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For over a year now I’ve had the pleasure of meeting regularly with Rev. Steve Hay of Asbury United Methodist.  Among the things we have discussed are ideas for bringing the various churches of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County together to present a unified message to our community.  While each of us has a distinct mission and witness we believe we also have some areas of shared mission. When we lift those up together it benefits everyone—our congregations and the community.  

One of the things we all have in common is the Bible.  Yes, there are important differences in how we interpret and apply Scripture but I believe all of us can agree that the Bible is important and that we would like to see increased Biblical literacy.  With that in mind, Steve and I did a little looking and discovered a program called “The Bible in 90 Days.” We would like to invite all the Churches of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County to join in promoting this summer.  

Being a part of this can mean as little as announcing the challenge and distributing the chapter and verse break down needed to accomplish reading through the Bible in 90 days.  It is about 12 pages a day and many have found it easier to take on a 90 days program than to do some of the Bible in a year programs.  Alternately, accepting this invitation can mean as much as building your summer sermons around the Bible in 90 Days challenge, having small groups and Sunday School classes built around the Bible in 90 days challenge and perhaps joining together for some sort of kick off and celebration at the beginning and end of the Bible in 90 Days challenge.  Zondervan has produced a number of resources around this program and there are a number of free resources available at www.biblein90days.com.  But imagine the encouragement it would be to people if they heard and saw many congregations in Harrisonburg and Rockingham Country all challenging them to read their Bibles through this summer!  We might even be able to coordinate a number of cross-congregational Bible studies/small groups through this challenge.

In order to further explore The Bible in 90 Days program and ways we could all partner in promoting it, Steve and I would like to invite you to meet with us on Thursday, February 5, at 10 a.m. in Showker Hall of First Presbyterian Church – 17 N. Court Square.  Please pass this invitation on to others as Steve and I have only a limited network and we really would love to see as many as possible join in challenging this community to read the Bible in 90 Days this summer.

In Christ,
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Rev. Jon E. Heeringa 						Rev. Steve Hay
First Presbyterian Church, Harrisonburg				Asbury United Methodist Church
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