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                                           From the Copy Editor- Robert W Curtis

RAEA
RETIRED ART EDUCATORS ISSUES GROUP

RAEA MISSION:  To conduct programs of professional activities for state and national events; to encourage 
continued personal involvement and development in art education; to inform State Associations and NAEA of 
concerns relevant to members of long-standing; to encourage and provide mentorship for members of the 
National Student NAEA Chapters

                             From the President - Dean G Johns

This issue brings news of annual RAEA awards, the RAEA cooperative experience with the NAEA 
Preservice Division, the NAEA Research Commission and convention information. In addition we note the 
passing of a great leader in art education DR. JAMES LEWIS TUCKER. 

As I write this portion of the E-Bulletin, a thin layer of ice has coated the landscape around the house.  A fast 
moving winter storm moved through the area overnight dropping freezing rain but it should be gone by noon 
time.  The weather lately, in this area, has been very much a roller coaster ride of ups and downs.  The 
temperature tomorrow is supposed to be in the middle sixties, Wednesday in the seventies, and on 
Thursday who knows! The groundhog predicted 6 more weeks of winter!!  Go figure!!  However, Iʼm not 
complaining!!  Iʼm very glad I donʼt live farther up North where the temperatures are zero or below and snow 
remains on the ground for most of the winter.  

Iʼm originally from North Central Florida where snow and ice were a rarity.  When my wife and I moved to 
North Carolina more than thirty years ago, and I saw my first actual snowfall, not just heavy frost, I can 
remember jumping up and down and calling everybody I knew to let them know that snow was actually falling.  
It can be beautiful and I really enjoy that part of the winter.  But I will be the first to admit that Iʼm not a snow 
person.  After that initial reaction to the beauty of the snow and the landscape pristine under its white winter 
coat, Iʼm truly over it!  I do however, support people who love the winter and winter sports.  One of my sons 
and his wife lived in the mountains for a few years, loved every minute of the winter, and plan to go back at 
some point in their lives.  They currently live in Birmingham, Alabama and have a new baby so moving 
anytime soon is not in the picture.  

Grandchild #11, Wesley Alexander, was born Christmas Day. He is truly the best Christmas present Iʼve 
ever gotten!!  My wife and I are going in early March to visit for a couple of days.  On the way back, we will 
stop at my other sonʼs home to celebrate the 3rd birthday of Grandchild #10, Parker Dean.  It will be a busy 
week but isnʼt that what Grandparents are for?  My wife and I are very fortunate that we are able to travel 
and visit!  When you read the Transitions article by Nelle Hayes, she says that wherever she goes to her 
children and grandchildren is home.  Amen to that!!

Along with Nelleʼs article in this issue, you will find information about other retirees who continue to be very 
active and productive in this other life of retirement.  I hope many of you will be in New Orleans at the 
convention and join us in celebration, camaraderie, and warmer temperatures!!  Looking forward to seeing you 
soon!!!



                     The 2015 NAEA-RAEA AWARDS

 NATIONAL EMERITUS 
ART EDUCATOR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

DR. EMILY “BOO” RUCH, Chair of the RAEA National Emeritus Art 
Educator Award Committee announces that  “Mrs. Nan P. Williams from
Winter Park, Florida has been chosen as the 2015 National Emeritus 
Art Educator of the Year!  Nan comes from a diverse background of 
Art, Music and Theater training.  She has shared  “broad and integratIve
perspective” through extensive leadership roles on local, regional and 
national levels.  As quoted by her colleague…

         “I am double impressed by Nanʼs enthusiasm, and continued 
commitment to advocacy, professional development, and community 
service.  In my long memory, there are few individuals who can match 
Nanʼs versatility, vitality and enthusiasm for teaching and mentoring. Nanʼs 
integrity, energy and dedication to high standards for both teachers and students are qualities of an 
outstanding art educator, especially one who is retired.  Even in retirement her vita keeps going and going.”  
Eldon Katter, NAEA Past President

Nan Williams will be honored at the RAEA Luncheon “ticketed” event, which begins at noon on 
Friday, March 27 during the 2015 NAEA convention in New Orleans.   During the RAEA awards 
ceremony following the luncheon NAN will make a presentation highlighting her personal art and/or her broad 
and varied contributions made in the profession.  Please join us for this joyous occasion.

Nan Parker Williams
Winter Park, Florida

 RAEA NATIONAL 
OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT CHAPTER OF 
THE YEAR AWARD

THE INDIANA UNIVERSITY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 
NAEA STUDENT CHAPTER

Back row:  Kathryn Close, 
Sarah Floccari, Laura 
Mechling, Elizabeth Sherrier, 
Emily Roy

Front row:  Melissa Hoener, 
Olivia Mays, Rachel Knopf, 
Andrea Petrillo



Dr. Linda Willis Fisher chair of the Outstanding Student Chapter Award Committee announces that the 2015 
OUTSTANDING STUDENT CHAPTER is THE INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA NAEA 
STUDENT CHAPTER.

Chapter Advisor, Marissa McClure Sweeny stated that “the chapter and its members are not only highly 
visible on campus, in the local and regional community, but also online via digital and social media. IUP is 
surrounded by several rural areas whose residents of all ages have less access to quality visual art 
programming. This, I believe makes our NAEA student chapter's educational and advocacy efforts all the more 
essential and rewarding.”

Leadership
The leadership structure consists of six officers, which includes President: Andrea Petrillo, President-Elect: 
Kathryn Close, Vice President: Elizabeth Sherrier, Secretary: Melissa Hoener, Treasurer: Brandon McDonald, 
and Fundraiser: Sarah Floccari.

President Andrea Petrillo reported, “Our chapter members are dedicated, though small in number our 
organization has been highly active throughout the academic year as students, professionals, and volunteers. 
More than half of our members have received departmental scholarships for their artist and academic portfolios, 
demonstrating their strive for excellence as students.”

Community Service
Chapter members contribute their time and talents to several campus and community projects. 

Supper Club is an after school drop-in program for grades K-12 coordinated by the Salvation Army in Indiana, 
PA. This program has expanded within the past year from once a week to three days a week because of the 
help of many volunteers, including the members of the IUP Student Chapter of NAEA. This program provides 
opportunities for the chapter members to gain experience in community art education while giving back to the 
community as well. The IUP chapter members volunteer to plan and teach lessons for the 1 hour sessions.

Evening in the Stacks
Members of the IUP chapter collaborate with the Indiana Free Library for the Evening in the Stacks, an annual 
fundraiser, which helps keep the library free to the community. Members of the chapter helped paint chairs for a 
silent auction of redesigned chairs. These chairs were painted with designs inspired by various children's stories 
representing each of the 10 decades since the library was founded. During the event the IUP chapter also had a 
table of various artworks, made by members, which were available for purchase.

Mural Painting
Mural painting at the Indiana Regional Medical Center has been ongoing since the mid 2000s. The partnership 
aims at boosting the morale of hospital patients, families, and visitors by painting murals throughout the facilities. 

Workshops 
Workshops have been conducted at a local high school for several years. Brandon McDonald planned and 
taught several lessons, from February - April 2014, on recycled plastic artwork. event

Chalk on the Walk 
Chalk on the Walk is an annual event sponsored by the University Co-Operative Association and planned by 
the IUP NAEA Student Chapter members. Taking place in the heart of campus university students and 
community members alike can enter the judged chalk drawings event that follow themes chosen for the year's 
event. Local businesses donate prizes and university professors judge the drawings. 

Chalk on the Walk Expansion
A partnership with the United States Army Corps of Engineers at Raystown Lake is an expansion of the Chalk 
on the Walk held on campus. The purpose of the event is to bring together advocacy for water safety through 
art. The event is a day long chalk drawing contest that is attended by nearly 200 participants with local 
businesses and artists donating prizes for the juried winners.

Professional Involvement and Development
IUP Student Chapter members are involved in professional activities as participants as well as presenters. 



                          NAEA CONVENTION NEW ORLEANS 2015

IUP Student Chapter members are involved in professional activities as participants as well as presenters. 

Guest Speaker Series 
Throughout the semester IUP invites local professionals to share their experiences with pre-service students. 
Each lecture differs in topic interests, which helps students gain insights into the various aspects of being an art 
educator. 

Undergraduate Thesis and Exhibition
Every spring the University celebrates national research week with a series of events showing student research. 
Several members participated by either presenting art historical research or displaying work in the juried art 
exhibition.  One of the members won an award for Best Two-dimensional work.

Partnering with the University Museum
Partnering with the University Museum has given the chapter opportunities to coordinate and host art studio and 
museum workshops. One of the IUP chapter members is student representative on the University Museum 
Board. 

Convention Presentation
Three of the chapter's officer members spoke at the NAEA convention in San Diego. Their interactive 
discussion described how the chapter members expanded the idea of community through the use of 
technology. 

Rachel Knopf, Andrea Petrillo, Olivia Mays at NAEA 
San Diego Convention presentation

Olivia Mays with “Chalk on the Walk” participants  at 
Raystown Lake event

Rachel Knopf giving a demonstration during the Roots and Wings 
workshop

Twenty five (25) or more retired members of NAEA are scheduled to deliver presentations, workshops, 
or host sessions.  Only the lead presenter is listed on the chart below..  For complete information (co-
presenters, date, and time)  regarding a session, please refer to the program book at the convention. 



Nancy Andrzejczak Building State Association Membership… Designing for the Future
Jane Bates Uniting Body, Mind, and Spirit Through Art
Phyllis Brown Design Your Art Program to Say Yes to the Mess
Elizabeth Burkhauser Hexagons: Design Challenge Connecting Local to Global, Core to Community
Lynell Burmark Visual Proof of Learning
Robert W.Curtis Artistic, Professional, Personal: RAEA Members Speak Up
Warren Dale Harnessing Handhelds in Your Art Classrooms
Vesta Daniel Color Blind Teacher Programs Donʼt Make Racism Go Away
Debra Fitzsimmons Concentration Reframed as Essential Question
Peter Geisser Eastern Region Awards Presentation
Peter Geisser Eastern Region Leadership Meeting
Maura Geisser Awesome Students With Special Needs Design Preservice Program
Suzy Greene Texas Scholastic Art Event and Assessment
Heather Hanlon The Ruth Freyberger Story
Adrienne Hunter Addressing and Coping With Societal Issues in the Art 
Dean Johns Retired Art Educators Issues Group Annual Awards Luncheon
Dean Johns Retired Art Educators Issues Group Annual Business Meeting
Dean Johns      National Art Education Foundation Grantee Projects Focused on Design
Dean Johns National Art Education Foundation Grant Program
DeanJohns NAEF Fundraising Benefit Event
Rick Lasher Annual Distinguished Fellows Reception and Business Meeting
Flowerree McDonough National Gallery of Art: Catalyst for Exploring Global Connections 
Joele Michaud African American and Subculture Art as Catalysts for Enduring Understanding
Joele Michaud Multi-Ethnic Art and Artists Your Urban Students Would Love Learning About!
Bettyann Plishker Feedback: A Bridge Between Teaching and Learning
Martin Rayala A Curriculum Framework for Media and Design Education
Martin Rayala Media Arts Start-Up: What Does It Take?
Martin Rayala Intersections: Exploring Combining Visual and Media Arts 
Renee Sandell SummerVision DC PLC: Design & Impact of 5 Years of Learning
Renee Sandell Transitioning to Timeless Professionalism in Art Education: Redesigning 

Retirement 
Renee Sandell Revisiting SummerVision DC: A Professional Learning Community Reunion
Kathe Stanley Planning, Designing, and Funding Arts Education Learning Environments in 

South Carolina
Cynthia Walker Designed for Success: PRESENT, INTERPRET, SHARE Student Work With 

ePortfolios
Linda Willis Fisher Blending Our Voices
Enid Zimmerman A Leadership Model for Evaluating a Museum-Based Professional 

Development Program 



Mike is also seeking donations at $30, the cost of each table,  for sponsorship of each of the 7 table  at the 
Silent Auction.  

Though not a native of Greenville, I now call it home base. I qualify “home” with the word “base” because at 
this time in my life I consider wherever my children and grandchildren reside “home” as well.  The Art Room, 
my little art gallery and studio located at 403 S. Evans Street in "uptown" Greenville, NC is housed in a 
building out of which my great grandfather operated his insurance and savings and loan businesses in the early 
1900's, walk in vault included! The space is still family owned. My daughter helped me name the gallery by 
reminding me, “Mom, you've always been in “The Art Room” and for the entirety of my thirty year teaching 
career, she was right, I was, and so I shall remain.

I wound up in Greenville because my father was born and raised here and returned to live here in the early 
1970's. Born while my father a Navel Officer was stationed in Long Beach, California, I spent the first eleven 
years of my life living up and down the California coast. After finishing high school in northern Virginia I came to 
Greenville to attend the School of Art at ECU where I met and married Larry Hayes, also a pirate!  BS degree 
in Art Education in hand, I became an eastern North Carolina high school art teacher.    

Over the thirty-year span of my career in Art Education I finished a Masters degree in Art Education at East 
Carolina, became one of the state's earliest National Board Certified Teachers in Early Adolescent Young 
Adult Art, was a certified mentor and clinical supervisor for Art Education interns from ECU, served as North 
Carolina's Youth Art Month Chair and was named North Carolina's Art Educator of the Year in 2003. 

By far however, raising three wonderful children who have now blessed me with eight grandchildren has been 
my greatest life's work.

As an art teacher I taught every media, every technique and every style of art. I loved them all and to this day 
cannot force myself to work in one to the exclusion of the others. 

I take more commissions for charcoal portraits than anything else but continue to work in clay, mixed media, oil, 
acrylic and watercolor painting and all drawing media as well and display the works I create in the hall gallery of 
the shop, except when between exhibits.  Exhibits in the gallery space are booked for a fee based on my 
calendar availability and my pleasure with the work and artist. They rotate at least monthly. Artists exhibiting at 
The Art Room range from veteran professionals to students. The space is also perfect for hosting small 
events. 

As a former art educator, I value the opportunity to share my love for all visual art forms and encourage artistic 
growth at all levels.  I have enjoyed maintaining my connection with The School of Art and Design at East 
Carolina University by transitioning from supervising their clinical interns in my classroom to hosting many of 
their Senior and MFA exhibits in my gallery. 

It has been such a blessing to have been able to transition from my Art classroom to a way of life that so 
beautifully allows me to share my love for art with my family, friends, community and Alma Mater. Come see 
me when you get a chance. Can't get to Greenville? I post my enews on The Art Room's Facebook page. 
Hope you “like” it.

Note:  The question that is always asked is  “What do you do after retirement?”  The E-Bulletin 
editors talk a lot about retirees reinventing, retooling, and refitting themselves to continue with 
their passion  for art and art education and in the process give back to the community.  Nelle 
Lee Hayes has done just that!  Read on:

                                         MEMBER AND STATE NEWS         

NORTH CAROLINA
Nelle Lee Hayes, Greenville, North Carolina, owner of The ART ROOM 
Studio and Gallery shares the following:

TRANSITIONS



Gallery Overview Gallery OverviewMusic in Gallery at a Fridayʼs Art Walk

 
Donna Banning, CAEA RAEA representative reports that 
HEATHER ANDERSON, Ph.D is Californiaʼs Outstanding Active Art Educator -2014.

Heather offers the following:  “I was born with a love of landscape. Despite growing 
up in an urban environment, I had an innate passion for whatever wilderness a child
could find in the suburban landscape of the thirties and forties.

CALIFORNIA

ecosystems, wildlife species, and disappearing wetlands.  A geology class 
at city college gave me my first campout.  A Berkeley fellowship gave me 
the Grand Tour of Europe by bike.  A honeymoon hike gave me a passion for mountain and rivers (land, plants, 
wildlife, and sky were my elements.)  Alan Gussowʼs 1972 book, The Artist and the American Land, gave me 
the idea to spend my life teaching students about the environment through art.”

Heather earned a B.A. and a M.A. in Fine Arts from UC Berkeley in 1949, and an M.A. and Ph.D in Art 
Education from the University of Oregon in the early 1980ʼs.  Heather has taught in a variety of settings - from 
private instruction to museum education, and most recently Fresno City College and CSU, Fresno.  Heather is 
an accomplished artist, an active environmentalist, an author on the power of the arts, and one who teaches 
about the natural world through visual art.  She has been active in the California Art Education Association for 
many years and a frequent workshop presenter at area and state conferences.  She is also an active member of 

I remember textures, sounds, and smells of playing and working.  We 
watched the weather from winter to summer in our California landscape.  
The city provided summer art and crafts on empty school grounds, so we 
learned to weave baskets and paint stereotyped patterns on bookends 
and trays.  To make up for the lack of wilderness I had never seen, I read 
books about it, girls coping in the wilderness of early American life or 
cowboys on the western plains.  Those nature images, punctuated by the 
San Gabriel mountains, were imprinted on my consciousness and helped 
cement my relationship to the natural landscape, its foothills, mountains, 
coast, and desert.  Later I recorded it with camera, canvas, or words, and an 
environmental concern.  In the fifties, my backyard wilderness expanded to 
the Sierra wilderness of our nearby national parks.  Throughout this time, 
dedicated writers, artists, and environmentalists worked to preserve parks, 
greenbelts, and wilderness areas of forests, fragile deserts, riparian

Heather Anderson



PENNSYLVANIA
SANDRA LEE WOOD, the former Pennsylvania RAEA 
representative is the 2014 PENNSYLVANIA
OUTSTANDING ART EDUCATOR.

Retired art educator, Sandra Lee Wood, has been selected as the
2014 Outstanding Art Educator in recognition of her many years of 
service to PAEA.  Sandy graduated from Reading High School and 
earned both her B.S. and M.Ed. in Art Education from Kutztown 
University.  She taught art at Boyertown Area School District for forty 
years, and also served as Supervisor for fifteen years.  During her long 
career, she has mentored over 90 student teachers from Kutztown 
University.  Sandy is an avid world traveler, and perhaps the most 
enthusiastic member of Dr. Tom Schantzʼs European art tours.  She is 
well known for her work with her infamous puppet and travel 
companion, Ollie the Frog.  Ollie was a frequent guest in her classroom 
and the star of many homemade videos and slides that featured their 
travels throughout the world.  Together they visited classrooms in over 
ten countries and most of the major and minor art museums in Europe 
and the East.  Many also know Sandy for her frequent appearances in 
community theater where in addition to acting, she often designed the 
sets, costumes, and choreography.  These talents were also evident in 
her inspiring classroom.  Sandy has been active in PAEA throughout 
her career, continued working in art education through lesson 
demonstrations with Crayola and sharing research on the creative brain 
gathered by the Dana Foundation.  She continues to be active and
is inspiring a new generation of artists and educators.  This is the third 
PAEA award she has received.
                                          
                                    KRIS FONTES, Pennsylvania RAEA representative reports:

KRIS FONTES recently retired after 17 years as the graphic design teacher at Union City High School in Union 
City, PA.  Kris is a National Board Certified Art Teacher who holds a Masters in Instructional Technology and 
Media.  She was recently appointed the position of Retired Division Director of the Pennsylvania Art 
Education Association and is past president of PAEA. She is an advocate and active member of Learning by 
Design, an issues group within the PAEA, interested in design education, K12.  Her summers will be spent 
teaching Lego stop motion animation at Bucks County Community College.  You can contact her at 
kfontes2@gmail.com.

SANDRA LEE WOOD served as Retired Division Director for the Pennsylvania Art Education Association for 
many years, and recently resigned that position.

DEMI HAUSEMAN recently retired after thirty years teaching secondary and elementary art in Carlisle School 
District.  Named Pennsylvania Art Education Association 2014 Elementary Art Educator, Demi 
continues to mentor new art educators in her district.  She stays involved in area arts activities at the Carlisle Arts 
Learning Center both exhibiting art and teaching.  Auditing art courses at Dickinson College and traveling 
whenever possible fills her calendar.

MARCY BOGDANICH retired in 2013 after 28 years of teaching elementary art at Central Elementary School, 
Hampton Township School District, Allison Park, PA.  She is a National Board Certified teacher, holds a Masters 
of Art Education, and in 2012 she was honored by the PAEA as Outstanding Elementary Art Educator.  
She is an active member of the PAEA board of directors, having served as a region representative and most 
recently was appointed PAEA Awards Chairperson.  She is also an active member of the Learning By Design 
initiative which makes available resources and tools which infuse design into art curriculum; although part of PAEA, 
LBD is reaching out to all arts educators.  She is currently running a small card business and doing personal art.

the Sierra Club.  She is the recipient of many fellowships and awards as an environmentalist and distinguished 
painter.  Heatherʼs latest publication, A Life in Landscape,  has one of her original watercolors on the cover 
and is beautifully illustrated with her drawings.  Her curriculum is free to download at heatherandersonart.com.

Sandra Lee Wood



REMEMBERING OUR COLLEAGUES

DR. JAMES LEWIS TUCKER, JR.  (JAY)

Jay served the NAEA in many capacities.  He was a 
founding member of the Minority Concerns Interest Group, 
the Maryland State Director of Art, the chairman of the 2002 
NAEA Convention in Miami, a trustee and treasurer of the 
National Art Education Foundation, and a NAEA 
Distinguished Fellow.

Those who knew Jay know that the field of art education has 
lost a valuable advocate.  His perspective and his friendship 
was unwavering. His sense of justice and humanity provided 
lessons for all who knew him.  Our task will be to honor his 
gifts with our best efforts.

Those who wish may remember Jay with a memorial tribute 
to the National Art Education Foundation.

CARLA MAJCZAN and AMANDA BARBEE share news of the NAEA Preservice Division.

RAEA has served a vital role for the Student Chapter Group for years.  In the past,  RAEA has supported 
our endeavors with an outlook filled with expertise and knowledge in the field of art education which has been a 
priceless asset to our Preservice members.

Now that we are a full-fledged Preservice Division, we have the potential to connect a larger group of students 
in the Art Education field across the country.  These budding professionals have a lot to learn, and we are 
excited to continue our partnership with RAEA in supporting future Art Educators for years to come.

We foresee opportunities for connections to be made at the upcoming National Convention by offering 
opportunities  between our Preservice Division members and RAEA members.

                                              THE NAEA PRESERVICE DIVISION

            2015 NAEA RESEARCH COMMISSION CONVENTION SESSIONS
RESEARCH WORKS-IN-PROGRESS: Questioning the Answers
Thursday,March 26, 11:00 AM - 12:20 PM
Convention Center/Meeting Room R02/Second Level
This session will present a range of innovation approaches to research and the application of varied 
methodologies in designing and conducting research.

RESEARCH FORUM on DATA VISUALIZATION: THE CONTINUING CONVERSATION
Friday, March 27, 1:00 PM - 2:20 PM
Convention  Center/ Meeting Room R07/  Second Level
This session will explore the contexts and methodologies of data visualization applied to research and practice.

NAEA RESEARCH AGENDA: ADVOCACY AND ACTION
Friday, March 27, 4:30 PM - 5:50 PM
Convention Center/Meeting Room R7/Second Level
Sponsored by the NAEA Research Commission.  This session will introduce the NAEA Research Agenda 
and the Commissionʼs research advocacy project as dual strategies in promoting a culture of research.



                           THE NAEF 4TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING BENEFIT

Join us for the 4th Annual NAEF Fundraising Benefit Event

 “Design and Art: 
Perfect Partners to Change the World"

Saturday, March 28
10:30 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.

New Orleans Convention Center
Convention Center/Meeting Room 214/Second Level

Design Thought Leader Toni Sikes will share her ideas
about the intersections of design, art, and community engagement

Today, business community leaders have come to believe in the power of design and art.  Large artwork projects 
that pull together collaborative teams of designers and artists are raising awareness about environmental and social 
issues, the importance of innovation and creativity, and increasing community engagement and pride.  What are the 
skills that our students need to participate in this brave new world? Toni Sikes is co-founder and CEO of 
CODAworx, a global online community that showcases and celebrates design projects featuring commissioned 
artwork in interior and architectural spaces.

This is a ticketed event, open to all NAEA Convention attendees. 
Light Refreshments will be served.
Tickets are $50 ($40 tax deductible). 

All proceeds will support the National Art Education Foundation, a 501(c)3 organization.



                                           OPPORTUNITY        

About Toni Sikes

Toni Sikes is co-founder and CEO of CODAworx, a global online community that showcases and celebrates 
design projects featuring commissioned artwork in interior and architectural spaces. Designed for use by artists, 
design professionals, and industry resources, CODAworx provides members with a platform to showcase their 
design + art projects, connect and collaborate with other members of the creative community, and earn recognition 
for these collaborations.  

Sikes is also General Partner in Calumet Venture Fund, a venture capital firm that invests in early stage technology 
companies in the Midwest, a position she has held since 2010.  Prior to that she was a Senior Advisor at Gruppo, 
Levey & Co., a New York investment bank, where she led their technology practice focused on helping 
technology companies in their financing and M&A strategies.  Sikes has spent her 25-year career connecting 
artists to their best markets.  

As the founder of The Guild, a pioneer ecommerce company that brought the work of artists directly to consumers, 
Sikes raised over $52 million from leading venture capital firms on both coasts.  Today, The Guild markets artist-
created home furnishings under the consumer brand of Artful Home, which is the largest retailer of artist-made work 
in the U.S.

Toni Sikes is considered a thought leader on the key role that artists and artwork play in placemaking, 
communications and storytelling, community and corporate engagement, and the creation of ideas in the workplace. 

About the National Art Education Foundation

NAEF supports visual art educators and promotes the teaching of art through professional development, research, 
and program sponsorship. As an independent, philanthropic organization, NAEF assists with efforts to represent 
the teachers of art in America, improve the conditions of teaching art; promote the teaching of art; encourage 
research and experimentation in art education; sponsor institutes, conferences, and programs on art education; and 
to publish articles, reports, and surveys about art. The Foundation has supported 276 projects since its inception 
in 1985. NAEF funding supports a wide variety of professional activities, including research in art education, 
scholarships for professional development, promotion of art education as an integral part of the curriculum; 
establishment and/or improvement of art instruction in public and private K-16 schools; promotion of the teaching of 
art through activities related to the instructional process, curriculum, student learning, student assessment, 
classroom behavior, management, or discipline; purchase of art equipment and/or instructional resources. 

We welcome your support through gifts to the Annual Fund, above and beyond the donations you might make as 
part of your NAEA membership renewal. These important contributions help to build the National Art Education 
Foundation and secure a strong and vibrant future for our work and community. These tax-deductible gifts go 
directly to areas of greatest need within the foundation. No matter the size of your gift, it will play an invaluable role 
in the future of the National Art Education Foundation. Gifts to the Annual Fund can also be a meaningful way to 
honor or memorialize someone important in your life. A form for this purpose is available on the website. 

          PAINTING, PHOTOGRAPHY, and REGIONAL COOKING IN FRANCE             
Dear Retired Art Teachers: Looking for inspiration? Join us in France this summer for 12 or 20 days of 
drawing, painting, and taking photographs from some of the world's most inspiring sites -- in Paris, Normandy, and 
the French Jura Mountains near Geneva, Switzerland.  

Trip leaders, painter and art educator, Seymour Simmons, and his French-born wife, Martine, have brought 
Americans to France for over 30 years. This year, they will be joined by two professional photographers, Terry 
Roueche and Arielle Simmons. 

Each day, you will fill pages in your sketchbooks, and/or fill your memory cards with photos.  At the same time, with 
Martine as our guide, the trip will provide a unique opportunity to experience France from a French perspective. 
Traveling across France from west to east, we will visit and stay in French homes and meet French people around 
the country while enjoying (and learning to cook) regional French meals. 

In Normandy, we stay in a restored 18th/19th century family chateau less than a mile from the English Channel. 
While there, we will see the famous Bayeux tapestry, spend the day making art in the port town of Honfleur that 
once inspired the Impressionists, tour the D-Day Invasion beaches, and visit Monet's home and garden in Giverny.



With Martine, we will sample Normandy's freshest seafood and creamiest cheeses, as well as its special apple ciders 
and brandy. In Paris, we will explore the art-filled parks and avenues, and study masterpieces in the Louvre, Orsay, 
and many other museums. Then, we will create our own works of art inspired by Notre Dame Cathedral, the artists' 
enclave of Montmartre, or the bridges crossing the Seine River. 

In the Jura, we stay in rustic log-cabin “chalets”, while discovering one of France's most picturesque mountain 
landscapes, yet one little known to Americans. With Martine, we will tour the Jura wineries in the villages of Arbois, 
Chateau-Chalon and Beaume-les-Messieurs. Like the Jura itself, these vineyards have long been celebrated in 
Europe but are only now becoming renowned in America. We will then spend our days drawing, painting, and taking 
photographs along Lake Geneva, in the medieval village of Yvoire, or in Annecy, with its colorful canals. In the 
evenings, Martine will teach us how to make fondue and other Jura specialties. 

On the way to the Jura and back, we will stop in at two special places. One is the city of Beaune, center of the 
Burgundy wine region and home to the famous 'Hospices de Beaune,' a magnificent Renaissance building originally 
established as a charity house for the region's poor and ill, with an exquisite altarpiece by Rogier van der Weyden. 
The other is the hilltop town of Vézelay, with its 9th century abbey church overlooking the Burgundy plains. A 
meeting place for two crusades, Vézelay is still a place of pilgrimage, and is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Visit our website: http://francephotoandpainting.com for dates, fees, itineraries, photographs, samples of work by 
faculty and former participants, and other details. Note: course fees cover all lodging in France during the trip 
including first and last nights in the Charles de Gaulle airport hotel, all classes, ground transportation in 
France, and most meals in Normandy and the Jura. Fees do not cover airfare, food in Paris, or shopping.  
Places are still available for all sessions, but space is limited. 

So, if you are interested in signing up or have any questions, please contact us as soon as possible at: 
martinesimmons@gmail.com or call Martine at 803-367-1217.  

Note: Please ask if you need to make special travel arrangements due to conflicts with arrivals or departure 
dates. Also ask about possible discounts for educators, and learn about recertification credit 
opportunities. We look forward to hearing from you, and hopefully traveling together this summer! 

3 options available
1 June 15 - July 5, NORMANDY & PARIS & THE FRENCH JURA, $3,200*
2 June 15 - 27, NORMANDY & PARIS, $2,400*
3 June 22 - July 5, PARIS & THE FRENCH JURA, $2,400*

                        * Discount may be offered to educators and students

Fee includes course tuition, plus:
Transportation within France
Most meals in Normandy and the Jura

Double-occupancy accommodations for the trip: a week at the Chateau  Rouge in Normandy, 
4 nights in Paris hotel, first and last nights at Charles de Gaulle Airport hotel, and a week at Les 
Bois Rond chalets in the Jura.  Not included: Travel to France; single occupancy option, meals in 
Paris, and personal expenses while in France.

Registration 
Send the application form that you will find on the website www.FrancePhotoAndPainting.com with a $500 
deposit as soon as possible this month.  Visit us on facebook! 

Class at Honfleur
Photo by Lesli Cohan

    Eiffel Tower 
Photo by Terry Roueche

          Les Bouchoux 
Watercolor by Seymour Simmons



 Contacts
RAEA President: Dean G Johns, deangjohns@gmail.com  
RAEA President-Elect: Linda Willis Fisher, lmwfis@ilstu.edu
RAEA Past-President:  Robert Curtis,  RCartguy@aol.com

BULLETIN CO-EDITORS: ROBERT W. CURTIS, DEAN G. JOHNS

LET'S CONTINUE TO BUILD LEGACIES FOR ART EDUCATION
Join us at NAEA in New Orleans, LA, March 26-28, 2015

The RAEA E-Bulletin is sent electronically to current members of NAEA whose membership designation is 
“Retired” and who have an email address on file with NAEA. It is published in months when there is not an 
NAEA NEWS.  Special issues are published as need arises.  

                           COMMITMENT: ITEMS IN NEED OF ACTION              
Send Dean Johns the name and contact information of your state/province representative.

Commit to informing the editors of subjects you would like to see addressed.   

Commit to contributing an article for inclusion in the e-bulletin.

Commit to contributing artwork and/or sponsoring an auction table for the RAEA Silent Auction at the NAEA 
Convention (the only revenue source for RAEA.)

Commit to exhibiting in the RAEA Members E-Gallery.  When submitting work please include: YOUR 
NAME AND STATE, THE TITLE OF THE WORK, THE MEDIUM AND SIZE, AND A SHORT 
DESCRIPTIVE COMMENT.  HELP MAKE THE E-GALLERY A SUCCESS.

Commit to keeping us updated on member news; changes in RAEA State/Province leadership, gallery 
exhibits, milestones, deaths.

Commit to creating new opportunities for yourself and those around you.

DEADLINE FOR ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE E-BULLETIN IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 
PRECEDING PUBLICATION.  (DECEMBER 15 FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY 15 FOR MARCH, 
APRIL 15 FOR MAY, JUNE 15 FOR JULY, AUGUST 15 FOR SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER 15 
FOR NOVEMBER)  NEXT DEADLINE IS APRIL 15.APRIL 15.

YOU ARE THE RAEA!!!  DO YOUR PART TO MAKE THE YOU ARE THE RAEA!!!  DO YOUR PART TO MAKE THE 
RAEA A VITAL ISSUES GROUP OF THE NAEA. RAEA A VITAL ISSUES GROUP OF THE NAEA. 


