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A TRIBUTE TO MAXINE THURSTON-FISCHER 
by Doris Maya, FFCR Volunteer & Former Colleague of Maxine's 
 
Dr. Thurston's strictness was legendary at the 
school of social work. So was her Grace Jones 
hair and unique sense of style. 
 
The year was 1988 and she was the coolest 
person I had ever known - would ever know. 
That she was brilliant and beautiful and blew 
me away. 
 
I took every class she taught and went to office 
hours a lot. A lot. I must have grown on her 
because after I graduated she hired me to 
work for her at Miami Bridge where my desk 
was next to hers. She liked an open floor plan - 
like at The Thurston Group.  
 
Maxine Amelia Thurston-Fischer was the 
consummate teacher, a wife who was totally in 
love with her husband, a loyal friend, a foster 
mother and a professional social worker - old 
school. 
 
Here's a summary of some of the lessons she has taught me over the decades.  The 
first being - don't be boring. 
  
Love is boundless.   
Don't judge a book by its cover, but since everyone does - always look your best. 
Maintain poise. 
Social injustice can be addressed strategically. 
Matching is in the eye of the beholder. 
Conceptual thinking is worth the effort. 
Proof. Proof. And proof again. 
Screening calls raises barriers. 
Everyone is equal. 
Play to win. 
Be different. 
Get over it. 
Over prepare. 
Be positive. Even when you don't feel like it. 
Be practical. 
Surround yourself with smart people and delicious food. 
Meditate and move around everyday. 
There's no such thing as acting your age. 
Be moderate - except in style of course. 
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Save your wardrobe - styles come back. 
Tithe, tithe and tithe again. 
Cultivate faith and compassion. 
Take in as many sides of the coin as you can. 
Think critically, but never judge. 
Cultivate relationships - over lunch. 
Bras are optional. 
Education is key. 
No drugs. 
You can be right later. 
Beware of phonies. 
Lead by example. 
Hold on to what matters and let go of the rest. 
 
Wife, teacher, mentor, mother, boss and best friend - who but Maxine Amelia 
Thurston could be everything to everyone. 
 


