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FFCR Presents at the Miami-Dade Legislative Delegation 

Hearing 
 
On January 26, 2015, FFCR 
Executive Director Candice Maze 

spoke before the state senators and 
representatives that represent 

Miami-Dade County in the Florida 
Legislature. The Miami-Dade County 
Legislative Delegation Hearing, as 

the annual meeting is called, gives 
residents the chance to have a say 

in the delegation's priorities for the 
upcoming session. 
  

In an effort to better equip the 
legislators to make sound decisions 

about the lives of children in Miami-
Dade, Candice spoke about systemic barriers to children's safety and permanency. 

She described the role of the Citizen Review Panel (CRP) as a safety net for abused 
and neglected children, and about how FFCR is able to identify barriers and make 
recommendations thanks to the collection and analysis of aggregate CRP data. 

 
One of FFCR's recommendations based on data from the last fiscal year is to limit 

the use of "Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement" (commonly referred to 
as APPLA), as a placement goal for children in foster care. APPLA is meant to be a 
rare exception, used when all other options, such as adoption, reunification, 

permanent guardianship, etc., have been exhausted. Unfortunately, APPLA has 
become routine. Youth with the APPLA placement goal essentially become part of a 

pipeline that leads to aging out and all the associated negative outcomes. Reducing 
the use of APPLA as a goal requires not only a change in process, but also an 
increase in resources, since pursuing permanency for older youth can often be 

time-consuming and resource-intensive. The need for greater emphasis on 
permanency for older youth is one of the main reasons why FFCR launched 

the Permanency Roundtable Program last year. 
 
Although FFCR is a critical monitor of the child welfare system, we are also 

committed to being part of the solution. We will continue to act as a resource and 
change advocate for our legislators as they craft policies aimed at improving the 

foster care system. Speaking at the Miami-Dade Legislative Delegation Hearing was 
only the start. 
 

It's up to each of us to be in regular communication with our legislators about the 
issues of concern to our community. If you aren't sure who your legislators are or 

how to reach them, you can find out here. As the legislative session approaches, 
FFCR will send you more info about how to advocate for a system that protects 
children, provides stability and promotes success. 
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