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What a week! Governor Abbott told us his priorities (again) and, as I mentioned before, 

some we share. More and more bills are being sent to committee, and some committees have 

begun holding hearings. The first bill was passed on February 18 and more will follow. The Sen-

ate Finance Committee continues to hold hearings daily, with few breaks, covering entire parts 

of Senate Bill 2, which is the Senate Appropriations Bill. It’s long and it’s complicated. I have 

worked with the budget before−and even covering one part of one Article−the budget is divid-

ed into 12 Articles−takes time. 

 Meanwhile, our issue chairs who work with Health & Human Services have created testi-

mony for three of the HHRS areas: Medicaid, Early Childhood Intervention, and Women’s Health. Health & Human Services is 

in Article II of the Senate Appropriations Bill. Thanks go to Marlene Lobberecht, Julie Lowenberg, and Grace Chimene for tak-

ing the time to write these testimonies. I wish to particularly single out Grace, who consolidated these remarks into one doc-

ument after discovering that we could make only one presentation. And the presentation was limited to 3 minutes! She was 

up late making copies of all of these papers. This is the first time we have had this problem—our issue chairs are focusing on 

the funding needed for our priorities, which is absolutely essential for work to go forward. Good for them! 

Lobby Days have come and gone, and all of us learned about our priority issues, reviewed our priorities, and went forth to 

lobby our legislators. We had about 75 members attend and we covered the capitol and they met with over 100 legislators! 

We are instituting a new element to our Legislative Newsletter by giving you the names of legislators that we have visited, 

the name of the issue chair, and Capitol Corps member, and the issue that was discussed. Not only do we want you to know 

what we are doing, we want you to help!  Here’s the first list, which brings you up to date since January 12! 
 

Thank you all.  
   Laura Blackburn, LWV-Texas Advocacy Vice President 

A “capitol” idea for keeping up with the latest news from Austin. 
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Legislators Visited Since January 12 
 

Legislator LWV Issue Issue Chair Date LWV Contact 

     Rep. Donna Howard Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 1/12/2015 Grace Chimene + Cinde 

Rep. Paul Workman Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 1/14/2015 Grace + Cinde 

Rep. Celia Israel Voting/Elections Cinde Weatherby 1/15/2015 Cinde + J. Parken 

Rep. Eddie Rodri-
guez Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 1/21/2015 Cinde + B. Frandsen 

Rep. Dukes Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 1/26/2015 Cinde + Grace 

Rep. Uresti Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 1/30/2015 Cinde + Grace 

Lt. Gov. Patrick Coverage Gap Linda Ender 2/6/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Springer Coverage Gap Cinde Weatherby 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep Ashby Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Bonnen Online Voter Reg. Linda Ender 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Thompson Coverage Gap Linda Ender 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep Paddie Coverage Gap Linda Ender 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Fallon Coverage Gap Linda Ender 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Collier Coverage Gap Linda Ender 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Sen. Sylvia Garcia Payday Loans Study Elizabeth Erkel 2/13/2015 Grace Chimene 

Rep. Celia Israel Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 2/18/2015 Cinde Weatherby 

Rep. Eric Johnson 0nline Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 2/18/2015 Cinde Weatherby 

Rep. Eric Johnson Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 2/18/2015 Cinde Weatherby 

Rep. Carol Alvarado Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby 2/18/2015 Cinde Weatherby 

All Lege Offices + Lt. 
Gov. Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby Grace, S. Speight, B. Singleton, B. 

 

Koegler 

Rep. Gene Wu Online Voter Reg. Cinde Weatherby   Cinde Weatherby 
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LWV-Texas Legislative Advocacy for the 84th Texas Legislature 
Listed below are those issues on which we have a position, along with the issue chair who is following them.  

GOVERNMENT 
Constitutional Revision - Sandy Ashby, The Woodlands 
Support the revision of the State Constitution to make it a 
framework of basic law.  
Education:Public School Funding, Testing, and Ac-
countability Janet Imhoff, McKinney Promote adequate 
state funding for public schools, and changes in the state’s 
accountability rating system to make it more fair and less 
punitive. 
Election Laws-Texas/Voting Rights Cinde Weatherby, 
Austin Support election laws that facilitate citizen participa-
tion and voter convenience as well as monitor all legislation 
relating to HAVA. 

Open Government – Linda Pavlik, Dallas Promote 
transparency and public partcipation in government. 
Political Campaign Process- Support fair campaign fi-
nance laws to promote equitable competition among candi-
dates, protect citizens’ right to know, and combat corrup-
tion and undue influence.  
Public Policy on Reproductive Choice/Women’s 
Health Julie Lowenberg, Dallas Promote and protect 
women’s access to health care, including all aspects of re-
productive health.  

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 
Capital Punishment – Susybelle Gosslee ,Dallas Promote 
a moratorium on the death penalty while an official study is 
conducted. Support the option of life sentence without pa-
role in capital cases. 
Criminal Justice –Support a professional parole and pro-
bation staff and work to decrease their caseload. Provide a 
secure prison environment with maximum education oppor-
tunities. 
Drug Laws and Policies - Elaine Talarski, San Antonio 
Support treatment programs for drug abuse and addiction as 
an alternative to incarceration. 

Human Trafficking −−−− Meg Scott-Johnson, Kerrville Sup-
port legislation to prevent the exploitation of humans, hu-
man trafficking; to prosecute traffickers; to protect victims 
and survivors of human trafficking. 

Immigration −−−− Janet Monteros, El Paso Support state 
services for undocumented immigrants, especially in the are-
as of education and healthcare. Monitor any attempt to curb 
civil rights of immigrants. 
Juvenile Justice- Support and fund substance abuse treat-
ment, mental health needs, and education for youth at risk 
and for those incarcerated. 

 

SOCIAL POLICY/HUMAN RESOURCES 
Child Abuse and Neglect - Joyce Robinson, Austin Area  
Support the development and implementation of adequate 
legislation, policies, services, and programs to protect chil-
dren from abuse and neglect. 
Child Health – Grace Chimene, Austin Ensure that state 
budget cuts do not undermine children’s access to health 
care. Improve enrollment and retention for CHIP and Chil-
dren’s Medicaid, and maintain effective delivery systems for 
both. Preserve Texas’ public health safety net. 
Early Childhood - Marlene Lobberecht, Houston Support 
early childhood education professional development. Expand 
access to high quality pre-kindergarten. Improve safe care 
for infants and toddlers.  
Health Care System for the Elderly–Lynda Ender, Dal-
las Support increased funding to provide adequate programs 
to serve the elderly 

Health Care for Those of Lesser Means – Lynda End-
er, Dallas Provide basic health care services for those who 
are unable to pay. Basic services include emergency care, 
primary care, preventive care, care for catastrophic illness, 
nutrition, substance abuse treatment, and health education. 
Homeowner Associations – Lynn Walshak, Houston Ar-

ea 

Support laws relating to mandatory homeowner associa-

tions which would protect against unreasonable foreclosure 

on homesteads, assure priority of payments, assure secret 

ballots and protect against fraudulent elections, and assure 

that homeowners have access to meetings and records. 

Services for People with Behavioral Health Needs – 

Linda Camin, Dallas Maintain and increase funding for ser-

vices to persons with serious mental illness, and include 

post-crisis and crisis prevention community care.  

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Air Quality & Climate Change - Laura Blackburn, 
Houston Area Support air quality and climate change legisla-
tion. 
Energy - Penny Miller, Wichita Falls Promote incentives for 
renewable and clean energy sources and energy conserva-
tion. Monitor the building of coal-fired plants and nuclear 
power plants. Promote energy policy to reduce global 
warming. 
Hazardous Waste – Susybelle Gosslee, Dallas Support 
safe transportation, handling, and disposal of radioactive ma-

terials. Support legislation promoting recycling efforts, in 
particular for electronic waste. 
Transportation - Edie Jones, Fort Worth Increase funding 
for public roads, mass transit, and light rail. 
Water - Mary Vogelson, Dallas Support funding for safe 
and adequate water supplies, using sound ecologi-
cal/economic strategies that emphasize conservation. Sup-
port enhanced protection for environmental flows; Texas 
rivers, bays, and estuaries 
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LWV-Texas Expert Background and Analyses and  
Bills Filed in the Texas House & Senate 

Priority Issues 
 

EDUCATION/PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE & PUBLIC SCHOOL TESTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Janet Imhoff (McKinney) janet.imhoff@att.net 

We are now following 59 bills, not count-

ing the pre-K bills, which you will find in 

the Early Childhood Issue report. Some 

interesting patterns are emerging: nine 

bills want to eliminate the writing and So-

cial Studies assessments in grades 4, 7, and 

even in high school. I am not supporting 

these bills at this time even though we 

support reduced testing, but this seems as 

if it might be unwise. Another eight bills want to tinker with 

the current school finance system, even before the Supreme 

Court rules. 

The following bills have been referred to committee (which 

means they are now alive): 

SB 240 (Watson) SUPPORT The state’s contribution to fi-

nancing public education should not decrease as a result of 

increased property values. Referred to Education 1/28/15. 

SB 243 (Watson) SUPPORT The Education Commissioner 

should update the cost of education index. Referred to Edu-

cation 1/28/15. 

SB 244 (Watson) WATCH Would eliminate cost of education 

adjustment regarding salaries. Referred to Education 

1/24/15. 

SB 246 (Watson) WATCH Relates to the basic allotment and 

equalized wealth level under the Foundation School Pro-

gram. Referred to Education 1/28/15. 

SB 247 (Watson) WATCH Relates to the equalized wealth 

level and guaranteed yield under the public school finance 

system. Referred to Education 1/28/15. 

SB 276 (Campbell) OPPOSE The Taxpayer Savings Grant 

voucher bill. Referred to Education 1/28/15. 

SB 451 (Seliger) WATCH Would eliminate writing assess-

ment, including spelling and grammar in grades 4 and 7, and 

eliminate Social Studies assessment in grade 8. Referred to 

Education 2/09/15. 

SB 452 (Seliger) SUPPORT Would administer the Texas Suc-

cess Initiative assessment instrument to 10
th

 grade students 

for diagnostic purposes. Referred to Education 2/09/15. 

SB 454 (Seliger) SUPPORT Relates to the alignment of college 

readiness standards with TEKS. Referred to Education 

2/09/15.  

SB 520 (West) WATCH Would establish a Texas Opportunity 

School District for educating students at certain low perform-

ing campuses. Referred to Education 2/18/15. 

SB 556 (Garcia) WATCH Would require a comprehensive re-

view by the TEA of weights, allotments, and adjustments un-

der the public school finance system. Referred to Education 

2/18/15. 

HB 47 (M. Martinez) SUPPORT The Education Commissioner 

should annually set a salary schedule for teachers consistent 

with the national average. Referred to Public Education 

2/09/15. 

HB 51 (Gonzalez) SUPPORT Would limit class size to 28 stu-

dents in grades 5-8. Referred to Public Education 2/09/15.  

HB 56 (Gonzalez) SUPPORT Would create a task force to 

evaluate English language proficiency standards. Referred to 

Public Education 2/09/15. 

HB 125 (Martinez Fischer) SUPPORT Relates to studying the 

cost of education index by the Legislative Budget Board. Re-

ferred to Public Education 2/11/15. 

HB 171 (Alvarado) SUPPORT Would extend the 22 student 

class limit to 5
th

 grade. Referred to Public Education 2/09/15. 

Referred to Public Education 2/09/15. 

HB 355 (Gonzalez) SUPPORT Would create a task force to 

evaluate class size limits. Referred to Public Education 

2/12/15. 

HB 374 (Simmons) OPPOSE Would require SBOE approval to 

offer Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate 

courses in public high schools. Referred to Public Education 

2/12/15. 

HB 406 (Gonzalez) SUPPORT Would create a task force to 

determine alternative methods of assessment of student and 

district performance. Referred to Public Education 2/16/15. 

HB 407 (Gonzalez) SUPPORT Would allow school district se-

lection of alternative assessment method in place of state 

assessment instruments. Referred to Public Education 

2/16/15. 

HB 513 (Moody) SUPPORT Would not allow a district to 

compensate a teacher on the basis of student performance. 

Referred to Public Education 2/16/15. 

HB 654 (Aycock) SUPPORT Relates to public school finance 

and the formation of school finance districts. Referred to 

Public Education 2/19/15. 
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HB 662 (Dutton) WATCH Only the performance of African 

American students may be considered for accountability 

purposes. Referred to Public Education 2/19/15. 

SJR 21 (Watson) WATCH Proposes a constitutional amend-

ment increasing the amount of the residence homestead 

exemption from ad valorem taxation for public school pur-

poses… Referred to Finance 2/02/15. We are not opposing 

this at this time, because Watson has filed a bill to increase 

funding for maintenance and operations (SB 595). 

SJR 28 (Bettencourt) OPPOSE Proposes a constitutional 

amendment increasing the amount of the residence home-

stead exemption from ad valorem taxation for public school 

purposes… Referred to Finance 2/11/15. 

ELECTION LAWS/TEXAS VOTING RIGHTS Cinde Weatherby (Austin) cindeweatherby@gmail.com
 

Voter Registration 

We are actively supporting voter 

registration modernization through 

passage of online voter registration 

(OVR). OVR is more secure, more 

cost efficient, and more accurate 

than using handwritten cards that 

must then be transcribed. 

Since the previous LNL, most of the House bills filed have 

been referred to the House Elections Committee: 

 HB 312 (Harless) SUPPORT, HB 76 (Israel) SUPPORT, HB 

444 (Johnson) SUPPORT, HB 446 (Johnson) SUPPORT.  

SB 405 (Rodriguez) SUPPORT Unrelated to OVR, SB 405 

was filed to allow voters to register at polling places during 

early voting. 

Voter ID 

Previously filed Voter ID bills were also referred to House 

Elections: HB 295 (Canales) SUPPORT, HB 447 (Johnson) 

SUPPORT, HB 534 (Nevarez) SUPPORT, HB 535 (Nevarez) 

SUPPORT, and HB 536 (Nevarez) SUPPORT. 

Vote by Mail 

Encouraging voting by mail is consistent with LWV-Texas’s 

goal for increasing voter participation and offering more 

convenient mechanisms. Previously mentioned House vote 

by mail bills are yet to be referred, but additional bills have 

been filed. These include several to extend the time period 

of the vote by mail application or possibly make it easier to 

request: HB 1540 (Thompson, Senfronia) SUPPORT, HB 

1198 (Israel) SUPPORT, and HB 1659 (Miller, Rick) 

WATCH,  

HB 1448 (Sheets) OPPOSE Would require voters to provide 

a thumbprint with each vote by mail ballot and the Secre-

tary of State to forward a thumbprint kit with each mailed 

ballot. 

Bills refining or expanding vote by mail include:  

SB 384 (Uresti) SUPPORT Would provide for an electronic 

request for vote by mail; it has been referred to State Af-

fairs.  

SB 86 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill would allow any eligible 

voter to vote by mail; it was referred to State Affairs. 

Young Voter Engagement 

Previously mentioned bills to empower young voters were 

also referred to House Elections: HB 428 (How-

ard/Stickland) SUPPORT and HB 587 (Hernandez) 

SUPPORT. 

WOMEN’S HEALTH/REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE Julie Lowenberg (Dallas) jmlowenberg@sbcglobal.net 

 Access to Safe, Legal Abortions 

LWV-TX opposes proposed legislation 

that would further restrict women’s and 

girls’ constitutional right to choose an 

abortion: 

���� SB 575 (Taylor) and HB 1435 (Smithee) 

OPPOSE – Companion bills that, in antici-

pation of Texas setting up health benefit 

exchanges under the federal Affordable 

Care Act, would prohibit these exchanges 

from providing abortion coverage except 

when a life-threatening physical condition exists or when 

there is risk of irreversible physical impairment of a major 

bodily function should the pregnancy continue. There is 

no such exception for psychological or emotional condi-

tions.  

LWV-TX supports proposed legislation intended to amelio-

rate some previously enacted laws that make it more diffi-

cult to obtain a safe, legal abortion:  

• HB 1210 (Howard) SUPPORT Would exempt health care 

professionals from penalties for providing patients with 

information that conflicts with statements in the state’s 

informed consent law regulating abortion if, in the pro-

vider’s good faith judgment, compliance with those provi-

sions of the law would be inconsistent with accepted, ev-

idence-based medical practices and ethical standards.  

 

On February 12, Rep. Jessica Farrar, Chair of the Texas 

Women’s Health Caucus, along with Reps. Mary Gonzalez 
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and Donna Howard, convened a press conference to high-

light their policy campaign (Trust. Respect. Access.) aimed at 

improving reproductive care in Texas.  

 

Focus of the press conference was HB 709 (Farrar) SUPPORT 

– see LNL # 1 – that would repeal the requirement enact-

ed in 2011 that a woman wait an additional 24 hours after 

receiving the required sonogram before obtaining an 

abortion. Farrar stated that the additional 24 hour man-

date “has proven to be ineffective, unnecessary, and cru-

el” and “does not change a pregnant woman’s decision.” 

Acknowledging that there is little chance of repeal, Farrar 

stressed that that “does not stop us from talking about 

this, because the worst thing that can happen is that we 

all become silent. …History has shown that because peo-

ple are vocal over time, eventually you have success.”  

Women’s Healthcare Safety Net 

LWV-Texas supports proposed legislation that would expand 

young women’s access to comprehensive reproductive 

health services:  

• SB 468 (Rodriguez) SUPPORT – same as HB 468 (see LNL # 

1)−Would amend the Family Code to provide that an un-

married girl 15 years or older who is the mother of a child 

may consent to examination or treatment related to con-

traception. 
 

LWV-Texas opposes proposed legislation that would make it 

more difficult for women to access vital health services:  
 

On February 19, LWV-TX presented testimony at a hearing 

of the Senate Finance Committee OPPOSING the rider in the 

Senate budget bill that would reduce or eliminate Planned 

Parenthood’s participation in the Breast and Cervical Cancer 

Screening program – see LNL #2: “This latest attempt to ex-

clude Planned Parenthood from receiving government funds 

does nothing to promote public health and is a thinly veiled 

attempt to punish Planned Parenthood and prevent it from 

providing vital, preventive health care because the option of 

a safe, legal abortion is one of the many services that 

Planned Parenthood offers to women.” 

Comprehensive, Medically Accurate Sexuality Education 

LWV-TX opposes proposed legislation that would make it 

more difficult for public schools to teach comprehensive, 

medically accurate sexuality education: 

• SB 477 (Kolkhorst)) OPPOSE – same as HB 205 (see LNL # 

1) - Would prevent entities and/or individuals that per-

form abortions or are affiliated with such entities from 

providing instruction or instructional materials for use in 

human sexuality or family planning instruction in public 

schools. 

• HB 1218 (Capriglione) OPPOSE - Would require that any 

public school offering sex education teach that life begins 

at conception. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

These previously reported bills have been assigned to 

Committees:  

House bills: 

• HB 78, HB 205 – Public Education 

• HB 90, HB 467, HB 628 – Public Health 

• HB 113, HB 416, HB 468 – State Affairs 
 

Senate Bills:  

• SB 468 – Health and Human Services 

• SB 477 - Education 
 

WATER Mary Vogelson (Dallas) mmev@swbell.net 

 Water may be one of the League’s 

priorities, but unfortunately the real 

problems that are appearing across 

the state are seemingly NOT a legis-

lative priority this session. That may 

change?  

Real and difficult questions are being 

fought throughout the State over 

rules, enforcement powers, and con-

trol over areas within and without 

Groundwater Conservation Districts (GCDs). In addition, 

ALL of our surface water rights are "over allocated" 

through permits that would also have to be litigated if the 

current drought continues.  

Note: TWDB=Texas Water Development Board; 

RWPG=Regional Water Planning Group. 

SB78 (Ellis) SUPPORT Relates to the matters to be consid-

ered in developing the state water plan. This is the one bill 

that the League is currently ready to support. 

Right now the legislature is just sort of "tweaking" the 

edges, so until further action I am saying just WATCH ( no 

movement or "quaking" yet) for EACH of the following bills 

recently filed: 

HB1184 (Paddie) WATCH Would set up eligibility for all 

local government alternative fuel programs to receive en-

ergy savings performance contracts. 

HB1088 (Marquez) WATCH Would establish a Texas Tech-

nological Center for Innovation and Desalination jointly 

with UT El Paso and UT San Antonio. 

HB928 (Guillen) and SB329 (Hinojosa) WATCH Would as-

sure assistance with local drought preparedness, develop 

public recognition programs for water conservation, moni-

tor progress of conservation strategies, etc. 

HB 835, HB 836, and HB 30 (Larson) WATCH All these bills 

relate to research, development, and utilization of brack-

ish groundwater resources, and to aid in conservation that 

thus reduces reliance on fresh groundwater. 
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HB655 (Larson) WATCH Relates to storage and recovery of 

water in aquifers, adding fees and surcharges to these ac-

tions. 

HB632 (Simpson) WATCH THIS IS THE MOST INTERESTING 

ONE SO FAR: Would limit the construction of water pro-

jects proposed by one region to be built in another region 

without a majority vote by the region NOT proposing the 

project. While this would apply statewide, the initial im-

pact would definitely change the TWDB's current ruling on 

the Marvin Nichols reservoir to be built in Region D but 

proposed by and built mainly for Region C. 

HB163 (Larson) WATCH ANOTHER OF PARTICULAR 

INTEREST Establishes the Southwestern States Water 

Commission as an advisory group to the Governor and Leg-

islature. The commission would cooperate with adjoining 

states and Mexico to recommend regional agreements 

providing relief during severe, ongoing droughts.  

HB109 (Taylor, Van) and SB201 (Leach) WATCH Would 

augment some regulations in regard to TCEQ applications 

for water rights. 

HB930 (Miller,Doug) WATCH Would require an oil/gas 

driller to oversee any conversion of oil/gas well to water 

well and would authorize fees to maintain the cost when 

converting to a public water supply. 

HB1153 (Turner,Scott) WATCH Deals with repeals of Jun-

ior water rights when authorizing an inter-basin transfer 

from one river course to another. 

HB1016 (King,Tracy) WATCH Clarifies the impacts, limita-

tions, and meaning of a the designation "unique stream 

segments" in RWPG plans. 

HB949 (Lucio) WATCH Relates to the TWDB's obligation to 

mitigate for system water loss by some public utilities 

when implementing water strategies. 

 

 

Status of other issues the League lobbies on this legislative session 

Government 
 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM  

There are no bills on this issue at this time. 

OPEN GOVERNMENT Linda Pavlik (Fort Worth/Tarrant County) pavlik@pavlikandassociates.com

Open government is one of the 

tenets of democracy, and it is 

democracy—and the threats 

against it—that sustain and moti-

vate the League of Women Voters 

in so many of our activities. Un-

fortunately, not everyone be-

lieves in—or wants—

transparency, and past legislation 

has been filed to weaken open 

government laws in the State of Texas. 

Gov. Greg Abbott has changed Gov. Rick Perry's controversial 

policy of deleting government emails every seven days. 

Emails will remain in place for 30 days before being deleted. 

Abbott created a new position in his office to handle all open 

records requests. Under state law, only correspondence 

deemed to have zero public interest is not considered a pub-

lic record. Abbott's office plans to keep hard copies of im-

portant emails or will have them stored on state servers. 

SB 5 (Otto) OPPOSE Provides for the strategic fiscal reviews 

of state agencies, evaluating the effectiveness and efficiency 

of the agency's policies, management, fiscal affairs, and op-

erations for each agency activity. Opposition is recommend-

ed because the draft legislation exempts any and all infor-

mation− including drafts, data, emails and the like related to 

the review process− to public disclosure until the review is 

finalized.  

SB 177 (Seliger) WATCH and the duplicate bill HB 458 (Flynn) 

WATCH Spell out the governance structure of higher educa-

tion in Texas. The bill speaks to integrity, openness, and hon-

esty. One of numerous provisions would require that a vote 

of the board, committee, subcommittee, task force, or simi-

lar entity be made available to the public on the board's 

website not later than the end of the next business day.  

SB 335 (Taylor of Collin) WATCH Provides special right of 

access, upon request, to confidential district information by 

officers of counties, county boards of school trustees, and 

county boards of education. An officer/board member would 

sign a confidentiality agreement. Whether to make infor-

mation public would ultimately rest with the Attorney Gen-

eral's Office.  

Referred to Business & Commerce Committee, read, filed 

and received by the Senate. 

SB 336 (Taylor of Collin) WATCH Would provide special right 

of access to confidential district information by officers of 

municipalities upon request. An officer would sign a confi-

dentiality agreement. Whether to make information public 

would ultimately rest with the Attorney General's Office.  

Referred to Business & Commerce Committee, read, filed 

and received by the Senate. 
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SB 337 (Taylor of Collin) WATCH Provides special right of 

access to confidential district information to a district direc-

tor/board member upon request. A special district is defined 

as a political subdivision; the term does not include a school 

or hospital district. A board member would sign a confidenti-

ality agreement. Whether to make information public would 

ultimately rest with the Attorney General's Office.  

Referred to Business & Commerce Committee, read, filed 

and received by the Senate. 

HB 898 (Ashby) WATCH Holds water withdrawal reporting 

from ground water wells to be held confidential, if requested 

by owner. It does not apply to wells owned by public entities.  

H 832 (Schaefer) WATCH Requires a physician who performs 

an abortion facility to complete and submit a monthly report 

to the Department of State Health Services on each abortion 

performed there by him/her. The Department's monthly re-

port of aggregate number of abortion performed would not 

disclose physician names.  

HB 1059 (Turner of Tarrant) SUPPORT Relates to the con-

tents of and public access to personal financial statements 

filed by public officials and candidates. The proposed legisla-

tion would lower the threshold of dollar and value amounts 

that must be disclosed.  

HB 1118 (Schofield) OPPOSE Requires that requestors of 

public information provide proof that his or her primary resi-

dence is in Texas.  

Administration of Justice 
 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net 

The League will promote a moratori-

um on the death penalty while an offi-

cial study is conducted and support 

the option of life sentence without 

parole in capital cases.  

We are currently WATCHING these 

bills.  

HB 53 (McClendon) SUPPORT This bill 

relates to the age of criminal responsibility and to certain 

substantive and procedural matters related to that age. 

The US Supreme Court has ruled that children under the 

age of 18 cannot be executed. This law codifies that ruling 

in Texas.  

HB 267 (Miles) SUPPORT This bill relates to the joint or 

separate prosecution of a capital felony charged against 

two or more defendants for a capital felony for which the 

state seeks the death penalty, and the court shall order 

severance as to any two or more defendants who are 

jointly indicted or complained against for a capital felony if 

the state seeks the death penalty for any one of those de-

fendants. This bill addresses the law of parties. The bill has 

been referred to Criminal Jurisprudence and read for the 

first time.  

HB 341 (Dutton) SUPPORT This bill relates to the extent of 

a defendant’s criminal responsibility for the conduct of a 

coconspirator in certain felony cases. This bill has been 

referred to Criminal Jurisprudence.  

HB 564 (Dutton) SUPPORT This bill relates to the admissi-

bility of certain evidence in capital cases in which the state 

seeks the death penalty. The bill states that testimony of 

an informant or of an alleged accomplice of the defendant 

would not be admissible if the testimony is given in ex-

change for a grant or promise by the attorney representing 

the state or by another of immunity from prosecution, 

reduction of sentence or any other form of lenience or 

special treatment. This bill has been referred to Criminal 

Jurisprudence.  

HB 1032 (Dutton) SUPPORT This bill relates to abolishing 

the death penalty. The bill relates to an individual ad-

judged guilty of a capital punishment by imprisonment in 

the Texas Department of Criminal Justice for (1) life, if the 

individual committed the offense when younger than 18 

years; or (2) life without parole, if the individual commit-

ted the offense when 18 years of age or older. This bill has 

not been referred to committee.  

HB 1240 (Walle) WATCH This bill relates to the age of 

criminal responsibility and to certain substantive and pro-

cedural matters related to age. “Child” means a person 

who is 10 years of age or older and under 18 (not 17) years 

old. No person may, in any case, be punished by death for 

an offense committed while the person was younger than 

19 years old. An individual adjudged guilty of a capital fel-

ony in a case in which the state seeks the death penalty 

shall be punished by imprisonment in the Texas Depart-

ment of Criminal Justice for life without parole or by 

death. This bill has not been referred to committee.  

HB 1527 (Farrar) SUPPORT This bill relates to abolishing 

the death penalty and the guilty person shall be punished 

by imprisonment in the Texas Department of Criminal Jus-

tice for life if the person committed the offense when 

younger than 18 years old−and life without parole if the 

individual committed the offense when 18 years of age or 

older. This bill has not been referred to committee.  

HJR 90 (Raymond) OPPOSE This Joint Resolution proposes 

a constitutional amendment to abolish the court of crimi-

nal appeals and establish one supreme court with civil and 

criminal appellate jurisdiction. This resolution has not 

been forwarded.  
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SB 226 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill relates to the applicability 

of the death penalty to a capital offense committed by a 

person with an intellectual disability. The US Supreme 

Court has ruled that a person with intellectual disability 

cannot be executed. The bill has been referred to the 

Criminal Justice Committee. 

SB 260 (Ellis) SUPPORT This bill relates to the caseloads for 

attorneys who are appointed to represent indigent de-

fendants in criminal cases. This bill has been referred to 

the Criminal Justice Committee.

DRUG LAWS AND POLICIES Elaine Talarski (San Antonio) bookdoll99@gmail.com 

The LWV-TX supports education and 

drug treatment programs as an alter-

native to incarceration. The following 

prefilled bills contain provisions for 

reducing penalties related to drug 

conviction offenses. The bills include 

education and drug treatment in lieu 

of incarceration for certain drug-

related offenses under community 

supervision. 

HB 507 (Moody) SUPPORT  The bill was read and assigned to 

the Criminal Jurisprudence Committee on February 16, 2015. 

This bill relates to a civil penalty for possession of certain 

amounts of marihuana and an exception to prosecution for 

possession of drug associated paraphernalia. The bill states 

the court may waive or reduce the civil penalty if the person 

subject to a civil penalty attends a program that provides 

education in substance abuse.    

 

HB 892 (Klick/ Zerwas/ Zedler) SUPPORT This bill would al-

low for dispensing of low THC-cannabis for medical condi-

tions when prescribed by a licensed physician. The bill has 

specific language regarding requirements for organizations 

and individuals to dispense THC-cannabis for medical use. 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING Meg Scott-Johnson (Kerrville) megdscott@earthlink.com 
 

   

HB 10 (Thompson) SUPPORT Relates 

to certain criminal and civil conse-

quences of trafficking of persons, 

compelling prostitution, and certain 

other related criminal offenses; to 

the prevention, prosecution, and 

punishment of those offenses; and 

to compensation paid to victims of 

those offenses. 

 

 HB 416 (Riddle) OPPOSE Relating to requiring personnel of 

abortion facilities and certain other facilities performing 

abortions to complete training on human trafficking. 

SB 536 (Whitmire) SUPPORT Designates certain prostitution 

prevention programs as “programs for commercially sexually 

exploited persons."  

 HB 1549 (McClendon) SUPPORT Relates to non-substantive 

corrections in statutes to references to the Texas Youth 

Commission and Texas Juvenile Probation Commission. 

 

IMMIGRATION Janet Monteros (El Paso) janet.monteros@att.net

 
LWV-TX supports appropriate state services for undocumented immigrants, especially in the areas of 
education and healthcare. It will monitor any attempt to curb civil rights of immigrants. 
 
 
There is no report on bills this issue. 

 

 

CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE JUSTICE  

 
There is no report on bills this newsletter issue. 
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Social Policy/Human Resources 
 

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT Joyce Robinson (Austin Area) jbrobinson@suddenlink.net 
 

The League supports the devel-

opment and implementation of 

adequate legislation, policies, ser-

vices, and programs to protect 

children from abuse and neglect. 

In January the Austin American 

Statesman published a lengthy 

report on its investigation of Child 

Protective Services in Texas. The 

report brought to light missed 

signs that placed children in danger, consequences 

(missing and dead children), and the constant changes 

and turnover in the Department of Family and Protective 

Services (DFPS). In one county, caseworkers were spend-

ing only 26 percent of their time with families in the sys-

tem because of so much paperwork, and the huge case-

loads and low pay of employees have led to a large turn-

over in the department. The problem is not a new one, 

but changes are slow to come. 

In the 2013 legislative session, some bills on closer moni-

toring of and recognizing and reporting child abuse did 

pass. A bill was also passed to appoint a task force to 

decide how to assist the DFPS with its difficult and some-

times thankless job. We’ll see how this plays out. 

 At this time, none of the bills reviewed in LNL 
issue 2 have progressed.

CHILD HEALTH CARE Grace Chimene (Austin) gchimenelwv.@gmail.com 

 Due to the Affordable Care Act, many Texas children who 

qualified for CHIP now qualify for Medicaid. Children on CHIP 

reapply every 6 months, and on Medi-

caid they reapply every year. This is good 

news because a one-year eligibility pro-

vides more consistent insurance cover-

age for children. Another bit of good 

news: the Health and Human Services 

Commission now has a phone App to 

help families with eligibility and keeping 

up with their benefits. Way to go HHSC! 

Healthier families have healthier children. This is why the 

main focus in Child Health is to get the Coverage Gap Closed 

and bring the Federal Medicaid Expansion money to Texas. 

The Children’s Defense Fund is having Expanded Coverage 

Advocacy Day at the Capitol on March 12
th

 . I would be happy 

to provide info graphics for LWV members to use to talk with 

their legislators on closing the coverage gap. 

See Health Care for those of Lesser Means for bills on Medi-

caid Expansion 

HB 839 (Naishtat) SUPPORT  Relates to presumptive eligibil-

ity for the Medicaid and child health plan programs for cer-

tain children. 

HB 1339 (Gutierrez) SUPPORT Relates to the required wait-

ing period for coverage under the child health plan program 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD Marlene Lobberecht (Houston Area) marlene@lobberecht.com 

During the 2011 session, state grants 

supporting full-day pre-kindergarten 

programs for tens of thousands of 

children were eliminated. At a funding 

level of only $30 million in the first 

draft of SB 2, Pre-K expansion is still 

roughly $170 million below the 2010-

2011 level. We support funding full-

day pre-K for all, placing top priority on 

the economically disadvantaged, for 

whom Pre-K access is crucial to equalizing educational oppor-

tunity. Considering that the percentage of economically dis-

advantaged students among the five-million-plus enrolled in 

our public schools now exceeds 60 percent, Pre-K access for 

these children should be a legislative priority. 

Bills that LWV-Texas is following:  

HB 49 (González) SUPPORT Relates to a requirement for 

school districts to report K-12 class size to the Texas Educa-

tion Agency. House referred to Public Education on Feb. 9, 

2015. 

HB 51 (González) SUPPORT Relates to limits on the size of 

kindergarten classes in public schools. House referred to Pub-

lic Education on Feb. 9, 2015. 

HB 124 (Martinez Fischer), HB 186 (Thompson, Senfronia) 

and companion SB 72 (Ellis) SUPPORT Relate to the availabil-

ity of free public school prekindergarten programs when 15 

children are identified. Senate referred SB 72 to the Educa-

tion Committee Jan. 26, 2015. HB 124 referred to Public Edu-

cation on Feb. 11, 2015. HB 186 was referred to Public Educa-

tion on Feb. 9, 2015. 

HB 173 (Alvarado) SUPPORT Requires information be re-

ported in Public Education Information Management System 

(PEIMS) by a public school district regarding prekindergarten 

classes. House referred to Public Education on Feb. 9, 2015. 

HB 223 (Guillen) SUPPORT Relates to acceptable conduct of 

students in kindergarten regarding pretend guns. House was 

referred to Public Education on Feb. 10, 2015.  

HB 256 (Howard) SUPPORT Relates to use of compensatory 

education allotment funding to provide assistance with child 
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care to students at risk of dropping out of school. House re-

ferred to Public Education and scheduled for public hearing 

on Feb. 24, 2015. 

HB 296 (Wu) SUPPORT Would regulate class size of certain 

prekindergarten programs offered by a school district. House 

referred to Public Education on Feb. 11, 2015. 

HB 355 (González) SUPPORT Would create a task force to 

evaluate kindergarten and special education class size limits 

in public schools. House referred to Public Education on Feb. 

12, 2015. 

HB 391 (Muñoz, Jr.) and HB 424 (Dutton) SUPPORT Would 

provide free full-day prekindergarten for certain children. 

House referred to HB 391 and HB 424 Public Education on 

Feb. 16, 2015. 

HB 532 (McClendon) SUPPORT Would allow a nonexempt 

employee to participate in certain academic, extracurricular, 

and developmental activities of the employee's child. House 

referred to Business & Industry Feb. 18, 2015. 

HB 537 (Anchia) & companion SB 250 (Garcia) SUPPORT 

Provide information on the supplementary birth certificate of 

an adopted child. House referred HB 537 to State Affairs Feb. 

19, 2015. 

HB 588 (Hernandez) WATCH Would restrict certain state and 

school district assessments of public school students in pre-

kindergarten and kindergarten. House referred to Public Edu-

cation Feb.18, 2015. 

HB 617 (Deshotel) SUPPORT Would establish the office of 

early learning within the Texas Education Agency, collecting 

early childhood data from other agencies. 

HB 788 (Miller, Rick) SUPPORT Relates to the regulation of 

certain child-care facilities and increasing a fee. 

HB 1100 (Johnson, Farney)  SUPPORT Relates to a gold 

standard full-day prekindergarten program provided by pub-

lic school districts.  

HB 1172 (Alvarado) SUPPORT Would create a program to 

recognize before-school and after-school programs that 

promote healthy eating and physical activity. 

HB 1180 (Burkett) SUPPORT Relates to establishing a child-

care facility database on the Department of Family and Pro-

tective Services' Internet website. 

HB 1188 (Deshotel) SUPPORT Would create a joint interim 

committee to study and make recommendations regarding 

early childhood education. 

HB 1366 (Herrero) SUPPORT Relates to Pre-K student eligibil-

ity for Foundation School Program benefits. 

HB 1521 (Farrar) WATCH Relates to state agency authority to 

establish child-care subsidy programs. 

SB 23 (Zaffirini) SUPPORT Relates to providing free full-day 

prekindergarten for all eligible children. Senate referred to 

the Education Committee Jan. 26, 2015. 

SB 54 (Nelson) OPPOSE Would require drug testing of certain 

persons seeking benefits under the Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families (TANF) program. Senate referred to the 

Health & Human Services Jan. 26, 2015. 

SB 73 (Ellis) SUPPORT Would limit the size of prekindergar-

ten classes to 18 in public schools. Senate referred to the Ed-

ucation Committee Jan. 26, 2015. 

SB 556 (Garcia) SUPPORT Relates to a comprehensive review 

by the Texas Education Agency of weights, allotments, and 

adjustments under the public school finance system, includ-

ing half-day and full-day Pre-K funding. Senate referred to 

Education Feb. 18, 2015. 

SB 623 (Hancock) WATCH Relates to state funding for certain 

children to attend certain private prekindergarten programs. 

This is a first to target Pre-K for transfers of taxpayer funds 

to private operators. The bill comes fast on the heels of a 

failed effort by Commissioner of Education Michael Williams 

to secure federal grant funding for private Pre-K schools. 

HEALTH CARE for THOSE OF LESSER MEANS and for OLDER TEXANS Lynda Ender (Dallas) 

 LEnder@theseniorsource.org 
 

State Senate Bills: 

 

Newly Filed Bill: 

SJR 16 (Campbell)  STUDYING  Propos-

es a constitutional amendment relating 

to the rights of individuals to choose or 

decline to choose to purchase health 

insurance coverage. 

Referred to Business & Commerce 

Committee, 2-2-15 
 

Action on Senate Bills Reported in Past Newsletters: 

Bills Referred to Health & Human Services Committee: 

SB 89, 1-26-15 

SB 277, 1-28-15 

SB 304 (abuse in nursing facilities & loss of license) 2-2-15 

Public Hearing Scheduled for February 25 

SB 373 (oversight of hospitals) 2-2-15               

Public Hearing Scheduled for February 25 

SB 423, 2-4-15 
 

Bills Referred to Business & Commerce Committee: 

SB 90, 1-26-15 

SB 322, 2-2-15 

SB 410, 2-4-15 

Bills Referred to Criminal Justice Committee: 

SB 187, 1-27-15 
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State House Bills: 
 

Newly Filed Bills: 
 

HB 1337 (Naishtat) SUPPORT  Relates to requiring institu-

tions and assisted living facilities to maintain guardianship 

orders of residents. 
 

HB 1739 (Moody) SUPPORT  Increases the personal needs 

allowance for certain Medicaid recipients who are residents 

of long-term care facilities from $60 to $75 a month. 

 

Action on House Bills Reported in Past Newsletters: 
 

Bill Referred to Appropriations: 

HB 116, 2-9-15 
 

Bills Referred to Insurance: 

HB 185, 2-9-15 

HB 574, 2-18-15 

HB 616, 2-19-15 
 

Bill Referred to Criminal Jurisprudence: 

HB 334, 2-12-15 
 

Bill Referred to Human Services: 

HB 550, 2-18-15 
 

Bill Referred to Public Health: 

HB 608, 2-19-15 

SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NEEDS Linda Camin (Dallas) lrcamin@hotmail.com 
 

LWV-TX supports maintenance 

of current funding for treatment 

of serious mental illnesses and 

substance abuse. Texas 

ranks near the bottom of all the 

states in per-capita spending on 

public mental health and sub-

stance abuse treatment. Lack of 

access to treatment drives up 

the cost of health care, law en-

forcement, and criminal justice, in addition to preventable 

losses in functionality, productivity, and employability. 

Economist Ray Perryman estimates that every dollar spent 

on mental health services yields a return on investment of 

$23.  

Several bills regarding open carry of guns are moving through 

the Legislature, certainly relevant to the state’s mental 

health issues.  

LWV-TX is OPPOSED to OPEN CARRY OF GUNS ON COLLEGE 

AND UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES.  

The combination of guns and alcohol at parties will inevitably 

lead to lethal shootings. Vulnerable students contemplating 

suicide should not have easy access to death by firearms. In 

the event of a shooting altercation among several individuals, 

campus police could shoot at all the students, since they 

would not know who is an aggressor and who is a defender. 

Faculty are also extremely vulnerable to disgruntled stu-

dents. Let your legislators know you are against open carry 

of guns on college and university campuses. 

 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS Lynn Walshak (Houston Area) lynnwalshak@gmail.com 

LWV-TX supports laws relating to man-

datory homeowner associations which 

would protect against unreasonable 

foreclosure on homesteads, assure 

priority of payments, assure secret bal-

lots and protect against fraudulent 

elections, and assure that homeowners 

have access to meetings and records. 

 

HB 1335 (Roland Gutierrez) This bill by 

District 119 representative Gutierrez 

would set limits on attorney fees and other costs that may 

be claimed against a homeowner in a foreclosure proceed-

ing, without reference to 209.0092 Judicial Foreclosure 

Required. References are made to Chap. 209. 008, 

209.007, 209.006. Owner is not liable for attorney’s fees if 

they are incurred before a hearing (209.006) but owner’s 

presence is not required at hearing (209.007).  

There is no explanation of computation of fees and costs 

claimed, whether resulting from 209. 0064 Third Party Col-

lections, 209.0062, Alternative Payment Schedule for Cer-

tain Assessments, or, 209.0063 Priority of Payments. These 

proceedings are exceedingly different in potential results. 

No homeowner is required to sign a payment plan, which 

usually is the first action toward a foreclosure. The home-

owner can claim the right of computation of assessments 

payments via Priority of Payments proceedings from which 

there should be much less risk of claim to foreclose. 

Homeowners need to have extensive educational infor-

mation promoted to them, to reflect the benefits for a 

homeowner to insist their assessment payments be pro-

cessed under Sec. 209.0063 of the Property Code.  

  



 13

Natural Resources 
 

AIR QUALITY & CLIMATE CHANGE Laura Blackburn (Houston Area) laura2blackburn@yahoo.com

 HB 392 (McClendon) SUPPORT Au-

thorizes counties to have an optional 

fee for funding transportation pro-

jects that relieve congestion, im-

prove safety, or address air quality. 

This bill was referred to House 

Transportation. 

 

 

HB 190 (Burkett) OPPOSE Relates to a regulatory analysis 

of TCEQ.  

It was referred to the House Environmental Regulation 

Committee. 

SB 321 (Hinojosa) OPPOSE  Relates to the amount of 
money transferred monthly from the state highway fund 

to the Texas emissions reduction plan fund.  

Sent to the Transportation Committee. 

 

 

ENERGY Penny Miller (Wichita Falls) pmiller737@aol.com

No report on bills in this newsletter issue. 

HAZARDOUS WASTE Susybelle Gosslee (Dallas) sgosslee@airmail.net

 The League will support safe transporta-

tion, handling and disposal of radioactive 

materials, legislation promoting recycling 

efforts, in particular for electronic waste. 

Efforts are being made during this session 

to take the decisions away from cities to 

determine local laws regarding recycling, 

best practices, and to meet community 

health and safety needs regarding hazardous materials with-

in a city.  

HB 87 (Gonzalez) WATCH This bill relates to the collection 

and recycling of computer and television equipment by cer-

tain large retailers with sales over $5 million and 75,000 

square feet and provides for the imposition of administra-

tive penalties.  

HB 1058 (Farias) WATCH This bill relates to notice and in-

formation provided by a municipal solid waste facility and a 

commercial transporter of solid waste regarding recycling 

programs for certain electronic waste.  

TRANSPORTATION Edie Jones (Tarrant County) edithsjones@hotmail.com 

SJR 5 ( Nichols) INTRODUCED Proposes a 

constitutional amendment dedicating to 

the state Highway Fund certain revenue 

derived from the tax imposed on the sale 

of motor vehicles. The purpose of  SJR 5 is 

to help cover the shortfall in the state 

highway funding program. 

HB 129 (Goldman) INTRODUCED Relates to the allocation to 

the state highway funds of revenue from the taxes imposed 

on the sale, rental, or use of motor vehicles and other taxes 

imposed on motor vehicles. 

Bills are being introduced, sorted out, and assigned on vari-

ous methods of funding transportation priority needs. 

 


