Texas serving on the Marketing and 
Development and the Strategic Planning 
Committees.  I look forward to getting 
to know more LWV-Texas activistsfrom 
across the state at the Lobby Days and 
Making Democracy Work Dinner coming 
up in February! LWVTX

continued from page 3
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For 95 years, the League of Women 
Voters of Texas (LWV-TX) has 
been “agitating and educating” for 
a government that is responsive 
to all Texans and for the active 
participation in government that a 
representative democracy requires. 
LWV-TX’s Education Fund will 
recognize extraordinary leadership 
advancing democratic principles 
with the Making Democracy Work® 
celebration on February 23rd in at 

the University of Texas Alumni Center 
in Austin.  We ask you to support this acknowledgement of 
advocacy, action, and leadership by joining us in honoring 
the late Senator Ray Farabee and his family.

Senator Farabee and his first wife, Helen, were heroes 
to many across Texas who needed a voice to protect the 
disadvantaged and bring justice to our juvenile court 
system.  Senator Farabee and Helen, like FDR and Eleanor, 
worked side by side to reform systems that denied due 
process to juveniles confined with adults in prison.  They 
teamed up to reform a broken mental health system in 
Texas.  Farabee helped thousands of Texas mothers rise 
above poverty by sponsoring a constitutional amendment 
limited to garnishment of wages just for child support.  

Texas Monthly said of Farabee, he acts as a “trustee for the 
entire state”, while naming him Ten Best not once, but five 
times.  He was a champion for higher education and had a 
true talent for compromise allowing him to craft legislation 
in a fair and methodical way.  

After Helen passed away, Ray continued to advocate in the 
public interest for Legal Aid, public television and radio, 
and as a founding board member of the Center for Public 
Policy Priorities.  His next helpmate and second wife, the 
late Mary Margaret Farabee, co-founded the Texas Book 
Festival.  Together, Texans have lost a most remarkable 
triumvirate of philanthropy and public service.  Last fall, 
Ray agreed to this tribute from the Texas League and 
promised that his sons would stand in for him if he were 
‘not around or unable to attend’.  Ray’s sons, Steve and 
David Farabee, have agreed to host this event honoring 
their parents’ lives.

Whether you knew and loved Ray, Helen and Mary Margaret, 
or just heard of their feats of courage and generosity, please 
join us for an evening of storytelling—a reunion of friends 
and admirers.  By their extraordinary leadership on issues 
important to citizens of Texas, they have earned the LWV-
TX’s recognition for Making Democracy Work®.  Individual 
League member tickets are $75.00 and several levels of 
sponsorship are also available. LWVTX

Susan G. Morrison, LWV-TX Board of Directors, Austin Area

An Evening of Storytelling: 
Remembering Senator Ray Farabee

Our top priority is education.  
We want every child in this 
state to have an excellent 
education.  That means 
increased funding, outstanding 

teachers and adequate tools for 
students and teachers.  We will work 
to see this accomplished.  A number 
of bills have already been introduced, 
and Senator Jane Nelson, chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee, has stated 
her goals for the 84th Legislature, 
stating that “We must also continue 
to meet our state’s needs, especially 
with regard to transportation and 
education…We also need to provide 
every Texas child access to a great 
education, and I anticipate both 
of these issues will receive a lot of 
attention this session.”  In addition 

to funding, we will be working to 
establish preK for all students and 
opposing vouchers.

Election law and voting rights is our 
second priority.  We are supporting 
online registration and other ways 
to make it easier to vote, rather than 
making it harder to vote.  Most of you 
know that we opposed “photo voter 
IDs” in the last legislative session.  We 
lost that battle for now, however, we 
will be supporting allowing student 
IDs to qualify for voting.  

Water continues to be one of our 
priorities.  We supported Prop. 6 in 
the last legislative session, and we are 
now following its implementation.  We 
are delighted that the Texas Water 
Quality Board is encouraging funding 

for conservation, even beyond that 
required.  Water supplies continue 
to be critical in many areas and we 
will be encouraging reuse and other 
conservation programs.

Women’s health is another priority, 
particularly assaults on reproductive 
choice.  Certainly not providing access 
to abortions within a reasonable 
distance is not supportive of women’s 
health!   Thus, funding for women’s 
health will be an issue we will be 
watching carefully. 

For a complete list of advocacy priorities, 
view the We Support brochure. LWVTX

Laura Blackburn, LWV-TX Advocacy VP, Houston Area

Our Advocacy Priorities

Senator Ray Farabee

http://www.lwvtexas.org/PDFs/81093300_1422034883.pdf


Fall campaigns and elections are familiar territory for local leagues.  Voter registration, GOTV, 
Voters Guides, and candidate forums are all part of the LWV arsenal to boost citizen participation in 
government. In addition to these great voter service efforts, Texas local leagues continued to coordinate 
public meetings on important issues and to plan advocacy campaigns for the upcoming state legislative 
session.  December plans were for a bit of relaxation and re-grouping at holiday gatherings. Here’s a 
sampling of what is going on Around The State.

Judy Hollinger, Houston Area

Around The State
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Bay Area—In September and October, members 
conducted 4 voter registration drives at area colleges.  
They also distributed 2000 Voters Guides and publicized 
early voting information and the VOTE411 website. The 
October public forum was on Proposition One, the proposed 
amendment to the Texas Constitution authorizing 
transportation financing from the Rainy Day Fund.   LWV-
BA wound up the fall season with a meeting to help shape 
an updated report card on Galveston Bay.  The Bay Area 
LWV is one of the contributors to this project coordinated 
by the Galveston Bay Foundation.  

Collin County—Busy and organized are the 
adjectives that come to mind when learning of activities 
completed/planned by LWC-CC through December.  
Their local study of homelessness is under way with 
collection of data and background materials for the study 
committee and a public meeting scheduled for January 
of2015. Pre-election activities included GOTV training 
for Collin County Junior League members, cosponsoring 
an Elections Matter! round table discussion for college 
students  and  presenting a workshop at a local summit for 
teens on the importance of voting. The LWV-CC published 
an online Voters Guide for the Nov. 4 local elections and 
also participated in VOTE411. December fundraising 
efforts include gift wrapping at Barnes and Noble and an 
LWV-CC holiday party and auction. 

Comal Area—LWV-CA welcomed several new 
members at a September Orientation meeting and rolled out 
a new online membership interest survey through Survey 
Monkey.  Great idea! Always at the forefront of water issues 
– conservation, management, state laws and policies, LWV-
CA members sponsored a public forum in October on the 
Trinity Aquifer and will continue their advocacy with the 
Texas legislature to pass a bill establishing a Comal County 
Groundwater Conservation District.  Voter Service projects 
included staffing 5 venues on National Voter Registration 
Day, publishing the Voters Guide online and through 
VOTE411 and having it printed and distributed in a local 
newspaper.  For fun -and fundraising- LWC-CA members 
took a break and enjoyed their Brew Tasting Dinner and 
Concert.  Kudos to LWV-CA for a visually appealing and 
informative online Voter newsletter!

Corpus Christi—LWV-Corpus Christi had a 
hugely busy fall season.  September activities included a 
Membership Tea/Sangria party with 50 in attendance; 
a public forum on bond issues on the November ballot 
and voter registration at the Health Fair, Art Walk and 
Del Mar College.  October saw the sponsorship of two 
candidate forums and the distribution of both local and 
state Voters Guides.  Post -election activities were a public 
forum about the Move To Amend initiative which supports 
a Constitutional Amendment to overturn the Citizens 
United v FEC ruling and a holiday party for members and 
guests.  

San Antonio—LWV-SA members had a high profile 
autumn! They were honored by a visit from LWVUS 
president Elisabeth MacNamara  and also met with the 
Bexar County Elections Administrator and the Editorial 
Board of the San Antonio Express-News.  The Express-
News published an Op Ed article from the LWV-SA about 
the importance of voting.  LWV-SA joined in a countywide 
collaborative for voter registration and GOTV efforts. 
The league sponsored a candidate forum at UTSA, and 
published and distributed Voters Guides. In addition to 
their impressive voter service work, members managed 
to find time for the annual fundraising Bravo luncheon 
honoring Maria Berriozabal. Mrs. Berriozabal was the first 
Latina elected to the SA city council and has written a book 
about her rich life experiences.  The most recent priority 
for local league action is conserving water by limiting water 
drain off from residential and commercial properties.  The 
LWV-SA first took a position on this issue in 1993 and finds 
that many of the original recommendations are still timely 
and relevant.  

Tyler-Smith County—The LWV-TSC website 
and online Voter are always a delight to read—colorful, 
imaginatively formatted and chock full of league 
information and activities!   League members began the 
2014-2015 year in August with their annual celebration of 
Women’s Equality Day.  Voter registration activities were 
priorities in September/October with drives at UT-Tyler 
and Tyler Junior College.  LWV-TSC sponsored a candidate 
forum in October and distributed printed LWV-Texas Voters 
Guides through  libraries and community centers, as well 
as arranged for the printed version to be included in the 
local newspaper. Tyler-Smith County members continue to 
be in attendance every month at the Federal Courthouse to 
register newly naturalized citizens to vote. LWVTX
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Ruthann Geer has served as president of LWV-Texas as 
well as in leadership roles in her local League.  She credits League 
involvement with much of her focus and volunteer activity for more 
than thirty years.  Ruthann holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in 
government and currently teaches Federal Government and Texas 

State and Local Government courses at Tarrant County College. Serving as 
MLD Coach enables her to be an active member of the League and affords her 
the opportunity to invest in the future of the League.

Julie Lowenberg has been a League member for 40 + years.  
Julie is a past president of LWV-Dallas and LWV-TX. She is the LWV-
TX issue chair for Women’s Health/Reproductive Choice as well as 
coordinator for LWV-TX advocacy issues relating to Government.  
Julie says that being an MLD coach reinforces her admiration for the 

League and League members whose amazing work to encourage informed and 
active citizenship and to influence public policy are making a positive difference in 
communities across the state and around the country.

Linda Krefting has served as Director, Vice President and 
President of LWV - Lubbock as well as Director, Vice President and 
President of LWV-Texas. 

Linda says, “MLD is an important partnership between all three 
levels of LWV working together to strengthen and sustain the League 

and the League’s important work.” 

The payoff is tremendous – helping local Leagues in Texas to grow and thrive.    
For more information, email Carolie Mullan, LWV-TX MLD Coordinator, at 
carmelchai@aol.com. LWVTX

Membership & 
Leadership Development 
for Texas

Carolie Mullan, LWV-TX MLD Coordinator, Lubbock

Can you spare three hours a month? If so, we want you on the LWV-TX 
Membership/ Leadership Development (MLD) team.  Over the short time the 
MLD program has been operating nationwide, it has had phenomenal success.  
In 2012 the League had membership growth for the first time in 30 years!   MLD 
does work, primarily because of the MLD coaches assigned to each local League.

The coaching commitment is easy – just three conference calls (one hour or less 
each) each month. During the calls, the coach’s role is to help the local League 
maintain its focus on membership recruitment and leadership development. 
Coaches learn about activities and progress since the previous month’s call and 
introduce helpful materials supplied by LWVUS.  

Meet three members of your MLD Coaching Team:
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LWV members, who use 
Facebook and Twitter, 
please follow the LWV-
TX and share LWV-TX 

advocacy efforts at the Texas 
Capitol this session.  The LWV 
Issue Chairs and Capitol Corp 
members will post about their 
experiences at the Capitol this 
legislative session.  Expect 
frequent posts during the 
legislative session on the four 
priority issues: election laws and 
voting rights, women’s health, 
water, and education. We will 
also post on other issues that 
LWV-TX supports, such as human 
trafficking, transportation, child 
health care, early childhood, and 
the many other issues that have 
studies and positions. Other 
tweets and posts will share news 
articles related to the issues in 
Texas.  If you like the post, please 
retweet on Twitter or repost on 
Facebook.

  Twitter users follow 
  @LWVTexas

  Facebook users follow   
  League of Women Voters 
  of Texas

If you have any questions please 
contact Grace Chimene at 
gchimenelwv@gmail.com. LWVTX

Tweets & 
Posts by 
LWV-TX 

Grace Chimene, 
LWV-TX Legislative Director, Austin Area
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LWV-Texas

Janet Acord
Melanie Barnes
Peter Bowman
Janet Bridges
Karmen Bryant
Lois Carpenter
Jonathan Coopersmith
Madeleine Crouch
Helen Davis
Paul Dietche
Joan Golding
Patricia Gournay
Karla Holomon
Flora-Louise Jenkins
Lynne Johnson
Jane Joseph
Virginia Kennedy
Ruth Koenig
Julie & Michael Lowenberg
Barbara MacMillan
Chester Morris, Jr.
Daniel Nathan 
Betty Owen
Lloyd Perkins
David Edward Samara
Betty Sanders
Gerhard Schriever
Robert Scott
Sherrill Skibell
Linda Snider
Patricia Spence
Marjorie Stewart
Lani Van Petten
Ray Vaughn
Lynn Walshak
Melinda Wasson
Eleanor Welch

Education Fund

Jean Aboul-Ela
Robert Allensworth
Leslye Altemeier
Maxine Barkan
Nadine Bartsch
Reather Battle
David Berkshire
Nancy Bessent
Rita Burnside
Parks Campbell
Lois Carpenter
Randall Chapman
Vicki Schoen
Barbara Davidson
Louis Delgado
Dawn Ellison
Jack Ferguson
Jacqueline Fleschman
Charlotte Flynn
Ann Folz
M A Frost
Lou Ann Growcock
Joan Harman
Katheryn Hetherly
Peg Hill
Carolyn Hunnicutt-Armijo
Flora-Louise Jenkins
Johanna Johnson
Lynne Johnson
Carolyn Johnston
Mary Margaret Johnston
Saranne Kosberg
Carolyn Laivins
Irene Lambert
Annette Lindsey
Julie & Michael Lowenberg 
Family Fund

Jensie Madden
Hannah Sue Margolis
Barbara Materka
Elisabeth McCoy
Aileen J McMurrer
Susan Morrison
Karen Nicholson
Molly Van Ort
Jane Pak
Nancy Parra
Nan Pillinger
Carol Pino
Terri Ravnik
Kaylene Ray
Essie Reed
Jonathan Robertson
Peter Roll
Sonja Romanowski
Gwen Santiago
Dave & Anna Schuck
Diane Sheridan
Vicki Schoen
Rosalie Taubman
Doug Taylor
Lynn Thompson
Louise Underwood
Lynn Walshak
Parks Campbell
Doris Warlick
Linda Wassenich
Sonya Whiddon
Elaine Wiant
Linda Wild
Nancy Wilson
Veta Winick
Dorothy Wolfe
Barbara Yantis

Donations can be made either to LWV-TX 
or LWV-Texas Education Fund (LWV-TEF) 
by credit card at our secure website www.
lwvtexas.org or submitted by mail to 1212 
Guadalupe St. #107, Austin, TX 78701.

LWV-TEF donations are tax-deductible and 
support education efforts such as the Voters 
Guide. Donations to LWV-TX are not tax-
deductible but make possible our advocacy 
and membership services. LWVTX

Thank You to Our Donors
September 22, 2014 - December 31, 2014

GIVING TO THE LEAGUE

Honors & Memorials

In memory of Barb Swartz:
Lynn Walshak
Katheryn Hetherly
Peg Hill
Jensie Madden
Karen Nicholson
Nancy Parra
Sonja Romanowski
Diane Sheridan
Linda Wassenich
Elaine Wiant

Melanie Barnes in honor of 
Lubbock League

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
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A History in Photos
The League of Women Voters has a rich 
history of voter advocacy, captured in 
beautiful artwork as seen above.  If you 
have a piece of League history or women’s 
suffrage history you would like to see 
featured in a future edition of The Voter, 
please submit it to The Voter team for 
consideration, along with a caption of 100 
words or less.  

http://www.lwvtexas.org
http://www.lwvtexas.org

