To Keeping in Touch:

My name is Joe Obermeyer, and I am the Youth and Outreach Coordinator at Bdecan Presbyterian Church, located outside of Tokio, N.D., on the Spirit Lake Reservation. Bdecan is part of the Dakota Presbytery.

Founded as a missional church in 1879, and formally organized in 1881, construction of the current-day Bdecan church building began in 2001 and was dedicated in April 2002. The old church building, which is located next door to the new church, is the Bdecan Food Pantry.

Bdecan Presbyterian Church is the only Presbyterian Native American Church in North Dakota.
I’m writing to let you know about the many positive changes that have occurred at Bdecan in the last few years. After playing with the kids on my first Sunday at Bdecan, I realized how much the kids yearned to play with someone. Playing with the kids has really built the kids trust in me.
Shortly after I arrived, we developed a Sunday school program for the kids was started and in the fall of 2013 we added a mid-week Bible program. The mid-week program, which is now called KICK (Kid's in Christ Kingdom), started with about five kids, and now more than 15 kids participate each week. KICK consists of dinner first, followed by a story and activities.

In September 2014, we developed a joint youth group with Dacotah Oyate Lutheran Church, which is down the road from Bdecan. Some of the youth group activities to this point include movies, a Super Bowl Party, and performing a variety of volunteer jobs at the Bdecan Food Pantry. Getting the youth involved with service projects in their teen years will, we hope, get them involved as volunteers throughout their lives.

Bdecan members prepare the Bdecan Food Pantry to open to the community once a month. On the night the pantry is open, they pack boxes of food to give to whoever comes. Also, a church in Devils Lake, N.D., now serves soup the night the pantry is open.

Beyond the pantry, members help with holiday parties and other special events at the church. Parents assist with weekly programming and a youth ministry committee helps oversee children and youth activities. This committee also helps plan the holiday parties.
Bdecan receives funding from people and churches of the Presbytery of the Northern Plains and from other partner churches. God has done amazing things at Bdecan Presbyterian Church and Bdecan is extremely grateful for all the funds it receives.
There has been a huge amount of work done at Bdecan Presbyterian Church so far. Many people have worked to bring Bdecan to where it is today and there are amazing things that Bdecan sees in the future.

But to sustain this ministry in the years ahead, Bdecan needs your help. Bdecan needs partner churches.

One way to become a partner would be to bring a mission team to Bdecan to do construction work, to bring a Vacation Bible School program, or both.  The kids in the community look forward to VBS all year long.

Another way you can partner with Bdecan is financially. Bdecan really needs financial support. Please prayerfully consider becoming a financial partner with Bdecan and help sustain the ministry that is happening at Bdecan for years to come?
There are two ways that you can contribute financially to Bdecan. 
If you would like a quick, easy, and safe way to give online, please go to www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org, click the donations tab on top, and click the online giving heading. This will take you to the forms to fill out.
If you would like to contribute by check, please make check out to the Presbytery of the Northern Plains. In the Memo line, write Bdecan Presbyterian Church, along with one of the following accounts: Bdecan Food Pantry, Youth and Outreach Coordinator Position, or Bdecan General Fund. If you would like your donation to go to a special event (kids winter coat giveaway, backpack giveaway, or other fund) please include the project or event on the memo line.

Please mail your check to: 
Presbytery of the Northern Plains 
5555 South Washington Street
Grand Forks, ND  58201 
For more information on Bdecan Presbyterian Church please visit our new website: www.bdecanpresbyterianchurch.org

If you have questions, please contact
Joe Obermeyer
Youth and Outreach Coordinator
Bdecan Presbyterian Church
Phone: (701) 294-2283
e-mail: bdeecanpresbyterianchurch@yahoo.com
