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LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE  PPRRIIOORRIITTIIEESS  
 

The beginning of a new legislative session is always exciting and full of hope as well as skepticism. Let’s focus on “hope” at 
least at first! My first non-legislative priority is to introduce you to the two new Advocacy leaders who are joining us to make 
this legislative session the best ever.  

Grace Chimene is our new Legislative Director and is interested in absolutely all of our positions. She 
is a member of the LWV-TX board as well as the Advocacy Committee of the board. She is also the Issue 
Chair for Children’s Health. I could not function without her! She already has presented testimony in 
several areas during the interim.  

Cinde Weatherby is our new Capitol Corps Director. She and Grace will be 
working with the Capitol Corps to make us ever more visible in both houses of 
the 84th Legislature. Cindy has had an outstanding career in working with the 

Texas legislatureboth working with legislators and writing legislation primari-
ly in the transportation area. She also is an Issue Chair for Voting Rights. We 
are very fortunate to have her join our Advocacy Team!  

I cannot tell you how much I think of both Grace and Cinde and how fortunate I am to have such 
marvelous women to work with. You will be able to tell the difference in LWV-TX advocacy in the 84th 
Legislative Session. And we are looking to YOU to join us in our efforts! 

Laura Blackburn, Advocacy VP    

 

A “capitol” idea for keeping up with the latest news from Austin. 
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Now to the 84th Legislative Session: 

The top LWV-TX priorities determined by you and agreed to by the LWV-TX board are 

Education, Voting Rights, Reproductive Choice/Women’s Health, and Water. 

We have a new Governor, a new Lt. Governor, 24 new House members, and 8 new Senators. It will take them a while to 
establish themselves and their goals, and it will take us a while to understand what they are doing and where they are going. 
Speaker of the House Joe Straus is the only one of the leaders of the 84th Legislature who is an incumbent. All three leaders 
have given us their priorities and it is up to us to see if they implement the ones we support! 
Speaker Straus has already introduced the House Budget, which will tell us at least some of where 
their “real” priorities are. The Senate budget was introduced last Tuesday. We will study both 
budgets and work to have the funding we need to carry out our goals. 

All of the leaders have indicated an interest in at least two of our positions: education and 
transportation. We are certain to see action on these topics.  

One of our goals is to have many more personal interactions with legislators and their staff 
members. (We are even tracking those visits.) Help us reach a very high number! 

Laura Blackburn, Advocacy VP     
  

 

What other issues will the League lobby for this legislative session? 
Listed below are those issues on which we have a position, along with the issue chair who is following them.  

 

GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT  
Constitutional Revision - Sandy Ashby, The Woodlands 
Support the revision of the State Constitution to make it a 

framework of basic law.  
Education:Public School Funding, Testing, and Ac-

countability Janet Imhoff, McKinney Promote adequate 
state funding for public schools, and changes in the state’s 

accountability rating system to make it more fair and less 
punitive. 
Election Laws-Texas/Voting Rights Cinde Weatherby, 

Austin Support election laws that facilitate citizen participa-

tion and voter convenience as well as monitor all legislation 
relating to HAVA. 

Open Government –Linda Pavlik, Dallas Promote trans-
parency and public partcipation in government. 
Political Campaign Process- Support fair campaign finance 

laws to promote equitable competition among candidates, 
protect citizens’ right to know, and combat corruption and 

undue influence.  
Public Policy on Reproductive Choice/Women’s Health 

Julie Lowenberg, Dallas Promote and protect women’s ac-
cess to health care, including all aspects of reproductive 

health.  

  

AADDMMIINNIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  OOFF  JJUUSSTTIICCEE  
Capital Punishment – Suzybelle Gosslee, Dallas Pro-

mote a moratorium on the death penalty while an official 
study is conducted. Support the option of life sentence 

without parole in capital cases. 

Criminal Justice –Support a professional parole and proba-

tion staff and work to decrease their caseload. Provide a 
secure prison environment with maximum education oppor-

tunities. 
Drug Laws and Policies - Elaine Talarski, San Antonio 
Support treatment programs for drug abuse and addiction as 

an alternative to incarceration. 

Human Trafficking  Meg Scott-Johnson, Kerrville 
Support legislation to prevent the exploitation of humans or 

human trafficking; to prosecute traffickers; to protect vic-
tims and survivors of human trafficking. 

Immigration - Janet Monteros, El Paso Support state ser-

vices for undocumented immigrants, especially in the areas 
of education and healthcare. Monitor any attempt to curb 

civil rights of immigrants. 
Juvenile Justice- Support and fund substance abuse treat-
ment, mental health needs, and education for youth at risk 

and for those incarcerated. 
 

SSOOCCIIAALL  PPOOLLIICCYY//HHUUMMAANN  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  
Child Abuse and Neglect - Joyce Robinson, Sher-

man/Grayson County Support the development and imple-

mentation of adequate legislation, policies, services, and 

programs to protect children from abuse and neglect. 
Child Health – Grace Chimene, Austin Ensure that state 

budget cuts do not undermine children’s access to health 
care. Improve enrollment and retention for CHIP and Chil-

dren’s Medicaid, and maintain effective delivery systems for 
both. Preserve Texas’ public health safety net. 

Early Childhood - Marlene Lobberecht, Houston Support 

early childhood education professional development. Expand 
access to high quality pre-kindergarten. Improve safe care 

for infants and toddlers.  
Health Care System for the Elderly–Lynda Ender, Dal-

las Support increased funding to provide adequate programs 
to serve the elderly. 

Health Care for Those of Lesser Means--Lynda Ender, 
Dallas Provide basic health care services for those who are 
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unable to pay. Basic services include emergency care, prima-
ry care, preventive care, care for catastrophic illness, nutri-

tion, substance abuse treatment, and health education. 

Homeowner Associations – Lynn Walshak, Houston Area 
Support laws relating to mandatory homeowner associations 

which would protect against unreasonable foreclosure on 
homesteads, assure priority of payments, assure secret bal-

lots and protect against fraudulent elections, and assure that 
homeowners have access to meetings and records. 
Services for People with Behavioral Health 

Needs – Linda Camin, Dallas Maintain and increase 

funding for services to persons with serious mental illness, 
and include post-crisis and crisis prevention community 

care.  
 

NNAATTUURRAALL  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS  
Air Quality & Climate Change - Laura Blackburn, Houston 

Area Support air quality and climate change legislation. 
Energy - Penny Miller, Wichita Falls Promote incentives for 

renewable and clean energy sources and energy conserva-
tion. Monitor the building of coal-fired plants and nuclear 

power plants. Promote energy policy to reduce global 
warming. 
Hazardous Waste – Suzybelle Gosslee, Dallas Support safe 

transportation, handling, and disposal of radioactive materi-

als. Support legislation promoting recycling efforts, 

particularly for electronic waste. 
Transportation - Edie Jones, Fort Worth Increase funding 

for public roads, mass transit, and light rail. 
Water - Mary Vogelson, Dallas Support funding for safe and 

adequate water supplies, using sound ecological/economic 
strategies that emphasize conservation. Support enhanced 

protection for environmental flows; Texas rivers, bays, and 
estuaries 

 

LWV-Texas Expert Background and Analyses and  

Bills Filed in the Texas House & Senate 

PPrriioorriittyy  IIssssuueess  
  

EDUCATION/PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE & PUBLIC SCHOOL TESTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Janet Imhoff (McKinney) janet.imhoff@att.net 

Finance  
For the second time in two years, State 
District Judge John Dietz has ruled that 
the Texas school finance system is un-
constitutional. His ruling states that 
Texas fails to provide its schools with 
sufficient funding and that it distrib-
utes its funds among districts unfairly. 
Even though the 83rd Legislature re-

stored 65% of its 2011 cuts, it wasn’t enough, and Texas now 
spends $600 less per student than it did in 2009 (adjusted for 
inflation). Unfortunately the state has appealed his ruling to 
the Texas Supreme Court. 

The 84th Legislature has indicated that it will wait until the 
Supreme Court provides some direction before they take up 
the issue of funding for the next biennium. The opinion is not 
expected until summer, which will force the legislature to 
convene a special session if the justices uphold any or all of 
the court’s ruling. 

Also there is a sentiment in the Legislature to lower taxes, 
meaning there would be less money for education. We will 
watch those bills. 
 

Vouchers 
We oppose all forms of vouchers on the grounds that they 
divert public money away from public schools, and that there 
is little accountability: there is no requirement to teach a 
state-approved curriculum or provide services for students 
with special needs or limited English. 

There are basically two kinds of vouchers: direct and indirect. 
The most common form of indirect vouchers proposed last 
session were “tax credit vouchers,” by which corporations 
could divert some of their taxes from the state’s general rev-
enue to special non-profits that award scholarships to private 
or religious schools. None of those bills passed but they will 
be offered again this session. 

Direct vouchers are money given directly to parents by the 
state, and this year it is called a Taxpayer Savings Grant (SB 
276, Campbell) OPPOSE. This bill proposes that the comp-
troller administer a fund that would give 60% of the “state 
average maintenance and operations expenditures per stu-
dent” to a K or 1st grade student to attend a private school. 
The state gets to keep the other 40% and have a happier 
parent! 

We testified against both of these types of vouchers at a 
Senate Education interim hearing in November, 2014. 
 

Testing  
A few bills have been introduced that would ease up the test-
ing regimen of elementary students, including three bills by 
Huberty (HB 741, 742, 743) that would reduce testing in 
math to grades 3 and 5, reading to grades 3, 5 and 8, elimi-
nate writing and social studies tests in elementary grades, 
and limit the time to 120 minutes for 85% of students in 3 
and 5, and 180 minutes in 5 and 8. This bill also requires 
checking the validity of the tests, and auditing the perfor-
mance of the test writing contractor. SB 313 (Seliger) would 
require the SBOE to review the Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills to narrow their number and scope. 

mailto:janet.imhoff@att.net
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Many education bills have been filed so far. I will outline 
them as they are assigned to committees, because no bill is 
truly alive until a committee chairman schedules it for a hear-

ing. Please see Marlene Lobberecht’s column on Early Child-
hood for information on bills to fund Pre-K education, which 
will be a big issue this session. 

 

ELECTION LAWS/TEXAS VOTING RIGHTS Cinde Weatherby (Austin) cindeweatherby@gmail.com
 

Voter Registration 

Hope is high that there will be some 
improvement in the 84th Legislature 
on voter registration. The first advo-
cacy initiative being pursued by LWV-
TX is online voter registration to at 
least the individuals who hold Texas 
Driver Licenses. It would be a major 
step in modernizing our registration 

system. The LWV-TX Board has already approved a strategic 
plan to support the issue and activities are underway. LWV-
TX plans to host an event in late February or early March in 
the Capitol to expose Legislators and staff to experts from 
one or more of the other 24 states who offer registration 
online. Online voter registration has been proven to be more 
secure, less costly, and be more accurate than using hand-
written cards that must then be transcribed.  

Bills to establish online voter registration include:  

HB 76 (Israel) SUPPORT and HB 312 (Harless) SUPPORT to 
develop online voter registration using existing authentica-
tion by the Department of Public Safety and Secretary of 
State;  

HB 444 (Johnson) WATCH adding an option for printing out 
and mailing the registration form if the driver license has ex-
pired; and  

HB 446 (Johnson) WATCH allowing counties to develop 
online registration if the procedures are approved by Secre-
tary of State. A Senate sponsor also plans to introduce similar 
legislation. 

Voter ID 

While we wait for a final ruling in the lawsuit challenging the 
Texas Voter ID Law, new legislation to include additional 
forms of identification for voting is being pursued. The 
League is in opposition to the photo ID requirement but will 
support bills pursuing elimination or loosening of the existing 
requirements until a final Supreme Court ruling.  

Bills to broaden the types of acceptable photo IDs for voting 
include: HB 773 (Israel) SUPPORT adding veterans and stu-

dents; SB 170 (Uresti) SUPPORT, HB 295 (Canales) SUPPORT, 
and HB 447 (Johnson) SUPPORT all adding students; HB 534 
(Nevarez) SUPPORT adding federal or state issued IDs; HB 
535 (Nevarez) SUPPORT adding Tribal issued IDs; HB 536 
(Nevarez) SUPPORT adding expired driver licenses for indi-
viduals 65 or older; and SB 230 (Watson) SUPPORT adding 
higher education and state agency issued IDs. 

Vote by Mail 

In the Voter ID environment, broadening the use of voting by 
mail is another avenue being pursued. Removing the limits 
on who may vote by mail, much like broadening early voting, 
could encourage more voter participation. Other actions, 
such as allowing voters to be placed on an ongoing vote-by-
mail status without annual request is also being considered, 
but not yet introduced. 

Bills refining or expanding vote by mail include:  

HB 913 (Israel) SUPPORT clarifying the envelope signature 
requirement that caused significant ballots to be denied in 
previous elections and  

SB 86 (Ellis) SUPPORT allowing any eligible voter to vote by 
mail. 

Young Voter Engagement 

There is also interest in engaging young voters by establish-
ing programs to promote voting to high school students and 
to allow individuals who will be 18 by Election Day to vote in 
the preceding primary. 

Bills related to young voters include:  

HB 428 (Howard/Stickland) SUPPORT and the duplicate bill 
HB 783 (Miller, Rick) SUPPORT allowing individuals who will 
be 18 by Election Day to vote in the preceding primary elec-
tion. A Constitutional Amendment is required for implemen-
tation – HJR 50 (Howard/Stickland) SUPPORT and HJR 70 
(Miller, Rick) SUPPORT.  

To educate these young voters there is proposal to provide 
voter education to high school seniors: SB 141 (Garcia) 
SUPPORT and the companion bill HB 587 (Hernandez) 
SUPPORT.

mailto:cindeweatherby@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S HEALTH/REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE Julie Lowenberg (Dallas) jmlowenberg@sbcglobal.net 

Access to Safe, Legal Abortions 
Laws enacted in the past two legisla-
tive sessions have made it increasingly 
difficult for women, particularly im-
poverished women and those living in 
rural areas, to obtain safe, legal abor-
tions. Restrictions imposed on abor-
tion providers have resulted in the 
close of more than half of Texas’ clin-
ics.  

Depending on the outcome of the 
2013 law mandating that abortion clinics meet the stand-

ards of ambulatory surgical centersnow on appeal to the 

US 5th Circuit Court the number of clinics could soon de-
crease to six statewide, none of them south or west of San 
Antonio.  
 
LWV-TX opposes proposed legislation that would further 
restrict women’s and girls’ constitutional right to choose an 
abortion: 

 HB 113 (Fletcher) OPPOSE – makes it a criminal offense 
to perform an abortion knowing that the abortion is 
based on the sex of the fetus. A physician violating this 
law could also be punished by suspension or revocation 
of license to practice medicine. And the law would also 
allow the father or maternal grandparent of the “un-
born child” to seek damages in a civil action.  

 HB 723 (King, Phil) OPPOSE – prohibits judges from ap-
pointing a minor’s attorney to also be the guardian ad li-
tem for the minor when a minor is seeking a judicial by-
pass in lieu of parental consent to an abortion. This pro-
posed measure would also impose a higher burden of 
proof on minors seeking the judicial bypass.  

 HB 832 (Schaefer) OPPOSE –imposes additional burden-
some reporting requirements on physicians who per-
form abortions at abortion clinics.  

 
LWV-TX is watching:  

 SB 114 (Taylor, Van) WATCH – relates to the licensing 
and registration of abortion facilities. 

 HB 416 (Riddle) WATCH – requires abortion facility per-
sonnel to take education and training on human traffick-
ing. While innocuous as written, this bill could become a 
vehicle for imposing burdensome and unnecessary re-
quirements on abortion providers.  

 
LWV-TX supports proposed legislation intended to amelio-
rate some previously enacted harmful laws:  

 HB 708 (Farrar) SUPPORT – removes untruthful infor-
mation from the “informed consent” to abortion mate-
rials that women seeking an abortion are required to 
read – and would also mandate that the words “embryo 

or fetus” be substituted for reference to “unborn child” 
in these materials. 

 HB 709 (Farrar) SUPPORT – would remove the require-
ment enacted in 2013 that a woman wait an additional 
24 hours after receiving the required sonogram before 
obtaining an abortion.  
 

Women’s Healthcare Safety Net 
LWV-TX supports proposed legislation that would expand 
young women’s access to comprehensive reproductive 
health services:  

 HB 90 (Gonzalez, Mary) SUPPORT – extends eligibility 
to females 15 years of age and older for benefits under 
the Texas Women’s Health Program, including access to 
preventive health and family planning services.  

 HB 468 (Gonzalez, Mary) SUPPORT – amends the Fami-
ly Code to provide that an unmarried girl 15 years or 
older who is the mother of a child may consent to exam-
ination or treatment related to contraception.  

 HB 707 (Farrar) SUPPORT - would require that medically 
accurate and factually unbiased emergency contracep-
tion information be provided to sexual assault survivors.  

 

Comprehensive, Medically Accurate Sexuality Education 
LWV-TX supports proposed legislation that would promote 
comprehensive, medically accurate sexuality education:  

 SB 88 (Ellis) SUPPORT and HB 78 (Gonzalez, Mary) 
SUPPORT – ensures that Texas schools teach sexual 
health with a medically accurate and balanced approach 
– teaching abstinence along with scientifically accurate 
facts about contraception and responsible decision-
making.  

 SB 297 (Watson) SUPPORT – requires that any public 
school course materials and instruction related to hu-
man sexuality be evidence based.  

 SB 300 (Watson) SUPPORT – requires school districts to 
give parents notification concerning the content of sex-
uality education courses in their districts, including 
whether the instruction is abstinence-only or compre-
hensive instruction. 

 SB 467 (Howard) SUPORT – provides that public schools 
educate adolescents regarding sexually transmitted dis-
eases.  

 
LWV-TX opposes proposed legislation that would make it 
more difficult for public schools to teach comprehensive, 
medically accurate sexuality education: 

 HB 205 (Leach) OPPOSE – prevents entities and/or indi-
viduals that perform abortions or are affiliated with 
such entities from providing instruction or instructional 
materials for use in human sexuality or family planning 
instruction in public schools.  

 

 

mailto:jmlowenberg@sbcglobal.net
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WATER Mary Vogelson (Dallas) mmev@swbell.net 

Welcome to water in the 84th Ses-
sion of Texas Water Wars! …And you 
thought the funding disputes of the 
last session were exciting-- well just 
stay tuned. 

Here’s a quick primer for this ses-
sion: 

The drought impact has finally got-
ten the attention of both the citizens 

and the courts in the last two years. We will see what the 
Legislature makes of it all now. There is, of course, no 
recognition of “climate change”, but the heat and dry 
weather changes have definitely made an impact on the 
attitudes across the state for water: who owns it, who sells 
it, who buys it, how do we protect groundwater, how 
much do we pay for new reservoirs in drought-stricken 
areas. These are just the beginning of the complicated 
problems of water in Texas. 

1. New issues have started to “rock” our complacency 
(What? You don’t live near the “new” earthquake 
zones?) and are increasing the friction between urban 
planning/growth areas and rural agricultural/ livestock 
areas. In addition, while oil prices are causing head-
aches in the “fracking fields”, all of us are beginning to 
understand the large amounts of fresh or ground wa-
ter being used faster than rains or recharge rates re-
turn the water. Are the toxic frack water injection dis-

posal wells causing problems? Are the overdraws and 
over allocations of both surface and ground water be-
ginning to be felt more acutely by all of us? 

2. Remember: Texas water laws are many and compli-
cated, but the discussion of surface water and 
groundwater is even more contorted as the so-called 
“rule of capture” gives the landowner ownership 
rights to “produce” the water under his/her land 
without restriction. The right to use, sell, or leave wa-
ter in the ground is whatever the owner wishes. Sur-
face water is still considered a state-owned resource 
held in trust for all citizens. 

Funding concerns for the State Water Plan are still an is-
sue, but with the statewide passage of the Water Infra-
structure Funds from the last session, finance is not the 
most urgent topic this time around. So far this session, it 
looks like there will be more focus on reclaiming water, 

refining conservation and reuse of water, andof course 
trying to mediate the disputes between rural and urban 
demands, groundwater sales, preservation of aquifers, and 
intraregional water plan disputes. Already there are a cou-
ple of early bills trying to force more use of brackish water 
where possible in cases like frack water demands.  

Resources like “Stateimpact.npr.org/Texas” and 
the Texastribune.org are still excellent. Please do check 
your LWV-TX handbook for our positions! 

 

Status of other issues the League lobbies on this legislative session  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM  

There is no report on bills on this issue. 

OPEN GOVERNMENT Linda Pavlik (Fort Worth/Tarrant County) lindap@pavlikandassociates.com

Open government is one of the 
tenets of democracy, and it is 
democracy—and the threats 
against it—that sustain and moti-
vate the League of Women Voters 
in so many of our activities. Un-
fortunately, not everyone be-
lieves in—or wants—
transparency, and legislation has 
been filed to weaken open gov-

ernment laws in the State of Texas. 

On the national level, the Freedom of Information Act ap-
plies to all federal agencies and branches of the govern-
ment. On the state level, the Texas Open Meetings Act 
and the Texas Public Information Act require state, re-
gional, and local taxing jurisdictions to be accountable to 
the public and to “open” records and financials for public 
view.  

There is no report on bills this issue. 

mailto:mmev@swbell.net
http://stateimpact.npr.org/Texas
http://texastribune.org/
mailto:lindap@pavlikandassociates.com
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AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  ooff  JJuussttiiccee  
  

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net 

The League will promote a moratori-
um on the death penalty while an 
official study is conducted and sup-
port the option of life sentence with-
out parole in capital cases.  

 

There is no report on bills this issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DRUG LAWS AND POLICIES Elaine Talarski (San Antonio) bookdoll99@gmail.com 

The LWV-TX supports education and 
drug treatment programs as an alter-
native to incarceration. The following 
prefilled bills contain provisions for 
reducing penalties related to drug 
conviction offenses. The bills include 
education and drug treatment in lieu 
of incarceration for certain drug-

related offenses under community supervision. 

HB 507 (Moody) SUPPORT This bill has been filed, but has 
not been assigned to a committee. The bill relates to a civil 
penalty for possession of certain amounts of marihuana and 
an exception to prosecution for possession of drug-
associated paraphernalia. The court may waive or reduce the 
civil penalty if the person subject to a civil penalty attends a 
program that provides education in substance abuse.  

 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING Meg Scott-Johnson (Kerrville) megdscott@earthlink.com 

The League supports legislation to 
prevent the exploitation of humans, 
or human trafficking; to prosecute 
traffickers; to protect victims and 
survivors of human trafficking. 
 
Human Trafficking Bills Filed as of 
January 23, 2015: 
 
HB 188 (Thompson) SUPPORT Re-
lating to the continuation and du-
ties of the Human Trafficking Pre-

vention Task Force. 
HB 416 (Riddle) WATCH Requiring personnel of abortion 
facilities and certain other facilities performing abortions to 
complete training on human trafficking. 
HB 148 (Menendez) SUPPORT Relating to the consumption 
of alcoholic beverages on certain premises; providing a pen-
alty and authorizing a fee.  
 

Excerpt: Sec. 56.06. … the applicant has had a license or 
permit canceled during the preceding 12 months as a result 
of a shooting, stabbing, or other violent act, or as a result of 
an offense involving drugs, prostitution, or trafficking of per-
sons. …  
 
Excerpt: SECTION 3.Section 104.07(a), Alcoholic Beverage Code, is 
amended to read as follows: The holder of a permit or license … 
28, 32, 56, 69, or 71, other than the holder of a food and beverage 
certificate, shall display a sign containing the following notice in  
English and in Spanish: 
 
WARNING: Obtaining forced labor or services is a crime  
under Texas law.  
Call the national human trafficking  
hotline: 1-888-373-7888. You may remain anonymous. 

IMMIGRATION Janet Monteros (El Paso) janet.monteros@att.net

 

LWV-TX supports appropriate state services for undocumented immigrants, especially in the areas of 

education and healthcare. It will monitor any attempt to curb civil rights of immigrants. 

 

 

There is no report on bills this issue. 

 
 

CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE JUSTICE  

There is no report on bills this newsletter issue. 

mailto:bookdoll99@gmail.com
mailto:megdscott@earthlink.com
mailto:janet.monteros@att.net


 8 

SSoocciiaall  PPoolliiccyy//HHuummaann  RReessoouurrcceess  
  

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT Joyce Robinson (Sherman/Grayson County) jbrobinson@suddenlink.net 
 

  

The League supports the devel-
opment and implementation of 
adequate legislation, policies, 
services, and programs to pro-
tect children from abuse and 
neglect. 

 

 

There is no report on bills this newsletter issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD HEALTH CARE Grace Chimene (Austin) gchimenelwv.@gmail.com 
 

The League wants to ensure that state budget cuts do not 
undermine children’s access to health 
care. Improve enrollment and reten-
tion for CHIP and Children’s Medicaid, 
and maintain effective delivery sys-
tems for both. Preserve Texas’ public 
health safety net.  
 
There is no report on Child Health 
Care bills in this newsletter issue. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD Marlene Lobberecht (Houston Area) marlene@lobberecht.com 

With 1 out of 11 U.S. children currently living in Texas, the 
way we treat our children will determine the future of our 

state and in many ways the future 
of our country. We can make no 
smarter investment than helping 
Texas children thrive. Governor Ab-
bott wisely called for expanding 
access to quality pre-Kindergarten, 
because the best time to help Texas 
children is early in their lives. Only 
52 percent of Texas 4-year-old chil-
dren attend public pre-K, despite 

data showing that participation in quality pre-K programs is 
associated with improved reading/math scores and increased 
graduation rates. As Governor Abbott said in his inaugural 
speech, "[…] our children transcend politics," and "we know 
too many still live on the fringe of opportunity." Cost-
effective investments in early education will guarantee a 
more competitive workforce and a more engaged society in 
the future. 

Bills that LWV-Texas is following: 

HB 49 (Gonzáles) SUPPORT relating to a requirement for 
school districts to report K-12 class size to the Texas Educa-
tion Agency. 

HB 51 (Gonzáles) SUPPORT relating to limits on the size of 
kindergarten classes in public schools. 

HB 124 (Martinez Fischer) SUPPORT relating to the availabil-
ity of free public school prekindergarten programs when 15 
children are identified. 

HB 173 (Alvarado) SUPPORT requiring information be re-
ported in PEIMS by a public school district regarding pre-
kindergarten classes. 

HB 186 (Thompson, Senfronia) SUPPORT relating to the 
availability of free public school prekindergarten programs 
when 15 children are identified. 

HB 223 (Guillen) SUPPORT relating to acceptable conduct of 
students in kindergarten regarding pretend guns. 

HB 256 (Howard) SUPPORT relating to use of compensatory 
education allotment funding to provide assistance with child 
care to students at risk of dropping out of school. 

HB 296 (Wu) SUPPORT regulates class size of certain pre-
kindergarten programs offered by a school district.  

HB 355 (Gonzáles) SUPPORT creates a task force to evaluate 
kindergarten and special education class size limits in public 
schools. 

HB 391 (Muñoz, Jr.) SUPPORT providing free full-day pre-
kindergarten for certain children. 

HB 424 (Dutton) SUPPORT providing free full-day pre-
kindergarten for certain children. 

HB 532 (McClendon) SUPPORT providing the ability of a non-
exempt employee to participate in certain academic, extra-

mailto:jbrobinson@suddenlink.net
mailto:gchimenelwv.@gmail.com
mailto:marlene@lobberecht.com
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curricular, and developmental activities of the employee's 
child. 

HB 537 (Anchia) & companion SB 250 (Garcia) SUPPORT 
providing information on the supplementary birth certificate 
of an adopted child. 

HB 588 (Hernandez) WATCH restricting certain state and 
school district assessments of public school students in pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten. 

HB 617 (Deshotel) SUPPORT establishes the office of early 
learning within the Texas Education Agency collecting early 
childhood data from other agencies. 

HB 788 (Miller, Rick) SUPPORT relating to the regulation of 
certain child-care facilities and increasing a fee. 

SB 23 (Zaffirini) SUPPORT relating to providing free full-day 
prekindergarten for all eligible children. 

SB 54 (Nelson) OPPOSE requires drug testing of certain per-
sons seeking benefits under the Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) program. 

SB 72 (Ellis) SUPPORT relating to the availability of free pre-
kindergarten programs in public schools with 15 children 
identified. 

SB 73 (Ellis) SUPPORT limiting the size of pre-kindergarten 
classes to 18 in public schools. 

HEALTH CARE for THOSE OF LESSER MEANS and for OLDER TEXANS 
Lynda Ender (Dallas) LEnder@theseniorsource.org 

So far, fewer bills than usual have been 
filed at the beginning of the State Legis-
lative Session. The following bills have 
already been filed. We will be studying 
and monitoring them. 

Medicaid expansion will be raised 
again, but few are optimistic. 

State Senate Bills: 

SB 89 (Ellis) SUPPORT - Relating to the expansion of eligibility 
for medical assistance to certain persons under the federal 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

SB 90 (Ellis) SUPPORT - Relating to notice and prior approval 
of health benefit plan rates. 

SB 187 ( Creighton) SUPPORT - Relating to a defense to pros-
ecution not accepted that Medicaid has recouped funds for 
the offense of Medicaid fraud. 

SB 277 (Schwertner) SUPPORT - Would develop a volunteer 
advocate program for the elderly receiving services from or 
under vices agency. 

SB 304 (Schwertner) SUPPORT - Relating to the abuse and 
neglect of residents of rehabilitation and nursing facilities 
and loss of license. 

SB 322 (Schwertner) SUPPORT - Relating to access to phar-
macists, pharmacies, and pharmaceutical care under certain 
health benefit plans.  

SJR 16 (Campbell) OPPOSE - Proposes a constitutional 
amendment relating to the rights of individuals to choose or 
decline to choose to purchase health insurance coverage. 

State House Bills: 

HB 116 (Martinez Fischer) SUPPORT - Relating to expanding 
eligibility for benefits under the Medicaid program 

HB 185 (Zedler) SUPPORT –  forbidssss a health benefit plan 

issuer to deny benefits for a refillregardless of whether the 

refill is earlyof a prescription drug that is covered under the 
plan and for which benefits have previously been paid under 
the plan if the quantity limit, if applicable, for the drug has 
not been exceeded after the refill. 

HB 334 (Ashby) SUPPORT - It is not a defense to prosecution 
under this section that the Medicaid program has received or 
recouped funds representing repayment, wholly or partly, for 
the fraudulent act or acts that are the basis for the criminal 
charge for which the defendant is indicted. 

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS Linda Camin (Dallas) lrcamin@hotmail.com 
 

LWV-TX supports maintenance of current funding for 
treatment of serious mental 
illnesses and substance abuse. 
Texas ranks near the bottom of 
all the states in per-capita 
spending on public mental 
health and substance abuse 

treatment. Lack of access to treatment drives up the cost 
of health care, law enforcement, and  
criminal justice, in addition to preventable losses in func-
tionality, productivity, and employability. Economist Ray 
Perryman estimates that every dollar spent on mental 
health services yields a return on investment of $23.  

No report on bills in this newsletter issue. 

http://www.texastribune.org/session/83R/bills/SB76/
http://www.texastribune.org/session/83R/bills/SB76/
http://www.texastribune.org/session/83R/bills/SB76/
mailto:LEnder@theseniorsource.org
mailto:lrcamin@hotmail.com
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HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS Lynn Walshak (Houston Area) lwalshak@sbcglobal.net

LWV-TX supports laws relating to mandato-
ry homeowner associations which would 
protect against unreasonable foreclosure 
on homesteads, assure priority of pay-
ments, assure secret ballots and protect 

against fraudulent elections, and assure that homeowners 
have access to meetings and records. 
 

No report on bills in this newsletter issue.

NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrcceess  
  

AIR QUALITY & CLIMATE CHANGE Laura Blackburn (Houston Area) laura2blackburn@yahoo.com

HB 190 (Burkett) OPPOSE This bill 
was introduced in the last session 
and failed to pass. It relates to the 
regulatory analysis that the TECQ 
must make before passing any rules 
including benefit and cost analysis, 
including compliance costs of state 
agencies, local governments, the 
public, and affected regulated enti-
ties. It is an effort to slow down any 

rules that TCEQ might consider. This bill was introduced last 
year by Burkett in the House and Hegar in the Senate. Nei-
ther bill got out of committee. Let’s hope it has the same fate 
this session! 

HB 457 (McClendon) OPPOSE $250 million currently going to 
the Texas Emissions Reduction Fund (TERP) will be diverted 
to the rail relocation and improvement fund each fiscal year. 
We have supported TERP funding for many years. It comes 
from a tax on vehicles used to remove “clunkers” and reduce 
emissions causing ozone. Even non-environmentalists sup-
port TERP and have shown that it is a fiscally-responsible way 
to address these emissions reductions. 

HB 624 (Pickett) OPPOSE TERP has been receiving $5 from 
the Texas Mobility Fund from registration fees of vehicles. 
This amount would be deleted by the action of this bill. 

HB 652 (Isaac) WATCH Under this bill some expiration dates 
are extended and some are shortened. We will see what 
happens in this interesting bill. 

SB 77 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill relates to the development of 
a climate adaptation plan by many agencies. The bill was in-
troduced in 2013 and did not get out of committee. Let’s 
hope we have better luck this time! 

SB 78 (Ellis) SUPPORT The Texas Water Development Board 
is the subject of this bill that requires that the state water 
plan must include an assessment of the best available science 
related to trends in factors affecting future water availability, 
including precipitation, evaporation, storage capacity, and 
environmental flow needs. It also includes future water use, 
including technologies for water conservation, purification 
and reuse. It directs the TWDB to give consideration to use 
the environmentally best available science relating to fore-
casting future water availability, the environmental flow 
standards and environmental flow set-asides, and the con-
struction and improvement of not only surface water but 
also groundwater resources. We like this bill! 

ENERGY Penny Miller (Wichita Falls) pmiller737@aol.com

No report on bills in this newsletter issue.

HAZARDOUS WASTE Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net

 The League will support safe transportation 
handling and disposal of radioactive materi-
als. Support legislation promoting recycling 
efforts, in particular for electronic waste.  

Efforts will be made to take the decision away from cities 
from local control or in other words bills will be presented to 
undermine cities right to ban plastic bags and drilling within 
their city. In addition, efforts are being made to allow trans-
portation of high-level radioactive waste across the public 
highways and on rail lines to Andrews County for storage.

 TRANSPORTATION Edie Jones (Tarrant County) edithsjones@hotmail.com 

The biggest issue with multiple bills on 

the subjectinvolves funding. How much 
money is available from Proposition 1, 
which passed in November handily in all 
parts of the state? Final figures not availa-
ble. Should Texas continue to transfer 
money from the State Highway Fund to 

other agencies such as Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality? If no monies are transferred, where would addition-
al sources of revenue come from? Bills in both House and 
Senate have various plans for Transportation, which is a pri-
ority for both Governor and Lt. Governor. 
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