
We invite all Good Shepherd parishioners, their 

friends and family, and others in the communities 

around us, to join us in the parish hall at Good 

Shepherd Episcopal Church on Sunday, March 1 at 

12:30 pm for a holistic Wellness Fair.  A wide range of 

wellness topics will be represented including exercise, 

healthy eating, healthy hearts for women, prayer and 

stress reduction, mental wellness, reflexology, grief 

support, wellness for marital and couples relationships, 

home remedies and more.  Have your blood pressure 

checked while you are there and pick up a calendar for 

the upcoming Saturday morning Wellness Seminars to 

be held at Good Shepherd.  No sign up is required for 

this event.  For more information contact the church 

office at 828-389-3397. 

Wellness Fair 

Upcoming Wellness Seminars 

 March 21, 10am-Noon - Carolyn Cline Griffiths 

Herbal Remedies, Salves, Tinctures and Oils 

 April 11, 10am-Noon - Benita Esposito, MA, 

Licensed Professional Counselor 

Seven Principles of Making Marriage Work 

 April 25, 10am-Noon - Suzy Christensen 

Healthy Choices for Nutrition and Lifestyle 

 May 9, Noon-2pm - Dr Bud Edmonson, MD 

Women’s Luncheon and conversation on 

Women’s Heart Health  

 May 23, 10am-Noon - Cheri Pinner, RN CNOR 

Medication Reconciliation 

 June 6, 10am-Noon - Keith Christensen, MS 

Mindfullness Practices 

 June 20, 10am-11am - Pat Jordan 

Yoga-lates: Introductory Exercise Experience 

 July 11, 10am-Noon - Sharon O’Dell, RN 

How Good Fats can Improve Health 

March 2015 
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Services 

Every Sunday: 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Rite I  (Nursery 
available) 

9:15 am Adult Spiritual 
Formation  (Nursery 
available) 

10:45 am Holy Eucharist 
Rite II (Nursery 
available) 

10:45 am Children’s 
Church  (Children go 
directly to Children’s 
Church) 

Tuesday: 

7:00 pm Healing with 
Soaking Prayer 

Wednesday: 

Noon  Holy Eucharist 
with Healing Prayer 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Bill 
Breedlove 

Rector 

 

The Rev. Turner Guidry 
Deacon 

For years (actually, more than two decades), Good 

Shepherd has volunteered to work at the Clay County 

Food Pantry during the month of March. This year we 

are proud to add a new dimension, a first! The 

Outreach Committee invites you to be part of this 

initiative. On March 20, (yes, the first day of spring), 

we plan to serve a FREE hot dog (with chips and drink) 

lunch to the patrons of the CCFP. For the 

convenience of the patrons, this meal will be served 

just around the corner from the CCFP at the Young 

Commons Building, located on Hinton Center 

property. Lunch will be served from 10:00 am until 

12:00 noon. While the Men’s Association has accepted 

to help in the kitchen, we will also need a set-up crew, 

greeters, servers, traffic controllers, and, of course, a 

clean-up crew. Look for the sign-up sheet in the parish 

hall. 

What’s more, we need your financial support!  This 

event is independently funded, so your monetary 

donations are essential. If you would like to contribute 

to this “first-of-its-kind” event, please make your 

check to the church and write “CCFP FREE meal” in 

the memo. As we are anticipating and planning for 

some 200 clients, your contribution is invaluable.  

Like a warm embrace of spring, this occasion seems to 

be an opportunity to show our love and care for those 

in our community who are indeed in need. Many 

thanks for your heartfelt consideration. 

 Meg Gring Whitley for Outreach 

FREE frankfurter fest for Clay County Food Pantry – a first! 



Sundays at 9:15 am  

 The Work of Carl Jung and The Impact on Our Spiritual Growth 

February 22-March 22 

Session 1 - Introductions - Who is Carl Jung?    How is he 

significant to spiritual growth?  A Swiss psychiatrist/

psychologist who came forward with the position the 

presence is God is to be found deep within ourselves. 

Session 2 - The relevance of the Unconscious in our relating to the 

outer and inner worlds and   importance it plays in spiritual 

growth.  

Session 3 - The concepts of Anima and Animus as crucial to our 

spiritual growth. 

Session 4 - The inner meanings of Jesus's saying - from John A. 

Sanford's book The Kingdom Within.  Reading of the book 

beforehand is not required, though would add to our 

discussions.  

Session 5 - The Hero Within,  a   roadmap of maturation. 

Session 6 - Video - the impact of the Arthurian Legend with focus 

on the Search for the Holy Grail -  time and date to be 

determined contingent upon interest. 

Suggested Reading: The Kingdom Within:  The Inner Meanings of 

Jesus' Sayings. John A. Sanford  -  Episcopal Priest and Jungian 

Analyst 

For a reading about the life of Carl G. Jung, Memories, Dreams,  

and Reflections by Aniela Jaffe is recommended, again not required. 

This course is taught by George Heilner, MA.  Please sign up in the 

hallway. 

 Lectionary Bible Study meets in the Library downstairs.  Join us 

each Sunday at 9:15 as we work through the appointed readings 

for the following Sunday.    All are welcome.  This discussion is 

facilitated by Fr Bill. 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

The Four Last Things:  Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell 

February 25th - March 25th 

Eschatology is the study of last things, where in the scheme of the 

Christian tradition all of creation will be made new.  Within that 

broader field, the theology of Four Last Things concerns the fate of 

the individual in particular by providing answers to questions such 

as:  

What is death and what happens when we die? What is the Last 

Judgment and how does Jesus’ life and death impact God’s 

judgment?  What is heaven like and who goes to heaven?  What is 

hell and why would a loving God create such a place? 

 February 25 Eschatology 

 March 4 Death 

 March 11 Judgment 

 March 18 Heaven 

 March 25 Hell 

Please sign up in the hallway to let us know you are attending and 

see also the sign ups for the Lenten Soup and Salad Suppers.  This 

course is taught by Fr Bill.   

The Library is now located on the lower level and has been re-

organized with emphasis on user friendly. It is no longer a requirement 

that you know the title of a book or the author. Simply go to the 

category you are interested in and find a book that interests you. From 

Prayer and Spirituality to Fiction and History we have something for 

everyone. You are no longer required to sign out the book. Take it 

home and return it when you are through. We will be happy to re- 

shelve books for you upon return. We accept donations. There is a 

lovely sitting area if you want a place to read quietly; our Rector says he 

uses it regularly. There are tables to spread out if you are doing 

research or prefer to read at a table. There is a computer available for 

research into the most recent discoveries and discourses on church and 

religious matters. Keep your eyes and ears open for details about the 

coming book signing event, as we honor our authors. 

Christian Education 

Library 
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Our Prayer Book catechism answers the question “What is the mission 

of the Church” with the bold reply “The mission of the Church is to 

restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”  That 

mission of the Church is lived out in many ways in our parish including 

worship, Christian formation experiences, our community life, and 

outreach, among others.  In worship, we recall who we are as the 

people of God, we confess where we have fallen short in our 

relationship with God and others, as a sign of being reconciled we pass 

the peace, and then as reconciled people we gather as one around the 

Lord’s table.  In our Christian formation experience, we learn more 

about and draw closer to God.  Our life together in community is a way 

of expressing and growing our unity. Our outreach to others is a way of 

showing our gratitude for our being reconciled and to offer that same 

grace of reconciliation to others.  

While this is the ongoing mission of the Church, the season of Lent has 

traditionally been a time where reconciliation is given special emphasis.  

It is a season of the Church year that begins on Ash Wednesday with a 

reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.  We hear Jesus 

speaking about the pious practices of almsgiving, prayer and fasting that 

the reading suggests he assumes people are doing.  Done in the proper 

spirit, these practices are seen by our Father in heaven and result in a 

store of heavenly treasure, the greatest being eternal relationship with 

God.  Jesus recognized in his day that so 

much of what people should have been 

doing to seek unity with God was instead 

directed to gain the praise of others and 

the treasures in this world.   The reading 

directs us examine our lives - our 

almsgiving, our prayer life, all the various 

things which we have come to enjoy too 

much and from which we might need to 

fast - to make amendment of life where necessary, and in some cases to 

seek reconciliation with God through the Rite of Reconciliation 

beginning on page 447 in the Prayer Book. 

The Episcopal view on private confession with a priest is that “all may, 

some should, none must.”  This is something I will be doing for myself 

and I invite all who feel called to make their confession to take 

advantage of that Rite this Lent.  I have scheduled Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday of Holy Week, 10:00 am-Noon to hear private confessions.  

If you have not made your confession before, I am happy to talk with 

you about your preparation.  

In Christ’s service, 

Fr Bill+ 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church Playground Committee is delighted 

to report that the Episcopal Foundation of Western North Carolina has 

awarded a grant of $7000 to the Playground Project.  The church also 

received a grant of $5000 from the Diocese’s Congregational Vitality 

Program in October of 2014.  These grants, along with the generosity 

of our parish family and friends, have raised the full amount needed for 

construction of the playground.  Additional gifts will help to fund little 

extras to that area, so if you have been intending to contribute to this 

project for our younger members, please do so soon.  Construction 

will begin very soon and will be completed by Pentecost Sunday in 

May.  A heartfelt thank you for all contributions, it could not have 

happened without you! 

Reconciliation 

Playground News 
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Many in the congregation could not attend the Annual Meeting.  In 

order to assure that everyone knows the financial status of the church, 

this edited version of the Finance Committee report is being provided.  

Similar updates will be put into the Highlights on a quarterly basis. 

“The Finance Committee presented the 2014 Total Funding Allocation 

of $387,176 to the Vestry and it was approved in January 2014.  The 

Total Funding Allocation consists of those funds coming from pledges, 

loose offerings, and designated funds.  2014 started with the General 

Fund being $3,797 in arrears.  During the course of 2014, there was a 

significant shortfall in giving during September and October resulting in 

the General Fund being in arrears by $18,047 on December 31, 2014. 

The Finance Committee recommended and the Vestry approved that 

pledge envelopes be given to all singles and families.  This is to remind 

all that even if they do not attend church in a given week the lights are 

still on, the staff is still working and bills need to be paid, and that their 

offering should also cover for the time they were not present.   

In 2014, Good Shepherd had a total income from pledges/loose plate 

offerings, fund raisers, designated giving, mission giving, and monies 

designated to various charities of $533,521.  Of this total, $105,446 or 

19.76% was distributed to multiple outreach functions of the church.  

This is a most generous outpouring from the members of Good 

Shepherd to support those in need throughout the community, the 

country and the world. 

The 2015 Challenge Budget reflected monetary requests from the 

Vestry and ministry heads for the funding to expand existing and to 

fund new ministries was $450,468.  For 2015 projected pledges, loose 

plate offering and designated funds are anticipated to be $389,280 or 

86% of what was requested (this includes $12,000 in anticipated pledges 

from those who normally pledge and their pledges have not been 

received yet).  The Vestry approved a budget of $389,280. This budget 

reflects making the mortgage loan payments from the budget, increasing 

the funding of the diocese giving program to 10% of the budget, funding 

a youth mission scholarship, partly funding a children’s playground, 

funding Outreach only from designated funds and only a 1.5% cost of 

living salary increase to the staff.  The Finance Committee will monitor 

the budget and make recommendations to the Vestry throughout the 

year with the goal that the General Fund will end 2015 in the black.   

Through the generosity of the members of our parish, we are five years 

ahead on the payment of the construction loan.  Once again the love 

for Good Shepherd was shown with $42,284 being pledged to the Debt 

Reduction fund for 2015.  

The Finance Committee cannot emphasize enough that any additional 

donation given to the church for whatever purpose must be separate 

from your normal support to maintaining the operation of Good 

Shepherd.  Keeping the lights on may not sound as worthwhile as 

helping the poor of the world, but it is just as critical.” 

The Good Shepherd Vestry gathered in retreat at the Hinton Center 

January 30-31, 2015, for a time of sharing and planning. The focus of the 

meeting was to define our core values and to review the Strategic Plan 

(SP) and Mutual Ministry Survey (MMS). This led to a discussion of a 

vision for Good Shepherd. 

The SP described the current levels of energy in the parish as 

community building, serving others, and spirituality. The SP 

recommended future action in the following three areas: become 

better known in the community, build more relationships with other 

community organizations, and become a community resource. 

Vestry liaisons will be meeting with ministry chairs and Father Bill in the 

next few weeks to see how each ministry can support these goals. 

 

 

 

Based on these reports and extensive discussion, the Vestry chose four 

goals for 2015: 

 Complete the playground project 

 Establish and support the Children, Families, and Youth Ministry 

Council 

 Establish and support the Wellness Ministry 

 Create a welcoming video for the parish webpage 

The next few Vestry meetings will be dedicated to refining a vision 

statement and developing strategies for implementing the goals. If you 

have any questions or suggestions, please share with a Vestry member. 

With your ideas and prayers, we want to go forward boldly in the work 

of Good Shepherd's ministries. 

The Strategic Plan Executive Summary is available for review on the 

church website (http://goodshepherdhayesville.org/documents/). 

Finance Committee Report 

2015 Vestry Retreat 
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Mark these dates on your calendar and look for more information 

closer to the time of the event: 

March 28 — Grounds clean-up 

Holy Week and Easter Services 

March 29 — Palm Sunday 

April 2 — Maundy Thursday 

April 3 — Good Friday 

April 4 — Great Vigil 

April 5 — Easter 

 

April 11 — Gibbs Garden trip 

April 30 — Red Cross Blood Drive 

May 2 — Ministry and Ministry Conference 

May 9 — Mother’s Day Choir event 

May 15 — Parade of Tables 

May 24 — Parish Picnic and Playground dedication 

Throughout the nearly sixty year history of Good Shepherd Episcopal 

Church, we as a congregation have believed in and embraced the 

healing power of the Holy Spirit through what has become a fairly 

diverse healing ministry.  Parish prayer lists, prayer chain members, 

prayers of the people in church services and our entire pastoral care 

program.  Our Tuesday night Healing Prayer Service, Wednesday 

Healing Eucharist and in prayers at the altar after Sunday services. The 

Eucharistic visitors we send to our shut-ins, hospital visitation teams, a 

new wellness ministry or the comfort and peace that comes wrapping 

up in a prayer shawl.  

The Holy Spirit so fills this church that today even the welcome 

greeting to a newcomer, a revelation from a Sunday school class or a 

new friend made at coffee hour has been the beginning of a journey out 

of pain or darkness for more than one of us.  The healing power of the 

Holy Spirit, with His power to heal and grace to forgive, is actually a 

pretty big way we love and take care of each other.  

A common thread in how we do that is a regularly expressed desire for 

healing of mind, body and spirit in some form for those whom we pray 

or minister to.   Prayers for such healing possibilities seem to have been 

a core practice of our church family for as long as we have been 

together. In fact some pretty amazing healing happens here all the time 

and there are countless examples over the years.   

Following prayers for healing in the sanctuary of Good Shepherd 

church, cancers have in fact disappeared or tumors were gone on the 

day of surgery.  Debilitating back ailments or cases of excruciating pain 

have been known to stop completely. Many people have been set free 

of horrible mental pain and anguish from hurts of their past.  For 

others, impossible social or family situations have found resolution in 

love and forgiveness. Tremendous personal burdens have been lifted 

and fears overcome. For some it was simply the gift of a holy and 

peaceful death, free of pain and fear.   

No this doesn't always happen, but we should give thanks and rejoice 

that in our church, it could, it has, and it does.  These were not TV 

hoaxes or people playing God.  In fact it is very important we 

understand that no one in our church ever healed anyone. God did. We 

asked through our prayers, and it was by his will and only at his 

command that these things happened and will continue to happen. He 

can and wants to do this for us.  Amounts of faith, levels of belief or 

worthiness are not checked.  He does it simply because we are willing 

to ask Him, in Jesus' name, as He commanded us to do.  

The how and why or why not of what happens when we pray for 

healing remains a holy mystery.  Evidence shows in praying for healing in 

mind body or spirit, something always seems to happen simply because 

we ask.  Many times it is exactly the healing we asked for and other 

times completely different from what we expected.  Sometimes it 

seems nothing at all happened, until looking back later, we realize what 

God had actually done in a particular situation.  Clearly He does it His 

way and in His time.  

The healing power of the Holy Spirit really is in this place.  We should 

not let it go to waste nor should we limit God by holding back in our 

prayers.  Instead why not pray together, fervently, boldly, and with 

great expectation, for whatever our healing needs may be. This is an 

amazing gift from an awesome God who loves us and wants to do this 

for us.  All we have to do is be willing to ask. 

In the healing name of Jesus  

The Healing Power of the Holy Spirit is in this place... 
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2015 General Operations Fund: 

 Income YTD:  $364,981 

 Expenditures YTD:  $379,232 

 Balance in Operating Account:  [$18,047] 

Checking Account Balance:   

Receipts for Debt Reduction:  $29,992 

 

Balance on mortgage with bank:  $211,747 

Balance on loan from diocese:  $8,330 

Balance on loan from Mt. of Faith:  $25,000 

 

 

Thank you to all who have contributed to complete their 2014 pledges. 

Financials (January 31, 2015) 

Painting/Drawing Group 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 

How to Sing in a Strange Land: Go Deep, Go Out, Go Together  

First Baptist Church in Asheville 

The Rt. Rev. Rob Wright, Bishop of the diocese of Atlanta 

In Psalm 137 the Psalmist asks, "How can we sing the Lord's song in a 

foreign land?" The Israelites are in exile in Babylon. They are strangers 

in a strange land, and they ask themselves how they can sing the praises 

of the Lord in this context. 

The 2015 Mission and Ministry Conference asks this question of us in 

our time. In a certain sense we are all dislocated simply because of the 

rate of change and the increasing flow of information. Think of the 

difference in our modes of communication now as compared to 1980. 

New technology and these constant changes cause fear. Think of the 

impact of the internet on our world view. And think of the rise of 

secularism and the data that shows the fastest growing religious 

segment are the "Nones"-as in "None of the Above" on surveys of 

religious affiliation. 

How do we sing the Lord's song in this world? How can we sing the 

song of praise in a key that makes sense for 2015? How can we sing 

because even among the changes and chances of this world, we praise 

the goodness of the Lord? How 

can we sing in a way that can 

resonate with those around us-

especially those who have never 

heard or even distrust these 

songs? And how can our actions 

of justice and mercy be our song? 

These are some of the questions 

for the Mission and Ministry 

Conference on May 2. Other 

topics and issues will also be 

addressed.  

Our keynote speaker will be The Rt. Rev. Rob Wright of the Diocese 

of Atlanta. He is outspoken on justice issues. Georgia Trend magazine 

recognized Bishop Wright as the only clergy person in the "100 most 

influential people" of 2015. He was chosen because of his activities on 

health care and gun issues. Bp. Wright has spoken out against capital 

punishment. He supports the blessing of same-sex relationships. We 

look forward to his message for us. 

The booklet detailing all the workshops will be sent to each parish and 

will be on-line right before Easter. Be sure to register early to get your 

first choice of workshops.  

This group meets on Thursdays, 2:00 pm-4:00 pm in the undercroft.  If 

you like to paint or draw and if you would like some company while 

you do it, this is the group for you.  All media welcome.  Contact Jean 

Gora for more information at jean@middlebass.org or 828 389 1590.  

A sign-up sheet is in the hallway. 
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Cheryl and John met in 

1989 and were married 

in 1995. They have one 

son, Johnathan, who is 

15. A niece Nicole 

Wright also lives with 

them. She is 21 and is 

going to Western 

Carolina University 

studying psychology. 

John was the supervisor 

of busses for Dade 

County schools for 32 

years, maintaining not 

only the fleet of busses, but the entire fleet of vehicles belonging to the 

schools. Cheryl was a teacher's assistant and trainer in the pre-K special 

needs ESE program in Broward County. 

John retired when Jonathan was 11, and after researching schools in our 

area, they chose to move to Hayesville because of the school's high 

reputation. Their first acquaintance with Good Shepherd was likely 

through some of the excellent teachers Johnathan  encountered, 

including Georgia Bethel and Judy Bourne, both of whom have had a big 

influence on his life.  

Cheryl was hoping to continue her passion through work with special 

needs children here. She finds great pleasure in helping them develop 

skills they will use the rest of their lives. When that didn't work out, 

she learned of the position of nursery attendant at Good Shepherd, and 

she and the church have been a perfect match. The Notchie's had 

attended the Catholic church in Florida and in Hayesville, but everyone 

is so warm and welcoming at Good Shepherd they feel they have now 

found a church home.  

Johnathan enjoys four-wheeling and "the boys" are restoring a 1963 and 

a 1982 Corvette.  Nicole loves riding her horse Chili and walking or 

biking Jack Rabbit or any outdoor activities. Cheryl is on the board of 

Licklog Players, is a Community in Schools volunteer, and takes yoga. 

And if that isn't enough, the family is active in whatever project Pam 

Roman and the Clay County Chamber is working on, and they rescue 

dogs! 

Cheryl says, "Wherever you go in this town you run into an amazing 

person." Agreed: And, if you hang around very long you'll be fortunate 

enough to run into Cheryl! 
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The Parish Life committee is planning an outing for all parishioners and 

their guests to beautiful Gibbs Gardens, on Saturday, April 11.  Gibbs 

Gardens is nestled in the foothills of the North Georgia mountains in 

Ball Ground, Georgia, not quite 2 hours away.. The Gibbs family has 

developed more than 220 acres of gardens. Their 300-acre estate has a 

25-year-old manor house that overlooks the mountains and gardens.  

Enjoy the serenity of nature and stroll along the streams with many 

waterfalls or around the water gardens with 22 reflecting ponds. Cross 

the bridges and refresh yourself with the beauty and fragrance of 

thousands of plants, flowers, and millions of bulbs that provide a wide 

array of color, shape and texture for the 16 garden venues. The 

grounds include Japanese Gardens, the largest in the nation Water Lily 

Gardens, the nation's largest display of 140 varieties in a natural 

environment, Daffodil Gardens, and the largest display in the country 

Manor House Gardens with seven flowering terraces covering 150 feet 

change of elevation from the Manor House to the Valley Gardens.  

Gibbs Gardens was featured in Southern Living Magazine, February 

2012.  We will leave the church parking lot at 8:30am sharp and will 

carpool as much as possible.  The Arbor Café is on the property.  

Please sign up at the Parish Life bulletin board in the hallway.  

Admission is $20 for Adults  

18-64; $18 for Seniors 65+ and Children 4-17; Children under 3 free; 

Families 2 adults 2 children $75.  Most of the Gardens is wheelchair 

accessible but check www.gibbsgardens.com for conditions if it has 

been raining heavily.  Gibbs phone is 770 893 1880.   

Contact Kathy Rarey at kprarey@yahoo.com or 502 525 7256. 

Outing to Gibbs Gardens 



Born in Tifton, Georgia, 

in 1938 of working 

parents, Ben was well 

schooled in a number of 

things. His mother was a 

school teacher and his 

father was an RC Cola 

sales and route man. His 

mother showed him the 

importance of 

education, and his father 

the necessity of a good 

work ethic. Together 

they raised Ben to be a 

hardworking, well-

educated gentleman.  

Ben started school when he was 6 years old. As it was for most 

children in small town South Georgia, he walked to school. There was 

an ice box in the kitchen and a milkman delivered the milk and cream to 

the house. Ben remembers when WW2 was over. There was a 

spontaneous Victory parade downtown. His Uncle Champ took Ben 

with him to celebrate by purchasing a whole tank of gas, something that 

rationing had prevented them from doing during most of Ben’s life. 

Shortly after the war was over Ben and his family moved to Louisville, 

Kentucky. Ben grew up Baptist.  

Ben was 14 years old when two life changing things happened to him. 

He started High School and got a job. Ben attended Atherton High 

School in Louisville. It was a school of high expectations; nearly 85 

percent of the students went on to college. Ben was the Drum Major in 

the marching band and played the bell lyre. He played tympani in the 

concert band. He was also editor of the school newspaper. With an 

expectation of attending college, Ben found a job as a delivery boy for a 

local pharmacy. The pharmacist was both a Quaker and a Freemason -- 

an interesting. Ben worked all the way through school, saving as much 

as he could to further his education. 

Ben was 17 years old when his father died. The loss of this man who 

taught Ben the value of working and getting the job done left a big hole 

in Ben’s life. It took a long time to heal.  

In 1957, when Ben was 19, he had an opportunity to go to France for 

three months with other young people as part of a work exchange 

program. He had studied French and history in school and so was 

anxious to go. While in France he stayed in a dorm with other students 

and worked in a soap factory for eight weeks. When the program 

ended, he and his friends traveled Europe for the rest of the summer. 

This experience in France was formative. Ben chose to study French 

History in college and grad school. 

Ben went to Georgetown College in Kentucky. He graduated with high 

honors and a major in history. He then got a fellowship at UNC Chapel 

Hill. In 1962 he was awarded a Master’s degree in French History. That 

same year Ben took his first job as a history teacher at West Georgia 

College in Carrollton, Georgia. He started his career teaching Western 

Civilization and other survey courses, as is the custom for junior 

faculty. Eventually he rose through the ranks and was promoted to 

chairman of the history department. However, Ben discovered that he 

much preferred teaching to administration, so resigned the 

chairmanship to go back to the classroom. About the same time, Ben 

was taking classes and doing research to earn his Doctorate in French 

History from the University of Georgia.  

Ben’s career at West Georgia College lasted for 38 years. During that 

time he met Claudia through mutual friends. They were married in 

1995. At the time, Claudia was teaching in two schools in Coweta 

County, and so they bought a home in Newnan, Georgia.  

In 1995 Ben had two items on his bucket list: retire to the mountains 

and hike the Appalachian Trail. Ben and Claudia purchased a house east 

of Hiawassee in 1996, and in 1999 they retired and moved permanently 

to the house, which they remodeled and enlarged. To date, Ben has 

hiked one half of the Appalachian Trail. 

Since retirement, Ben has taught part time at Young Harris College for 

four years. He has visited France ten times (mostly to do research), 

traveled five times to Ireland, and in 2010 he visited Israel, Egypt and 

Jordan to do Bible studies. He has also traveled to Russia, Peru, Mexico 

and Central America. 

It was a good friend in college that introduced him to the Episcopal 

Church. Ben was confirmed in 1965 at St Margaret’s of Scotland in 

Carrollton, GA. He has been a communicant at Good Shepherd since 

he moved to the mountains. He has served Good Shepherd and St 

Margaret’s in a long list of ministries. 

I asked Ben if there were any particular thoughts or words of wisdom 

he would like to leave us with. He emailed me later with this: “Love is 

the calculus that holds it all together.”  

Interview August 2014 by Kathy Wright 

Oldtimer — Ben Kennedy 
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Parish News 

Birthdays in March 

 3 Cameron Bethel, Joe Rybicki 

 4 Susan Goff, Cliff Weathers 

 5 Barbara Wood 

 7 Charlie Gignilliat 

 8 Cheri Pinner, Judy Steinbauer, Suzanne Wagner 

 9 Joan Foreman, Virginia Hunter, Deb Sellers, Zachary Moral 

 11 Beth Hitchcock 

 12 Barb Redmond 

 17 Benita Esposito, BJ Schweikert, Pat List 

 18 Sally Garner, Rory Mackey, Pat Mahon 

 19 Lane Schreiber 

 20 Laurel Sanford 

 21 Susan Hoffman 

 22 Ilse Shepherd 

 23 Marilyn Pierce 

 24 Stephanie Forbes 

 25 Lisa Billetdeaux, Jane Oliver 

 26 Kathy Wright 

 27 Patricia Drew 

 28 Jack Bethel, Nathan Bourne, Jon Czarnecki 

 30 Pat Werdin, Carl Zimmerman 

 31 Kay Covode, Anne Wegner 

Anniversaries in March 

 3 Kaye and Paul TeRonde 

 11 Maggie and Julian Carnes 

 16 Judy and Clarke Bourne, Julie and Jerome Schreiber 

 21 Bev and Dave Larson 

 24 Becky and Jim Harrison 

 29 Abigail and John Granacki 

 31 Georgia and Lamar Battles, BJ and Bob Schweikert 

In Sympathy we are thinking of: 

Deb Sellers on the death of her granddaughter, Natalie Wood. 

Give rest, O Christ, to Thy servants with Thy saints, where sorrow and 

pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 

We have received several thanks for our contributions to our various 

outreach activities. A letter from the Rev. Amy Spivey, Director of 

Program Ministries, thanks us for our Angel Tree donations. “Your 

generous involvement enabled Christmas Care of Clay County to 

provide Christmas gifts of clothing to 257 children. Your contribution 

made a tremendous difference!”  Mary Jo Powers, President/CEO of 

Thompson, thanks us for our continued support through our gifts of 

Campbell Soup Labels for Education. “Your donation helps to ensure 

that Thompson can provide the care and love that many children never 

experience before coming into one of our programs.” In her own 

handwriting, she adds, “Many thanks for your kindness and support!” 

And, I suspect, more notes of gratitude are on their way. Good 

Shepherd has long responded generously to those in need. Thanks for 

all you do.      

Meg Gring Whitley for Outreach 

Thanks abound 
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9:00am Morning Prayer
7:00pm Healing Prayer

31
8:00am Exercise class
9:00am Morning Prayer
7:00pm Higher Calling

30
Palm Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am Holy Eucharist

29

9:00am Grounds clean up
28

8:00am Exercise class
1:00pm Parish Life
3:00pm Centering Prayer

27
7:00am Order of St. George
2:00pm Painting/Drawing
Group

7:00pm Choir rehearsal

26
8:00am Exercise class
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers

6:00pm Lenten Soup and
Study

25
10:00am Writing Group
7:00pm Healing Prayer

24
8:00am Exercise class
10:00am Prayer Shawl
ministry

6:30pm Vestry meeting
7:00pm Higher Calling

23
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am Holy Eucharist

22

21
8:00am Exercise class
10:00am Outreach lunch at
Food Pantry

3:00pm Centering Prayer

20
7:00am Order of St. George
9:30am Order of St. Luke
2:00pm Painting/Drawing
Group

7:00pm Choir rehearsal

19
8:00am Exercise class
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers

1:00pm Stamping Group
6:00pm Lenten Soup and
Study

18
10:00am Writing Group
7:00pm Healing Prayer

17
8:00am Exercise class
7:00pm Higher Calling

16
Mothering Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am Holy Eucharist
12:00pm Honduras planning

15

14
8:00am Exercise class
3:00pm Centering Prayer

13
7:00am Order of St. George
2:00pm Painting/Drawing
Group

7:00pm Choir rehearsal

12
8:00am Exercise class
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers

6:00pm Lenten Soup and
Study

11
10:00am Writing Group
7:00pm Healing Prayer

10
8:00am Exercise class
10:00am Fiber Group
10:30am Parade of Tables
Planning

6:00pm GreenFaith
7:00pm Higher Calling

9
Daylight Saving Time begins
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am Holy Eucharist
12:15pm Rector Townhall
Meeting

8

8:00am Men's Association
7

8:00am Exercise class
3:00pm Centering Prayer

6
7:00am Order of St. George
2:00pm Painting/Drawing
Group

7:00pm Choir rehearsal

5
8:00am Exercise class
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with
Healing Prayers

6:00pm Lenten Soup and
Study

4
10:00am Writing Group
7:00pm Healing Prayer

3
8:00am Exercise class
7:00pm Higher Calling

2
8:00am Holy Eucharist
9:15am Sunday School
10:45am Holy Eucharist
12:00pm Wellness Fair

1
SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMondaySunday

March 2015
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 2 Lent 3 Lent 4 Lent 5 Lent Palm Sunday 
 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 
Sunday, 8:00 am ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
LEMs Kathy Wright Heyward Wilson Pat Jordan Amy Nicolson Mary Anne Kooš 
 Amy Nicolson Mary Anne Kooš David Hourdequin Kathy Wright Heyward Wilson 
Lector Michael Wright Trey Rogers Guy Hunter Harold Lawrence Trey Rogers 
Intercessor Pam Roman Jim Redmond Virginia Hunter Michael Wright Kurt Hoffman 
Usher Don Roman Kurt Hoffman Paul Jordan Harold Lawrence Jim Redmond 
Altar Guild Susan Kelley Barb Redmond Pat Jordan Michelle Lawrence Susan Hoffman 
Nursery: Pam Roman Judy Bourne Susan Morgan Barb Lanwermeyer Pam Roman 
Coffee Hour Romans Redmonds Jordans Wrights Hoffmans 
VPOD Chuck Van Gorder Virginia Hunter Elmer Wilson Judy Bourne Jim Redmond 

Sunday, 10:45 am ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
LEMs Barbara Brewton Georgia Bethel  Jim Reynolds Elizabeth Rybicki Stephanie Forbes 
 Elmer Wilson Tom Griffiths Kathryn Hoyt Barbara Hansen Lois Ann Wentzel 
Lector Betsi Wilson Deanna DuBose Bev Larson Laurel Adams Barbara Brewton 
Intercessor Andy Dickert Carolyn Cline-Griffiths Dave Larson Jerry Taylor Elmer Wilson 
Acolyte TBA TBA Jim Reynolds TBA TBA 
Torch bearers TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA 
 TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA 
Ushers TBA TBA Elizabeth Dickey Jim Reynolds  TBA 
 TBA TBA Ray Dickey TBA TBA 
Greeters Denise Zagrocki Denise Zagrocki Denise Zagrocki Peggy Epton Peggy Epton 
 Deanna DuBose Deanna DuBose Deanna DuBose Jane Oliver Jane Oliver 
Altar Guild Pat Hicks Georgia Bethel Pat Halloran Ruthanne Chesebro Pat Hicks 
 Carol Dehler Carolyn Cline-Griffiths Mary Stewart King Kathryn Hoyt Carol Dehler 
 Linda Lucas Karen Neumann Trish Reynolds Mary Strange Linda Lucas 
 Stephanie Forbes Bev Larson Betsi Wilson  Stephanie Forbes 
Children’s Church Dwain Zagrocki Mary Strange Amy Nicolson Carolyn Cline-Griffiths Jenny Bethel 
    Tom Griffiths Cameron Bethel 
Nursery Paula Whitehead Jenny Bethel Meliss Czarnecki Ruthanne Chesebro Suzi Herbert 
VPOD Kanute Rarey Deanna DuBose Karen Sirmans Jerry Taylor Jim Redmond 
Flower Guild Lent Lent Lent Lent Joy Fox 
Counters Chuck Van Gorder Deanna DuBose Elmer Wilson Judy Bourne Suzi Herbert 
 Kanute Rarey Virginia Hunter Karen Sirmans Jerry Taylor Jim Redmond 

Tuesday Service:  March 3 March 10 March 17 March 24 March 31 
Prayer Ministers Bill Rutledge Bill Breedlove Pat Hicks Harry Baughn TBA 
 Becky Harrison 
Leader Bill Breedlove Michelle Lawrence Beth Hitchcock Rachel Baughn TBA 

Wednesday Service: March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 
LEM Kathryn Hoyt Beth Hichcock Pat Hicks Lois Ann Wentzel 
Altar Guild Stephanie Forbes Pat Hicks Becky Van Gorder Kathryn Hoyt 
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