
Sense of Place: A Key to Hunter Recruitment 

As a young kid, I often sought refuge under a large post oak which was located in a narrow tree-line on 

the backside of the 3 acre “ranch” that I grew up on. I still clearly recall spending hours under that big oak, 

with BB gun in hand, which later became a Savage .22/.410 over and under, in pursuit of birds, squirrels, 

and other unsuspecting critters. At times I would seek out that old tree to simply escape the “real world” 

of books, yard-work, and such, sitting in the shade of the sprawling canopy of the old oak, doing nothing 

more than taking in what Mother Nature provided within my immediate view.  

     Decades later, the big oak still stands in that same spot in the rural community of Combine. My parents, 

along with other family members, are buried in a small country cemetery within walking distance of the 

location. That particular spot represented an incredible sense of place to me during my early formative 

years, and it still does today. And, some of my earliest childhood recollections of the sights, sounds, and 

smells of wild things and “wild places” can be traced back to that location, which undoubtedly instilled a 

sense of relevance for many of the things that I continue to appreciate and value today, including hunting. 

Over 80 years ago, Aldo Leopold used to opine about sense of place values representing a fundamental 

tenet in advancing wildlife conservation as part of our American culture. More recently, award winning 

author Richard Louv, has written extensively about the significance of these outdoor connections 

interacting with human health and well-being. Our human ancestral past is one that is tied to the outdoor 

world and is inextricably tied to various outdoor activities, including hunting. E.O. Wilson’s research on 

biophylia shows that people are hardwired to want to connect to other living systems and we innately are 

drawn to outdoor settings. But, as we all know, our society has grown distantly connected to wild things, 

wild places, and hunting, as urbanization has continued to swallow a larger percentage of our growing 

human population. With this disconnect, comes less and lost opportunities for kids, and adults, to develop 

a sense of place with the kind of settings which essentially provide a bridge to hunting.  

I think it’s important that we do not under-estimate the various pathways which can ultimately connect 

people to hunting. Many of us were conveniently introduced to hunting at an early age by a parent or 

other family member. But, for others, there is often a more indirect path to hunting which is softly bridged 

through a lighter touch. Creating relevance for hunting through appreciation for wildlife watching, 

camping, backpacking, and simple interactions with the outdoors, provides a natural segway into hunting 

for some folks, and the introduction to these outdoor pleasures may be as rudimentary as access to city 

parks, a small woodlot behind a subdivision, a creek alongside a golf course, or a thin tree-line on the back 

of a 3 acre lot.  

We should continue to provide a full-court press on developing various youth hunting programs, as well 

as other “traditional” hunter recruitment type of efforts, but let’s not overlook the “soft sell” of trying to 

toggle a switch by simply getting kids into environs that are not totally wrapped in concrete and plastic. 

Outdoor-related things that you and I might take for granted, may be deeply meaningful to others who 

have not had much exposure to those types of places; places that offer micro “outdoor classrooms,” an 

opportunity to observe bugs and birds, to find solace and peace, and to connect to something that bigger 

than ourselves. Relevance for natural resources and wild creatures creates a fertile opportunity to have 

an intelligent discussion about the role of hunting in conservation funding, even when all parties are not 

hunters; so in some cases, what we are talking about, here, is creating a community with similar values, 

using sense of place as the ignition point. 



Funds generated from hunting have served as the chief financier for terrestrial wildlife conservation in 

this country for over 100 years and there is no replacement champion waiting in the fold. Our hunting 

community needs to be keenly aware of the important need to project a positive image to the non-hunting 

sector of our society, of who we are and what we do, while also fully recognizing the need to provide 

convenient stepping-stones as part of our hunter recruitment efforts. 

I’m pleased to say that business is good at WSI. Our bookings are brisk and we are currently active with 

our various exotic game species hunts. I hope all is well in your part of the world. Please do not hesitate to 

let us know if we can assist in any way with your future hunting needs. And remember, life’s better 

outside, so get out and enjoy it, and better yet, take a kid with you. 

Cheers, 

Greg Simons 

 


