
SMHEC Participates in Greater Calumet Region 

Promise Zone Application  
  

Viewing the Southland MakerLab network as a strong initiative to bolster the region, Cook County requested 
SMHEC participation in a county-led group applying to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
for federal designation for the Greater Calumet area as a Promise Zone. While not a direct funding opportunity, 
the designation provides successful applicants with preference for certain competitive Federal programs. 

Cook County serves as the lead applicant in partnership with the City of Chicago and several communities in the 
Greater Calumet Area, including Blue Island, Crestwood, Dixmoor, Harvey, Hazel Crest, Markham, Posen, 
Riverdale, Robbins, and South Holland.   

Introduced by President Obama in January 2013, the Promise Zone designation is an initiative to partner with high-
poverty communities across the country to create jobs, increase economic security, expand educational 
opportunities, increase access to affordable housing, and improve public safety. To date, 5 Promise Zones have 
been designated, and the current round of applications will result in 8 additional designees, including 6 urban 
communities. The Promise Zone designation is for a term of 10 years, and designees receive the following benefits: 

  

• Deployment of 5 AmeriCorps VISTA members to each Promise Zone 

• Assignment of Federal staff to help navigate Federal assistance and programs 

• Preference for certain competitive Federal programs 

• Technical assistance 

• Tax incentives (pending enactment by  Congress) 
  
Cook County’s application focuses specifically on the Greater Calumet region, an area in urgent need of economic 
opportunity.  The application proposes a preliminary plan to implement new educational standards for students; 
increase access to health and social services; foster increased economic activity by redeveloping underutilized 
industrial sites, making critical infrastructure investments and training individuals for skilled manufacturing work 
(our MakerLab network); create well-paying jobs for residents; improve the quality of affordable housing; and 
reduce crime by increasing efficiencies in public service delivery.   

SMHEC’s commitment for this Promise Zone application is the development of a regional MakerLab network with 
ten institutions providing space, personnel, and relevant existing equipment. Actual initiatives and partner 
participation may vary depending upon the actual Promise Zone programs created.  

  

 


