
Dear Friends, 
Thanks to everyone who responded to the invitation to participate in creating this Lenten Devotional Booklet.  
If you were unable to participate because of time constraints, or did not because you were intimidated by this 
exercise, I hope you will contribute the next time.  I am overwhelmed by the efforts of every single person who 
sent in their reflection.  I gave minimal directions in recognition that readers of a biblical texts come to it with a 
variety of life experiences and assumptions which inform our reading.  Responding in this free form manner 
helps us to realize that there are not right or wrong ways to look at Scripture, except when our ways of reading 
and responding do not “seek to serve Christ in all people”, leading us to “love our neighbor as ourselves.” 
 
Enjoy the ponderings of your fellow parishioners, friends, and some other additions used to fill in the holes. I 
wish you the experience of a deep and meaningful Lent. 
 
Blessings, 
Fr. Andrew Butler 
 
Ash Wednesday – February 18                       Michelle Van der Leur                             Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven.  “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward.  But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that 
your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  “And whenever you pray, 
do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.  “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as 
to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But when you fast, put oil 
on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

______________________________________ 
In this passage Matthew condemns the hypocrites who make a spectacle of themselves to show others how holy 
they are.  He admonishes us to pay attention to the things we do to honor God. In this age of mass consumerism, 
it is important to be reminded to "store up our treasure in heaven and not on earth."  All of our possessions will 
be dust when we die.  If we want to receive God's blessing, our good works, prayers and fasting must be done 
secretly.  Our Father in heaven will know of these things, just as He knows us, and will reward us. May God's 
love give us the strength and courage to do His will during this Lenten season.                
 
 
Thursday - February 19   Words and Tune by Kathleen Thomerson   1 John 1:3-10 
We declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. God Is Light. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 
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I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world; The star of my life is Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all; The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 I want to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, And show me the way to the Father.  

 I’m looking for the coming of Christ; I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. 

 
Friday – February 20                   Susan Hinkson-Carling                                  2 Timothy 4:1-5 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing 
and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. For the time is coming 
when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As 
for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

_______________________________________ 
My ears itch, I said. 
My ears itch, I pled to no one in particular, I said; 
My ears itch for the good news ahead, but will I let my ears be falsely led?   
My ears itch, I said. 
My ears itch for daily bread.             
 
Saturday – February 21    Edith Monteagudo                                    Matthew 9:2-13 
And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” Then some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man 
is blaspheming.” But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is 
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Stand up, take your bed and go 
to your home.” And he stood up and went to his home. When the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and 
they glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings. As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man 
called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. And 
as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous 
but sinners.”                                   ____________________________________ 
·      In these times of so many bad things happening around us, it is truly hard to forgive.  Let’s look into our 
hearts and forgive those who have sinned against us. 
·      Let’s be as faithful as Matthew and when we hear the voice of God calling us, let us follow him without 
questions or reservations. 
·      “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”  Look around neighbors and others in need and be merciful and kind rather 
than making fake  sacrifices that only please yourself  and to show others how good you are.  
 
Monday – February 23                                  Buffy Weeks                      Ephesians 2:1-10 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world, 
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All 
of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were 
by nature children of wrath, like everyone else.  
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But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life. 

_________________________________________________ 
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God -- not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast."  You mean I don't need to do anything to be saved - it will just 
happen automatically because of God's love for me?  Well, I don't think it's quite that simple.  Maybe this verse 
hinges on what is intended by the word "works".  Here, I'll interpret "works" as meaning going out and earning 
Brownie points -- doing something people will notice and say "What a good person!"  What we must do is to 
have the faith that moves us to sit quietly and pay attention to what God is saying to us, to allow ourselves to 
step away from "the world", and spend time with God.  In doing this we will be filled with God's grace and 
peace, and doing His will flows naturally and without undue effort. 
 
 
Tuesday – February 24                                Florence Maduro                                                      1 Peter 3:8-18 
Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do 
not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were 
called—that you might inherit a blessing. For “Those who desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep 
their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit; let them turn away from evil and do good; let them 
seek peace and pursue it.  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 
good?  But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 
be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence, Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil.  For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 

________________________________________ 
In this letter, Peter is giving a code of conduct to the churches in Asia Minor. “Always be ready to make your 
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you”. Most of us would say, we 
do not discuss politics or religion. Here we are urged to defend our beliefs, but in so doing not to be offensive. 
And occasionally we might be called to suffer the consequences of our right actions, because Christ suffered to 
bring us to God. As a Lenten discipline, instead of self-denial, this is a prescription for positive action; “Seek 
Peace and Pursue it.” 
 
Wednesday – February 25     Lauren Scott                                              Matthew 4:1-11 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty 
nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”  Then the devil took him to the holy city and 
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 
is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you 
will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”   
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Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 
him.’”  Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  

_________________________________________ 
People often think they know what is best for you. What you should say, where to live, what to do and who to 
love. Their intent may not be malicious, simply looking out for your best interest. Advice can also be 
calculating or self-serving at your expense. I believe God gave us brains and free will to make mindful 
decisions and to demonstrate to ourselves and others the power of restraint and delayed gratification. Nothing 
truly rewarding comes without dedication, sacrifice and at times, lonely resolve. In this passage, Jesus reminds 
us of the richness gained by being steadfast over life’s long journey. 
 
Thursday – February 26                          Posey Krakowsky                                                Romans 3:21-31 
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he 
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 
of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 
by the law.  Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since 
God is one; and he will justify the circumcised on the ground of faith and the uncircumcised through that same 
faith.  Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 

___________________________________________ 
Romans 3:28:  For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
That’s the one.  It’s the text that inspired the Protestant Reformation.  Martin Luther read these words anew, and 
their impact on him sparked changes that we are still feeling every day.  Our own particular tradition, 
Anglicanism, is a legacy of those changes, and even though we pride ourselves on maintaining a via media 
stance between Roman Catholicism and confessional forms of Protestantism, we are Protestants.  I feel this 
most keenly when I talk about our church with Roman Catholic friends.  They are always amazed that in the 
Book of Common Prayer (p. 13), the laity are listed as the first order of the Body of Christ, before bishops, 
priests and deacons.  A theology of the ministry of all of the baptized, up front and center in our prayer book.   
 
I wish I could say that I understand every nuance of this passage -- but I don’t.  Theologians still wrestle with it 
today.  For me though, the most important thing that I hear, loud and clear, is that God’s Grace through Jesus is 
unconditional, available to all, no matter who we are, what we do, how we look, or what we have.  We are all 
beloved by God precisely because of our uniqueness - our brokenness - our humanity -- our complexity.  There 
is not one other person who occupies the same time and place as each of us.  And we are beloved for that 
singularity.  We are, to God, irreplaceable.  Nothing that we fail to do or do will ever change that.  Paul says: all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his Grace as a gift. That is good news 
indeed.  
 
Friday – February 27                                              Aija Sears                                                     Romans 4:1-12 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?  For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  Now to one who works, wages are not 
reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. So also David speaks of the blessedness of those to whom God reckons 
righteousness apart from works:  “Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not reckon sin.” Is this blessedness, then, pronounced only on the 
circumcised, or also on the uncircumcised? We say, “Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.”  
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How then was it reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before 
he was circumcised. He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith 
while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who believe without being 
circumcised and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, and likewise the ancestor of the circumcised 
who are not only circumcised but who also follow the example of the faith that our ancestor Abraham had 
before he was circumcised.  

____________________________________________ 
God accepts Abraham through his faith. Abraham lets God work for him. His strong faith and trust in God gains 
him acceptance by God even before he enters into the covenant with God. Faith is a gift given without regard to 
deeds. Whether one accepts it readily is another matter.  But is faith always accompanied by trust? Sometimes 
faith is easy, but trust challenging.  Will God do what is good?  God will do what is right. Distractions can stand 
in the way of embracing complete relationship with God. Let God work.  God is always there. Are we always 
there for God? Give it all up to God. Don’t meddle. 
 
 
Saturday – February 28                               Kolu Baysah                                                              Mark 8:27-30 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 
one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

_________________________________________________ 
During the time of Christ there were a variety of opinions about Him, which prevailed among the Jews.  Some 
said that He was John the Baptist, some Elijah and others one of the prophets.  We may see the same thing in 
present day.  Christ is little understood and many still have different opinions.  Many know the name Christ, 
acknowledge Him as one who came into the world to save sinner, but few fully realize that He is very God, the 
one Mediator, the only source of life and peace.  Jesus posted the question to His disciples at a time when He 
was poor, without honor, wealth or power in the eyes of the Jews and non-believers.  When Simon Peter 
answers, “You are Christ,” his strong faith was not shaken by Christ’s poverty or low estate or by the opposition 
of Scribes and Pharisees, or the contempt of rulers and priests.  His bold confession: “You are the Christ,” is 
true evidence of living faith and is required of disciples (which we are) of Christ. There is much that we can 
learn here from Peter’s conduct.  Unstable as he sometimes was, the faith he exhibited is worth imitating.  We 
must be ready and prepare to confess Christ with few on our side and many against us and know too, that we 
will not find our Savior and His doctrine popular.  Our true faith reminds us that Jesus takes notice to those who 
confess Him before men. 
 
Monday – March 2                     Hymn by Whittle and McGranahan (1884)                          Hebrews 1:8-12                           
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed 
you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 
clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and 
your years will never end.” 

Thou remainest, blest Redeemer 
Thou remainest, blest Redeemer, Lord of peace and Lord of strife, 

Jesus, Savior, Lord forever, Thou remainest, Christ, my life. 
Refrain 

Thou remainest.Thou remainest. 
Thou remainest, Christ, my all; 

Peace or conflict, joy or sorrow, Thou remainest, Christ, my all. 
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Satisfying every longing, of my sinful soul for grace; 
From my weakness never turning, thou remainest, Christ, my peace. 

 
One by one my loved ones leave me, Voices sweet no more be heard; 
But of God naught can bereave me, Thou remainest, Christ, my Lord. 

 
When from earth, Thou, Lord, shalt call me, calm I’ll lay my burden down; 

For I know, whate’er befall me, Thou remainest, Christ, my crown. 
 

 
Tuesday – March 3                                           Diane Farrell                                         Hebrews 11: 1-3, 13-19 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  Indeed, by faith our ancestors 
received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not visible. All of these died in faith without having received the promises, 
but from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the 
earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire 
a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them. By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the 
promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac that descendants 
shall be named for you.” He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and 
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  
                                                  ________________________________________ 
I have read the first verse of this letter to the Hebrews over and over again. A simple sentence defining faith. 
Well, bow my head. Had I taken this gift for granted? Yes. How many times have I said “Thank God" not 
recognizing or a acknowledging that it is this gift of faith which has carried me through life. 
Wednesday – March 4                        Jake Jones (Lauren Scott’s Father)                                 John 12:36-43 
While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said 
this, he departed and hid from them. Although he had performed so many signs in their presence, they did not 
believe in him. This was to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “Lord, who has believed our 
message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” And so they could not believe, because Isaiah 
also said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that they might not look with their eyes, and 
understand with their heart and turn—and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw his glory and 
spoke about him. Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human glory more than 
the glory that comes from God. 

____________________________________________ 
I received and accepted this Great Light as stated in John 12:36 over sixty years ago. The true test of my faith 
and commitment to it is and what I shall always endeavor to do, is to  apply this Great Light, Jesus, which 
includes kindness, goodness, and mercy to my daily living and to share with others during this Lenten season. 
 
Thursday – March 5                 Madeleine Jones (Lauren Scott’s Mother)                                1 Peter 2:4-10 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  To you then who 
believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 
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you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

____________________________________________ 
God sent his son, Jesus, to be the cornerstone of our lives. By accepting Jesus' teachings and living our 
lives in The Word and sharing these teachings with others, we are able to reject the darkness that dooms some 
and receive the mercy God has for believers.  
  
Friday – March 6                                               Kathy Valyi                                                            Acts 7:30-40 
 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in the flame of 
a burning bush.  When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the 
voice of the Lord: ‘I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ Moses began to 
tremble and did not dare to look.  Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.  I have surely seen the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and 
have heard their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Come now, I will send you to Egypt.’ “It was 
this Moses whom they rejected when they said, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ and whom God now sent 
as both ruler and liberator through the angel who appeared to him in the bush.  He led them out, having 
performed wonders and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses 
who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up a prophet for you from your own people as he raised me up.’ He is 
the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and 
with our ancestors; and he received living oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; 
instead, they pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, ‘Make gods for 
us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has happened to him.’ 

__________________________________________________ 
When I read this passage, I’m struck by its last two verses, speaking of “our ancestors” who push Moses aside. 
As the book of Acts leads up to the history of the founding of the Christian church, the first chapters recount the 
early prophets. Here, Acts echoes the third book of Exodus, where Moses hears the voice of the Lord in the 
burning bush that is never consumed by its own flames. Acts goes beyond a simple reprise, though. We’re 
asked to think further about Moses’ authority, those who turned away from him and, in Acts, and those who 
ultimately embrace his authority. As we know from reading the story in the Bible, the most published book on 
Earth, the burning bush has taught many more than Moses the message of God’s redemption. Perhaps I’m too 
much a child of the internet era, but this story makes me think of Marshall Mcluhan’s argument that the form of 
a medium embeds itself in a message and influences the perception of the message. Long before electronic 
media or commercial advertisement, God used the power of a miraculous medium to burn in our minds, hearts 
and souls the message of His redeeming grace. 
 
Saturday – March 7    http://www.sermonsfromseattle.com/series_a_vision_on_a_mountaintop.htm               Mark 9:2-8 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by 
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  Then a cloud overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  Suddenly when they 
looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

_______________________________________________ 
Have you been to the mountain? Have you had visions…where you know for sure that you are loved by God? 
Visions…that Jesus Christ is the mind of God, the heart of God, the Son of God, the truth about God. Have you 
caught that vision? Visions of what it means to love one another. Have you caught the vision of God’s kind of 
love? Have you been to the mountain? With Martin Luther King Jr., have you beeeeeeen to the mountain and 
have you seeeeeeen the Promised Land. It is true. If you go to a mountaintop, you just may see forever. Amen. 
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Monday – March 9                                     Martha Diaz                                                  1 Corinthians 3:10-23 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is 
building on it. Each builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each has done. If what 
has been built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned up, the builder 
will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s 
temple is holy, and you are that temple. Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, 
you should become fools so that you may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 
that they are futile.” So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos 
or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, 
and Christ belongs to God. 

__________________________________________________ 
Jesus, the Carpenter 

The builder of our foundation 
Has laid down the stone and mortar 

For our salvation; our soul. 
How now do we, 

Brothers and sisters, 
Build upon it? 

 
To our God, Lord and Savior, 

We are his most precious creations 
His Temples… 

To honor our most High 
We must erect his Great Temples 
In honor, in reverence of His Love 

To withstand his fiery Test on the Day 
 

So, my brothers and sisters 
Come not with great design 

With preconceived and grandiose notion 
Come to build with a humble heart 

With precious metal and stone 
That can withstand His Test on the Day 

For feeble materials will not endure this Day 
Nor are they worthy of our Lord 

 
Tuesday – March 10                                    Hymn by John Brownlie (1907)                         Hebrews 9:23-28 
Thus it was necessary for the sketches of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly 
things themselves need better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a 
mere copy of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with 
blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ, having been 
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offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are 
eagerly waiting for him.          _______________________________________ 

The King shall come when morning dawns, And light triumphant breaks; 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills, And life to joy awakes. 

 
Not as of old, a little child to bear, and fight, and die, 

But crowned with glory like the sun, that lights that morning sky. 
 

O, brighter than the rising morn, when He, victorious rose, 
And left the lonesome place of death, despite the rage of foes; 

 
Wednesday – March 11                                 Marcia Callender                                                  Mark 11:15-19 
Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling and 
those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those 
who sold doves; and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. He was teaching and 
saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it 
a den of robbers.” And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; 
for they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when evening came, 
Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 

_________________________________________________ 
So, Jesus had enough. For just shy of three years of his baptism, walking where no man on Earth could walk, he 
feed the multitudes, changed water to wine, lifted the dead back to life, released demons from the diseased  and 
with a wave of his hand the storms and seas were calmed. Now in the final steps of his journey, Jesus walks in 
to Jerusalem, probably exhausted, hungry and with the weight of the world on his shoulders, he walks in to the 
temple, designated holy ground, only to walk in to a scene of hagglers, beggars, animals prepared for sacrifice, 
yelling, aggressive, people carrying on in ways anything but holy. Jesus had enough, got angry and reacted not 
as what was expected as the proclaimed, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of 
Peace, not as the Son of God, but as a man, teacher, leader, in magnitude of Biblical proportion of rage tearing 
the place down. Once he released his anger, Jesus then once more enlightened his followers gone astray by 
reiterating what he had told them at an earlier time, as children of God what is expected them regardless of what 
others will direct them to do. Hearing his words, his followers were once again subdued as they were taught and 
the Chief Priest, the ones who led the followers astray, were now reminded why they so feared this man, who 
with a wave of his hand could calm the storm and turn the temple upside down, leaving the crowd “spellbound”. 
Jesus leaves Jerusalem to re-group, preparing to return the next day, blessing the fig tree he cursed on his way in 
the day before, to now, in faith in its season will grow fruit. When I was younger, as a child, this scripture upset 
me; the thought of Jesus getting angry scared me. But now as an adult, I get it; sometimes you have to step out 
of character to keep the ones we love on track especially in those times when in spite of our prayers they are led 
into temptations and need protection from evil. 
 
Thursday – March 12            Elizabeth Smith, Union Seminary, Richmond, VA                  Ephesians 1:3-6 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love.  He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

_______________________________________________ 
“George W. Stroup offers five key insights on election pertaining to this passage in Ephesians. First, election is 
“a statement about the wonder of God’s grace in Jesus Christ…It is above all else an affirmation that the God 
Christians know in Jesus Christ is gracious beyond the wildest reaches of their imaginations.” Second, election 
is about God’s sovereign will, not our actions—our text notes in verses 5, 9, and 11 that “God’s choosing or 
election is rooted in the good pleasure and mystery of God’s counsel and will.”  
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Third, Christ is to be the “looking glass” in which Christians should consider their election, as God’s election is 
always through Christ. Stroup points to Calvin and Barth, who claimed that by looking at the life of Christ and 
seeing the grace and mercy of God, we should be assured that we are included in God’s promises. Fourth, 
election “reminds Christians that they are adopted children of God;” this adoption is a gift, not a right. Fifth, we 
must be mindful that God’s election “does not make Christians ‘special’ in relation to other people, but calls 
them to specific tasks of serving God and neighbor.”” 
 
Friday – March 13      William Loader, Murdoch University, Uniting Church in Australia         Ephesians 1:7-14 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when 
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, 
to the praise of his glory.________________________________________________ 
This elaborate and somewhat flowery acclamation is grounded in its underlying vision of divine love. People 
and things will be one when they acclaim love and compassion and acknowledge those alone as what rules. 
That vision of Christ is then a vision for the church and the whole world. It already shows itself where barriers 
and prejudice are broken down. The 'you, too' is part of the realisation of the vision. The spiritual life, the fully 
human life, is life joined with the yearning of God for all people and all creation. The glory of God fills the 
earth when the world finds reconciliation and hope in love. This is a single and big vision of justice and peace, 
in which we, too, are invited to share. 
 
Saturday – March 14                                 Lolita Chandler-Crumpley                                            John 3:1-13 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 
The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, 
I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If 
I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

____________________________________________________ 
I think that Jesus refers to being born of water as being born in the physical sense, gestating in water while in 
our mother’s womb. We live our lives in the physical world influenced by what we have been taught about the 
Bible, about Jesus and Christianity.  We live our lives with our point of view about what it means to be a 
Christian. When Jesus refers to being born of the Spirit, I think that he is talking about  a second birth of 
enlightenment where, like the wind,  in that invisible space we live our lives with love, forgiveness, caring for 
each other, and by our actions, making a difference in the world.  In essence, with introspection and reflection 
we can be born again in Spirit. 
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Monday – March 16                               Jo Anne Krause       Hebrews 3:1-6 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, holy partners in a heavenly calling, consider that Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses also “was faithful in all God’s 
house.” Yet Jesus is worthy of more glory than Moses, just as the builder of a house has more honor than the 
house itself.  (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) Now Moses was faithful 
in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that would be spoken later. Christ, however, was faithful 
over God’s house as a son, and we are his house if we hold firm the confidence and the pride that belong to 
hope.  

________________________________________________ 
Maybe Paul's hardest task was working with his own Hebrew brothers and sisters, those few who had joined the 
Jesus followers. They had a long, well-established religious tradition behind them, they had figures like Moses--
the great deliverer--in their pantheon of holy men. Paul seems to me to be straining here to come up with a 
comparison that will establish the supremacy of Jesus. Moses is the house, Jesus is the builder. Who is greater? 
Moses was the faithful servant, Jesus is the faithful son. Who is greater? "We, brothers and sisters, holy partners 
in a heavenly calling,...are the house for God's son, if we hold firm..." The metaphors here don't really work for 
me, but I do understand the effort Paul labored under. I do get that sometimes it is hardest for us who have long 
laid claim to Jesus to see who he really is. 
 
Tuesday – March 17                                     Leah Rogove                                                1 Corinthians 10:6-13 
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become 
idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 
play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single 
day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents.  And do not 
complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as 
an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you 
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall.  No testing has overtaken you that is not common to 
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will 
also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 

______________________________________________ 
One of my friends has a child with autism. He is 17 now, and is flourishing beautifully. When he started out as a 
2 year-old, non-verbal little guy, who could not sit still or stay clothed, it was hard to imagine that he would 
increase his vocabulary to more than 20 words. He is becoming more independent, finally attending high school 
and participating in community based programs. It has been the battle of a lifetime, but it seems as if the 
collective efforts of my dear friend and this young man's team are paying off.  My friend is often heard referring 
to this scripture passage.  She always talks about her faith and God testing her.  The end of the passage reads, 
"No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it". 
Her faith has always kept her strong, and good thing, because she is constantly being tested.  I can hear her now 
saying, "God only gives us what he thinks we can handle but why does he have to have so much faith in me?" 
In recent years she has found a renewed strength in her faith, and in turn, I believe her son has flourished. She 
has shown me how hard it is to stay focused on your faith; how challenging understanding, letting go, and 
accepting life's difficulties can be...but she does it. Somehow, she does it. When difficulties arise, when life is 
hard (which it always seems to be in one way or another for us all), will you rise up, face the challenges, 
conquer the temptation and stay true to your faith? Only you can truly know the answer. 
 
Wednesday – March 18                                    Anne Doughlin                                                       John 8:12-20 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” Then the Pharisees said to him, “You are testifying on your own behalf; 
your testimony is not valid.”  Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid 
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because I know where I have come from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going. You judge by human standards; I judge no one. Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is valid; 
for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.  In your law it is written that the testimony of 
two witnesses is valid. I testify on my own behalf, and the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.”  Then 
they said to him, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew 
me, you would know my Father also.”  

________________________________________________________________________ 

He spoke these words while he was teaching in the treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his 
hour had not yet come. In this passage Jesus assures that by following him we will be spared the fate of living in 
eternal darkness. There is relief from our darkest personal moments or difficult life situations by focusing on 
him and the father. It is imperative that we open our hearts and minds to allow him in. The challenge to and 
skepticism of his status as shown by the Pharisees demonstrate the danger of not accepting him as our personal 
savior. It is an opportunity lost. 
 
Thursday – March 19                                         Sarah Stevenson                                              Hebrews 4:1-13 
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest is still open, let us take care that none of you should seem to 
have failed to reach it. For indeed the good news came to us just as to them; but the message they heard did not 
benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter 
that rest, just as God has said, “As in my anger I swore, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” though his works were 
finished at the foundation of the world. For in one place it speaks about the seventh day as follows, “And God 
rested on the seventh day from all his works.” And again in this place it says, “They shall not enter my 
rest.” Since therefore it remains open for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed 
to enter because of disobedience, again he sets a certain day—“today”—saying through David much later, in the 
words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them 
rest, God would not speak later about another day. So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of 
God; for those who enter God’s rest also cease from their labors as God did from his. Let us therefore make 
every effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs. Indeed, the word of 
God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all 
are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 

______________________________________________ 
This passage focuses on the promise of entering God’s Rest, and reminds us that the punishment for our 
disobedience is not entering that rest.  Now I know they’re talking about Capital-R Rest here – the Rest of 
Heaven, the Rest of Death…  but since they pair is up with ordinary old rest (“And God rested on the seventh 
day from all his works”)…  and the specific notion of a Sabbath rest (“So then a Sabbath rest remains for the 
people of God”)… and maybe because I’m just so darn tired at the moment that ordinary rest sounds so awfully 
appealing and the very idea of having rest denied to me sounds so downright awful…  I can’t help but frame my 
thoughts in that direction…  So here’s what strikes me:  This passage reminds us that the ultimate punishment is 
for God to deny us Rest, yet we spend vast quantities of energy denying ourselves rest – adding too many to-
do’s to our calendars, over-committing to too many things, promising more than we can deliver, driving 
ourselves mad to do, do, do… more, more, more…  And we wonder why we are not fulfilling our potential as 
God’s creation?  Every parent knows that a cranky toddler probably just needs more sleep; every educator 
knows that there is a direct correlation between sleep and academic success; every person engaged in 
intellectual or creative work knows that the greatest breakthroughs come not from unrelenting effort, but instead 
from the moments when we put aside that effort, when we allow ourselves to let go, when we rest our minds, 
allow them to wander – it is in rest that we achieve creativity, in sleep that we restore, we process, we dream…   
Let us labor, yes….  But let us also rest… for in that ordinary rest (just as in that Heavenly Rest) we are one 
with God. 
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Friday – March 20                                                Anita Dutt                                                   Hebrews 4:14-5:4 
Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 
fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Every high 
priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to 
weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And 
one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

_____________________________________________ 
"Find grace to help in time of need" 
At first, this passage feels hard to fathom because of the designation “high priest."  Isn't there only one high 
priest, Jesus? How can we know if we are chosen for this role?  I think the answer lies in the prayer "Let us... 
find grace to help in time of need." If we consciously do something for others, not just for personal gain, our 
perspective changes and gives us a wider view of the world and our place in it.  We are so much more than our 
working, striving, and consuming.   There is also a caution to do give in the most gentle or humble way since 
we all have our share of needs, weaknesses, and failings.  Having faith means to know that we are not doing this 
alone. 
 
Saturday – March 21                                         Robin Newman                                                     John 12:1-11 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her 
hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 
given to the poor?”  (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it 
was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

__________________________________________ 
"Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair". 
Judas, despite what his motives might be, then asks what seems to be a reasonable question, "Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” Three hundred denarii was a vast 
sum of money - the equivalent of one year's hard work and wages - and certainly could have been put to "good 
use" helping people who were hungry, homeless, impoverished. This would have made good sense. It would 
have been pragmatic. BUT Mary's gift was not just the costly perfume; her gift was the entirety of her life, love, 
and labor. True love cannot be quantified. It is absolute, priceless, and without limit. Mary's gift gives us a 
glimpse of the love that Jesus gives to us, immeasurable, everlasting, unbounded, and eternal. 
 
Monday – March 23                                         Margo Tyler                                               2 Corinthians 3:4-11 
Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  Now if the ministry of death, 
chiseled in letters on stone tablets, came in glory so that the people of Israel could not gaze at Moses’ face 
because of the glory of his face, a glory now set aside, how much more will the ministry of the Spirit come in 
glory?  For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, much more does the ministry of justification 
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abound in glory! Indeed, what once had glory has lost its glory because of the greater glory; for if what was set 
aside came through glory, much more has the permanent come in glory! 
 
It is so natural for us to congratulate ourselves and to accept accolades for a job well done, for our 
accomplishments, for the money we have made, for the contributions we have given, for the walls we have 
climbed or broken down. And we often absent-mindedly thank God because that is the right and the traditional 
thing to do. But how often do we give sincere thanks from the bottom of our hearts because we realize that "It is 
God who helps and enables us to do these things. My mother-in-law was a Seventh Day Adventist, who did not 
drink, smoke, wear jewelry etc. Even though I loved her dearly, I often thought that she was a little extreme. 
She was never however, one to proselytize. She seemed to realize that you could lead a good life and be a good 
person, even though you did not do it her way.  
 
She died in 1993. She was not well off. She did not have a car or a lot of money. At her funeral, there were the 
usual accolades, but there were also a parade of people who came forward to tall those assembled that she had 
cooked and brought them food when they were hungry, had brought them money when they were in dire straits, 
who came to sit with them when they needed company and prayed with them when they were in need of prayer. 
She did all this without the knowledge of her children or her friends or her church members. She did all this on 
public transportation, in the winter cold, in the summer hear and without regard for her personal safety in some 
of the neighborhoods she was entering. I sat in awe learning so much about this woman I thought I knew. It was 
at that funeral that I recognized her private ministry of the spirit. And what could be more glorious. 
 
Tuesday – March 24                                Malcolm Callender                                                          Acts 2:14-24 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 
is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  ‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents 
in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him 
among you, as you yourselves know—this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 

__________________________________________ 
Peter was the disciple who before Jesus was crucified said he did not know him, but now he is tells everyone 
about how much he loves Jesus. Here after everyone spoke the same thing in their own languages, Peter is 
telling all the people basically to get ready for when Jesus comes back. He is motivating them to get excited and 
feel good. I remember one Sunday a lot of people at Church, got up and talked in their own language the same 
thing at the same time. It made me feel really good. I thought it was really cool. I guess that is what Peter was 
getting the people ready for something really cool. 
 
Wednesday – March 25                                     Lauren Scott                                                        John 12:34-50 
The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that 
the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a 
little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the 
darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may 
become children of light.” After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. Although he had performed 
so many signs in their presence, they did not believe in him.  This was to fulfill the word spoken by the prophet 
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Isaiah: “Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” And so 
they could not believe, because Isaiah also said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that they 
might not look with their eyes, and understand with their heart and turn—and I would heal them.” Isaiah said 
this because he saw his glory and spoke about him. Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. 
But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved human glory more than the glory that comes from God. Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes 
in me believes not in me but in him who sent me.  And whoever sees me sees him who sent me.  I have come as 
light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness.  I do not judge 
anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the 
world. The one who rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day the word that I have 
spoken will serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself given me 
a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I 
speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told me.” 

________________________________________ 
People often think they know what is best for you. What you should say, where to live, what to do and who to 
love. Their intent may not be malicious, simply looking out for your best interest. Advice can also be 
calculating or self-serving at your expense. I believe God gave us brains and free will to make mindful 
decisions and to demonstrate to ourselves and others the power of restraint and delayed gratification. Nothing 
truly rewarding comes without dedication, sacrifice and at times, lonely resolve. In this passage, Jesus reminds 
us of the richness gained by being steadfast over life’s long journey. 
 
Thursday – March 26                Alyce McKenzie, Edgy Exegesis, 2014                         Philippians 2:1-11  
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

____________________________________________________ 
Jesus didn't elevate himself. He came down to our level. And if the Son of God refused to elevate himself, then 
why would anyone dare to elevate him or herself above others? Jesus came to earth to be level with you and 
level with me. So why would any of us still keep our eyes cast down, making ourselves lower than our Savior 
views us? Oh, I know there are many reasons, but this little baby's hand, now soft and dimpled, one day, 
callused and strong, reaches down to lift you up. This baby is the leveler. His mother knows it as she rocks him 
in her arms. He is the son of the God who "has brought down the powerful from their thrones and exalted those 
of low degree. (Luke 1:46, Mary's Song)" I invite you to walk closer to the manger. Look at his young mother. 
Her face is serene but exhausted. Look at his young father, his face firm with a determination to keep his 
vulnerable young family safe. Look at him, the baby: so tiny, so helpless, level with you, level with me, the Son 
of God. What a risk he took becoming human, enduring all that you and I have to endure and more! 
   
Friday – March 27                                           Allen Scott                                                     Philippians 2:12-18 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may 
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 
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in which you shine like stars in the world. It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the 
day of Christ that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.  
But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you— and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me. 

___________________________________________ 
When I read this passage, I think of being a father with my young son. When I am with him, he obeys (for the 
most part) without antics because he knows I expect him to behave. The true testament of a well-raised child is 
when he behaves when I am not looking. When he is alone with his friends, doing the right thing not because of 
the consequences of retribution but for the joy of living a good life. I have personally seen the damage wrong 
living can do and it is my mission in life to instill in my son the values and joys of life that God can give. 
 
Saturday – March 28                                     Jon Rogove                                                  Mark 10:32-34, 46-52 
They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them; they were amazed, and 
those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to 
him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; they will mock 
him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.” They came to 
Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind 
beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more 
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the 
blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My 
teacher let me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his 
sight and followed him on the way. 

______________________________________________ 
Mark 10: 32-34 depicts Jesus courageously and selflessly supporting his disciples as they apprehensively follow 
him to Jerusalem, very much aware of what is to come of their beloved master.  Jesus sensitively prepares them 
for what would soon happen: “The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they 
will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and spit upon 
him, and flog him, and kill him.” He then promises them “after three days he will rise again.” Even being fully 
aware of what he will have to endure, Jesus was completely committed to our salvation.  
  
Shortly after, Jesus and his disciples arrive at Jericho where they encounter a blind man named Bartimaeus who 
is sitting by the roadside crying out for Jesus: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’” (Mark 10: 46-52).  
Although many in the crowd chastise and criticize Bartimaeus, Jesus sympathetically invites him over and 
restores his eyesight, pointing out that his recovery is due to his faith: “Go; your faith has made you well.”  
Bartimaeus has unwavering faith in Jesus – He knows in his heart that Jesus will save him and even continues to 
follow him: “Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.” 
  
To me, these passages exemplify Jesus and everything he did and continues to do for those who open their 
hearts to him.  Jesus is the embodiment of steadfast, unyielding love and goodness.  Jesus is the sturdy, loving, 
altruistic reality that cradles, guides and strengthens those who trust and follow him. 
 
Monday – March 30                                Maggie Greenfield                                                           John 12:1-11 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her 
hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one 
who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 
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given to the poor?”  (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)  Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since 
it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

_________________________________________ 
A first reaction to this scripture, which I find quite challenging, is that it is a prescient and sad statement. Two 
thousand years ago there were poor people, and Jesus saw that it would always be true. This passage points to 
the truth that while the needs of the world are great, there are also other needs, spiritual needs. There are times 
to reserve the expensive perfumes, the choice foods. There are reasons to build and sustain beautiful buildings 
like Christ Church. These are for the sacred: the first days, the last days, poignant celebrations and moments of 
crisis.  But this passage leaves me with some questions—while reserving 300 denarii of perfume for the final 
days of Jesus’ life was right and acceptable, we must pay attention to where the limits fall. It is clearly not right 
to concentrate our wealth on rituals and extravagance without attending to those who suffer. Those limits may 
have been clear to Jesus, but they are less so for us today. 
 
Tuesday – March 31                                 Michele Disco                                                                John 12:20-36 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.  “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard 
it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die.  The crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains 
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, 
“The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake 
you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the 
light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 

____________________________________________ 
Jesus has come into Jerusalem, but time is short.  There is anxiety among the followers who have so many 
questions, and like us, struggle to understand.  Even Jesus is troubled, prefiguring the night before his 
crucifixion.  He seems to tell and retell the importance of serving God through him, wrapped into metaphors for 
his own death.  Will the followers ever get it in time?  Are there other places where he directly asks God to back 
him up, and God answers?  The followers try to interpret the thundering response, but Jesus tells them to make 
of it what they will, “whatever.” The image that speaks to me is walking with the light to find our way.  I think 
of the children singing “This Little Light of Mine” and the parish joining in a few weeks ago on MLK 
weekend.  We try to follow the light, believe and take the light into ourselves, to become God’s children who 
shine from within.   
 
Wednesday – April 1                                   Patricia Penella                                                          John 13:21-32 
After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—the one 
whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he 
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was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who it is?” Jesus answered, “It is the one 
to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, 
he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus 
said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.”  Now no one at the table knew why he said this to 
him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for 
the festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor.  So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night.  When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 

________________________________________________ 
Jesus Foretells His Betrayal.  JC states that someone will betray Him and identifies the one by giving him the 
dipped piece of bread.  After accepting the piece of bread Satan entered into Judas, which makes me think that 
maybe Judas wasn’t acting of his own free will and that Satan was directing him.  (Today we would say Judas 
was “not guilty by reason of insanity”.)  What really stands out to me is, not only did JC know of His betrayal, 
He set the wheels in motion and allowed events to play out.  What gets me thinking is JC’S TOTAL 
ACCEPTANCE OF WHAT IS TO COME.  JC’s total surrender, total acceptance of God’s will, not 
Judas/Satan’s betrayal, but to God’s will – *Ok, so when I have conversations with Jesus Christ as my dearest 
friend,  we have evolved to me calling him JC for short J it works for us. 
 
Thursday – April 2                                      Roberta Todd                                                   John 13:1-17, 31-35 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.”  Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell 
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them. When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

___________________________________________________ 
When I read these verses it emphasis the commandment “Love Thy Neighbor as thy Self,” Jesus has 
represented this by washing the feet of others granted these are people he knew but that act of washing your feet 
at the time was either  done by oneself or a servant that was lower in stature then yourself. So this act 
demonstrates this commandment strongly.  I recall how when my mother went through Chemotherapy and as 
the poisons left her body it was challenging to keep her clean.  I would assist the nurses in the hospital to clean 
her.  It was hard but gain I knew her and I loved her.    
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However to keep this commandment is hard as I consider when I walked home from the bus for this recent 
snow storm and a car was stuck in the snow 2 blocks from my hours. I assisted the driver by helping to push but 
there was no traction.  So I recommended the driver call AAA and went on home.   If I had followed the 
commandment I would have returned with dirt and a shovel to help the driver.  This thought crossed my mind 
and had this person been someone I loved or I knew I would have returned and helped to move the car out of 
the snow. 
 
Good Friday – April 3    William Loader, Murdoch University, Uniting Church in Australia  Hebrews 10:16-25 
 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their 
hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” He also adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds 
no more.”  Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, my friends, 
since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened 
for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let 
us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching. 

________________________________________ 
…Another ground for confidence comes in 10:23 - you can rely on God. God means well. It is an affirmation of 
who God is. Faith includes believing that God really is reliable and to be trusted and that God really does care. 
Most of us learn love not through abstract contemplation or even necessarily in private prayer, but in relations 
with other human beings. This is a basis for confidence. We need to support each other. We need community. 
That takes effort, even some discipline. It is easy for some people to slip into solitude. Christianity is not about 
people being happy solitaries, but about being dissatisfied and passionate together about change. Plenty of 
religions, including many forms of Christianity serve the former. The image which Jesus creates is not of serene 
individuals who have found the meaning of life and can let life go by unruffled, with peace in their hearts and a 
kind of sterile morality which never does wrong and never does any good. 
 
Holy Saturday – April 4                          Jackquelynn Jones                                                 Matthew 27:57-66 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph 
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the 
rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
were there, sitting opposite the tomb. The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, 
‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; 
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and 
the last deception would be worse than the first.”  Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it 
as secure as you can.”  So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

___________________________________________________ 
I cannot pretend to be a scholarly student of the Bible.  I know it intuitively…the significant passages, psalms 
and prayers I remember from childhood.  Having been brought up in the Baptist church and wandering for 
many years, I became an Episcopalian by, I think, divine intervention. It was meant to be!   My mother, who 
was brought up as a Southern Baptist, as an adult became very disillusioned and did not attend church, but was 
adamant that her children attend Sunday school. She really did not care where…just go to church!   In her later 
years she would visit the Episcopal Church and one day said to me that she was so sorry she had not become an 
Episcopalian.   As her life was coming to an end, I was fortunate to work with an Episcopal priest who would 
come in early and spend a few minutes in the classroom to speak with me and give words of encouragement.  
As my mother lay dying he gave her final blessings and said prayers with our family.  
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That gesture gave so much comfort to us.   Shortly after her passing, a neighbor brought me to Christ Church 
Riverdale…the divine intervention…my church home. 
 
Every year, during Lent, I listen and read the Passages leading to the Resurrection.  I am overwhelmed with a 
sadness. Having been brought up with the visuals of the Bible through Cecil D. DeMille  I tend to visualize so 
much of what I read.  So my image of Jesus’ body waiting to be claimed and finally stepping up to the plate, 
comes Joseph from Arimathea,  is vivid.  So many of us do not step up to the plate and I include myself. Joseph 
gives up his own tomb. If not, where would He have been buried? Mary Magdalene and the “other Mary” were 
sitting opposite the tomb.  I always thought the “other Mary” might have been Jesus’ mother, but in my research 
there are many different theories and explanations and I remain uncertain.  But my heart breaks for these two 
women to have witnessed the crucifixion, and now are sitting outside of the tomb, and are witness to the 
argument to secure the tomb, because the “imposter” will be stolen away by disciples.  He said in three days he 
would rise again! Who was there to comfort these women?  And even today, at so many family funerals, the 
bereaved one is sitting, waiting, listening arguments that are no longer relevant.  During this period I always 
have questions.  So much has not changed. And I welcome the Resurrection.  Despite it all I am joyful and 
renewed with hope. 
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