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Attorney General calls for urgent action to combat teen nicotine use in light of 

new data  
 

OLYMPIA — Washington Attorney General Bob Ferguson today urged legislative action on 

bills to regulate vapor products and to raise the legal age for tobacco products to 21, citing new 

reports underscoring the danger of tobacco and other nicotine products. 

 

A report released today in The New England Journal of Medicine suggests smoking is even 

worse for people’s health than previously known. Researchers reviewed health data from nearly 

1 million people over 10 years, and the results suggest smoking is the cause of at least 60,000 

more deaths per year in the United States and five more diseases than previously understood.  

Smoking was already known to kill nearly 500,000 Americans every year and cause 21 diseases, 

including 12 types of cancer.  

 

Separately, Governor Jay Inslee today unveiled data showing that the use of nicotine vapor 

products among Washington’s 8th and 10th graders has risen to alarming levels.  

 

“Taken together, these studies demonstrate the urgent need to do more to curb the nicotine 

epidemic,” Attorney General Ferguson said. “One of the ways we can do that is by moving 

tobacco and nicotine out of the pipeline that hooks new users in their teens, when their brains are 

unusually susceptible to nicotine addiction.” 

 

“The benefits of keeping nicotine out of the hands of teens are obvious,” Ferguson added. 

“Ninety-five percent of adult smokers start before age 21, and the lifelong health complications 

and costs to both the individual and the taxpayer are enormous. I hope our Legislature reviews 

this new information very carefully as they consider a change in our legal smoking age and new 

restrictions on vapor products.” 

 

In a news conference today to release the new “vaping” data, Governor Inslee also called on the 

Legislature to pass a bill regulating vapor products that he and the Attorney General have 

requested. Inslee also endorsed AG Ferguson’s proposed law to raise the legal smoking age to 

21. That bill, SB 5494 in the Senate and HB 1458 in the House, received a hearing on February 

11, 2015, before the House Committee on Health Care & Wellness. 

 

Contacts:  

Peter Lavallee, Communications Director, (360) 586-0725; PeterL@atg.wa.gov  

 

Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 2014 Statistics 
     

PIERRE, S.D.-  The State of South Dakota’s Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) has 

been online for three years and voluntary participation by physicians and pharmacists continues 

to increase.  The PDMP affords physician and pharmacist the opportunity to voluntarily access 

the prescription repository in order to have available additional medical history. 
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 “The monitoring program demonstrates that prescription drug usage and the potential for abuse 

continues to be a concern in South Dakota,” said Jackley. “Pharmacists and physicians 

voluntarily participation is helping to prevent and reduce prescription abuses and enhance public 

health and safety.” 

 

The PDMP was passed into law during the 2010 legislative session. The purpose of this program 

was to improve patient care by providing physicians and pharmacists with a controlled substance 

dispensing history for their patients. 

 

 Only physicians that have a current patient relationship or new appointment scheduled may 

access the repository. Law enforcement does not have direct access to the repository and must go 

through an application process to receive access. Once access is approved, those officers can 

request data for investigatory purposes. In 2014, law enforcement requested 499 profiles. The 

Division of Criminal Investigation saw 18% of their drug investigations as diversion type cases 

in 2014. 

 

 The South Dakota Board of Pharmacy encourages their members to make consulting the 

repository a priority and have been proactive in training individuals statewide on the benefits of 

the PDMP. 

 

In addition to the PDMP, several law enforcement agencies across the state have helped reduce 

drug diversion by offering prescription drug take-back drop off locations. Individuals who have 

accumulated unwanted, unused prescription drugs now have options to safely dispose of those 

medications. 

 

Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Unveils Bureau of Children’s Justice  
  

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Contact: (415) 703-5837, agpressoffice@doj.ca.gov 

 

LOS ANGELES – Attorney General Kamala D. Harris today unveiled the Bureau of Children’s 

Justice within the California Department of Justice that will work to ensure all of California’s 

children are on track to meet their full potential. In the Bureau’s first action, Attorney General 

Harris sent a letter to officials in all 58 counties in California, outlining their legal 

responsibilities with regard to foster youth and urging each county to evaluate their current 

enforcement and oversight policies and practices. 

 

The Bureau will enforce criminal and civil laws to hold those who prey on children accountable; 

work with a range of local, state, and national stakeholders to increase support for vulnerable 

children to prevent bad outcomes; and identify and pursue improvements to policies impacting 

children. 

 

“We simply cannot let down our most vulnerable children today, then lock them up tomorrow 

and act surprised,” said Attorney General Harris.  “The Bureau of Children’s Justice will 

continue our smart on crime approach by addressing the root causes of crime, including our 



broken foster care system, and making certain that California’s children receive full protection 

under the law and equal opportunities to succeed.   One of the Bureau’s first orders of business 

will be to look at enforcement gaps in the foster care system and ensure that government 

agencies are held accountable to those entrusted in their care.”   

 

Attorney General Harris’ letter to counties lays out their responsibilities in protecting children in 

foster care and overseeing the agencies that provide direct services to these children. In the 

coming months, the Bureau will focus on identifying accountability and enforcement gaps in the 

foster system to ensure children have the support they need. 

 

“We are thrilled that Attorney General Harris is making children her top priority with this new 

Bureau,” said Ted Lempert, president of Children Now. “Given the Attorney General's past 

leadership and success with reducing chronic absence and suspensions in California, I’m 

confident the new Bureau will be very positive for children.” 

 

“I’m happy to join Attorney General Harris in shining a spotlight on the importance of 

safeguarding our children,” said Diana S. Dooley, Secretary of the California Health and Human 

Services Agency. “We at the California Health and Human Services Agency place a high interest 

and priority on addressing childhood trauma and we are committed with our county and 

community partners to meet the needs of all of our kids.” 

 

The Bureau will draw on the civil and criminal law enforcement capacity of the California 

Department of Justice and build on CADOJ’s existing work on key issues affecting children. 

Core priorities for the newly formed bureau include 

California’s foster care, adoption, and juvenile justice systems 

Discrimination and inequities in education 

California’s elementary school truancy crisis 

Human trafficking of vulnerable youth 

Childhood trauma and exposure to violence 

 

Attorney General Harris also announced that the California Department of Justice was one of just 

three state agencies accepted by the U.S. Department of Justice to be part of its national 

Defending Childhood Initiative. Through this initiative, California will work to improve 

outcomes for children exposed to trauma by ensuring that at-risk children are screened for 

exposure to violence at school, when they visit a pediatrician, or when they become involved 

with child welfare and juvenile justice systems. 

 

“I commend Attorney General Harris for taking this important step to protect the youngest and 

most vulnerable Californians,” said Dr. Robert K. Ross, President and CEO, The California 

Endowment.  “The Bureau of Children’s Justice will watch over our state’s legal system and 

guarantee greater protection for our children, safeguarding their physical, social and emotional 

health and helping to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to grow up healthy and safe.” 

 

The Bureau will expand CADOJ’s efforts to combat the crisis of elementary school truancy, 

piloting programs with school districts to improve attendance and launching a new partnership 



with University of California, Santa Barbara to ensure these pilots can be replicated across the 

state. 

 

The Bureau draws on Attorney General Harris’ expertise as a career prosecutor focusing on 

sexual and physical crimes against children and her commitment to defending every child in 

California. Attorney General Harris served two terms as District Attorney of San Francisco, 

where she created a child sexual assault unit. She also led the San Francisco City Attorney’s 

Division on Children and Families and specialized in prosecuting child sexual assault cases at the 

Alameda County District Attorney’s Office. 

 

The Bureau will be staffed by attorneys and experts on legal issues impacting children, including 

civil rights, education, consumer protection, nonprofit charities, child welfare, privacy and 

identity theft, fraud, and human trafficking. 

 

Adam Paul Laxalt Announces the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee 

for the Office of Military Legal Assistance 
 

February 12, 2015 

Carson City, NV – Attorney General Adam Paul Laxalt, a former Navy Judge Advocate General, 

announced the formation of the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee for the Office of 

Military Legal Assistance. This office will be the nation’s first Attorney General led public-

private partnership to give our military communities access to pro-bono civil legal services. 

 

Over the past month, Attorney General Laxalt assembled an outstanding group of representatives 

from the various military communities and partners within Nevada’s statewide legal community. 

Members of the committee include representatives from the various military components in the 

state, private law firms, Nevada’s only law school, Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada, state 

and county bar associations, a general counsel’s office from a large Nevada corporation, a 

military support organization and the Nevada Justice Association. This group will help shape the 

parameters of the program, and all participants are excited to be a part of this ambitious new 

effort. 

 

“In a recent survey conducted of current and former military personnel in Nevada, 61% of 

responders indicated that one of their top unmet needs was affordable legal services,” said 

Laxalt. “Most attorneys I speak with agree that we owe this to our military community, and are 

happy to have a vehicle to support such a great cause. The Attorney General’s office is uniquely 

situated to spearhead this collective effort to bring these needs to the forefront of our legal 

community in the state.” 

 

Perry Di Loreto, Chairman of the Nevada Military Support Alliance, extended his support by 

stating, “The Nevada Military Support Alliance is excited to be a part of this important advisory 

committee. We are encouraged by Attorney General Laxalt’s leadership in this area, and look 

forward to assisting him coordinate a statewide effort to provide needed legal services to our 

military heroes.”  “As Nevada’s leading nonprofit law firm, Legal Aid Center of Southern 

Nevada is pleased to be a part of the Attorney General’s advisory committee to help our military 



community find needed legal representation,” said the Honorable Barbara Buckley, Executive 

Director of the Legal Aid Center for Southern Nevada. 

 

 

The following are the committee’s members:  

 

 

• The Honorable Barbara Buckley, Esq. Executive Director of Legal Aid Center of Southern 

Nevada 

• Caleb Cage, Director of Military and Veterans Policy  

• Rear Admiral (U.S. Navy Retired) James E. McPherson, Executive Director of the National  

Association  of Attorneys   General. In 2004, Admiral McPherson was appointed by the 

President as the  U.S. Navy's  39th Judge Advocate General. 

• Colonel (U.S. Army Retired) Katherine Miller, Director of the Nevada Department of Veteran  

Services  

• Ira Raphaelson, Esq. Executive Vice President and General Counsel of the Las Vegas Sands 

Corp. 

• Perry Di Loreto, Chairman of the Nevada Military Support Alliance 

• Tiffinay Pagni, Esq. President of the Washoe County Bar Association 

• Damon K. Dias, Esq. President of the Clark County Bar Association 

• Richard Pocker, Esq. Member of the Board of Governors, State Bar of Nevada 

• Anna Marie Johnson, Esq. Executive Director of Nevada Legal Services 

• Lieutenant Colonel (U.S. Air Force & Nevada Air National Guard Retired) James Bradshaw, 

Esq.    Partner of McDonald, Carano and Wilson Law Firm 

• Daniel W. Hamilton, Esq. Dean of William S. Boyd School of Law 

• Sheri Cane Vogel, Esq. Executive Director of the Southern Nevada Senior Law Program 

• Cliff W. Marcek, Esq. Nevada Justice Association (South) 

• David O’Mara, Esq. Nevada Justice Association (North) 

 

The following are the committee’s advisors:  

 

• Brigadier General William R. Burks, Adjutant General of the state of Nevada  

• Captain Leif E. Steinbaugh, U.S. Navy, Commanding Officer, Naval Air Station Fallon  

• Lieutenant Colonel Aimee Cannon, U.S. Air Force Reserve, Staff Judge Advocate for the 926th 

Wing of   Nellis Air Force Base 

 

 

Bill advances to make prosecuting human trafficking easier  
 

By LEE DAVIDSON |  The Salt Lake Tribune  

First Published Feb 13 2015 05:06PM    •    Last Updated Feb 16 2015 03:01 pm  

  

Lawmakers advanced a bill Friday to make it easier to prosecute human trafficking of minors. 

 

The House Law Enforcement Committee voted 9-0 to endorse HB252, and sent it to the full 

House. Its sponsor, House Minority Leader Brian King, D-Salt Lake City, said it removes a 



current requirement for prosecutors to prove fraud or coercion for a conviction. The bill says 

someone is guilty if he or she "recruits, harbors, transports, or obtains a child for labor or sexual 

exploitation." "We're talking about modern-day slavery," King said. 

Utah Attorney General Sean Reyes supported the bill testifying, "Human trafficking has become 

the second-most lucrative criminal enterprise internationally surpassing arms and weapons 

dealing. It is now second only to drug trafficking." 

     

Reyes added human traffickers perceive it to be low-risk and high profit, so it is important to 

sharpen and toughen laws "to protect our children and aggressively prosecute those who prey on 

the most vulnerable in our midst." 

 

He noted some Utah cases have involved scores of youth victims in both forced labor and the sex 

trade. 

 

King said the State Department reports that "600,000 to 800,000 people are trafficked across 

international borders every day. More than 70 percent are female, and half are children. The 

average age a teen enters the sex trade in the United States is 12 to 14 years old." 

 

He added that while drugs "can be trafficked once, a person can be sold over and over again. 

That's why human trafficking is so lucrative and why it is so common as a crime." 

 

"We want to think that things like this don't happen," said Rep. Brad Daw, R-Orem. "The cold 

hard fact is there are people out there [who do it] and they do deserve to be punished, and this is 

the right approach." 

 

EPA AFFIRMS EARLIER APPROVAL OF NORTH DAKOTA'S 

REGIONAL HAZE 

PLAN 
 

Bismarck, ND -- Governor Jack Dalrymple and Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem applaud the 

EPA’s decision earlier this week to affirm North Dakota’s air quality protection plan for two 

North Dakota coal-powered electric generating plants. The EPA first approved North Dakota's 

plan in April 2012, but later reconsidered its decision in response to a request from the National 

Parks Conservation Association and Sierra Club. The EPA's decision this week affirms its earlier 

approval of the North Dakota Department of Health's best available retrofit technology (BART) 

determinations for Minnkota Power Cooperative’s Milton R. Young Station and Basin Electric’s 

Leland Olds Station. “During the EPA's reconsideration, North Dakota asked the EPA to respect 

Judge Hovland’s ruling in the Minnkota Power case,” Stenehjem said. “I am pleased the EPA 

agreed to abide by the Court's decision.” In addition to the federal court's Minnkota Power 

decision, the EPA relied on other aspects of the Health Department’s detailed analysis and the 

plan’s fulfillment of the Clean Air Act’s requirements. "We are witnessing an onslaught of 

proposed EPA regulations that may significantly impact many aspects of our state - from farming 

and ranching to power generation,” said Governor Dalrymple. “We have on many occasions very 

clearly let the EPA know when its proposals have crossed the line in terms of either the law or 

good government decision making," he continued. The EPA had unsuccessfully challenged in 

federal court a nearly identical technical determination made by the Health Department. In 2012, 



US District Court Judge Daniel Hovland rejected EPA's challenge and upheld the Department’s 

technical determination on the grounds the State acted within the authority granted to it under 

federal law. Stenehjem said that "the federal Clean Air Act gives states the primary role in 

making certain key technical and other decisions to both preserve air quality and assure the 

availability of affordable and reliable electricity for North Dakota citizens and businesses." 

 

Army Corps Must Act Quickly at Asian Carp Choke Point  
Contact: John Sellek 517-373-8060 

 

February 2, 2015            

 

LANSING  – Attorney General Bill Schuette today continued his fight against Asian carp by 

submitting formal comments to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers concerning the prevention of 

upstream movement by Asian carp and other harmful invasive species into the Chicago Area 

Waterway and the Great Lakes.  This was in response to the Corps' request for comments on this 

extension of its  Great Lakes Mississippi River Interbasin Study (GLMRIS). 

 

The Great Lakes Commission currently recommends "designing, engineering and constructing 

modifications to the Brandon Road lock and dam structure including electric barriers at the 

entrance and exit of the lock, use of fish deterrents, modifications to the gates on the dam, and 

other technologies."  

 

"We must do everything we can to protect the Great Lakes, and that begins with safeguarding 

our ecological and economic resources from invasive species like Asian carp," said Schuette. 

"Michigan simply cannot afford to wait on a federal government that fails to act.  We need to 

permanently separate these two bodies of water as soon as possible and until that is done, take 

other actions to prevent Asian carp from reaching the Great Lakes.  The time for talk is over. We 

need action." 

 

Schuette supports taking swift action at the Brandon Road site, noting it is a logical "choke 

point" for reducing the risk that Asian carp can move upstream to the Waterway. As the Corps 

itself has noted, the Brandon Road site has several advantages, and that "[o]peration of the lock 

at this location currently provides the only known aquatic pathway that allows transfer of the 

Mississippi River ANS [aquatic nuisance species] to the Great Lakes through the CAWS 

[Chicago Area Waterway System]." 

 

Schuette also noted that his April 2014 comments on the Corps' GLMRIS Report urged the 

Corps to move forward immediately with actions like those recommended by the Great Lakes 

Commission, which included interim measures at Brandon Road. 

 

Schuette's formal comments emphasized the following: 

 

 

•Constructing additional measures in Joliet, Illinois are only interim steps. They may serve as a 

"bridge" in time to reduce risks until an effective permanent remedy—hydrologic separation—is 

implemented, but they are not a substitute for it. 



 

 

•Time is of the essence. The Corps' existing electrical barrier system cannot be relied upon to 

prevent the movement of Asian carp through the Chicago Waterway into Lake Michigan. With 

each day that this situation continues, the risk that enough Asian carp will enter the Lake to 

trigger the establishment of a reproducing population increases. Thus, it is imperative that the 

Corps move as quickly as possible to design and implement measures to reduce that risk.  

 

•The Corps should not wait until it completes further study of all potential control measures for 

Brandon Road. Instead, the Corps should proceed in phases, and prioritize those risk-reduction 

measures that can be most quickly designed and implemented. For example, the Corps could 

expeditiously design and install technologies (e.g., underwater cameras and/or sonar) to monitor, 

in real time, for the presence of Asian carp within the Brandon Road Lock. The results of that 

monitoring could then be used to guide immediate responses, such as changes in lock operations 

or selective application of fish poison. 

 

•The Corps need not wait for further Congressional authority before taking any additional action 

at Brandon Road, or elsewhere in or near the Chicago Waterway. Instead, it should use its 

existing legal authorities under 2012 and 2014 laws to the fullest extent possible in order to 

expedite action.     

 

 

OFFICE OF ATTORNEY REGULATION COUNSEL AND COLORADO 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE WARN CONSUMERS ABOUT 

WORLD LAW ENTITIES 
 

02/05/2015  

DENVER — The Colorado Supreme Court on Monday ordered a debt settlement company using 

the name World Law to cease certain operations in the state. 

 

Hundreds of Colorado consumers paid sizeable amounts to entities using the trade names World 

Law Direct, World Law Debt, World Law Group and World Law Processing. Consumers 

believed the entities would provide legal representation while settling their debts at a discount. 

The entities advertised through websites such as www.worldlawdebtassistance.com and 

www.worldlawdirect.com. 

 

On Monday, responding to a recommendation from the Presiding Disciplinary Judge, the 

Colorado Supreme Court issued a temporary injunction ordering the World Law entities to stop 

their unauthorized practice of law. Despite claiming to be associated with a law firm, World Law 

entities have used unsupervised paralegals to provide legal services, including drafting pleadings 

for customers to file in defense of collections proceedings. 

 

World Law continues to advertise and operate in Colorado despite a district court order earlier 

this year prohibiting the entities from their deceptive trade practices. In a lawsuit filed in Denver 

District Court, the Attorney General alleged that World Law entities had taken fees prior to 

settling consumers’ debts, in violation of Colorado’s Debt-Management Services Act. In 



addition, the Attorney General alleged that World Law entities falsely promised to provide 

customers with licensed Colorado attorneys but instead used non-lawyer employees to draft court 

pleadings in violation of the Colorado Consumer Protection Act. In October Denver District 

Court Judge Robert L. McGahey ordered World Law-related entities to stop advertising, 

enrolling customers, collecting fees, providing deceptive legal forms and information regarding 

legal services, and to stop interfering with customers’ accounts. 

 

The Office of Attorney Regulation Counsel and the Colorado Attorney General’s Office urge 

World Law customers to read the Supreme Court’s order in case No. 14SA282 and the Denver 

District Court’s order in case No. 14CV31779 and consult a licensed Colorado attorney about 

their rights. 

 

For additional information, call Attorney Regulation Counsel Jim Coyle at (303) 457-5800 or 

contact www.StopFraudColorado.gov 

 

Foreclosure Consultant Restricted After Misleading Spanish-Speaking 

Customers 
 

Phoenix, AZ - On January 15, 2015, the Maricopa County Superior Court approved a Stipulated 

Consent Judgment obtained by Attorney General Mark Brnovich against Phoenix- based 

Brother’s Help Solutions (BHS) and its owner Nelson Molano. The company located at 2720 

East Thomas Road Suite C259 Phoenix, AZ 85016, provides foreclosure consulting and loan 

modification assistance. 

 

The Consent Judgment found that BHS and Molano deceitfully required Spanish- speaking 

customers to sign a contract drafted entirely in English. The contract misrepresented the 

difficulty of loan modification application submissions, omitted facts related to the application 

process, and required up-front payment in violation of Arizona’s Foreclosure Consultant Stature. 

The company also altered and cashed checks that were supposed to be paid to client’s lenders. 

 

The Office of the Arizona Attorney General filed a consumer fraud lawsuit against BHS on 

November 12, 2014. The Complaint alleged that BHS and Molano violated the Arizona 

Consumer Fraud Act (ACFA). 

 

BHS and Molano are prohibited from engaging in all conduct in violation of the ACFA and 

future conduct that may violate the ACFA. The Consent Judgment orders BHS and Molano to 

pay $20,000 in civil penalties, restitution to all consumers filing a complaint with the Attorney 

General from January 15 and July 15, 2015 and  attorneys’ and investigative costs of $9,450. 

 

“My office fights to protect all consumers from fraud in our community,” said Attorney General 

Mark Brnovich. “If you have been a victim of deceitful businesses practices, we encourage you 

to bring that information to our attention.” 

 

You can file a consumer complaint by contacting the Attorney General's Office in Phoenix at 

(602) 542-5763, in Tucson at (520) 628-6504, or outside the Phoenix and Tucson metro areas at 

http://www.stopfraudcolorado.gov/


(800) 352-8431. Bilingual consumer protection advocates are available. Consumers can also file 

complaints online by visiting the Attorney General’s Web site at www.azag.gov. 

 

This case is being handled by Assistant Attorney General Jordan Christensen.  For more 

information contact Kristen Keogh (602) 339-5895 or Kristen.Keogh@azag.gov. 

 

 

Attorney general nominee Lynch doubles down on pro-Web gambling views 
 

by David Kravets - Feb 17, 2015 11:23am MST  

 

Loretta Lynch, tapped by President Barack Obama to become the nation's next attorney general, 

said that if she's confirmed, she likely wouldn't alter the Justice Department's landmark opinion 

that opened the door to legal online gambling for the first time. 

 

Online, casino-style gambling was thought to be illegal in the United States until 2011, when the 

Justice Department's Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) said it was OK (PDF) as long as it was 

done in-state and that Internet sports wagering was prohibited. 

 

Beyond Nevada, New Jersey and Delaware are the only other two states offering Internet 

gaming, but as many as 10 states are considering it. 

 

Lynch, now the US attorney for the Eastern District of New York, was peppered with questions 

about Internet gambling during her Senate confirmation hearing last month. But in follow-up 

written answers to questions, she explained her views even more last week. 

 

In response to a question from Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) she said she would review the 

OLC opinion but wouldn't likely alter course. 

 

If confirmed as Attorney General, I will review the Office of Legal Counsel opinion, which 

considered whether interstate transmissions of wire communications that do not relate to a 

sporting event or contest fall within the scope of the Wire Act. It is my understanding, however, 

that OLC opinions are rarely reconsidered. If confirmed, I will read the opinion and if it 

articulates a reasonable interpretation of the law, I would welcome the opportunity to work with 

you and other Members of Congress to address concerns about online gambling through 

legislation. 

 

She added that she believes the OLC opinion still makes it unlawful to bet on sports online. 

 

"OLC concluded that the Wire Act does not extend to interstate transmissions of wire 

communications that do not relate to a sporting event or contest," Lynch wrote (PDF). "As noted 

in my response to question 1, above, if confirmed I will review the opinion and determine 

whether I find OLC’s interpretation of the statute to be reasonable." 

 

mailto:Kristen.Keogh@azag.gov


Rep. Jason Chaffetz (R-Utah) has reintroduced legislation, backed by casino mogul Sheldon 

Adelson, that would undermine the OLC opinion and make online gambling unlawful, even if it 

was already legalized by a state government. 

 

Online gambling, however, hasn't produced blockbuster results as anticipated. 

 

Among the major problems within the three states with legalized online gambling, players must 

physically be inside of the four corners of the state to wager. This is checked via IP address and 

location-tracking software that verifies a gambler's coordinates when logging into the system. 

 

Ultimate Gaming, an online gambling concern that went belly up in Nevada in November, said 

the rules were too onerous. 

 

"As has been the case in other jurisdictions, online poker revenues in Nevada have fallen far 

short of original projections,” Tom Breitling, chairman of Ultimate Gaming, said in a statement. 

"Moreover, the state-by-state approach to online gaming has created an extremely cost-

prohibitive and challenging operating environment. These factors have combined to make the 

path to profitability very difficult and uncertain. Consequently, we have decided to cease 

operations." 

 

A vote on Lynch's nomination to succeed Attorney General Eric Holder is not expected until 

next month at the earliest. 


