
 

 

      “All students can learn,” means exact-
ly what it says. Each student who enters 
our buildings is capable of learning. It is 
our job to have high expectations and to 
believe in them and challenge them how-
ever and whenever we can.  I think that 
everyone comes into the teaching profes-
sion with this belief, and with the intention 
of making a difference in the lives of kids.  
The day to day struggles and increasing 
pressures in education may make it hard 
for us, though, to adjust to a student with 
significant needs.  Sometimes, it may feel 
or look like a student cannot learn some-
thing. This year has been a testament to 
just that for me. Here at Inglewood we 
had a student join us with needs beyond 
what we typically see in a learning sup-
port setting. This student tested multiple 
grade levels below in both reading and 
math. At first, both my colleagues and I 
were concerned. How could this student 
succeed in this setting with such diverse 
needs?  Well, about a month and a half 
into this process the student is thriving.  

We are supporting this student 
through modified curriculum. In math for 
example, I note the expectation for the 
class and modified expectations for this 
particular student based on the key 
points. I then go through the workbook 
and homework pages and modify them to 
meet the objectives that have been se-
lected through the main concepts.  Care-

ful co-planning with the general education 
teacher allows us to include the student in 
classroom conversations and lessons.  
The student can now write ratios and 
graph positive and negative numbers. If 
we only pushed this child as far as     
functional skills like money and time, we 
may never have tapped into the ability to 
learn other math concepts. The student’s 
Language Arts curriculum is modified as 
well through guided reading books at the 
appropriate instructional level and other 
supports.  We utilize picture cards for se-
quencing and adjust the comprehension 
cards.  Word prediction software and   
audio books on an IPad also allow for 
meaningful participation.  

Taking on students with challeng-
ing needs can be daunting, but it can be 
done. It takes planning, time, and a team 
approach but I do believe whole heartedly 
that all students can learn given the right 
supports. 

 
Chrissy began working in North Penn in    
February 2009 as 
a substitute and 
was later hired as 
a Learning Sup-
port Teacher at           
Inglewood.  A 
North Penn alum, 
ChrissyPhillion 
Kelly, is newly   
married and        
describes herself 
as a “big crafter.”  
She enjoys cake 
decorating and 
spending time with 
her calico cat, 
Gracie.   
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