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The annual meeting for
the congregation of
Boehm’s will be held on
Sunday, March 1, after
worship.
Please plan to attend to
review the annual
report and elect new
members of Consistory.

of the

275th Anniversary
of

Boehm’s Church!

Boehm’s Church kicked off the 275th anniversary celebrations by
unveiling the Anniversary Banner on Sunday, January 11th during the
worship service. The children helped Pastor Bill pull down the cover cloth
to reveal a 12 ft. banner that highlights this momentous milestone.
During the entire month of February the church is hosting an historical
display at the Blue Bell Branch of the Wissahickon Valley Public Library
(WVPL). The display highlights documents, photographs and artifacts of
interest regarding Boehm’s Church’s long and illustrious history. Lorraine
Nowlan, Bob Whittock and Judy Keller worked diligently to create an
informative display (Thanks Lorraine, Bob and Judy!). The WVPL, located
at 650 Skippack Pike, is open Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m to 9 p.m.; Friday
& Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and, Sundays, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Folks are
encouraged to stop by and check it out.
There will also be a Fastnacht Sunday Service on February 15th!
Fastnacht Day is a Pennsylvania Dutch celebration that normally falls on
Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday (We’ll be celebrating it
on the preceding Sunday). The word translates to "Fast Night" in English.
The tradition is to enjoy a pastry feast before the Lenten fast. Fastnachts
(pronounced fost-nokts in German) are doughnuts. There are three types
of Fastnachts, one made with yeast, one made with baking powder, and
one made with potatoes and
Boehm’s Church Historical Display at Wissahickon Valley Public Library
yeast. Come join the
decadence!
Plus, there will be many
other events and activities
in the months ahead.
Including…
Mark your calendars for
May 3rd! There will be a
luncheon banquet in the
fellowship hall that day for
all the members and friends
of Boehm’s Church.
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ And the Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
him.
— Mark 1;9-13

Dear Lenten Pilgrims,
Lent draws ever nearer and you may well wonder how quickly time
has travelled. No sooner have we celebrated Christmas and made
New Year resolutions (and probably broken them), Lent is about to
begin.
Lent is an important time for observance, when we reflect on the 40 days Jesus spent in the
wilderness before his public ministry in Galilee and, ultimately, the events of Holy Week in
Jerusalem. As churches and faith communities, Christians have observed this season of the
church year since the fourth century. It’s traditionally a time of spiritual renewal before Easter.
Lent is also a time for reflection on our own lives. During Lent, some Christians give up
something that hinders their relationship with God. Others do something extra for their
spiritual development or make a special sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a memorable
season of sincere spiritual growth.
Some of us find ourselves, as did Jesus, in wilderness places, feeling fragile and vulnerable.
Perhaps our hearts are grieving the loss of one we loved. Perhaps we are facing our own
mortality through a difficult diagnosis.
Lent encourages us to remember that life is about supporting and encouraging each other
when we encounter inevitable trials and tribulations. There is a rhythm to life that invites us to
reflect and to move forward one step at a time into new experiences that, in turn, carry us
through difficult challenges
The season of Lent beckons spiritual pilgrims to journey both together and alone into the heart
of what it means to be human, to be filled with compassion, and to be true to God’s vision—
even when the way grows dark and the path is cast in shadows. Ultimately, however, our
journey in life leads us on the way of healing as each step into the darkness brings us one step
closer to the light.
We begin our Eastertide journey with an Ash Wednesday service on February 18th (at 7:30
p.m.) which will be a time of candlelight and reflection, music and prayer, imposition of ashes
and anointing with oil.
Your presence will be a blessing as we
come together for a renewing experience of
grace as we embark on our Lenten
pilgrimage.
Peace,

Pastor Bill
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The Stained Glass Windows are
complete!
The three stained glass windows on the front of the church
have been removed, taken apart and put back together with
new solder. The Christmas theme window was returned in
December. The other two windows are now installed. The
new insulating windows are clear and let the colors shine
through from inside and out! The Castle studio did amazing
work and paid such attention to detail...even the molding
around the windows is beautifully done! We are indeed
fortunate to have them restore our windows.
We hope to have a re-dedication of the windows in a future
service. There will be a plaque honoring large contributors to
the windows fund. Donations are still needed to cover the
total cost—you can send a check made out to Boehm’s UCC
and designated for the windows fund.

During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s also
examine the journey of our lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. What have you placed in your bag? Are you weighed down
with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relationship troubles? Have
you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for
the challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when
the road becomes difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the
hope made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf.
—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent

Pancake Breakfast
&

Laughter Sunday
Sunday,
March
15th!
Wednesday, February 18th
7:30 p.m.

Save the
date!

Please consider signing up
to help host the Fellowship
time after church services.
There is a new list of dates
available for 2015 on the
bulletin board in the lobby.
Your time will be much
appreciated!
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The free will offering from the next Benefit Concert
on Sunday, February 22nd at 4:00 p.m. will benefit
Special Olympics, an international organization
dedicated to providing individuals with intellectual
disabilities, or other significant developmental
disability, with an opportunity to train and compete
in Olympic-style sports. Through training and
competition, athletes improve their physical fitness
and general health. The athletes gain the discipline,
the inter-personal and social skills, and the selfconfidence to become contributing, participating
members of our community. The volunteers who
make the program possible have the opportunity, not
only to share in the athletes achievements, but also to
grow and learn themselves.
Special Olympics Montgomery County conducts
training and competition in 18 sports at various
venues within the county, serving over 1,200 athletes
last year. All activity is provided solely with funds
and support from within the county. The programs
are carried out with the 100% volunteer efforts of the
management team, coaches and other assistant
volunteers.

Let's take advantage of what we all do
best: eat & shop.
Please join us for the 2nd Annual
Spring Fashion Show and Luncheon for the
benefit of Laurel House. It will be a lot of
fun, good food and great fashions! Those
who came to our first show last year had a
ball! You may want to buy some really
great clothes & accessories, or just enjoy the
company and the show!
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Boehm's History Corner
by Bob Whittock
Church History
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Martha Bresnan
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Pat Delp

9

Glenn Palmer, Sr.

11

Alex DiCesare
Judy Keller
Jill Palmer

12

Tiffany Rowles

16

Lana Rosiek

17

Devon Rowles

19

Joan Weidner

21

Garret Rosiek

22

Pastor Bill Middleton

27

Isabella Rowles

In 1911, during the pastorate of Rev. Edgar V.
Loucks, 13 new Stained Glass Windows were
installed, replacing the solid opalescent
Stained Glass Windows from 1870. All the new windows were
gifts by either individuals of from a church organization. They
were made and installed by William Reith Studios, Philadelphia.
His name is etched in the lower part, of the side window called
"Women at the Well."
If you go outside to the rear of the church building, and look up
at the attic window, you will see what is probably one of the 1870
Stained Glass Windows that was not replaced in 1911.
Cemetery History
Rev. George Wack (3/111776- 2/17/1856) served as Boehm's
Church Minister for 32 years, from 1802 - 1834, while also
serving at Wentz's Church. After his pastorate of the two
churches, for 32 years, he remained at Wentz's Church, for
another 11 years. Rev. Wack was one of the signers of Boehm's
Constitution, dated 8/9/1821. He was Montgomery County
Registrar of Wills from 1818-1821. From 1820-1850, he owned
and ran what was later called, George Erb's Grist Mill. This mill
was located south of Stony Creek, in Whitpain Township, in the
N/W section of the township. He was also a farmer, classical
scholar, tool maker and organ maker.
Rev. Wack, along with his wife, Elizabeth P. Wack (Died
1/20/1849, age 67 yrs, 2 mo, 20 days), son Eri P. Wack (Died
3/24/1828, age 18 yrs, 6 mo) and grandson Henri Melville
Wack (Died 8/15/1841, age 11 yrs, 11 days) are all buried in
Boehm's Cemetery.

Many
Thanks…
... to all of you
who donated food items for the
Mattie Dixon Food cupboard!
Your generous donations were
delivered by Marie Hagner
recently. The Cupboard greatly
appreciates your contributions!

Anniversary Banner Unveiled!
On Sunday morning, January 11th, the new 275th Anniversary
Banner was unfurled for the first time.
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Saturday,
February 14th

Judy Keller

Fran Slingluff

Dara Rowles

Transfiguration Sunday
February 15, 2015

First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2015

Pat Delp

Lay Reader

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 8, 2015

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2015

Date

Marie Hagner & Lorraine Nowlan

Mike Rowles & Bob
McKinney

Gary & Diana Rau

Al & Fran Slingluff

Ushers

Fellowship Hour
Sponsors

MINISTRIES OF WORSHIP

February 2015

Shane Rowles

Bella Rowles

Shane Rowles

Tori Middleton

Acolyte

& Tori Middleton

Rebe Williams

& Tori Middleton

Rebe Williams

& Tori Middleton

Joanie Weidner

& Tori Middleton

Diana Rau

Sunday School
Teachers
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Boehm’s Calendar for February
Sunday, February 1
 Worship & Communion @ 10
am
Monday, February 2
 Knitting group @ 7 pm
Sunday, February 8
 Worship @ 10 am
Monday, February 9
 Knitting group @ 7 pm

Wednesday, February 18


Consistory @ 6:30 pm



Ash Wednesday service
@ 7:30 pm

Sunday, February 22
 Worship @ 10 a.m.
 Benefit concert @ 4 pm
Monday, February 23
 Knitting group @ 7 pm
Tuesday, February 24

Sunday, February 15
 Worship @ 10 am
 Fastnacht Sunday!
 COG group @ 11:30 am



History group @ 11:00
am

Sunday, March 1


Worship and
Congregation meeting

Other Meetings
at Boehm’s:

Boehm's United Church of Christ
571 Penllyn - Blue Bell Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
Phone: 215-646-6132
E-mail: info@boehmschurch.com
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.
Pastor: The Rev. William A Middleton
Office Administrator : Carol Pfister

We’re on the web: www.boehmschurch.com
Visit us on Facebook!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Brownie Girl Scouts
Alternate Mondays, 6:30 pm
Phila Grace and Truth Church
Worship: Sundays, 12:30 pm
Bible Study: Fridays , 7:30 pm

Society of Christian Scientists
Worship: Sundays, 11:00 a.m.
Readings: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.

