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First U nite d B loom ington is finding it m e a ningfully trouble som e to be fille d so full of m inistry
opportunitie s inourownbuilding. H istorica lly the churchsa nctua ry ha s be e nfille d withm usic va rie ty.
W ith the ne a rby India na U nive rsity a nd our outsta nding a coustics a nd pipe orga n,FirstU nite d ha s
be e nhom e tore cita ls from oboe s toope ra singe rs. W hile m usica l a rts a re be a utiful,ourstruggle ha s
be e n,how tobe a church to those who while still pe rha ps ha ving disce rning m usica l e a rs ne e d the
a dditiona l touchtha tcom e s from re ce iving one ’s m ostba sic ne e ds m e twhile notturning ourba ck s on
historic involve m e nts.

This ye a ris finding us de volving de e pe rintoourcom m unitie s ne e ds a nd a dding
ourse lve s a nd our pla ce to a ne ve r shorting list of a va ila ble com m unity ca ring
spots. W e a re now inour sixth ye a r of be ing a hom e for those e xpe rie ncing
hom e le ssne ss inoura re a . Thre e nights a we e k we a re a she lte ra nd a pla ce to
e a tfor sixty m e na nd wom e n. FirstU nite d is joine d with twe nty othe r fa ith a nd
non-fa ith pa rtne rs in providing the volunte e rs to sta ff a nd a dm inistra te the
progra m .

Ina ddition,this ye a r we ha ve we lcom e d a s gue sts four H e a d Sta rtcla ssroom s.
W e ha ve long give nourse lve s towonde ring wha tdive rsity m ightlook lik e inour
building. H e a d Sta rtha s shownus wha titca nbe gintobe .

A tthe othe r e nd ofa ve ry long ha llwa y we a re now hom e to a nd
providing volunte e rs a nd giving to our a re a ’s progra m to provide
nutritiontothe m osta trisk a thom e se niors inourcounty… .which
is a lso na m e d M onroe . The food pa ntry ta k e s ove r two la rge
room s a nd a ha llwa y a s volunte e r sta ffse cure s food,pa ck a ge s it
into bundle s a nd the n ha nd de live rs to ne e dy se niors in our
com m unity twice a m onth.

O ur be ll choir now pra ctice s be twe e nsta ck s of pota toe s a nd pile s of rice a nd
be a ns. O nM onda ys the spa ce ove rla ps with the sounds of B loom ington’s G a y
M e n’s C horus a nd inbe twe e nthe spa ce is use d,ofcourse ,forA A a nd A L A N O N
m e e tings.

Inm uch the sa m e m a nne rthe othe re nd ofthe sa m e ha llwa y we sa y goodbye to
thre e to five ye a r olds a nd turnthe ir cla ssroom s into sle e ping spa ce s for those
who ne e d a sa fe ,se cure ove rnightshe lte r a nd a wa rm m e a l. W e a re ope ra ting
24/7forthre e da ys a we e k .

W ill we we a r outourspa ce ? W a s this wa y the spa ce wa s e ve r e nvisione d tobe use d? Ifwe we a r
outour spa ce doing the se things we hope itis be ca use tha tis wha tdoing toom uch good re sults in
ha ppe ning. Inthe m e a ntim e our m a ny com m unity involve m e nts a re tre a te d with the m a ny a nd
be a utiful sounds tha tourm usic progra m continue s toinspire .


