Burnham Park Yacht Club Monthly Newsletter ● March 2015

Commodore’s Log
The Lake is frozen and we are in negative numbers with the Chicago wind chill but our sites are
for Spring nonetheless. Paulette Horne, our
Docks and Grounds coordinator is working on a
check list for getting the tender boat ready. That
makes for a good feeling!
The Club was closed on Super Bowl Sunday due
to bad weather. A lot of us were disappointed but
the safety of our staff and members came first.
Thanks to Steve Theis, the fundraiser did go on
and the club earned $1,250.00.
March 14th is the St. Patrick’s
Day Party beginning at 7:00 pm.
Celtec Sounds will be playing
the Irish music. Chef Lisa will
tantalize us with a special buffet
for this event. The board of directors meeting has been rescheduled for March 14th at 5:30
due to St. Patrick’s Day falling
on Tuesday the 17th which
would have been our regular
board meeting.
March 28th at 7:00 pm will be
the Daniel Burnham impersonator, this event is free to the
members.
I want to thank Danielle Detten for the programs
that have been scheduled. She has done a marvelous job on setting up these events. It takes a
lot of her personal time to make these special
events for our members so please make time to
enjoy all she has done.

I would like to welcome our 3 new staff members:
Sous Chef: Williford Jackson
Line Cook: Gregory Murphy
Prep Cook: Ofelia Gomez.
Chef Lisa is excited to have them as a part of her
team in getting ready for the upcoming season.
Phil Edwards has been working on getting quotes for
fixing or replacing the dishwasher. Thank you for all
your time spent on researching
this along with drains, carpet
cleaning, etc. that needs to be
dealt with. A lot of work goes
into keeping the Club up and
running.
Past Commodore Dick O’Connell
has updated the calendar with
Beer Can Races, MORF and
Junior Sailing.
Please be patient with our
Bookkeeper, JudyAnn. She is
trying her hardest to get herself
trained with the software of the
Club and the IT issues resolved.
This is everyone’s Club we can
use volunteers to be on committees such as Programs, House,
Docks and Grounds, etc. to keep
this Club unified. We are all
members together with the same goal: Burnham Park
Yacht Club to be the best Yacht Club in Chicago.

Janet McCarthy
Commodore
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Vice Commodore
This time of year is always slower than in-season, but that doesn’t
mean a lot is not getting done. For instance, the HOUSE is almost ready for the upcoming 2015 season. Some final carpet
cleaning, plumbing projects, bar wood floor refinishing, two new
hot water heaters and lastly the replacement of our antiquated
dishwasher, all coordinated by Chairman Phil Edwards. Great job
Phil.

Scott Gordon, Chairman of the PARK RELATIONS Committee is
in regular contact with the powers that be regarding the WiFi in
the Harbor. It should finally be perfected by Westrac for 2015.
Scott is also working on making sure security is in place and barriers are put up to protect the integrity of the Club during what is
turning out to be an onslaught of concerts at Merit One Pavilion
and Soldier Field. Commodore McCarthy has also asked Scott
and he has accepted to chair a special committee to secure a fulltime experienced Club Manager to be in place before the season.
MARKETING and MEMBERSHIP: We have three open houses Thank you Scott for all your efforts.
for promoting new members scheduled specifically on April 18,
2015, May 17, 2015 and June 20, 2015. Volunteers to help man
the “mother ship” on those days from
Don Waller and Bill Van Emburg, Chair12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. would be very
persons of REGATTA and SAIL FLEET,
helpful. Please call me to sign up, if you
respectively, are continuing to work
can. Any ideas or participation to help
closely with the Chicago Yacht Club
promote the Club and additional new
and Columbia Yacht Club to try to reach
members would be graciously accepted.
an agreement among all three Clubs
Concentration on the many boaters in the
concerning the Wednesday night races,
Harbor is always a part of the process.
as well as numerous other races.
The percent of members compared to all
There seems to be a snafu regarding
the boaters in the Harbor needs to be infees and who will be in charge, as well
creased significantly. Any thoughts? New
as activities after the various races and
Members from outside the Harbor are
how the results will be disseminatalways encouraged. The world can be our
ed....always something! Don and Bill
oyster.
are the ones to get it done.
At the February Board of Directors meeting you would think the
report by Chairman Paulette Horne would be a little or nothing
regarding DOCKS and GROUNDS because of the off season.
But not so, Paulette has been in contact with our tender mechanic
and gave a full report on the repairs needed in the Spring. Also
she reported that she is getting some landscaping quotes and
suggested some additional signage on the building to highlight
the Club. Reorganizing the shed and getting rid of a number of
items in there that are taking up space was also brought to the
Board’s attention. Way to take the helm of that Committee on the
run, Paulette!

Sixty seven days till the Harbor opens. These sub-zero temps will
soon be a distant memory.
Hope to see you at the Club.
Chris Edmonds
Vice Commodore

Docks & Grounds
Although you can’t see the ground yet we are already planning for We will also be doing an inventory in the shed over the next couthe season.
ple of weeks. If you have any personal items you may have
stored in the shed please contact me so they don’t get disposed
of. Phorne@soundinc.com.
Mark your calendars… April 11, 2015 grounds clean-up day. We
will just need a few hours of your time to make this successful. Don’t feel you need to stay all day a couple of hours would be Paulette Horne
appreciated.
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Rear Commodore
While the weather says “winter” it’s hard to believe spring is just
around the corner. The Bar and Galley Committee has a new
Committee Chair, Scott Gordon. The Bar and Galley committee
looks forward to working with Scott. The Staff has been working
on perfecting our menu for the opening season. We have hired
three new cooks to assist Chef Lisa. In the next few weeks we will
be adding to our server staff. So watch for some new faces.
Paulette Horne, Docks and Grounds, is already planning for
spring. The tender and mark boats are getting some much needed TLC in the coming weeks. We will need some volunteers to
help wax and do some general maintenance. Paulette is also
setting up a spring cleanup day for the outside of the club and
volunteers will be needed.

sure to take advantage of them.
Steve Theis is already working on our 2015 Fleet Review with Bill
Van Emburg. Planning is underway for our 2015 Power Fleet
rendezvous. During the last board meeting it was discussed that
the rendezvous may occur over July 4th weekend to avoid the all
traffic with the 3 day Grateful Dead concert at Soldier Field.
Watch for additional information on this in the next few weeks.
Stay warm and remember we are only a few weeks away from
the start of the 2015 Burnham Harbor boating season.

Keith Moore
Danielle has many great events set up over the next few weeks.
Rear Commodore
Make sure to watch for these events in the breeze, Facebook and
On The Wind. This year has many new events planned so make

Programs
FEBRUARY
While many of us had plans to watch the Super Bowl at the club,
mother nature had other plans; thus canceling the football party.
But there were some happy winners of the football fundraiser:
Steve Theis - $250, Pam & Kevin MacGregor - $500 and Phil &
Linda Edwards - $500. THANK YOU to everyone who participated.
The seven course Valentine’s Day dinner was absolutely delicious! Though there was so much food, it seemed more like 10
courses. Without listing everything that was served, I will mention
that I have asked Chef Lisa to bring back the Neapolitan Mousse
dessert during the summer. It will be like having ice cream, but it
won’t melt. You will definitely want to try this – it is amazing.
Johnny V is here on the 28th from 6:30 – 9:30. Come for dinner
and stay for the entertainment.

open to CYA member Yacht Clubs and other boating organizations in the area. This is being offered to club members for $40
which goes to support the program. Information and sign up links
can be found on the flyer in this newsletter.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 14th for a St. Patrick’s
Day party at the club starting at 5:00. We have a great band,
‘Celtic Sounds’ playing from 7:00 – 10:00. Details will be posted in
The Breeze and at the club shortly, as well as on the BPYC
Events/Calendar.
And on Saturday, March 28th, be sure to attend the return of R.J.
Lindsey for an updated presentation on Daniel Burnham. His
presentation starts at 7:00 p.m. This is free of charge to club
members.
As always – reservations, while not required, help the staff to anticipate the servers and food needed for the events.

MARCH
The Chicago Sail and Power Squadron will be hosting a weather
seminar on Saturday, March 7th from 10:00 a.m. to noon. This is

Danielle Detten
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March 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14
St Pat’s Party
Board Mtg-5:30pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Daniel Burnham Impersonator

29

30

31
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April 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Business Mtg6:30pm
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

24

25

Board Meeting6:30pm

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

Hyatt Regency McCormick Place
BPYC has been extended a discounted rate of
$119 per night for our upcoming events. To take
advantage of this great rate follow the link or contact:
Justin Westlund, Sales Manager
312-239-4569

Club Winter Hours
Now in Effect Through
May 15, 2015
Monday—Thursday - CLOSED
Friday - Dinner 5:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday - Dinner 5:00pm9:00pm

Correction: A correction from the
previous newsletter announcing the
new senior member. The senior
membership went to Harry
Heidbreder not Joann Murphy as
previously reported.

Sunday - Dinner 5:00pm-8:00pm

RESERVATIONS ARE
REQUESTED

BPYC St. Patrick’s Day Party
Saturday, March 14th - doors open at 5:00 p.m.
RSVP 312-427-4664
Music from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m.

BPYC

BPYC

Shamrock
Fundraiser
on sale now
through

Shamrocks help
send a child to
Jr. Sailing
School

Memorial Day

$10 each

Menu
Coming soon… watch for updates in THE BREEZE

Drink Special- $7
Irish Gold – Irish Whiskey, Peach Schnapps, Ginger Ale and a
Splash of Orange Juice.

Beer Bucket Specials- $12
Guinness, Magners, Sam Adams & Miller Lite
It can all be mix and match.

BPYC - Daniel Burnham Impersonator
Saturday, March 28th – 7:00 p.m.
Rsvp (312) 427-4664 if you will be having dinner

Daniel
Burnham

RJ Lindsey
Chicago actor RJ Lindsey brings to life
great historic figures in a one hour
dramatic monologue.
************************

The City of Chicago rose from the ashes of the Fire of
1871 to the remarkable White City of the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition.
Mr. Burnham narrates a slide program detailing the
Chicago Fire of 1871, the building of the 1893 World's
Columbian Exhibition, and the Chicago Plan of 1909
outlining the development plan for the city.
The famed architect discusses his innovative buildings:
Montauk, Monandnock, Reliance, and the Rookery, and
presents the historic Burnham Plan of 1909 advocating
sensible city growth asking, “How are we living?”.

2015 Flag Officers
Commodore

Janet McCarthy

Vice Commodore Chris Edmonds
Rear Commodore Keith Moore
Secretary

Scott Broderick

Treasurer

Jim Gentile

2015 Board of Directors
Two Year Directors
Danielle Detten
Bill Van Emburg
One Year Directors
Phil Edwards
Hank Fiene
Scott Gordon
Paulette Horne
Pam MacGregor
Todd Sherman
Steve Theis
Women’s Auxiliary
President

Bonnie Riordan

Past Commodores
Charlie Martin
Judi McInerney

