
January 4  Chad 
Title: In The Beginning 
Text: Jeremiah 31:7-14, Ephesians 1:3-14, John 1:1-18 
It’s the first Sunday of the new year. After four whole days, how are you doing with your 
new year’s resolutions? Today we will take a deep breath and give ourselves a break 
from our never ending lists of do’s and don’ts. Regardless of your own best intentions, 
today we will focus on God’s plans for you. 
 
January 11 Natalia 
Text: Genesis 1:1-5, Mark 1:4-11 
Title: Marked and Sealed 
ELCA presiding bishop Eaton said that “baptism was the only ordination we 
need.”  Today we witness the baptism of Jesus, and we learn just what it is about 
baptism that makes it so important for us, and what our Bishop meant.   
 
January 18  Chad  
Text: 1 Samuel 3:1–10,  John 1:43-51 
Title:  Hidden In Plain Sight 
How do you listen for God’s voice? Where do you look for the kingdom of God to be 
revealed? Is it possible to walk right past something of profound beauty and meaning 
without even noticing it? You don’t want to miss this! 
 
January 25  Chad 
Text: Jonah 3:1-5, 10,  Mark 1:14-20 
Title: Fish Stories 
What is harder to believe, that Jonah was swallowed by a giant fish and spit back out 
alive and well three days later or that an entire evil city came to faith after he delivered 
an eight word sermon? Actually, these are only a couple of the outlandish items we hear 
in today’s readings. Wait until you hear the whopper God tells about you! 
 
February 1 Natalia 
Text: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 
Title:  The Things We Do 
We believe that the things we do are not what save us, so then why do good things?  If 
not for God, then for whom?  (notes for staff, tentative, but likely preaching on 1 cor text) 
 
February 8  Chad 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:21-31, Mark 1:29-39 
Title: Secret Church 
There have always been times and places in the history of the church where being 
identified as a member is dangerous. That is not our reality. When we leave for worship 
on Sunday, we will not fear that the neighbors may turn us in. What happens to the faith 
when there is no risk involved? What can we learn from those who worship in the secret 
church? 
 
 



February 15 Chad 
Scripture: 2 Kings 5:1-14, Mark 1:40-45 (going w 6th Epiphany rather than 
Transfiguration texts) 
Title: I Do Choose 
The term “nones” has come to represent the new majority of Americans who indicate 
“none” when asked to identify their religious affiliation. So where do people go to find 
the God in whom they say they have faith? If we are going to invite these folks into our 
community of faith, what should we tell them to expect? What does God have to say to 
those outside of the church? 
 
February 22 Natalia (Lent 1) 
Text: Psalm 25: 1-10, Mark 1:9-15 
Title: Hills and Valleys 
Life is a rollercoaster.  Some days are great, some are not even close.  The same can 
be said of our relationship with God. Some days we feel closer than ever, and others we 
feel as if God is far, far away from us.  How do we navigate this?   
 


